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Late Night at Reed Colleze, Featuring... 
THE TOP TEN REASONS REEDIES CALL 
DOMINO'S 


1. The dining hall is only open when any civilized college student would 
be asleep. We deliver until 1AM weeknights and 2AM weekends! 


2. The rugby team afe your 
care package. 


3. Cooking in dorm kitchens is Nestor fo your health. 

4, The Reed Dogs ate your care package. 

5. You forgot to learn how to cook. ,| 

6. You slipped in the mud and your care package fell in the canyon. 

7. Food seems to cost more when you have fo pay for if yourself. 

8. Portland area Domino's are locally owned, providing jobs for the 
community we serve and going business by the motto, 
"Doing well by doing good." %* 


9, Domino's can deliver to your dorm room, the SU, the Pool room, the 
Rugby field, or where ever you are when hunger strikes. 


10. We have_an awesome discount Pome 
just for Reed College students. @e) LAST SEEN 
Cz EATING 


IT'S SMART TO > AT DOMINO'S 
SAVE MONEY! : 
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Editors’ Introduction 


We, the editors of this year’s student handbook, have spent long hours, 
researching diligently, following up on leads, harassing writers, conducting 
sweaty negotiations with advertisers, and becoming near-sighted from making 
sure that the layout is nothing less than perfect. All this in order to bring you, 
the consumer, a quality product. This handbook is, however, a little different 
from those in the past. For one thing, there are a lot fewer pictures, and a lot 
more advertisements. This may make the more visually-inclined among you 
complain. This is all right. It is impossible to make a handbook 
which will not elicit groans from some group of malcontents or 
another. This “more ads and text, less mess” policy, aside from being 
a product of our logocentric Western education, has allowed this 
particular handbook to save money in comparison to past years, by 
cutting down on pages. In fact, it looks at this time as if the handbook 
is actually going to make money for the student body. We might be 
mistaken, but we think this is the first time this has ever happened. 

We have also tried to make this handbook more practical 
than those in the past. Although we have included a few totally frivolous 
items, we have expanded and added to the sections which you can actually use. 
There is a great deal of information to be had in this particular handbook, and 
it is our sincere hope that all students, new and returning, will be able to use 
this handbook to find out about restaurants, cafés and thrift stores, help them 
in their applications to graduate schools, and check out new bars, and record 
and book stores. In addition to this, we hope that the handbook will be an 
amusing and interesting thing to read on its own, something to keep on your 
book shelf for years. 

If we have any apologies, it is for the relatively few new departmental 
reviews we have to offer. The only excuse we have to offer is that it is very hard 
to get one person from every major to write a few pages (in the summer, mind 
you) about their major. As the French say, “such is life.” 

To all returning students, welcome back and good luck, and to all new 
students, a hearty welcome and a hope that this handbook will serve to show 
you how much Reed and Portland have to offer to the young and enterprising 
student and to encourage you to take advantage of the wonderful opportunities 
for consumption, enlightenment, and random mayhem that they have to offer. 


Bon Voyage! 





From Your President 


Now it’s time to answer the question everyone is asking: So, why did you come to Reed? To find yourself? To be a 
radical? Because someone told you that the new chem building was for the English department? To study 'til your 
brain explodes? To find out what kind of liberal you are? Because you were sick of people who thought a social activist 
was someone who had a date every Friday night? To satify the whim of a renegade fortune teller? Because you heard 
the weather was great? To escape religious persecution? Or was it because the voices told you to do it? 


Well, Reed welcomes all of you. But first, | have a few requests. Find something to feel passionately about. Walk in 
the canyon and skinny dip in the pool. Treat those around you with respect and compassion while expecting the same 
from them. Debate with Socrates himself. Experiment, explore, criticize, reflect, introspect, and create. Finally, don’t 
forget that the main reason we all came here was because we seek the truth, not an "A." 


And when it’s all over, you'll find that you’ve done the impossible and somewhere along the way made friends who 


will last a lifetime. 
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Your slavish president, 
Michele L. Funk 
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“Some Characteristics of a Good College” 


by William Trufant Foster 
With sweeping condemnation of the American collegeon every hand, 
the question is urgent whether a college is possible which can satisfy the 
severest tests of the critics and justify the fullest confidence and highest 
hopes of the American people. We have faith to believe that such a 
college is possible. 
It isacollege free to pursue its mission as the maker of men and women 
and the enlightener of mankind, with unobscured vision of the truth, 
and power to proclaim the truth without fear of politicians or religious 
sects, or benefactors or public cries, or its own administrative machin- 


ery. 

It is acollege that mistakes not bigness for greatness; that having fixed 
minimum qualifications for entrance, makesnocatalog professionsthat 
are exaggerations of its actual demands, and offers no special opening 
for the unfit It is a college open only to minds capable of good 
scholarship and ready, if not eager, to make the sacrifices it involves. It 
isacollege that shutsitsdoors promptly on idlers, by meansofadiscipline 
from which there is no escape; a college, in short, that refuses to grow 
in numbers and tuition fees at the expense of intellectual and moral 


vigor. 

It is a college, therefore, that never permits growth beyond the 
possibility of daily, vital contact between each student, and inspiring 
teachers~scholars whoare first men, whoknow how toteach, and who 
are devoted to their work in the professional spirit. Accordingly, it isa 
college that resists the temptation to shift any considerable part of its 
teaching totemporary, inexperienced, and underpaid instructors whose 
chief interests do not center in their students. It isa college that sees the 
folly of putting large sums intofine buildings and small sums into strong 
men; that pays its professors enough to leave them free to put their life- 
blood into the daily work, and thus protects its most vigorous teachers 
from the tem ptationsof wealthier institutions. Itisacollege that willnot 
suffer its sympathy for inefficient teachers to prevent their speedy 
retirement, whether they are young or old. Itisacollegethatresists both 
the temptations to dissipate its energies by rambling and unwarranted 
ventures into university domains, and, as well, the university tempta- 


tion of substituting mechanism for personality in administration. 
Thus it becomesa college that gives comparatively few courses, but gives 
them honestly and thoroughly; that presents no unhappy contrasts 
between the promise of the catalogue and the performance ofthecollege; 
that tolerates not a single course whose demands can be satisfied by 
superficial work, or by two or three short periods of overstrain; that will 
never sacrifice its chief ends by allowing groups of students on any 
pretense to neglect college work for college advertising. 

Rather than this, it isacollege that insistsat any cost on daily application, 
genuine intellectual effort, exactness, thoroughness, and promptness in 
the performance of duty and other requisites of moral manhood that 
alone can satisfy the growing demands of American citizenship. 
Itisacollege that rigidly holds tothe only safeguard of the elective system 
— that what a boy chooses to do, he must do creditably; a college that 
knows history too well to attempt to prescribe the essentials of a liberal 
education, but does insist that every student shall do a considerable 
amount of good work in the department of his own choice; it is acollege 
that distributes its credits on a scientific rather than a personal basis, and 
then puts a further premium on sound scholarship by making quality as 
well as quantity of work count toward graduation in adefinite way. Thus 
it combats laziness, superficiality, dissipation, excessive indulgence in 
what we are pleased to call “college life,” by making the moral and 
intellectual requirements before andafter entrance, anhonest, sustained, 
and adequate challenge to the best powers of the best American youth. 
Finally, it is a college imbued with that kind of democratic spirit that 
cooperates for the common good with all the agencies of social progress; 
a college with a view of its responsibility that is not shut off by campus 
walls; a college that is religious without being sectarian; a college that, 
with all its idealism, makes daily, practical contact with the many sided 
life of city and state, here and now; a college that is changing because it 
is living; that looks forward oftener than backward, yet seeks the wisdom 
of organized experience to light the path ahead, thus supplanting the 
blind guidance of tradition by the safer guidance of scientific insight. 


William T . Foster was Reed’ first president and.an important figure in its earty 
history. This essay originally appeared in the Reed College Record of 191 1- 
12. 
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by) J. Hoaapala 88 Early 


At almost every formal cer- 
we are reminded of William 
Foster’s original conception of 
Persistent ideals from Reed's past 
become both the measure of the present administration’s success and 
the language in which our future is proposed. Without having an 
accurate historical understanding of our origins we can hardly evaluate 
just how pristine these original intentions have remained, or for that 
matter how tightly we wishtoadhere tothem. It isthistension thatforms 
the evolving backbone of Reed College. 
Simeon and Amanda Reed made this college possible. They came to 
Portland, Oregon from Massachusetts in the early 1850s to settle and 
pioneer the West. Here Simeon amassed a small fortune in transpor- 
tation, mines, and real estate. Upon his death in 1894, Simeon left his 
entire estate to his wife Amanda, suggesting only that she use part of it 
something of permanent value and contribute to the beauty of the 
city and to the intelligence, prosperity and happiness of its inhabitants.” 
When Amanda Reed died in 1904, her last willand testament specified 
that a “Reed Institute” be created with the residual of her estate, 
appraised at $1,500,000. She left the founding, establishment, and 
maintenance of the institute toa self-perpetuating boardof trustees. Her 
only stipulation was that the Institute be free from sectarian control and 
thar it be “an institution of learning, having for its object the increase 
and diffusion of practical knowledge among the citizens of said City of 
Portland, and for the promotion of literature, science andart.” It washer 
desire and intent “that the institution so founded and established be a 
means of general enlightenment, intellectual and moral culture, the 
cultivation and development of fine arts, manual training and educa- 
tion for the people.” Otherwise the trustees were free to decide how the 
bequest was to be used. 
Mrs. Reed’s suggestions were interpreted broadly by the trustees. Martin 
Winch, Amanda’s nephew and business manager, believed that his 
aunt wished to create a vocational institute “...for the increase and 
diffusion of practical knowledge.” How- 
ever, as no more than $150,000 of the 
bequest was to be used for grounds, build- 
ings,and appurtenances, atechnical school 
was out of the question. 
In an effort to come to some resolution, 
thetrustees invited Wallace Buttrick, sec- 
retary of the General Education Board of 
the John D. Rockefeller Foundation, to 
visit Portland and assess the situation. 
Buttrick concluded that there was aneed 
for a strong liberal-arts and sciences col- 
lege to “furnish ideals for the state.” The 
General Education Board declared Port- 


ae 


ae 


States for such a school. 
Thomas Lamb Eliot, a close friend of the 
Reeds and first pastor of their church, the 


Trustees. Eliot was a “liberal Christian,” a 








graduate of Washington Universityand ofthe Harvard DivinitySchool. 
His views on modern education were influenced by James F. Tufts and 
John Dewey of the “Chicago School” of philosophers. Free from the 
fetters of tradition, Reed was to be an experiment in new conceptions 
of teaching and learning. 

Eliot and the trustees first envisioned Reed as a great urban university, 
like the University of Chicago, offering a broad range of educational 
programsand special servicestothe city. But the Rockefeller Foundation 
advised the trustees to define their purpose and not confuse it with 
greater ambitions, restating that “the great need of Portland, and of the 
Pacific Northwest isa strong, standard college of the arts and sciences.” 
The trustees decided upon a “small beginning” in a high-quality 
undergraduate school with a “university attitude.” 

From William Mead Ladd, president of the Ladd Estate Company, the 
trustees received a gift of forty acres of land in a new residential area: 
Crystal Springs Farm, which became Eastmoreland. He later became a 
trustee, and, next to Eliot, he was the most familiar with higher 
education and a generous loyal defender of the college. 

The next task was to find a president to initiate the institute. Aldhough 
Eliot sought to avoid a man with a deeply sectarian background he did 
(as expressed in a telegram sent to Samuel Eliot) hope for a president 
with “the power of inspiration and a fundamentally religious nature, 
such as comes out, both in a spirit of sacrifice and consecration to the 
work and the manifold influence of character upon both faculty and 
students, and the general public.” As Eliot knew that the first president 
wouldhavea significant shaping effect on the nascent college, soalsothe 
trustees looked forapresident whohad the samemodem andinnovative 
attitudes toward education which would give the college its special 


President William T. Foster 
After much deliberation, the trustees elected 31-year-old William 
Trufant Foster, a Harvard graduate and Bowdoin professor of debate and 
education. Foster wasnot bound by institutional routinesand traditional 
curricula, but innovative, organized, and forward-looking He demon- 
strated a keen understanding of and commitment toacademicachieve- 
ment and the personal growth of young men and women. Foster had 
already made his ideal for a college clear in 
his book Administration of the College Cur- 
ticulum. His ambition was to establish an 
institution in which intellectual enthusi- 
asm wouldbedominant, onedivorcedfrom 
the undemocratic practices such as frater- 
nities, sororities, and intercollegiate ath- 
letic competition, that distracted students 
at contemporary American colleges from 
serious academic work. 
occasion Foster sought to illustrate his ide- 
als in a new and experimental situation. 
Thisexperiment, “free from the shackles of 
inherited alumni, faculty, and traditions,” 
would be carried forward by men and wo- 
men “imbued with the spirit of adventure, 
progress, and confidence.” Reed College 
“would stand staunchly — and if necessary, 
stand alone — for whatever was right.” 
Foster saw four tasks as fundamental to the 


success of this new institution: obtaining a 
faculty appropriate to the intent; promoting 
campuspracticescompatible with thecollege’s 
purpose; attracting an intelligent and serious 
student body; and establishing a reputation 


purposes. 

Faculty recruitment proved critical for Foster 
and the new college. He knew that the 
aspiration toexcellence would require ahigh 
level of professional competence in the fac- 
ulty. He recruited from the best academic 
andattracted young professors from Harvard, 
Chicago, Stanford, and the University of 
California. Those who came to the faculty 
early and remained would form a relatively 
institution’s standards and influenced the 
future of young new faculty members. 
Admission to the new institution was selec- 
tive. Reed did not accept students provision- 
ally or conditionally. Reed was no place for 
the“Gentlemen’sClub.” Reedmadenobones 
about its single-minded adherence to the 
business of teaching and learning, as Foster 
articulated in the First Annual Catalog in 
1911: 


“Those whose dominant interests 
lie outside the courses of study, 
should not apply for admission. 
Only those who want to work 
hard, and who are determined to 
gain the greatest possible benefits 
from their studies, are welcomed. 
Only those whose habits are 
consistent with this purpose are 
welcomed. Others will be 
disappointed, for the demands of 
scholarship will leave little time 
for outside activities, other than 
those necessary for the mainte- 
nance of health.” 


In addition to providing superior teaching 
andattracting quality students, Foster and his 
faculty followed through on his promise to 
maintain the institution’s high standards by 
establishinga number of curricular barriers to 
the non-academic student. One such prac- 
tice that was adopted required every candi- 
date for a degree to present a senior thesis for 
oral examination by a committee of faculty 
members. In the early Twenties, a “junior 
qualifyingexam” was formally instituted. This 
effectively defined all graduating students as 
honor students and the college as an honors 
college. A third practice, which emerged in 
1919, was the policy of reducing grade aware- 





along till graduation. 

This ideal college was defined in the First 
Report of the President as one that “shuts its 
doors promptly on idlers by means of a disci- 
pline from which there is no escape.” 


The First Class 

The doors of the college opened in the fall of 
1911, with a freshmen class of 52 carefully 
chosen men and women, primarily from the 
Portland area. The first yearclasses were taught 
in a temporary building at Eleventh and 
Jefferson Streets, where a Safeway parking lot 
stands now. In this year, some classes were 
scheduled separately for men and women, 
anticipating the plan to have both men’s and 
women’s colleges. Of this first class, 64.5 per- 
cent graduated, which to this day remains the 
largest percentage of freshman survival in the 
history of the college. 

The next year, with 68 new freshmen, Reed 
moved to the raw campus. The only two 
buildings, Eliot Hall and Old Dorm Block 
(both designed by Albert E. Doyle), were 
eventually to be part of a larger “Quadrangle” 
in the spirit of St. Johns College, Oxford 
(Because of financial difficulties, the “Quad” 
was never completed, but the plans are still in 
the Student Body President’s office). These 
enthusiastic, young, and energetic students 
and teachers were involved in every aspect of 
campus life, and together they began the long 
task of turning “Mr. Ladd’s cow pasture” intoa 


campus. 

In this same year Foster suggested the student 
body organize and elect a student-body presi- 
dent. The students were given complete con- 
trol of their own affairs, similar to policies at 
Bowdoin, where it was felt that involving 
students in government led to a more mature 
and responsible student body. In March of 
1913 the students drew up the first “Constitu- 
tion of the Student Council of Reed College.” 
This constitution, approved in May, granted 
theStudent Council therighttoprior informa- 
tionregardingcontemplatedlegislation affect- 
ing student affairs. It was also the formal accep- 
tanceof the “principle ofassociatedliving,” the 
essence of the Honor Principle. In 1913, after 
the students had become more politically so- 
phisticated, the amending powers of the Stu- 
dent Council were surrendered to the student 
body, and the Council was given authority to 
control student activities “as in their judge- 
ment for the welfare of the college.” 

In these early years the atmosphere was, by 
later standards, extremely puritanical. In 1914, 
the Council ruled the tango nefarious and 
prohibited it. In the same year the Council 









































rebuked two freshmen girls for “general silli- 
ness and over familiarity with the boys...loud| @ 


no such thing as ‘student government,’ since 
the government of the college must ultimately 
rest with the faculty and and must always rest 
there.” 

The faculty had an unheard-of amount of 
power in the governance of the college, espe- 
cially in deciding on the curriculum and the 
budget. In 191 5thefacultycommittee became 


different bodies of the college. The faculty 
constitution offered a “joint committee” to 


ciple. The students rejected thison the grounds a 
that it threatened their liberty and privileges. 
Thisremainedaheated debate until the“Grim 
Winter of 1919,” when a student admitted| 2 


able to confer with students on the adjudica- 
tion of the Honor Principle, such unfortunate 
consequences might be avoided. This consti- 
tutional framework remained virtually intact 
until changes under the Sullivan administra- 
tion in 1963. 

Important to Foster, the trustees, and Amanda 
Reed was that the college be of service to the] . 
local community. Foster spoke of Portland as 
the “city-wide campus.” He and members of 
his faculty attempted to ensure that no indi- 


1911-12 to 48,000 in 1916-17. In addition, 
members of the faculty aided in the work of the 
art museum, the public library, the vice com- 
mission, health bureaus, and the home for 
delinquent girls. One faculty member actually 
chaired a committee of one hundred whose 
campaign helped to carry the State of Oregon 
for prohibition. 

Interestingly, during the First World War, 
Foster attempted to tackle the problem of 
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due to the adverse reactions of the local com- 
munity tothenew institution and its president. 
Foster had earned the reputation of a “do- 
gooder.” In local conservative circles he was 
considered a stiff-collared Easterner and a 
“stranger to the Oregon spirit.” Many feared 
that his practices permitted members of the 
faculty to preacha pernicious radicalism to the 
immature students. 
Outside Oregon, however, Reed was eliciting 
high praise. David Starr Jordan, chancellor of 
Stanford University, wrote, “Reed College is 
recognized as standing in the very front rank of 
colleges.” G. Stanley Hall, president of Clark 
University, commented, “You have to my 
mind solved better more problems in college 
education than any institution that I knowof.” 
chancellorofNew York University wrote, 
“The large-minded and penetrating views of 
life and education which have been put forth 
by the President of Reed College have served 
togive that institution anational reputation of 
a very high and enviable character.” From 
many contemporary publications it appeared 
that Foster had successfully established the 
national reputation that he sought, though 
many Oregonians were unsympathetic. 
Unfortunately, the troubles of inflation, com- 
pounded by poor investmentand lack of public 
support, put the college in deep financial dis- 
tress. Caught in a crisis of crumbling finances, 
loss of faculty, strain with the staff and the 
community, and deep personal travail, Foster 
submitted his resignation in the fall of 1919. In 
the following year the staff that remained 


#= numbered eight faculty members and a librar- 
¥ Jian. Apartfrom the trusteesand students, there 
® |wereonly these ninetocarry into the futurethe 
“* |dreams of Reed College. These faculty mem- 


© |bers proved to be “a faithful nucleus ofdevoted 
0 professors” able to preserve “the fine Reed 
©. tradition in the midst of trying vicissitudes.” 


em [President Richard F. Scholz . 


In 1921, Reedfoundnew directionandenthu- 
siasm in itssecond president, Richard F. Scholz. 
Scholz, a graduate of Wisconsin and an 
Oxonian, had beena professorat Berkeley and 


at the University of Washington. He was to 
rank with Foster in setting the character of 
Reed. In a three-year burst of institution- 
building before he died ofoverwork in 1924, he 
new people to the faculty, altered the curricu- 
lum, and modified the College’s organizational 
structure. In three years Scholz added six full 
professors, includingR. F. Arragon, Barry Cerf, 


Victor L. O. Chittick, and Edward O. Sisson, — 


all of whom played central roles in the years 
thereafter. 

The Scholz curriculum was designed to give 
greater breadth and depth to the Reed experi- 
ence. Scholz and the faculty instituted broad 
courses in history and world literature, run. on 
parallel time lines. This core curriculum, as 
opposed to Foster’s elective system, was based 
upon a conception of human experience 
unfolding through time —an inventive way of 
teaching the knowledge and traditions of the 
past. This integration ofcoursescenteredteach- 
ers and students on a common intellectual 
pursuit, and dominated the students’ first two 
years. In his inaugural address Scholz stated: 


“We must humanize the present 
mechanism of administration and 
substituting for the confusion of 
students’ programs and the lack of 
sequence in unrelated courses an 
inter-related, co-ordinated and 
elastic course of study with 
humanistic orientation. We must 
encourage personal contacts and 
relationships based on a common 
intellectual interest, not only 
between faculty and students, but 
between members of allied 
departments.” 


After two years of humanistic studies the stu- 
dent would concentrate his or her studies in 
some specific area. Scholz and his faculty also 
integrated related departments into four larger 
divisions: Literature and Language; History 
and Social Science; Mathematicsand Natural 
Science; and Philosophy, Religion and Psy- 
chology. Thesedivisionsthentook full respon- 
sibility for the students as they specialized. 
After Scholz passed away in 1924, the curricu- 
lum remained virtually intact, to be revised 
again in 1942 by Arragonand others, merging 
the parallel history and literature courses into 
ageneral humanities course. This course hada 
three-fold emphasis: interpretive discussion of 
the material, concentration on original works, 
and emphasison mutual relations between the 


various fields of human thought and action. 
The purpose of the program was toencourage 
inquiring, criticallymindedmenand women, 
sensitive to the expression of ideas and feel- 
ings and discriminating and self-reliant in 
judgement. It has changed little in its devel- 
opment into the Humanities program we 
dearly prize today; a program fully in the 
Scholz spirit. 


The Faculty Take Control 

Atthe endof the Foster-Scholzera the senior 
members of the faculty became the center of 
gravity at Reed. This group numbered hardly 
more than a dozen. Each had been close toa 
leader who, though now gone, had seen his 
ideals embedded in specific practices. The 
senior faculty of 1925 were determined to see 
a strong, distinctively Reed point of view 
prevail. They perpetuated the idea that the 
college must instill both a broad conceptual 
framework and an analytical integrity in its 
students, in order to enable them to as- 
similate,organizeand make judgementsabout 
whatever issues or information confronted 
them. The faculty also preserved the ideal of 
the campus as a domain of free and open 
inquiry, where life centered on matters of 
intellect, with the Honor Principle defining 
conduct, thus overcoming the need for regu- 
lation. Inevitably, this latter goal implied 
participation and cooperation as opposed to 
direction in every aspect of collegiate life. 
The doors for strong faculty control had been 
opened by the 1916 faculty constitution, and 
after Scholz this control became operative. 
This constitution defined the faculty as con- 
sisting of professors, with the president, in- 
cluded as a member of the faculty, as chief 
executive. It placed the faculty in charge of 
educational matters, as well as offering the 
faculty direct access to the trustees via the 
Welfare Committee. The Faculty Council 
became the center of deliberation on policy, 
and all presidential recommendations to the 
Boardof Trustees went first to the Council for 
discussion. Thus the faculty was strongly 
represented in an organizational structure, 
and had a powerful voice in matters of cur- 
riculum, personnel, and budget. 

In 1924, the college was run by an interim 
committee of three professors. Then in 1925 
the third president, Norman F. Coleman, 
took office and remained for nine years. 
Coleman had been with the college pre- 
viously as a professor of English and was the 
only senior member of the faculty with strong 
local ties. He was selected primarily on the 


grounds that the trustees were eager for a more conservative, business- 
minded man who could work on finances and public relations. He did 
not bring grand schemesof new purpose or internal reorganization tothe 
college, and only wished to inject a dose of piety into what was known 
in local conservative circles as “Godless Reed.” Reed was already 
immune to standard religion, and this effort caused little trouble. 


President Dexter M. Keezer 

Reed’s fourth president, Dexter M. Keezer, had the ideas and will to 
shake up ReedCollege. Keezer was the first president to review the grand 
experiment inorder toassess its success andappropriateness to the times. 
A New-Dealer, he thought Reed was over-intellectual, and sought to 
balance the lives of the students to make them more able citizens. Two 
months after his inauguration he wrote to the alumni: 


“Intellectual development is not the sole interest of the 
College... It is firmly committed to the cultivation of those 
generous and understanding attitudes toward fellow 
human beings which form the foundation of good 
manners... And, as a wise teacher, it recognizes the value of 
social activities in providing joyful entertainment and in 
stimulating sensible regard for those amenities which make 
for more gracious living and more individual ease in 
dealing with the world.” 


From the above passage it sounds as if Keezer misunderstood the intent 
of the Humanities program and hoped to turn Reed into a finishing 
school. Fortunately, Keezer’s efforts came tonaught. He ran contrary to 
the ideals and practices of the faculty, who did not share the president’s 
concem about balancing the life of the student. They considered 
Keezer’s actions a “challenge to intellectualism” and defended the 
collegeasit was. Keezer opposed the Faculty Council, and felt thatitgave 
“political expression to the extreme conservatism of the faculty, both in 
matters of educational policy and any others which affect job tenure.” 
The faculty was able to preserve the practices which embodied the 
Foster-Scholz ideals not only because they believed in these ideals, but 





2821SE CLINTON 


also because they wielded the power to maintain them. 4 
There is some evidence that student behavior was modified during the| @ 
Keezer era. Keezer was praised in a 1940 report by the Watchman titled] @ 
“A Few Changesat Reed”: “Winch Social Room is now used for playing] @_ 
cards, studying, no heavy necking with the lights out, no 2 or 3 couples 
trying to beat the others for the davenports. At all times it is properly| @ 
lighted when in use by the students... The drinking that isdone is in the] © 
roomsand they stay thereandnotout infront ofthedormsandoncampus} = 
raising all the hell they can. I think we have lost most of our good| 
drinkers.” In addition to promoting social graces, Keezer did a great deal @ 
tohelp secure the construction of the ski cabin, which did not take place |“@ 
till after his departure in 1942, when he returned to Washington toassist | ® 
in the war effort. 

Whether Keezer’s felt need to alter student behavior was warranted is 
curious. Perhaps from an outside perspective it appeared as if Reed 
students were lacking particular social amenities, but Reed students and 
alumni had long known they were different. Alchough Foster and his 
early students self-consciously and eamestly worked to create normal 
student traditions around Canyon Day, Campus Day, the Christmas 
Party, and Commencement, social life had always been secondary to 
academic seriousness. There were many clubs, centered around shared 
interests, open to all who wished to attend, including a debating club, a 
rowing club, literature club, a biology club, a classics club, ahazing club, 


boundaries. But, from the beginning, students were dedicated to infor- 
mality and individualism in extracurricular activities. Thiscommitment 
toinformality grew over the decades, and by 1960.almostall formal social 
occasions had vanished. The informality and spontaneity that charac- 
terized social life was part of the distinctive Reed experience. 
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The meraaial J J. Haapala graduated in Intemational Studies and now runs 
Heron’s Nest Farm down in Junction City. 
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by Blake Nebell, 92 


[Background 
Before World War II, Reed College was predomi- 
nantly a local phenomenon. While it had achieved 


striking low for its level of achievement and because 
in some cases— their parents had decided that the 
ideals of Reed were the proper educational environ- 
ment. It was said that half of the student body lived 
on campus and half still lived at home. As a whole, 
the students tended to be from identical cultural 
backgrounds and retained ties to the Pacific North- 
west after graduation. 

With the passing of World War Il, the character of 
Reed students started to change. Veterans, coming 
back from overseas, had lostsome of their generation’s 
inhibition towards foreign environments and were 
also eager — under the Gl bill — to pick up their 
academic lives from where they had been so abrupdy 
broken off. The end result was an influx of students 
to Reed after WWII whose perspective and cultural 
experience was broader than before and who looked 
farther abroad in their concems. This was the begin- 
ning of a long period of nationalization for Reed 
College, where the student body and the faculty 
began to include people of vastly different social and 
cultural environments and who had a variety of 
assumptions as to what education should be like. 


The War Years: Scott, Odegard,and MacNaughton 
During World War Il, Reed was run by acting 


gram. Like most colleges at the time, Reed operated 
with a skeleton crew, as faculty and students took 
part in the war effort. There was also an effort during 


disenchanted with aspects of the Reed administra- 
tion under Dexter Keezer, Scotr’s unpopular prede- 
cessor. 
In 1945, Peter Odegard took the job of president. A 
political scientist at the University of California, 
* Berkeley, he quickly became well-liked by students 
Y land well-supported by the faculty. However, he 
© |found that Reed’s pressing financial demands put 
“= |too much ofanemphasison the fund-raising aspects 
t | ofhis job, a situation not to his liking. In 1948, when 
© |Berkeley asked him to retum, he resigned as presi- 
Ou dent of Reed. 
£ Ermest MacNaughton was the next to assume the 


Into the Modern World 


president's chair, though only in an interim role. A 
strong-minded man, MacNaughton had been Chair- 
man of the Board of Trustees? in the late '30's and 
early’40’s, but had left the position due to dissatisfac- 
tion with Keezer. He became involved in the college 
again after Keezer’s resignation and eventually mar- 
ried the widow of Richard Scholz, Reed’s second 
president. Prominent as a banker in Portland and 
also editor of The Oregonian, MacNai was 
acutely aware that he was neither an academic nor 
a permanent president. Consequently, he assigned 
himself to the areas of administration he had expe- 
rience in—finance and public relations— leaving the 
intemal policies ofReed to the main administrative 
body of the faculty, the Faculty Council. Literally 
spending his momings at the bank and the newspa- 
per and his aftermoons at Reed, MacNaughton 
operated asa manager, executing thedecisionsofthe 
Council rather than originating any himself. 
Under MacNaughton, Reed’s enrollment and fi- 
nancial status began to rise. During this period, 
emphasis also began on the development of a na- 
tional student body, with the first tabular represen- 
tation of the geographical distribution of students 
appearing in the Reed Course Catalog, 


Duncan S. Ballantine 

After a long search, the trustees in 1952 finally 
settledon Duncan Ballantine, Associate Professor of 
History at the Massachusetts Institute of Technol- 
ogy, as the next president. A graduate of Amherst 
College and Harvard, Ballantine had served in the 
Navy during the war, working on logistical organi- 
zation, and had later helped establish a humanities 
program at MIT.2 Reed was his first administrative 
position. 

Ballantine was a vigorous individual and quickly 
proved that he had a far different conception of the 
presidency than previous administrators. He felt 
that the president should not be “outside the col- 
lege,” involved only with finances and “explaining 
the college to the public.“4 Instead, he saw the 
college as being limited in its educational stance? 
and “only on the threshold of its promised great- 
ness."© He viewed the president’s role as vital in 
confronting thissituation. Within his first few months 
he had obtained a $25,000 grant from the Ford 
Foundation Fund toconducta self-study ofReed. He 
also took an active stand in several faculty disputes 
over ions of tenure and governance proce- 
dures, / sparking the first resistance to him on the 
part of the faculty. After the success under 
MacNaughton, they felethat any presidential role in 
the internal affairs of the college was misplaced and 


1 I’m just the one who got to put all the words on paper. Eric Gibbs, Esteban Gutierrez, 


= |and Emily Headen were the ones who turned themselves into the History Hit Squad and spent 





4 Ia week down in the Archives, reading and soaking up the documentary evidence while I ran 
& Jaround doing the interviews. Thankyou, thankyou, thankyou. 


that like Keezer, Ballantine did not understand the 
nature of Reed. One professor, after a particularly 
strenuous debate over tenure, told Ballantine “You 
will poison the well.”8 

The Ford Foundation self-study quickly raised more 
resistance on the part of faculty and students, as the 
Humanities program, the Junior Qualifying Exami- 
nation, and the Senior Thesis all came under 
question. Students also resented Ballantine’s view 
of their social lives and his belief in their “laissez- 
faire attitude” towards the Honor Principle, with 
students “indifferent or unwilling to take action 
againsttheirfellows.”? Aswith the faculty, Ballantine 
felt that the administration should have a greater 
role and responsibility in the internal workings of 
student life. Later, Ballantine would describe the 
students of Reed as being “a pretty rich stew...ten to 
fifteen years ahead of their time in attitudes towards 
authority and conventionalism.”10 

Ballantine’s second year at Reed saw the solidifica- 
tion of resistance against him through a series of 
ctucial events. The first was an attempt by him to 
alter the president's legal role in the governance of 
the college, reducing the power of the Faaulty 
Council. Ballantine wanted to change the organi- 
zational structure of the faculty so that he would 
appoint the chairman of each academic depart- 
ment, instead of the department itself, the chair- 
men would then serve equally on the Council with 
the faculty’selected representatives. He alsowanted 
both student life and academic and personnel 
changes to be defined as a part of the president’s 
prerogative in the college. The reforms failed and 
the majority of the faculty became incensed against 
him, with a small minority supporting him. On the 
student side, Ballantine disciplined two students 
who had taken leave to California without permis- 
sion in the spring of 1954. Student leaders felt that 
such discipline was squarely in the hands of the 
Student Council and that Ballantine had over- 
stepped his authority. The student body became set 
against the president and his interpretation of the 
college. 
Buttheeventwhich precipitated Ballantine'sdown- 
fall was the sudden, very public arrival of the Velde 
Committee in Portland. The Velde Committee 
was a subcommittee of the House Un-American 
Activities Committee (HUAC), which was inves- 
tigating Communist infiltration in the U.S. Based 
on the testimony of a former Dean of Admissions, 
the Velde Committee identified three Reed profes- 
sors as being suspected of Communist activities on 
campus. Ballantine promptly suspended one of 
them from teaching a summer school course with- 
out consulting the faculty. The faculty responded 
harshly, viewing the action as anencroachmenton 
their academic freedom and resenting Ballantine 
passed a vote of no confidence in Ballantine's 
presidential leadership. !2 Sudents present for the 
summer sent letters to those on vacation, urging 
them to oppose Ballantine. 

The Board of Trustees and the Faculty Council 
both appointed subcommittees to investigate the 


charges and the academic capability of the accused 
professors. In August of 1954, the Faculty Council 
upheld the professors’ fitness to teach at Reed. At 
the same time, the Board of Trustees exonerated 
two of the professors, but conducted a formal 
hearing into the case of Stanley Moore, a popular 
teacher of Philosophy. Moore apparently refused 
toanswerthe questionsofthe Board on the grounds 
that it had no right to ask about his personal beliefs. 
Ballantine also conducted an informal investiga- 
tion into Moore’s case and both he and the Board 
reached the same conclusion. In the middle of 
August, Moore's tenure was broken and he was 
fired. 13 

Faculty and studenthatredof Ballantine wasgalva- 
nized by this action and the pressure against him 
became intense. Three weeks after Moore was 
dismissed, Ballantine resigned as presidentofReed. 
Within three months, three trustees who had 
supported Ballantine resigned as well, including 
the Chairman of the Board. 14 


The Reforms of F. L. Griffin 
While the most of the faculty and student body 
viewed the departure of Ballantine as the salvation 
of Reed, most of the local and national community 
disagreed. Reed already had a radical reputation 
and with the extensive publicity that both the 
Velde Committee hearings and the Moore de- 
tenuring received, this radical reputation became 
oneofCommunistleanings. Both in local political 
circles and in national academic ones, the faculty 
and student body of Reed were seen to have 
unfairly and illegitimately hounded the president 
out of office. Local ministers were even heard to 
expound against Reed from the Sunday pulpit. 
The public attitude towards Reed was extremely 
hostile and there was a serious drop in the number 
of applicants for admission. Even the unity of the 
faculty was marred, as around a quarter of the 
faculty body had sided with Ballantine. !5 In addi- 
tion, the crisis had caused a depletion of Reed’s 
financial support, again placing the college in 
jeopardy, 


The Board of Trustees felt the first priority was to 
reestablish Reed’s local reputation and at the same 
time unite the campus behind a president. They 
asked F. L. Griffin, aretired professor ofMathemat- 
ics, to act as an interim president and repair the 
damage that had been done. Griffin had originally 
come to the college in 1911, when it had first 


opened, and had created a mathematicsdepartment 
that was nationally renowned. “Old F. L.” had 
extensive local ties, 2s well as being highly respected 
among the faculty. He was also a Puritan and a 
moralist who seemed, as one contemporary de- 
scribedhim, ‘impervious’ tocertain kindsofopinion. 
In the fall of 1954, Griffin accepted the position. 
Almost immediately, the trustees, with the permis- 
sion of the faculty, suspended the Faculty Constitu- 
tion of 1916. Over the next three months, Griffin 
constructed a new one. He changed the Faculty 
Council of eight elected representatives into the 
Faculty Advisory Committee (FAC). Its member- 
ship was to be voted on by the faculty, with the five 
people who had the highest number of votes auto- 
matically elected; the president would then appoint 
five more members of his choice, selecting from the 
group of ten who had the next highest number of 
votes. The purpose of the FAC was to provide 
recommendations to the presidentand a representa- 
tion of faculty opinion, which the president could 
consult in making decisions. The ability of the 
Faculty Council to set policy was ended. In a public 
speech not long after the new constitution was 
unveiled, Griffin stated that “Itis clearly understood 
that the presidential function is reestablished. We 
may talk of things informally, but the president 
initiates things administratively.”!6 In the Reed 
College Bulletin, he wrote 


“Administrative decisions 
should be made by 
administrative officers and 
that the faculty should not 
feel aggrieved if an 
occasional decision runs 
counter to majority 
preference, provided there 
has been fair consultation. 
The president is expected to 
function as the executive 
officer in full charge of 
administration, not to serve 
as an agent of the 
faculty."17 


However, these changes in adm inistration appeared 
to have occurred only on paper, for the benefitofthe 
publicand the Board of Trustees. There was nosense 
among the faculty that their prominent role in the 
governance of the college had been removed. While 
creating the FAC, Griffin established the precedent 


. the faculty and strengthened the college policy on 


of choosing as his appointees the five people who| sy 
had the next highest number of votes. In other! @ 
words, the members of the FAC were the top ten o 
vote-getters in the election and the makeup of the 

committee was still a result of a direct vote of the a 
faculty. And while decisions of the FAC could only 
be ‘recommendations’, the president treated them as 



































policy. 
Griffin also worked closely with the senior core of 


tenure. The Moore case had surprised many faculty 
members by revealing that the college could not be |“ 
sued over the breaking of tenure as tenure wasnotat| ® 
that time a legally-binding contract. Griffin defined 
aset of procedures that had to be followed for tenure 
to be broken, including formal hearings, and estab-| 
lished the presence of the FAC in making the] © 
lecisi 


straits, with the college's finances yielding only 
$11,000 more than they had in 1911, while the cost} s= 
of living had tripled. 18 


The Sullivan Years: Growth and Division 
In 1956, anew president was chosen by the Board of| Qn 
Trustees. A graduate of Harvard, Richard Sullivan} O° 
wasat the time the vice presidentofthe Educational! © 
Testing Service at Princeton and was generally 0 
acknowledged as being the operating force behind 

it. A shy and soft-spoken man, Sullivan seemed to x 
slide effortlessly into his position and the social life 
of Reed and Portland. 

At the outset, Sullivan’s presidency was marked by 
the establishmentof matching grants from the Ford 
Foundation, with Reed one of the few liberal arts 
colleges so chosen. The college used the majority of 
the money to increase faculty salaries,a move which 
improved faculty morale in favor of the president. 
Sullivan also started work on softening the relation- 
ship between the trustees and the faculty, which had 
been marked by strife since the departure of 
MacNaughton. Holdingin formal meetingsbetween 
members of the two groups, Sullivan managed to 
open up a dialogue concerning the ideals and pro- 
cesses of the college. Friction and suspicion were 
successfully reduced. At the same time, Sullivan 
followed a hands-off policy on student life, leaving 
the Dean of Students to oversee social matters and 
increasing his own popularity among the student 


body. 

Sullivan then quietly carried out a series of actions 
that, overall, expanded the college and broadened 
itsscope. In 1958, he initiated the firstsabbaticals for 
faculty, an actwhich allowed professors to travel and 
brought visiting professors to the campus to teach. 
























perspective to a Board that had been almost exclu- 
sively ‘old Portland money’ before. The Student 
Unionwasremodled and planssetwhich, by theend 
of the Sullivan administration, resulted in the con- 
struction of the sports center, the reactor, parts of 
Commons, the Weese wing of the library, and the 
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(CrossCanyondorms. Sullivan was successfulenough 
in his fund-raising activity so that in 1961-62, the 
faculty population of the college was increased 
dramatically in a surge of hirings. Suadent enroll- 
ment ako went up by a third, with a dramatic 
increase in the national character of the student 
body as more students came from Califormia and the 
Northeast. Reed seemed healthy and on the right 
track. 
However, two events ocourred between 1963 and 
1965 that had a lasting effect on the rest of the 
decade. The firstwas thesuddenendingofSullivan’s 
sources of finance. The Ford Foundation, reneging 
on an implicit agreement made earlier, did not 
Tenew its matching grants with Reed. At the same 
time, the federal government and many industries 
began todecrease theirdonations touniversitiesand 
colleges across the nation. Sullivan found thatmuch 
of the money that he had been depending on to 
support his expansion of the college had vanished. 
Some observers woul later cite thisneed formoney 
as the cause of the second watershed event of the 
early sixties—Sullivan’s proposal for the founding of 
graduate studies atReed. Duringthe 1963-65 period, 
Sullivan was on campus less and less often as he 
travelledextensively, becomingamemberofseveral 
national boardsandcommitteeson education. With 
the success of his presidency in internal matters, 
Sullivan seemed to turn his attention back to his 
primary interest, the development of the national 
education scene. In 1964 alone, he was chair of the 
District Select Committee forRhodes Scholarships, 
on the Board of Directors for the American Council 
ion Education, and headed up the Advisory Com- 
mittee on Graduate Education. 
In 1963-64, with the backing of several wealthy 
patrons, Sullivan proposed thata graduate school be 
created atReed. While the amountofmoney he had 
at hand for this was small, he seemed confident that 
more could be gotten over time, as graduate schools 
tended to receive the most grants and donations. 19 
The question of a graduate school program caused a 
major rift in the faculty over the ideological goals of 
the college. Roughly half energetically supported 
the program and half opposed it, on the grounds that 
itwould fundamentally alter the nature and purpose 
of Reed. In the end, the faculty voted down the 
proposal, though the narrow marginsof the vote had 
the effect of breaking a long tradition of faculty 
consensus on the Reed educational ideal. Several 
ge |faculty membersdeparted Reed, believing that their 
wy |careers would be better served at larger research 
@ |institutions, andthe money thatSullivan had brought 
ge | the graduate school proposal went instead to 
i. establish the Oregon Graduate Center in Portland. 
disagreement in the faculty over graduate stud- 
ies at Reed was a small event in itself, but heralded 
agreater faculty clash thatwould occur in the second 
E |half of the sixties. 
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The Sullivan Years: Over-expansion 

* JAt the convocation of September 1965, Richard 
“ ‘Sullivan informed the community of Reed that, in 
© |the expansion plans of the college, “our reach has 


simply exceeded our grasp.”20 Sullivan revealed 
that the costs of the expansion had resulted in a 
deficit of around one million dollars and, as he later 
informed the faaulty, unless firm action was taken 
thedeficit would continue to increase, reaching $4.2 
million by 1968.21 To counteract this, he proposed 
a tentative plan whereby the college would increase 
the size of the student body by splitting Reed into 
three separate colleges, with no proportionate in- 
crease in faculty or administration. 

These plans received only a lukewarm support on 
campus and the faculty decided to form the Com- 
mittee on the Future of Reed, to develop and 
examine several short-term and long-term plans for 
solving the financial crisis. Because of the 
Committee’s numerical makeupof faculty, students, 
and trustees, itbecame known as the “Committee of 
42.” 

Thiswasalso the period when thecounter-culture of 
the sixties made its first serious appearances on 
campus. Reed had always had a small but persistent 
student “alcohol culture” and with the rise of the 
counter-culture, some people perceived a passing of 
the torch from thesocial drinkers to the usersof “soft” 
drugs. Simultaneously, student culture as a whole 
was becoming much more individualistic, with a 
dearth of formal student organizations and events, 
and an increasingly passive attitude towards the 
Honor Principle. This informality and lawlessness 
grew as the sixties wore on. 

Sullivan appeared to have felt by the end of the 65- 
’66schoolyearthathe had done all he could forReed 
and that it was time for him to move on. He 
submitted his resignation in April of 1966, agreeing 
to remain through the next semester so that a 
successor could be found. Ironically, his resignation 
was announced at the same faculty meeting which 




































heard the recommendations of the Committee of 
42.22 The long range plan that was eventually 
settled upon called for a freeze in the hiring of 
permanent faaulty, departmental cuts across the 
board, and a change in the student/faaulty ratio, 
from 9:1 to 12:1. Supplementing this would be an 
increase in the size of the student body and their 
tuition. The size of the faculty would be decreased 
over the next five years, as temporary faculty con- 
tracts ran out and these faculty members were not 
teplaced. This self-imposed austerity program was 
to take effect starting in the fall of 67. 


Factionalism and the FAC 

Among the national trends in education that arose 
in the late sixties was the questioning of traditional 
curriculums and requirements. At Reed, this issue 
was particularly relevant because of the emphasis 
placed on the Humanities program by the older 
members of the faculty and the dissatisfaction that 
youngermembersfelt with their lackofcontrolover 
the Humanities curriculum. 

Twofactionsdeveloped among the faculty over this 
issue. The first tended to be composed of older, 
tenured professors, who viewed the traditional our- 
riculum of the college as essential to the nature of 
Reed. The second faction consisted mostly of 
younger, non-tenured professors; they felt that the 
general curriculum needed to be changed drasti- 
cally, in favor of more freedom and modern mate- 
rial, in order for the college to grow. The faculty 
body became polarized by the two ideological view- 
points. The core mem bersof the factions numbered 
around adozen, withsympathizerson bothsidesand 
asmall groupof moderates centered between them. 
With the arrival of the radical counter-culture on 
campus and the implementation of financial cut- 
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backs, the conflict between the groups became 
severe and unforgiving as a sense of crisis grew. 
Sullivan leftReed during the middle of the 1966-67 
year and Byron Youtz assumed the role of acting 
president. A professor of physics and Assistant to 
the PresidentunderSullivan, he seemed concemed 
with unifying the split between the faculty. Of 
particular issue for the factions was the composition 
of the FAC, which had by this time become respon- 
sible for decisions on the granting of tenure, and 
thusdecisionson who would stay and who would go 
among the faculty. The younger faction felt the 
membership of the FAC was deliberately kept 
under the control of the older faction and had been 
for at least ten years. The older faction stated that 
the membership ended up composed of the same 
group of tenured professors because of familiarity 
and seniority, not because of conspiracy. 23 

Just prior to the FAC election for the 196748 
school year, a bylaw change was enacted in the 
election procedures, removing the possibility of all 
senior professors being elected to the FAC. There 
was ako an open and energetic effort among the 
younger faction to vote formemberssympathetic to 
or a part of the faction. In the direct election, three 
seats were gained by members of the younger fac- 
tion, the rest by members of the older faction. 
However, when Youtz chose the remainder of the 
FAC members with his presidential right of ap- 
pointment, he balanced out the makeup with two 
members of the younger faction. The ten member 
FAC ended up almost evenly divided between the 
two groups. 

But the older faction felt that the deliberate voting 
by the younger faction went against the spirit of a 
committee that was supposed to be non-biased and 
representative of the entire faculty. Nine months 
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later, in January of 1968, with harsh and intense 
debate on bothsides, the bylawswerechanged again, 
removing the special clauses that had limited the 
presence ofall senior professorson the committee. 24 
At the same time, the president’s power to appoint 
members of the FAC was revoked. The entire FAC 
membership became a result of a direct vote by the 
faculty. In the elections for the FAC of the 1968-69 
school year, the older faction gained all but one of 
the seats.25 

In another moment of irony, the same faaulty 
meeting which witnessed the FAC bylaw change, 
removing the president's right to appoint, also wit- 
nessed the announcement of a new president of 
Reed, Victor Rosenblum. 


Rosenblum and the Black Studies Crisis 
Rosenblum had been astudentof Peter Odegard's at 
Berkeley and was a professor of law at Northwestern 
University in Chicago when Reed called him to the 
presidency in the fall of 1968. Interested in develop- 
ing the Humanities and social sciences at Reed, 
Rosenblum quickly found himself in the middle of a 
deepand bitter conflict between faculty factions and 
the student body. 

In 1964, Reed received a long-term grant from the 
Rockefeller Foundation to increase the recruitment 
and support of qualified minority students. 26 By the 
time the second installment came to Reed in 1968, 
the college had just under forty black students 
enrolled. There was considerable faculty dissatisfac- 
tion with the program by this time, due to the 
continuing demand of the Black Student Union 
(BSU) — founded in 1967 — for a separate Black 
Studies program atReed. There were also perceived 
links between several of the members of the young 
faculty faction and this demand for a program 
outside the normal control of the faculty body. In 
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addition, there was a belief among some faculty| aq 
members that the Dean of Admissions was recruit-| @ 
ing minority students merely because they were 0 
minority students and not because of their intellec- 
tual abilities. 

In late November and December of 1968, the BSU 
took a set of demands before both the faculty and| 
several trustees, asking for the creation of a Black 0 
Studies program whose curriculum would be under} ** 
the complete control of the BSU. The faaulty o 
referred the BSU to two subcommittees and the 
trustees referred them back to the faculty. @ 


the third floor of Eliot for a week, barricading 
themselves inside and demanding the implementa-| “ 

tion of the Black Studies program. The faculty,| 
meeting three times in an extended and strenuous| © 

debate thatechoed the factional conflict,eventually| Que 
approved the request ‘in principle’27 by a narrow} @ 

margin of 53-50. In January of 1969, the Board of| = 

‘Trustees approved the resolution and after aseriesof| o. 
rejections and negotiations that again severely split 
the faculty, a Black Studies Center was agreed upon 
in March of 1969.28 


a breakdown in public faith in the Honor Principle. 
AtaCommunity Senate meeting in Marchof 1969, 
the Dean of Students informed the Senate thatthere 
was so much public drug activity on campus that he 
felt the police couldn’tbe called onto campus in case 
of other emergencies. 

Thecollege’s financial difficultieswere also continu- 
ing, witha deficit of $600,000 in the 1968-69 school 
year20 causing the implementation of stronger 
cutbacks in the faculty population. Between 1968 
and 1971, Reed lost over sixty faculty members, 
which was slightly more than a third of the total 
body.31 Some resigned their positions because of| 
dissatisfaction with the college's policies, but most 
others left because the cutbacks caused them to be 
denied tenure. However, because the FAC was in 
control of these decisions, some faculty members 
and many students viewed the pattern of denials as 
a “purge” of personnel involved with or sympathetic 
to the younger faction in the faculty.32 Student 


yooqpupy 


that just over a hundred students went on a tuition 
strike, refusing to register for the spring semester 
unless changes were made. After a series of negotia- 
tions with Rosenblum and an extension of the 
registration deadline, the number of students in- 
volved in thestrike dropped down tojustunder forty, 
who in the end did not returm to Reed for the 
spring 33 

More allegations arose at this time over the Dean 
Admissions’ recruitment policies. Specifically, it 
was charged that he was not aggressively seeking 
students of adequate scholarly ability, but was in- 
stead attempting to recruit only minorities and 
studentsrepresentative of the counter-culture. There 
were also rumors that he was being encouraged in 
this by members of the younger faculty faction. In 
the late spring of 1970, the Dean was dismissed. 
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ithin several months, the rest of his four-member 
staff was either fired or departed Reed, leaving the 
college without an Admissions Office.34 A faculty 
committee subsequently took over the admissions 
program and ran it for three years, until a new dean 


was found. 
where “happiness was not in 
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Faced with a cam 
very high supply”55 and with a financial situation 
that required severe cuts in the very academic 
programs he had come to cultivate, Rosenblum 
decided in the spring of 1970 that he could not 
continue at Reed. At the end of the 1969-70 school 
year, he resigned. 


Paul Bragdon 
_ [While Reed did not suffer the violent student 
protests that had plagued many other campuses 
during the sixties, there was a great sense of exhaus- 
tion among the faculty and students by the 1970-71 
school year. The vocal and often vindictive disputes 
that had raged across campus resulted in a feeling 
that the community had torn itself apart. 
During the 1970-71 school year, the faculty formally 
reaffirmed their belief in the traditional ideals and 
eurriculum of the college36 and again refused a 
proposal to raise more tuition by implementing a 
graduate school program. Ross B. Thompson, Vice- 
President of Finance, was acting president of Reed 
while the college sought a new president who could 
solve their disastrous financial problems and who 
could last at a place known as “the graveyard of 
presidents.” With three presidents in four years, the 
Board of Trustees was emphatic that a sense of 
stability should return to the administration of the 
college. 
person the Board settled on in 1971 was Paul 
Bragdon, Vice-President for Public Affairs at New 
York University and a former aide to the mayor of 
INew York. A graduate of Amherst College and Yale 
Law School, he came to Reed impressed by the 
dedication of the faculty and determined to settle 
the financial crisis. A complex man, described per- 
sonally as shy and “unable to make small talk,” his 
presidency would nevertheless be the longest in the 
college’s history, lasting for seventeen years. 
Bragdon very swiftly established strong relationships 
with the trustees and the Portland community,once 
again working to restore Reed’s image with its 
“outside constituencies.”37 Travelling widely, he 
interested some of the larger national foundations in 
= |investing in Reed, particularly in the sciences, an 
[accomplishment which settled some of the college’s 
@ |immediate financial needs. However, in order to 
ge [Create enough time for this work, Bragdon in his 
a. [second yearsetup the office of the Provost, who was 
@ | take over the president's traditional duties in the 
internalacademic affairsofthe college. The Provost's 
Office became the president’s main link to the 
E |faculty body and from itsinception, wastraditionally 
ew {filled byaseniormemberofthe faaulty. This position 
was to be the first ina long line of new administrative 
™ |posts created by Bragdon. 
| Working closely with the FAC to meet consensus 
© Jon policies and in general allowing the faculty to 


manage their own internal affairs, Bragdon keptand 
maintained a high degree of support among the 
faculty body. His fund-raising activitiesalso won the 
Board of Trustees over to hisside. Bragdon’s first ten 
years became a period of consolidation and exten- 
sive growth for the college, as finances increased 
dramatically and the support services of the school 
became more professional and tightly organized. 
Many people were to complain later in Bragdon’s 
presidency that at the cost of saving Reed finan- 
cially, the president increased the size of the admin- 
istration far too much, setting up such positions as 
the Provost, the Office of Residence Life, the Com- 
munity Safety Office, Student Services and others 
which had never existed at Reed before. 

During this period, some professors noted a decline 
in the general academic intensity of the student 
body, a development described as a “lessening of 
purpose.” This was attributed to changes in the 
national environment, as career self-interest re- 
placed the pursuit of issues in terms of importance. 
Others believed that at the same time, they were 
seeing the students adoptinga “more human’ stance 
and that the newer generations were more relaxed 
socially and more likely to give praise to their 
teachers’ work than before. 

Theeightiessawseveral issues arise under the Bragdon 
administration which caused student and faculty 
resentment, though none approached the broad 
crises that previous administrations had had to deal 
with around once a decade. In 1981, after external 
and internal studies, Bragdon created the position of 
Vice-President/Dean of Student Services, which 
replaced the old position of Dean of Snudents. 
Students were unhappy with the new office, since its 
purview extended over most student activities, yet 
very little student input had gone into the decision 
to create it The two people who subsequently 
occupied the office were faced with intense student 
opposition. 

In 1986, the trustees enacted a new charter for the 
Reed College Bookstore, removing its control from 
the Bookstore Board — which contained snudent 
members — to the Vice-President/T reasurer of the 
college. This action was taken against the wishes of 
the student body government. The reasons for this 


‘ action involved financial problems with the 


Bookstore’s management, but the friction between 
the trustees, the administration, and the student 
governmentover the issue resulted in asense among 
students that the Bookstore had been stolen from 
them. 

During the middle of the eighties, the revelation 
that Reed had money invested in South Africa 
caused the creation of the South A frican Concerns 
Committee and later Reed Out of Apartheid. This 
group became extremely vocal in its divestment 
demands to the trustees and the president, seizing 
and occupying the president's office briefly in 1985 
and Eliot Hall in 1986 in protest. In 1987, however, 
agroupofeleven students and alumni took over the 
DevelopmentOffice (now the Public A flairsOffice) 
and refused to leave until the trustees made a pro- 
divestment decision. After several days of negotia- 


tion, Bragdon allowed police on campus toremove 
the protestors. This incident caused a great deal of 
tension between faculty, students, and the admin- 
istration, according to each group's interpretation 
of the event. 

In 1987 and 1988, a join faculty-student commit- 
tee finished the draft of anew Community Consti- 
tution. The structure of community governance 
had last been changed in 1963 under Sullivan, 
when the Student Caucus and the Community 
Affairs Committee — the student and faculty ad- 
ministrative bodies for community matters — had 
been subsumed under the power of the Commu- 
nity Senate. Thiswasan eight person committee of 
four students and four faculty and was intended to 
bring the two bodies in closer contact over matters 
of community legislation. Unfortunately, within 
three years of its creation, the Senate had proven 
unwieldy and was considered an ineffectual figure- 
head by most of the campus. Despite this, it re- 
mained in place until the fall of 1986, when 
students, faculty, and administrators combined 
together to review and reform the governance 
structure. 

They produced a final Community Constitution 
and Student Body Constitution in 1987. How- 
ever, student reaction to the documents was harsh 
and both were voted down. The committee went 
back to the drawing board and because of student 
complaints, a separate committee was created to 
reform the Honor Principle and its judicial proce- 
dures. 

In the wake of this but somehow above it all, Paul 
Bragdon announced that he was leaving Reed to 
take a post as Special Assistant to the Governor of 
Oregon for Higher Education. When he hadcome 
in 1971, the investments and finances of the 
college were floundering at around $4 million. In 
1988, when he departed, he left just over $60 
million in the college’s hands. He also left a larger 
student body, a larger faculty, and a larger admin- 


istration. 


James L. Powell 

Bragdon’s successor was James Powell, a former 
professor of geophysics at Oberlin and before com- 
ing to Reed, president of Franklin and Marshall 
College in Pennsylvania, where he had spear- 
headed the removal of fraternities from campus. A 
stern, highly intelligent man, with a reputation for 
strong internal administration and academic con- 
cems, his first year in office was a relatively quiet 
affair. The only public crisis at the time was the 
continuing effort to establish a Community and 
Student Body Constitution, a situation which left 
the governance structure of the campus in limbo 
until the fall of 1990, when a finished version of the 
Community Constitution finally passed both stu- 
dent and faculty vote. 

Trouble seemed to start for Powell in the second 
year of his presidency. With the retirement of a 
senior faculty member from the position of Vice- 
President/Provost, a vacancy was created which 
Powell filled with an administrator chosen from 
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outside the college. The faculty viewed this devel- 
opment with some resentment, as the Provost had 
always been their voice in the administration. In 
addition, Powell did notseem tohave the personal 
skills that had allowed Bragdon to get along well 
with the faculty. One professor described him as 
havingan inability “to attract people to his point of 
view.” The faculty and Powell, both with strong 
beliefs about the academic program of the college, 
began to clash. 

On the student side, the federal government's 
heavy pressure on colleges to set stringent drug 
policies and the death of a stuudent-on-leave from 
a heroin overdose caused Powell to firm up the 
college's existing guidelines. Free beer, a landmark 
at Reed socials, disappeared. At the same time, 
Powell also consolidated the administration of the 
college, causing the departure ofmany people with 
whom students had become familiar. Combined 
with his humorless public demeanor, a vague sense 
of resentment began to circulate among students 
about the over-bureaucratized nature of Powell’s 
administration. 

However, the main problem which seemed to 
plague Powell was his dealings with the faculty 
body. With the resignation and replacementofthe 
VP/Dean of Student Services in his second year, 
Powell had an established group of four vice- 
presidents, towhom hesubsequently gave many of 
the responsibilities traditionally associated with 
the president's office. The faculty seemed to feel 
that Powell's administration was becoming top- 
heavy and formalized in a manner that Bragdon’s 
had not been. The strong presence Powell and the 
VPs had on faculty committees was also not wel- 
comed. However, asudden internal conflictamong 
the faculty that erupted in the late spring of 1991, 
concerning the membership of the CAT — the 
Committee on Advancement on Tenure, for- 
merly the FAC — showed that the faculty was not 
completely united in its opinions. 

In the end, though, Powell seemed to feel that the 
resistance among the faculty and student body was 
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not allowing him to accomplish the educational 
goals he had set out with. In the spring of 1991, he 
resigned as president to head the Franklin Institute, 
a science museum in Philadelphia. The Vice-Presi- 
dent of Public Affairs, Bill Haden, was named by the 
Board of Trustees asacting president for the 1991-92 
school year, and then Steven Koblik was appointed. 


Blake Nebel was the Editor of the 1991 Handbook. 
Having finished his degree in Humanities, he is currently 
researching an in-depth history of the Bragdon Adminis- 


tration. 


1] would like to thank the following 
people for allowing me to interview them and for 
their candor in discussing the history of the college: 
DuncanS. Ballantine, Paul Bragdon, MarshCronyn, 
Jack Dudman, George Fasel, Frank Gwilliam, Rich- 
ard Jones, Florence Lehman, Victor Rosenbhim, 
Roger Porter, and Charles Svitavsky. Thanks also to 
Herbert Wascow for a phone number, Stanley 
Moore for hissense of humor, and Scott Buckley, for 
his interview with Fred Rothschild. Special thanks 
go to Chris Schramm and Florence Lehman, with- 
out whose insight the Archives would have eaten us 
all alive; Yusef Jawed, who allowed us access to the 
Student Body Archives; and the library, who found 
us acopy of Richard Jones’ unpublished A Curricular 
History of Reed College. 

2 Then called the Board of Regents. 

3 The Quest, Volume 41, Number 1. September 22, 
1952. p.1. 

4 Ballantine, Duncan S. Student Handbook Inter- 
view, July 25, 1991. 

5 The Quest, Vol. 42,No. 10. November 24, 1952. 
p. 1. Comparison of Reed collegiates with seven- 
teenth century Puritans. 

© Clark, Burton. The Distinctive College. p.158. 1am 
thankful to Mr. Clark’s book for providingmuchofthe 
factual background of the Ballantine and Griffin eras. 

7 Reed College Faculty Minutes, December 1, 1952 
(discussion of factorsinvolved in granting tenure) and 
December 17, 1952, Appendix (A memorandum 
cil elections). 


8 Ballantine, Handbook Interview. The statement] aq 















































occurred during December of 1952. ® 
9 Clark, p. 159-160. - 
10 Ballantine, Handbook Interview. 
1] Reed College Faculty Minutes, December 16, 1953} a 


Stepponals) and January 29, 1954 (failure of same.) 
2 Ibid. June 23, 1954. The vote passed 38 to 9. 
13 Foramoredetuiled description of the Moore case, 


Ballantine went on to become the president of Rob-|(@ 
erts College, a US. supported institution in Istanbul, © 
Turkey. On page 2 of The New York Times of May 11, 
1956, there was a notice of a student uprising at 
Robertsofaround270engineeringstudents, due to the 
forced resignation of an Associate Dean of Engineer- 
ing. IncommentingonhiscareeratRoberts, Ballantine 
noted that he had “problems to work out there” but 
that he “learned to play the game well at Reed and 
those problems settled down quickly.” (Ballantine, 


18 ibud., p- 164. 

19 Faculty Minutes, Sept. 24, 1965. 
20 The Quest, Sept. 1965 

21 Faculty Minutes, Sept. 24, 1965. 
22 thd. 


23 thid., April3, 1967. A discussion of the “fissure” 
between faculty members and the composition of the 
FAC. 

24 Tbid., January 29, 1968. 

25 Thid., February 17, 1969. 

26 Many thanks to Roger Porter, for a copy of an 
unpublished article on the history of Minority Suudies 
at Reed. 

27 Faculty Minutes, December 18, 1968. 

28 Over the next seven years, interest in the Black 
Studies Center fell off dramatically. By the mid-70’s, 
it was finally subsumed back into the regular college 
curriculum. Some felt that its demise was inevitable 
because of the ire provoked among the faaulty by its 
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8 Reed College Community Senate Minutes, March 
27, 1969. See also Faculty Minutes, December 14, 
1970. 

30 Community Senate Minutes., October 2, 1969. 

31 Three of Portland’s most famous restaurants— 
Indigine,L’Auberge,and Genoa—weresubsequently 
founded by ex-faculty members. 

32 For a more detailed discussion of this period of 
faculty conflict, please see the “Faculty Division and 
the Tenure Committee” section of A Recent Political 


History 
33 Reportby David Rianda, Director ofInformation 
Services, February 19, 1970. 
4 The Quest, last issue of spring of 1970 (no date on 
issue). Also see The Quest, September 10, 1970. 
35 Rosenblum, Victor. Student Handbook Inter- 
view, July 18, 1991. 
36 Faculty Minutes, April 19, 1971. 
37 Beagdon, Paul. Student Handbook Interview, 
18, 1991. 
Until Mr. Bragdon dies, the archived documents 
of his presidency remain closed. Until then, the 
detailed dynamics of his administration will remain a 
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Reed Folklor 


by Chris Roth, '90 


A Reed tradition is something that 
has occurred at Reed College at least 
once. 

A Reed institution is something that 
has occurred at Reed College at least 
twice. 

A Reed story is something that may 
have occurred at Reed College. 

A Reed rumor is anything discussed in 
the coffeeshop. It has a truth-probability 
of less than 50%. 

-from the 1986 Reed College Student 
Handbook 


lower ColumbiaR iver valley, where Reed 
College is nestled, has anciently been home to 
arich folklore. In thiscentury, anthropologists 
like Franz Boas, Edward Sapir, and Dell Hymes 
have collected the tales and stories of the 
(Chinookan Indians and their cousins. Figur- 
ing prominently in some of these narratives is 
the Indians’ culture-hero and trickster-deity, 
(Coyote, who delighted in confounding hu- 
mans with deceit and mischief. 
But in one story, Coyote was sitting atop a 
mountain where he didn't think anyone could 
see him, fellating himself. However, Sky saw 
him and reported it to the Indians in anearby 
village, who for once had something on Coy- 
ote and wereabletoridiculehim for it. (Asthey 
say, though: if] could reach I'd never leave the 
house.) 
Centuries later, in this little patch of what used 
to be Chinookan territory, the content of 
reportedevents isapproximately asdignifiedas 
Sky’s hot gossip. Toconfirm this, just doalittle 


te |Reedies, likefolklorists, tendnottocare whether 
@ Ithe stories they hear are true or not. 

Q. |For folklorists, this is because they are primarily 
5 concemed with treating belief-systems in par- 
ticular communities as texts — that is, as natu- 
rally (read: culturally) bounded units of dis- 
‘course which instantiate one type of modality, 
4 Jor collective expression if you will, which is 
SB leminently localizable and which serves as a 


point of intersection between lived narratives 
—i.e., experience itself, which is phenomeno- 
ically prior but must remain, analytically, 
and for methodological purposes, an abstrac- 
tion — and told (i.e., literally re-presented) 
narrative, anethnopoetically specifiable mode 
of expression in which history —and by this we 
canmeannothingelsethan somecollectivity’s 
sense of history — is socially constructed in the 
present and is constitutive of an analyzable 
speech-event of a specifiable speech-genre 
that is designed for interpretation/negotiation 
by its participants in that very process of social 
construction. 
For Reedies, it’s because they generally like a 
good story, verifiable or not. 
This is true not just of the notorious Reed 
rumor-mill, which could be the subject of a 
folkloristic study in itself, but of Reed history — 
not the official history of presidents and fund- 
ing drives, but the folk history. 
Each localized community has a set of stories 
whichexplain or refer tospecific places in their 
physical landscape or to institutions or people 
in their social landscape. Colleges and univer- 
sities are no different. What follows is a sam- 
plingofReed’s rather rich body of such lore. It’s 
up to you to decide whether any of it is true or 
whether it sounds like something Coyote or 
one of his incarnations is more likely to have 
come up with. I’ll do my best to sort the pearls 
from the pyrite as we go along, but frankly — 
especially with age — it’s getting harder and 
harder for even me to tell. 
The University of Utah folklorist Jan Harold 
Brunvand has written about the strikingly 
similar types of stories which arise on campuses 
throughoutthe English-speaking world. Many 
are of the type that some particular statue will 
weep bloody tears if a virgin graduates or 
something like that. There is an incredible 
number of variationsonthisone, although I’ve 
never heard one for Reed. 


The Suicide Rule and other standard folk- 
lore 

The most widespread campus legend with a 
Reed incarnation is the Suicide Rule. You 
have all probably heard this one: the rule that 
if your roommate commits suicide yougeta 4.0 
for the semester. The story leads to jokes about 
encouragingyourroommate’sdepression rather 
than cramming for an exam, etc., but most 
peopledotake it for granted thar the rule exists. 
However—and thisissomethingthat Brunvand, 
who makes it his business to study “urban 
legends,” has looked into — there isn’t a single 
college or university in the country that has 
such a rule even though the belief in it seems 


to be universal.! The Reed graduate and 
Rutgersanthropologist Michael Moffatt (’66) 
even discusses it in his ethnography of under- 
graduate life, Coming of Age in New Jersey, 
where he calls it “nonsensical student folk- 
lore.”2 Moffatt doesn't say whether the story 
hadcurrency inhis day at Reed, but! wouldn’t 
doubt it. 

(My favorite version of the Suicide Rule is 
froma Columbia University student whohad 
heard that if you live in a triple with two 
roommates and one of them commits suicide, 
the two surviving roommates only get “B”s. 
The explanation? “Grade inflation.”) 
Brunvand has recently written about a fre- 
quent college rumor around the country that 
usually takes the form of there being some 
specified number of AIDS cases in the student 
body. These rampant and usually unfounded 
factoids probably stem from someone making 
an offhand statement of some kind as to how 
many AIDS cases there would be among a 
given student body, according to some statis- 
tics or other; if someone overhears that in the 
Paradox Café, it might sound as if someone 
had actually seen a list or a number, and a 
rumor is born. Beware of these stories when. 


they crop up. 


Architectural legends 

Another type of campus folklore is the archi- 
tectural-suicide legend. For example, the ar- 
chitect who designed Marischal College at 
Aberdeen University in Scotland supposedly 
committed suicide after a critic called his 
design “a monster wedding cake in indigest- 
ible grey icing”3 (sounds like the new library). 
There’s an analogous legend, equally untrue, 
about the married-students dorm at Indiana 
University. Most of these stories hold that 
some particular architectural oddity on cam- 
pus was the result of a contracting error or 
something which humiliatedor infuriated the 
architect, who then killed himselfby jumping 
off of that very structure. 

In Reed’s version, the Old Cross-Canyon 
Bridge, which was replaced by the aptly- 
named New Cross-Canyon Bridge last year 
(and which I still haven’t seen), was suppos- 
edly, according to an unsubstantiated story, 
someone’s thesis. Physics?Studio Art?Noone 
seemstobe sure. Freshmenmayconsultarchive 
photos of the old bridge to judge what grade it 
might have gotten as a Studio Art thesis, 
whichmayactually explain the story: whether 
because of how it turned out or for some other 
reason, the poor graduate in this tale jumped 
off of it and drowned. 

Now, I find this story a little suspect if only 


because I can’t imagine anyone drowning in the Canyon unless they 
happen to be a foot and half tall (assertions about the 27 feet of mud 
under the foot of water notwithstanding). The most that would happen 
to someone as stupid as the Reedie in this story would have been a very 
uncomfortable bounce off of a half-immersed shopping cart. 

Other architectural legends around the world involve buildings that are 
supposedly sinking or leaning, from the Washington Monument to the 
Oakbrook Terrace Tower in Chicago.4 Recurrent legends about the 
sinking Reed library perhaps too charitably imply an enormous and 
growing collection of volumes, but it actually is true that the Theater is 
sinking. The original architects knew it might happen, since the 
Canyonsoil around there is pretty soft, which is why they built itonstilts. 
Freshmen who don't believe me should try putting chalk marks on the 
stilts now and then checking them again when they graduate. 

(The old Theater, of course, sat where Vollum College Center is now, 
and then it mysteriously burned down shortly after the head of the 
Theater department, in a flash of clairvoyance perhaps, removed all of 
the expensive equipment for storage elsewhere. Or at least that’s the 
story.) 


The MG under the library 

Themost egregious ofall of the Reed-specific architectural legends is the 
story, which] understand stillhassomecurrency, that there isacar buried 
under the library addition, which was finished in 1989. 

In this legend, a Reed graduate was living as a credit-fugitive in the 
Netherlands when one summer night some friends of his, in a burst of 
frat-boy high spirits, rolled his MG from the rear parking lotand intothe 
construction pit of the library addition, whose foundation had just been 
laid. They caved in the windows, let air out of the tires, demolished it as 
best they could, andsomehow-—andis the hardest part tobelieve—buried 
it and made it look as if nothing had been disturbed. In the morning 
construction workers got on with it, oblivious. In another version, the 
MG was lowered intoa huge, deep area of wet cement, which absorbed 
it without a telltale ripple. This, though, sounds like a later incamation 
of the cop-cars-in-the-Canyon myth and is suspicious on those grounds. 
When one of the younger Trustees got wind of the prank, the story goes 
on, he found out who one of the perpetrators was and asked him for the 
photosof the burial that he had heard existed, claiming he wanted to put 
them in a display case in the library lobby. Smelling a rat and likely 
prosecution, the Reedie declined. Not surprisingly, no one knows what 
happened to the photos. 

The heating tunnels which honeycomb the Reed property have also 
been the setting for various legends. The story of an idealistic young 
philosophy professor sheltering persecuted Japanese-American civil- 
ians in the tunnels during the xenophobia of the Second World War is 
probably only partly true. But full credence must be given tomorerecent 
stories about runaways and vagrants setting up digs there. 

Inmy day itused tobe thebig thing totry tosneak intothetunnelsduring 
Renn Fayre or over the summer. Those who succeeded were invariably 
disappointed by how trulydraband unspectacular the tunnels turnedout 
to be, except for the one year when about two hundred garden gnomes, 
snatched off of lawns throughout greater Portland, were amassed there 
with the tacit collusion of some of the hipper Physical Plant employees. 
Inone part ofthe tunnels, there isalarge, high-ceilingedarea overlooked 
byacatwalk witharailing. Apparently one of the mentally ill hobos who 
wintered down there used to stand above an assembled garden-gnome 
“army” and scream gibberish at them, like a dictator on a balcony. 
Occasionally these rantings would filter through the tunnel system and 
emerge faintly from heating vents in Eliot classrooms, which used to be 


where all of the English classes were held. One theory was that it was the 
ghost of Neal Cassady or Jack Kerouac. 












































of seriousness outlined in “Anti-History: Tall Tales, Etc.,” there wasalso| @ 
the famous Brezhnev honor-case. This, I think, may actually have a} © 
kernel of truth in it In 1979, as the story goes, the Soviet Union| = 
(freshmen can now consult an historical atlas if they don’t catch the| 
reference; try Kinder & Helgeman from your Hum syllabus) invaded ® 
Afghanistan. President Carter, in a brief spasm of statesmanlike resolve, 
taught those Redsa lesson by boycotting the 1980 Olympics. Butat Reed 
some leftist scudent organization or some concerns committee or other 
decided tohonor-case Leonid Brezhnev, in absentia (which was legal, at 
least according to the J-Board at the time), for betraying the ideals of 
socialism, violating the sovereignty and territorial integrity of a law- 


They of course won, since it was a pretty open-and-shut international 
crime. They ruled that Brezhnev had to write a letter of apology to the 
Quest —in Russian, ifhe liked —and that he was barred from campus (this 
was during the campus “nuclear-free zone” fad), meaning that he 
couldn’t come to socials, he couldn’t scrounge, and he couldn’t visit 
people in the dorms. 

They wrote to Brezhnev with their verdict and actually got a response, 
apparently written by a low-level Soviet Foreign Ministry functionary, 
with the Kremlin letterhead and everything. It stated tersely, in bad 
English, that the Soviet government had never heard of Reed College 
and that they didn’t recognize the authority of its “Judicial Board.” 
(Presumably, though, they do have a word for honor.) 

All well and good —so far about as effective as the U.N.’s response at the 
time. But then the bureaucracy of Campus Security kicked in and they 
required that, since Brezhnev was barred from campus, they needed a 
photo of him. Half in jest, they clipped an AP wire photo of Brezhnev 
from the Oregonian and put it up on the bulletin-board (the Security 
office was in Eliot then), thumbtacked up among all of the Polaroids of 
flashers and book-thieves. 

It would have ended there, except that a new Campus Security Officer 
was hired who wasn’t too bright and probably didn’t pay attention to the 
news and didn’t notice that the Brezhnev photo wasn’t serious. The 
upshot was an embarrassing incident in which the Russian language 
scholar at the Russian House, who was an exchange student from 
Sverdlovsk, wasroughed up by thisCSO, handcuffed, andremoved from 
campus. The poor guy didn’t even look that much like Brezhnev. He just 
sort of had the eyebrows. This resulted in minor injuries, another honor- 
case, and the CSO being pressured to quit. 


yooqpuny suspnNys 


Why we have Renn Fayre 

Another scandal erupted in 1985 at Reed Arts Weekend, which was in 
those days held at the end of the year instead of Renn Fayre. On this 
occasion, the RAW czar, whom some of you may knowas Mike Kaplan 
(there’s no harm in this, Mike likes to tell the story himself), had 
connections through his father, who wasa theatrical agent in New York 
—areal Broadway Danny Rose-typefigure. Through him, Mikemanaged 
to secure a troupe of midgets that was based in the Catskills to perform 
at RAW. Mike had never seen the act and they were a last-minute 
replacement for Sun Ra, who had taken ill on short notice. 
Itturnedouttobeabadchoiceall around: theact wasin horribly badtaste, 
with pratfalls, short jokes, straw hats, white gloves, human pyramids, 
funny voices, tapdancing — real pie-in-the-face stuff. The reaction was 
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embarrassment for the exploited performers. The following week, 
though, the Quest letters page exploded in protest. Mike unwisely 
defended his decision to the end — “It’s not exploitative! The little guys 
had a great time! At least they're not in the circus!” 

Eventually, Mike wrote a letter of apology to the Quest, and the whole 


thar thiscouldhappen on the Reedcampusandhe nearly had poor Mike 
expelled. 

Mike took a year and a half off and the trustees pulled all funding for 
RAW, which wasn’t reinstated until four years later, after the midget 


Renn Fayre czar —no midgets this time— 
intermittently thereafter. 


The last year of Old Reed 


the ribaldry of their freshman Renn 
Fayres, during what was invariably “the 
last year of Old Reed.” Just to put a stop 


that Renn Fayre there wereabove-ground 


Board even set up medical-waste pifiatas in Lower Commons for the 
‘hil 
were also various rooms set aside for people on pleasure-center- 


stimulating psychoactives like M-drugs, usually filled, to about five feet 


@= |lodged in the inner ear or some such malady. 
@ |In addition, there was the Womb Room — essentially the north balcony 
© |oftheS.U., curtained-off to pitch blackness and set aside for anonymous, 
“ Jinvisible sex on drugs, which for some people I guess is the best kind. 
* |Sometimes serious relationships would even start this way. (This, of 
o course, was very much before the AIDS epidemic.) What the Womb 
©./Rooms amounted to for the most part, though, were Reed Gaming 
£ |Society annexes, with all of the computer and D&D geeks who hadn't 
ems |gotten any all year leapingat the chanceof threading theschnitzelat least 
once before finals. I mean, some of these people musthave usedatwenty- 
sided die when they rolled for ugly. Youcould actually see all ofthe hoods 
and chain-mail and Bloom County T-shirts piled up at the foot of the 
stairs. 





One year an enterprising student went into the Womb Room with a 
camera flash — no camera, just the flash — and pointed it in various 
directions flashing it several times in succession before sprinting out 
again. This disconcerted some of the gamers, who feared that other 
people would find out who they had just boned before they themselves 
did. 


Everything all the time 
The Halloween social my freshman year was in the same vein — as it 
were. MDA was much more popular and inexpensive then than it is 
now, and during the social there was a huge metal spoon, about thirty 
feet long and built to scale, suspended by pulleys above the stage in 
Commons, with the business end directly above a raging fire in a 
makeshift open fireplace, which kept the several kilos of MDA in the 
spoon ata rapid boil. A phalanx ofReedies chained up like galley slaves, 





Paul Bragdon holds a press conference after one of Reed’s frequent “unusual events.” 


groaningand chanting, would periodically pull on hugecablesattached 
tothehandleendofthespoon; thistilted the spoon just enoughtodump 
afresh flow of boiling love-drugs through plastic tubes that were dipped 
into the stuff, carrying the M to crazed Reedies freaking out on the 
dance-floor, wheeling their LV. racks around with bacchanalian 
abandon. And this was back when profs used to go to these things. 
One Reed tradition which in my opinion ought to be revived is the 
Black Caps Game (see the Ronnie Geller Immorality Quotient Test). 
In this game, the players would get some opaque empty gel-caps at the 
pharmacy up the Hill and fill them with up to five hits of any drug they 
wanted —acid, M-drugs, mescaline, anything. Then two people would 
swap and pop them and try to guess what they had just been dosed with. 
In addition to testing the placebo effect in interesting ways — the rules 
said you could put in nothing at all, and sometimes people still got off 
— it made for some pretty out-of-control parties. Apparently people 
actually did play this game. 

The last burst of ribaldry on this scale that I wasaroundforwasataReed - 
house near Ladd Circle some years ago. 1 won't give any names or 
addresses, for obvious reasons. There was a drug pifiata to kick off the 
party, filled with bindles, tabs, tablets, doobs, syringes, caps, shrooms, 
and unlabeled baggies -— a real “pharmacopia.” I remember that a 


diminutive South Asian man wearing tradi- 
tional robes who taught yoga at Reed was at 
this bash for some reason and was enthusiasti- 
cally cajoled into taking the first whack at the 
pifiata, After the yogi was blindfolded and 
handed the bat, it became clear that he didn’t 
completely understand what was expected of 
him. He eventually started swinging in a 
rather timid way and with little effect until 
some people started encouraging him: “Use 
theforce! Use the force!” Then he took adeep 
breath and whacked the thing right open and 
the scramble began. 

Later, at this party, scores of tripping Reedies 
took control of some Da-Glo paint and de- 
cidedtomakeahuge psychedelic mural onthe 
side wall ofthe country-and-Westem bar next 
door, separated by an alley. To this day, new 
residents of this Reed house are baffled by a 
clause in the lease forbidding the presence of 
colored paint on the premises. Perhaps the 
clause owed as much to another incident at 
the house when someone had thoughtlessly 
put arefrigerator on the front porch which for 
some reason had apentagram and the number 
666 painted on it in bright colors. Some of the 
more conservative neighbors misinterpreted 
this as a serious show of loyalty to the Dark 
One, andone of the students got off the Night 
Bus one night to find a good-sized candlelight 
vigil being held outside ofthe house, organized 
by some of the local church groups. The 
refrigerator was subsequently put in the back- 
yard to avoid further troubles with the local 


community. 


Mad Dogs, bare bodkins, and River the New 
Guy 

Faculty members’ exploitsare often as legend- 
ary as anything students do. Marv Levich is 
reported to have obliterated William F. 
Buckley, Jr., in adebate held in the Cleveland 
High School auditorium in the 1960s, but 
somehow I just have trouble with that one. 
Chuck Svitavsky, according to one legend, 
had a cameo appearance in a major motion- 
picture thar was filmed on the Reed campus. 
Toclearthisone uponceand forall: themovie 
that Svitavsky was in was Cram Session; or, 
What the T-Watcher Saw. It’s seventeen min- 
utes long, was filmed in the IRCs (the old 
IRCs, which were where the reactor is now), 
and is banned in the state of Oregon. 

Some of the more amusing scraps of folklore 
that fly around campus, especially over the 
summer, involve famous personages who are 
supposed to be coming in as freshman in the 
fall. In addition to unsubstantiated rumors 
about Philip Glass and Stephen King intend- 
ing to send their kids here, I have heard Kirk 


Cameron, Amy Carter, River Phoenix, and, 
best ofall, an unspecified Kennedy offspringall 
namedasprospectivesor asincoming students. 
River Phoenix sightings were particularlyram- 
pant about a year ago, with people spotting 
him, Elvis-like, darting into Sallyport, sneak- 
ing in and out of the mailroom, or picking up 
a bottle of wine at the Deli. Over the summer 
before he was supposed to show up, it was put 
about that Old Dorm Block was being reno- 
vated to serve as his mansion, with a bowling 
alley in the basement, since he likes bowling. 
Some even said the soccer field would have a 
penned-in area for his pet llamas and giraffes, 
sort of like Michael Jackson. 

As for the Kennedy, no one seemed to know 
which Kennedy it was, but everyone was sure 
that he was about eighteen years old and that 
he had come as a prospective, had shown up 
late, had missed the campus tour, which had 
left withouthim, and wentback toHyannisport 
or West Palm Beach or wherever in a huff 
because he hadn’t gotten V.I.P. treatment. 
Many may also have heard that the close 
relative of a high-ranking Reagan administra- 
tion official artended Reedafew yearsago. This 
is true and I won’ reveal his name for reasons 
that will become apparent. After what I sup- 
pose may have been a bad freshman year for 
him, this guy actually stole the Community 
Server hard drive out of the IRCs. They have 
tightened security in the place since then, I 
hope. Fiddling with itat home, he had troubles 
trying to hook it up to his Mac. So, being a 
smart college student, he rang up Apple Com- 
putersand told them about his hardware prob- 
lems. The person on the other end of the line 
asked for the serial number ofhishard driveand 
then asked for his name and phone number so 
they could get back tohim. The police arrived 
at his door half an hour later, and he ended up 
dropping out or transferring. Or at least that’s 
the story. 

One wonders what he needed all that data- 


storage space for. Maybe it was to store his 
uncle’s secret files from the Iran-Contra — 
Oops! Hope I haven’t given his identity away. 


the Beat poet Gary Snyder (whose 1951 Reed 
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thesis isnow a published book;5 check out the| ® 


frontispiece photo in it, with a picture of him |@ 


days, took advantage ofthe periodic flooding of 
his basement room in a Reed house on Lam- 
berttoconvert part of it intoaZen rock-garden 
for meditation. No joke. 

However, just to set the record straight, Bud 
Clark, Ry Cooder, Steve Jobs, and Marty 
Smith all attended Reed but never graduated. 
Matt Groening never even attended, but he 
used to go to a lot of Reed parties since he had 
some kind of fetish for Reed women. Also, 
there was a Reedie named Ruth Westheimer 
(62) and she is a psychologist and she does 
have apractice in Chicago; however she is not 
the trollish “sex doctor” of tabloid-TV fame. 

Lew Welch (’50) was one of Reed’s more 
famous poets, since Reed in the late 1940’sand 
early 1950's was in one sense the true cradle of 
the Beat generation. He, Snyder, and Philip 
Whalen (alsoa Reedie, ’51) formed acounter- 
part to the Burroughs-Ginsberg-Kerouac axis 
to the east, with which they later converged.§ 
Before Welch became renowned as a poet on 
the San Francisco scene, one of his accom- 


up with the slogan “Raid Kills Bugs Dead”? — 
asort of koan about the food-chain at its most 
unnatural, 
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In 1973, while living with Gary Snyder inrural 


_ Inorthem California and almost at the peak of 











whether he simply “dropped out” of society.8 





Lew Welch just turned up one day, 
live as you and me. ‘Damn, Lew’ I said, 
‘you didn’t shoot yourself after all.’ 
‘Yes I did’ he said, 

and even then I felt the tingling down 
my back. 

‘Yes you did, too’ I said — ‘I can feel it 


now.? 


whole mystery is reinforced by curious 
things such as the talk Welch gave at Reed 
on March 30, 1971, not long before his 
disappearance. The recording of it, one of 
his last public readings, cuts short at the 
height of a digression of social criticism 
Welch gets caught up in. It was one of his 
last public readings and amounted to a tirade 
of keenly felt social criticism. The slim 
volume made up of the text of that talk, 
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published posthumously, !0 omitted without 
comment the more interesting and pointed 
parts after that, but it is all there on the 
casette tape from which the transcript was 
made, on Side B. Check it out in the 
Campus Events Office if you feel so 
motivated: some think the clues to what 


really happened to Welch are in this 


suppressed material. And Gary Snyder's odd 
remark in his preface to Welch's Selected 
Poems that "of his forty-five years of life in the 
west [Welch] gave twenty-one to poetry"! 
(emphasis mine) add to the mystery. 
Whether Snyder meant the western U. S. 
(which he couldn't have, since Welch live 
all over the U. S.) or was hinting at a 
clandestine escape across the Pacific is not 
known. I even met an old Reedie who had 
what he thought was a run-in with an aging 
Lew Welch at a diner in Madison, Wiscon- 
sin, in the early 1980's. 

Sometimes it gets harder and harder to tell 
what's true and what isn’t 

Coyote would be pleased. 


NOTES 
1 Jan Harold Brunvand, Cuases! Broiled 
Again! The Hottest Urban Legends Going, 
New York & London, W. W. Norton & 
Co., 1989, pp. 295-98. 

2 Michael Moffatt, Coming of Age in New 
Jersey: College and American Culture, New 
Brunswick, N.J., & London, Rutgers 
University Press, 1989, p. 88. 
3 Brunvand, op. cit.., p. 256. 
4 Ibid, p. 254. 
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Father's Village: The Dimensions of a Haida 
Myth, San Francisco, Grey Fox Press, 1979. 
6 See Donald Allen, ed., Off the Wall: 
Interviews with Philip Whalen, Bolinas, Calif., 
Four Seasons Foundation, 1978, pp. 7-13, 
41-44; also Aram Saroyan, Genesis Angels: 
The Saga of Lew Welch and the Beat Genera- 
tion, New York, William Morrow & Co., 
1979, pp. 40-60, and Jon Halper, ed., Gary 
Snyder: Dimensions of a Life, San Francisco, 
“wits Club Books, 1991, pp. 8-29. 
7 Saroyan, op. cit., p. 109. 
8 Op. cit., pp. 125-128; see also Tim Dean, 
Gary Snyder and the American Unconscious: 
Inhabiting the Ground, New York, St. 
Martin’s Press, 1991, pp. 152-153. 
9 Gary Snyder, Axe Handles, San Francisco, 
North Point Press, 1983, p. 7; see also Dean, 
op. cit., p. 153. 
10 Lew Welch, "How I Work as a Poet," in 
his How I Work as a Poet & Other Essays/ 
Plays/Stories, edited by Donald Allen, 
Bolinas, Calif., Grey Fox Press, 1973, pp. 50- 
91. 
11 Gary Snyder, Preface, Selected Poems by 
Lew Welch, Bolinas, Calif., Grey Fox Press, 
1976, p.v. . 
Cinis Roth is a Research Specialist in Anthropol- 
ogy for the Mutual UFO Network. 
He never lies. 
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by an anonymous collection of 


scoundrels 
Hancock’s Third Postulate: Thespeedofpropa- 
gation of a rumor varies directly as the square 
of the density of the student body (in both 
senses of the word) and inversely as to the 
truth of the rumor. 
Let n represent the number of Reedies in a 
given room discussing a certain topic called x, 
the number of different opinions on topic x 
will be n+1. 


Reed radicalism 

Since its inception Reed has had a reputation 
left-wingers. Partofthismisconceptioncan be 
traced back toa man named John Reed, now 
buried in the Kremlin in Moscow. Many 
people confused John Reed, the communist, 
with Simeon Reed, the capitalist. People also 
confused William T. Foster, Reed’s first presi- 
dent, with William Z. Foster, Chairman ofthe 
American Communist Party. 

Each year during the late Sixties and early 
Seventies, a “spring crisis” erupted on the 
campus which seemed to occupy everyone's 
time for a few days and then die off. 

The spring of 1972 was no different, except 
this year the occupation of College Adminis- 
tration buildings was in vogue. Here is one 
eyewitness account of the great political take- 
over of Eliot Hall in 1972: 

“Well, that springeveryoneacrossthecountry 
was protesting something that Nixon did. So 
about 400Reediesassembledin Commons for 
a mass meeting to discuss the situation. The 
leaders set up two mikes and two long lines — 
you could talk for as long as the people in the 
front of the room said you could. At this 
meeting Robert Foster stood up and said the 
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greatest line of all time: ‘My name is Robert 
Foster and | am achemistry major and I did not 
come to Reed College to have my ideas chal- 
lenged.’ Then he spent the entire strike lurking 
around Eliot trying to take pictures of people 
inside so he could honor case them. 

“The occupation of Eliot occurred during per- 
fect weather, a full moon, and the middle of the 
week. They tried to lock the people out of the 
Psychlabs butthe Psych peopleannounced they 
would tear them into pieces if anything hap- 
pened to the rats so they gave the Psych people 
back the basement. You'll notice that none of 
the radicals in all their time here ever fucked 
with the Psych people, they never tried to take 
over the Chem or Bio buildings. They take over 
Eliot where they have to fight with a bunch of 
strange administrative people who would prob- 
ably rather not be there anyway, and the liberal 
arts, who definitely don’t want to be there 
anyway. 

“After a long discussion about tactics Mark 
Kemeny stood up and screamed: ‘I don’t want to 
talk about tactics—all] wanttodoisget my rocks 
off!’ (Kemeny’s classic bit of Viemam war activ- 
ism wassuggestingthat everyone goupand bum 
Disco-Mart in protest.) 
“Soeverybody voted and the people whowanted 
totake over Eliot lost. They then wandered over 
to Winchand voted again —that time they won. 
They immediately called up the news-—said that 
the majority of the Reed students voted to take 
over Eliot, they then went to E314 and had 
another vote. It was great. Someone remarked: 
‘All we need now is Clifford R. Lancaster anda 
couple casesof beer,’ and 5 seconds later Clifford 
R. Lancaster came up the stairs with twocases of 
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beer —bought with Student Body money. If the 
beer had held out Eliot would never have been 
taken over. But it was taken over. 

“After another great Nixon crime we went to 
the state capitol to have a vigil early in the 
morning but nobody showed up! There were 25 
sad Reedies, waiting at the capitol, freezing their 
butts off and saying, ‘Oh fuck —let’s make ajoke 
out of it’ So we kept taking the flags down and 
putting them back up again and we had a 
running war with the night watchmen about 
where we were going to put the flags. Then 
finally the local news people came up and said: 
‘Well what are your demands?” 

“Well, we demand a free tour of the Capitol 
building. We demand to see Governor George 
McCall.’ 

“News: ‘You can’t see Governor McCall.’ 
“Whynot! Whycan’tweseeGovernorMcCall? 
“Because he’s in Portland!’ Finally they opened 
up the doors and the Reedies went in and slid 
down the bannisters and had a great time.” 


Society attempted totake overdownstairsCom- 
monsand wasejected by the Poker people. They 
agreed to play a softball game for Lower Com- 
mons and lost — badly. 


Reedies and the police 

Atone point during Prohibition the police tried 
to bust a Reedie for dealing liquor. Reed was 
then surrounded by blackberry bushes in the 
middle of nowhere at the very end of the longest 
streetcar line out of Portland. Three police cars 


to bust the Reedie. They didn’t leave anyone to 
guard the cars so some alert individual released 
the emergency brake. The cars rolled back into 
the Canyon, through the foot of water and into 
the 27 feet of mud. When the police returned 
they were confronted with a vast, empty open 
space. Legend has it that the cars are still there, 
but we doubt it. 

A group of Art people dismantled a police car. 
At that time the thing to do for Art people was 
to weld and bolt things together, so they hada 
fairly good machine shop in the dorm. A group 
of Portland policemen had been giving a Reed 


to the art building and went off to get Reed 
College to give them information about the 
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son who told it to me had a 
Portland Policecardoorhung 


y 
In the fall of 1970, the U.S. Department of 
ustice’s public image, especially oncollegecam- 


The Oregonian got notice of the “invitation” 
several days before Reed did and, tomakea very 
long story short, the invitation was accepted 
(basically because Reed’s public image wasat an 


which oversaw the Chicago Seven trial), and 
consumer affairs. They were given the royal 
treatment. 
Running across the front of Eliot Hall was a 
banner reading, “Ramsay Clark Day.” The four 
gentlemen from Justice and Sid Lezak (U.S. 
district attorney for Oregon) were given a mo- 
torcycle escort to Eliot Circle. When they en- 
tered the campus by the main drive they were 
greeted by cheerleaders in red, white, and blue 
uniforms led by then student-body president 
Suzanne Snively (who had been a Goldwater 
irl in ’64) cheering, “Lean to the left, lean to 
the right, lean to the right, yay, Justice!” and 
b “Two, four, six, eight, who do we appreciate? 
@ (Channel 8, Channel 8, yay, Justice!” After the 
@_|(GrandEntrance, the Reed College HighSchool 
¢ Marching Band, whose instruments consisted 
of acouple of ash can covers, a trombone, anda 
*m jsax, ledtheG-mentothe Commons wherethey 
= |were to hold forth. Hold forth they did, com- 
pletely undoing everything they set out to do. 
G |Most people placed any illegal flora they might 
0. |have had inthe windows. There wasamock sit- 


in of then President Ross Thompson’s office for 
beer. [havenever seen somany peopledrunk or 
stoned out of their minds as on that day. 

In the evening, the G-men and Lezak were to 
answer questionsasa group onapanel with then 





Dean ofStudents Jack Dudman, Paul Bigman (a 
draft resister Lezack had prosecuted), and a guy 
from the American Civil Liberties Union. It 
had been found out the evening before that it 
was the organized crime man’s birthday. Ac- 
cordingly, he gota cake which he refused toeat, 
was kissed by Suzy Snively, and was given a 
rousing rendition of “Happy Birthday.” During 
the questioning, the band which was to play at 
thesocial afterwards got itchy and began to play 
at intervals. About the middle of the evening, 
the Doyle Owl appeared on stage and all hell 
broke lose. Every fire extinguisher in the place 
was emptied. In the course of the fight, the owl 
was dropped and broken. The day ended with 
the social, a complete anticlimax. 


Would You Buy a Used College From this 
Man? 

In the winter of 1970-71, Professor James K. 
Webb of the Literanure Department (currently 
English) was fired. He had begun to get very 
upset about the way then president Ross Th- 
ompson. was, he felt, leading the college to 
financial and academic ruin. About March 
1971, a billboard appeared on McLoughlin 
Blvd., going south just north of the Ross Island 
Bridge with Thompson’s picture and the legend 
“Would you buy a used college from this man?’ 
with Webb’s phone number beneath. Next to 
Webb's billboard was another reading ‘First 
National Bank— Loans for any purpose.” Webb 
wasalso responsible for some weird art knownas 
Slime and led the College-in-Exile. 

The movie Spider God, a film by Webb’s Hum 
210 class about Webb was premiered in a gala 
opening complete with searchlights and limou- 
sines. The film wasaccomplished witha founda- 
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tion grant meant to produce a film as an 
experiment in biography — but they didn’t 
know that the producer of thefilm wastobe the 
subject of the biography. Webb also gave the 
best Hi 210 esis eet — he had a walkie 
talkieon the lecternand gave 
the lecture from his bed at 
home, withalargecollection 
of fuming Hum 210 profs 
glaring from the back row. 
Webb organized cave paint- 
ings in the steam tunnels, 
coached the Reed College 
Trivia Bowl Team (formed 
as a response to the Reed 
College College Bowl 
Team), and distributed false 
diplomastoeverystudentand 
some staff. 





April Fools Day 
“Outrageous” is an apt de- 
scription for April Fools Day at Reed. Students 
traditionally devise some original scheme to 
constructively surprise and shock the commu- 
nity. April Fools, 1976, wasnotablein the great 
press coverage most events received, thanks to 
the hardworking PR office. The award for the 
coolest stunt of the night goes to the people 
whobrought 1 ,800poundsoficeblocks, stacked 
them infront ofthelibrarydoorsand cemented 
them together with carbon dioxide. People 
trying to enter the building had to go through 
aback door untilamaintenanceman chopped 
up the ice and opened the door. The award for 
the most constructive and large prank goes to 
the large group of students who built a 50 foot 
geodesic dome which nearly covered Eliot 
Circle. The dome was pre-fabricated months 
before and stored in the print shop until the day 
before the erection. Then, the group pre- 
fabricated huge 16 foot hexagons, transported 
them over tothecircleat midnightand worked 
until 6 a.m. the next day. At the height of the 
festivities over 35 students were working on 
the project. Sometime during the night a sign 
saying “Coming soon — another Burger King 
Restaurant” was borrowed from a nearby con- 
struction site. The dome made the front page 
of the Oregonian, the regional wire services, 
and a three minute spot on television news. 


The Feces Parade 

In order to graduate each Reed senior must 
submit a thesis to the Registrar on the last day 
of classes by 4 p.m., no later. Those who don’t 
do so automatically become members of the 
Lazy Senior Association (L.S.A.) By 3:30 on 
the last day of classes, the entire graduating 
class assembles on the steps of the library to 


march to the registrar’s office. When 4:00 
nears, the seniors march off with balloons and 
streamers and all sorts of hoopla doop. 
Traditionally, many seniors attempt to travel 
totheregistrar’soffice bynon-traditional means. 
Some scale the walls of Eliot Hall to the office 
on the third floor, some are carried on stretch- 
ers, but most merely walk in a drunken stupor. 
In 1973, Olin Bach got a horse and galloped 
across the front lawn, charged into Eliot Hall, 
slipped up the stairs and walked into the 
president’s office where the horse promptly 
laid a crap on the clean white rug. The horse 
was a great attraction, especially in the faculty 
lounge, where it laid another crap. 

This isnot the only connection of crap and the 
thesis. The year before, the thesis parade was 
followed by a procession carrying cardboard 
slabs with piles of excrement on them. The 
slabs were labelledastotheir origin (.e., giraffe, 
elephant, hamster, etc.) and the procession 
was identified as “the Feces Parade.” Unfortu- 
nately, it never became a tradition. 


The Basque Bomb Scare 

Every year some poor group of idealists des- 
tined for disillusionment tries to bring some 
truth to the rumor that Reedies tend to be 
actively bizare in one way or another. 1975 
was no different 

Sometime in the beginning of the school year 
agroup of nameless freshmen sat stoned inone 
ofthe Cross-Canyondormsand suddenly burst 
intoa flurry of early morning creative activity. 
Thenextmoming the Associated Press, United 
Press International, the Oregonian, the 
MulmomahCounty Sheriff's Department, plus 
all high administration officials at Reed were 
confronted with the following letter: 

“TO THE FASCIST PIGDOG OPPRES- 
SORS: 

“We, the members of the Basque National 
Liberation Cadre ofReed College, have planted 
abomb inside the Mathematics Building. This 
bomb has been set to explode within 48 hours 
of your receipt of this letter, unless all of our 
demands are met. 

“WE DEMAND: 

“1, ROTC shall be removed forever from the 
Reed Campus 

“2. the release of all political prisoners 

“3. an end to the sadistic oppression of the 
laboratory animals held prisoner by the Psy- 
chology Department 

“4, an end to the inhuman addition of curry 
powder to the food in Commons 

“5, the immediate establishment of a Basque 
Studies Department 

“6. an end to the serving of fish on Basque 


National Holidays within the city limits of 
Portland. 

“UNLESS the Govemor goes on. television 
within 48 hours and accepts our demands, as 
wellasadmittinghis role in the oppression of the 
Basque People within the State of Oregon, this 
bomb will explode, completely destroying the 
Reed Mathematics Building. FREE AMERI- 
CAN SAMOA!!! 

“Basque National Liberation Cadre #106.” 
The perpetrators did not expect nearly the wide 
responses tharfollowed. MaddogMarvinLevich, 
having not opened his mail yet, replied, “What 
bomb threat?’ whencalledupontocommentby 
the Associated Press. Paul Bragdon stayed a safe 
distance from all telephones. Four police cars 
screamed their way to the door of Eliot and ten 
right-offNBC cops clambered in with that 
we've-pot-a-job-to-do, everybody-outlook about 
them. 


Marvin Levich was seen trying to explain to a 
hyperthyroid Bomb Squad sergeant that it’s all 
ajoke. Buthe couldn’tstop them from spending 
thenext hour andahalf searching the third and 
fourth floors of Eliot Hall. 


Nothing happened in the Seventies 

On April 22,1976, theeighth anniversary of the 
takeover of Elioc Hall by the Black Student 
Union, the Communists for Carter grouped 
their forces in the Eliot Basement and sprang 
their long-awaited takeover, taking all three of 
Spendinganentirenightwatching PutneySwope, 
drinking, and racing against time to construct 
the Trojan Peanut, about thirty of the original 
radicals dwindled down to ten by the time the 
officials from the media arrived. Red peanuts 
were distributed liberally to them, and Carter’s 
role in Marx’s theory of history was explained in 
double-talk detail. The next day they found 
themselves on the front-page lead story of the 
Sunday Oregonian, and a thirty-second human 
interest blurbon the Channel 6 news. The story 
was also picked up by the LA Times. 

None of this was quite as anti-climactic as the 
Easter Pageant as performed by the Reed Col- 
lege Guerilla Theater Group. (The group par- 
ticipated in both of the above events.) 

The Last Supper occurred in Commons and 
ended with Jesus being taken out by two Ma- 
was a low-budget spectacular culminating in 
Jesus's limp, ketchup-covered body being car- 
ried off to the infirmary, and the resurrection 
occurred with the Hallelujah Chorus sounding 
off and firecrackers blasting as a rejuvenated 
Jesusclimbed out of the heating tunnel, holding 
his halo with one hand and trying to ward off 































smoke bomb projectiles with another. 


Brother Sam 

In 1987, Reed experienced the Wrath of God in 
the form of Brother Sam. Brother Sam was a 
young fundamenralist preacher, of the back- 
woods variety, who'dheard that there were souls 
to be saved at Reed. So one day he suddenly} ams 
appeared on campus, a quiet blond woman —| ® 
introduced as Sister Sue — in tow and began |«q 
proselytizing. He had come briefly two years! @ 
before, so word of his arrival was immediately 
spread throughout the campus. 

BrotherSam suddenlyfound himselfsurrounded 
by a crowd of about a hundred Reedies and 
someone started following him around with a 
‘Clear Glass’ recycling sign. During his sermon, 
awomanand aman walked around butt-naked 


pool 


;o° 


timeandsaid, “Noneof youhave probably even 
looked at a Bible.” Unfortunately this was the 
week that Hum 110 was hip-deep in the Bible, 
so students whipped out their copiesand started 
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on the cross (this being a former Hum joke). 
AtSam’s request, he was brought achalkboard. 
Onit, hedrewa line chart of Good and Evil with 
an arrow showing Reed as off the chart. He told 
the masses gathered that they were Evilandthat 
Reed was the most Evil college he had seen 
(Sam wasvery keenon the word Evil).Condoms 
had been tossed randomly throughout, so when 
Sam followed up the chart by saying the crowd 
would experience “eternal condemnation,” a 
veritable blizzard of condoms came showering 
down on Sam. It should be noted that Sam’s 
helper, Sister Sue, didn’t get away unscathed. 
Throughout the sermon she held an anti-abor- 
tion sign. Towards the end the sign was ripped 
off, leading to a rather slapstick chase scene. 
Eager fans of Brother Sam were depressed when 
he didn’t show up in 1989, but prayer vigils are 
held regularly for his return. 


Gorilla Theater of the Absurd. 
In the middle of the Powell era, peculiar, seem- 


realize it, Reed College was witnessing the 
adventofamysterious organisation calling itself 
“Gorilla Theatre of the Absurd.” Or perhaps it 
was “Guerilla Theatre of the Absurd.” No one 
can say for certain which their true name is, or 
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had gone along with cleverly designed stickers 
and changed all the signs to read “Malcom X 
Street.” Who could have done this? Only insid- 
ers at Reed knew for sure. 

merry pranksters continued their antics, 


tually, the gallery owner accused them of mak- 
ing art — which they vehemently denied — and 
they left. 

In 1990, Dan Quayle’s second trip to Portland 
prompted even more of a demonstration than 
his first had. In the midst of the protest, there was 
anextraordinary commotion at 6chand Yamhill 


green. The lastcolor wassupposed tobe blue, but 
somewhere between the dyed-blue mashed po- 
tatoes going in and the syrup-of-ipicac-induced 
result coming out, something had gone wrong. 
group distributed pamphlets to anyone 
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interested, in which they called themselves the 
“Reverse Peristalsis Painters” and claimed tobe 
producing a painting for Dan Quayle. 
During the Gulf War, the folks in the toxic- 
waste suits showed up again, this time taking 
radiation levels of customers at McDonald's, 
cautiously warning them “You're okay — this 
time.” Also during the Gulf War, a giant bill- 
board downtown that featured The Simpsons 
was attacked by a group of people with moun- 
tain climbing gear. They quickly changed the 
words coming out of Bart’s mouth to, “Honk if 
you think war is stupid, man!” This one made 
the local news as well. 

In 1991, the administration planned a big 
opening ceremony for the new city-of-the- 
futuresque Cross-Canyon Bridge, with speeches 
folderol. The night before the opening, GTA 
painted the bridge like a highway, complete 
with attached highway-reflectors. They were 
assisted by the fact that the bridge kind of looks 
like an interstate highway to begin with. A real 
highway sign reading “Highway 5 This Way” 
wasplacedatthe entrance. The reflectors proved 
particularly resilient and required hydraulic 
equipment to remove in time for the opening. 
The upshot of the whole incident was that an 
unusually large crowd turned up at the opening, 
most of whom came to snicker at the now- 
especially-pompous ceremony. 


The Car Underneath the Library 

In 1987 and moving on into 1988, the entire 
westend of the west parking lot was one big mud 
pit, as the construction of the new Library wing 
was underway. Many people became annoyed 
at this, as the construction disturbed their peace 
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ofmindandtherelativeserenity of thecampus. 
Many other people were alsoannoyed at Mark 
Verna’s MG, which was sitting in the parking 
lot like a flaking, rusting pimple. Verna had 
taken off for Europe the semester before and 
decided that hiscar could be safely stored in the 
parking lot. 

One night, with the mental fortification of 
several cases of beer, a group of people dedi- 
cated to the beauty of the campus descended 
on the parking lot likea plague of locusts. With 
several people acting as lookouts for security 
guards, they broke into Verna’s MG, released 
the parking brake, and rolled it into the giant 
pit that was to be the basement of the new 
Library. It had been a rainy summer and the 
MG sank like a stone. Some people took 


photographs. 

Bill Curtin, Director of Community Safety, 
heard rumors of thisevent and spent the rest of 
the summer trying to find out if it was true. 
Eventually, he concluded it wasn’t. He, on the 
other hand, never sawthe photographs (which 
they wouldn't let us print in the Handbook, the 
bastards.) 

Mark Verna, who came back a semester later, 
was confused when he couldn't find his car. 
After they told them where it was, he was seen 
standing in front of the new Library, shaking 
his fist at the sky and screaming. However, we 
suspect that this last bit may be apocryphal. 


Conclusions 

With all of the people there are in this world 
just waiting to get offended at something, I ask 
you, one slob to another, have you got any- 
thing better to do? 
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by Owlsey Premo 


It’s really very simple. There’s this three 
foot cement Owl that everyone goes 
apeshit over. Otherwise reserved and 
intelligent Reedieswillrisk lifeand limb 
to get The Owl all for their very own. 
Riots break out at its every public ap- 
pearance. Property is damaged. People 
are injured. Studying stops. 

Skeptical? Sound silly to you? But just 
wait until you see the Owl You too will 
be drawn to its irresistible beauty, its 
unique charm, and the subtle thrill of 
the gang fight. 


HERE ARE THE FACTS 
Theorigins of this institutionalized may- 
hem lie somewhere in the mists of a 
1913 Eastmoreland night. Some House 
F (now Doyle Dorm) residents slip out 
and grab a large lawn ornament in the 
form of an owl. They drag it back to its 
new home, high atop the old dorm 
block. A legend is born. 

Verysoon the Owl becomesan object of 
contention, for the boys in the next 
dorm covet the Owl in its beauty, and 
attempt to make it their own by lower- 
ing it down with a rope. They were 
detected, apprehended, and punished 
(bent over with lowered pants that 
House F might smite them in their 
wickedness). The Owl was moved 
inside. 

Then the true power of the Owl’s 
beauty became known. It is not 
enough to simply possess the Owl - 
the Owl must be shown, its owner 
must flaunt its glory before the de- 
sirous have-nots, who are in turn 
driven to violence in their frenzy to 
obtain it. All Doyle Owl stories are 
simply tragedies based upon this 
profound irony. 

At first this phenomenon was asso- 
ciated with the House F formal 
held every year in Commons (now 
the Student Union), where the 
Owl would be displayed. Efforts to 
steal the Owl usually intensified in 
anticipation of thisevent. One year 
saw an unusually vigorous effort by 






residents of House F one night, demand- 
ing the Owl and their G (House F had 
also stolen their big neon G) in ransom, 
unsuccessfully. Undaunted, several days 
later they staged an attack on House F 


which was attended by five carloads of 


police, who musthave been disappointed, 
for they left shortly, declaring they were 
not needed. Shortly afterwards began a 
two hour siege, featuring water, mud, and 
ammonia 

bombs (an 

invention 

of House 

G). House 

F quelled 

the attack, 

however, 

when it é 

brought its 

firehose into play, also breaking windows 
and inflicting water damage on the 
building’s interior. 

Another example from the murky past is 
an Oregonian article in 1954. The Owl is 
now known as the Doyle Owl and its 
natural cement colored with a coat of 
orange paint. Five students placed it on 
consignment with the Kharouba Art 
Gallery, downtown. Another student 
arrived with a policeman to demand its 
repossession, but a call to the college 


HouseG. Firsttheykidnappednine The House F Lads with their precious idol, circa 1926. 












































president established that it was com-| 
mon college property, not belonging to) » 

any person or dormitory. This suggests to| @ 
the insight of an historian that the Owl 
no longer belonged to the people in 
Doyle. Anyway, the Gallery turned the 
kid down andasked for police protection. 
On Ramsay Clark day, in 1970, members 
of the Justice Department held a panelleg 
discussion in the crowded Commons.| @ 
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many fire extinguishers were emptied, 
the Owl was dropped on the pavement 
and cracked up. Undaunted, the frenzied 
mob fought for the pieces of plaster and 
cement thatwerescattered on the ground. 
Later the main base of the Owl appeared 
intact on President Thompson’s door- 
step. Alumni Director Florence Lehman 
had anewplaster head madeand the Owl 
was returned to circulation. 

Thus there remains a physical link be- 
tween our present Owl and the original 
Doyle Owl - a happy circumstance, 
as Reed has been plagued by impos- 
tors in recent years. The most obnox- 
ious of these is about the same size as 
the real Owl, but is made of plaster, 
not cement, and is much uglier. It 
remains at large today and is occa- 
sionally mistaken for reality. Accept 
§ no substitutes. 

| Another story of duplication begins 
® in Lincoln, Nebraska, where an itin- 
™ erant Reedie was wintering over 
|. Christmas break. It seems that on a 
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adorned the facade. Their resem- 
blance to the Doyle Owl was pro- 
found — to see them was to want 
them. This was easier said than done 
as these birds were mounted at the 
top of the building, three stories up. 
But when there’s an Owl there’s a 
way, and this young Reedie laid care- 
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plans. 

Tools were gathered and a strike force 
was recruited. A ladder was taken froma 
local fraternity house. In the deep of a 
New Year’s Eve the strike force struck. A 
bird was lifted. The intrepid Reedie and 
hisnew Owlsuccessfully escaped to Reed, 
leaving the fraternity ladder behind to 
point the finger of blame in the wrong 
direction. (This proved unnecessary: no 
one noticed that the bird was gone until 
mid-February when The Daily Nebraskan 
ran a story on the missing bird. When 
interviewed, onejanitorclaimed the bird 
had been missing for five years.) 

Safely back in Stumptown, our Reedie 
began devising plans for his new Owl 
Since it wasn’t really suitable for show- 
ing, being made ofcoppersheet metal, he 
had to come up with a more innovative 
idea. The beauty of its form was put to 
good use through the miracle of modern 
plastics. A fiberglass mold was made of 
the bird, and polyurethane foam was 
poured, yielding many New Fake Owls. 
April Fool’s Day ‘77 saw the debut of this 


new art form, with appearances in su 
likely locations as in the canyon (float- 
ing) and the International Studies 
Department’s annual spring meeting. At 
the social that night one foam Owl was 
burned atop a huge pile of old Quests 
while the real Owl, in a carefully coordi- 
nated arrangementwith itscurrentowner, 
whized past in a white Datsun. The 
usual high-speed chase around Portland 
ensued, but possession was retained. 

In the last few years, the Owl has been 
journeying thecountrywitha vengeance. 
The 1989 Handbook tried to possess it, 
on the excuse that they needed it for a 
cover photo. The owner wisely whisked 
it off to Seattle. The Handbook people 
were forced to airbrush in a photo of the 
Owl, circa 1935, enlarging itintoa twelve 
foot tall statue, thus misleading an entire 
generation of freshfolk into thinking a 
two ton Owl was hiding somewhere on 
campus. On a similar note, an unfortu- 
nate alumnus was supposedly rended to 
bits by his fellows at a reunion a few years 
back, upon proudly displaying his “Doyle 


Owl” tattoo. 

The year before last, the Owl somehow 
made it into the hands ofa band—a real- 
world band — named Tears for Fears, 
who put it in one of their MTV videos. 
Reedies promptly sentoutacommando 
squad to put an end to this travesty, but 
they grabbed the Owl and took off with 
it themselves. It was spotted near 
Disneyland last year and had to be de- 
fended from a busload of Yakuza enforc- 
ers disguised as Japanese tourists. The 
Reed commando team ultimately pre- 
vailed, however, as a result of their 
combined rigorous dialectical training 
and religious fervor for the graven im- 
age. 

Mysteriously, the Owl made no appear- 
ance last year. It was last seen in public 
hanging from the (old) Crosscanyon 
Bridge in the Spring of '91, and was 
stolen out of Jon Peterson’s RCA room 
soon thereafter. 

God only knows where it is now, but if 
you have it, be sure someone wants it 
and will try everything to get it. 


Five ‘Son hawthwene 















Our stock includes every kind of good 
book, be it popular, academic or rare, 
used or new, and plenty of bad books 
too. Semi-comfortable chairs, a public 
restroom and a coffee-shop round out a 
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justifiably referred to as ‘decent’. We 
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by Vijay Shah 

Though the sixties was an era of protest and 
liberation, the nature of that protest and liberation 
changed through the decade. The discontinuity in the 


extent shares responsibility for some evils ofour time, 
but statements attributing direct causation of every 
major evil to 'US. policy’ seem to me not so much 
outrageous butsilly.” This excerpt is particularly strik- 


decade is greatly due ing when comparing 
tothe transitionfrom the prevailing viewsof 
the idealism and the early and late six- 
belief of the early U eS ties, The naivete that 
sixties to the disil- was expressed about the 


lusionment of the 

late sixties. This transformation is evident in the 
student culture that emerged during the period. This 
article attemptsboth todocumentand characterize the 
change in attinutes at Reed in the sixties by looking at 
the Quest during that time period. 

The Quest has never claimed to represent the 
opinions of Reed students as a whole. Respecting the 
newspaper's autonomy, my project must be careful not 
to extend any findings to include even the majority of 
Reed students. However, the degree to which the 
Quest changed from a bold outhook in the beginningof 
the sixties toone that wasmore radical at theend of the 
sixties can still be evaluated. 

When considering the character of students’ 
attitudes in the sixties, it must be stressed how Reedies 
never really subscribed to Cold War ideology. This is 
especially clear in regard to the issue of anti-commu- 
nism. Reedies did not conceive of communism as an 
threat. In fact, immediately after World War II, stu- 
of those under suspicion of being subversive. Reedies 
tallied against the Truman loyalty order and the House 
sage taken from a 1946-7 issue of the Quest: 


Those who care about democracy should not be 
fooled. The ugly fact that the committee is 
succeeding in its objectives mustnotbe blurred at 
any cost. Leftists and liberals cannot afford to be 
silenced for it is particularly they who are terror- 
been whipped up so effectively that even the 
most flagrant violations of constitutional and 
civil rights are now sanctioned or overlooked by 
American people who are so convinced that the 
“commies” under the beds ready to blow them to 


pieces. 

The fact thatReediesdid not adoptCold War ideology 
has great implications for the shift in attitudes that 
occurred in the sixties. 

Although they recognized many wrongs in 
American society, Reediesof the early sixties generally 
had confidence in the system as whole. This confi- 
dence is most evident in the area of civil rights and the 
Viemam war. Reed students believed that wrongs 
would be eliminated from society if only they were 
exposed to the government. For example, Reedies 
made appeals to the government toend the violence in 
Mississippi. Spudents subscribed to a “sacred secular” 
vision: they believed the state could be appealed to for 
some sort of salvation. One student wrote in a 1963-4 
issue, “I freely grant that the government to some 





government’s good intentions would 
have been inconcievable in the latter part of the 
decade. 

By the end of the decade, the government’shalo 
had worn off. However, there was nothing mystical 
about the transformation. The government's soured 
new image was due to a combination of both the 
failures of the Kennedy and Johnson administrations 
andthe Vietnam War. The U.S. governmentwasnow 
seen as the cause of the wrongs perpetrated in society. 
One senses the utter betrayal felt by this student in 
1965. He wrote, “A llour handsare stained with blood; 
we are covered with the filth of rotting corpses whose 
deaths we are responsible. Our taxes pay for hired 
killers that maim and destroy and say that they are 
protecting freedom.” The Camelot idealism having 
evaporated, the writer of the above passage finally 
realized the brutal hypocrisy of the U.S. government. 
However, another Reedie, John Dough, even took his 
railing against the system one step further. In 1965, he 
wrote: 


people which denies the very values that Jefferson 
took pains to stress and which is for these reasons, 
in my opinion, intolerable evil. And in order to 
change thissystem, youstartto analyze itandwhen 
you begin tosee how it functions and how different 
parts interrelate; you are faced with the conclusion 
that Mississippi, Watts, and Viemnam are not 
separate, isolated mistakes but on the contrary, 
they are products of the same system... 
Thisstatement rejects the notion that America 
is a great society where one can work patiently and 
trustingly through acceptable channels. Sincesociety, 
especially the political apparatus, was the root of 
American evik, it was reasoned that a social transfor- 
mation was necessary to rectify the situation. As a 
result, it appears that a significant number of Reedies 
openly advocated more drastic measures to change 
society—namely revolution. Ina 1967 article entitled 
“Revoltor Row”, the author illustrates how pessimism 
could foster a belief in radical solutions. In reference to 
the civil rights movement, he wrote: 


Forget any delusions about unifying the races in. 
afightagainetracism. Within the next five years, 
blacks will realize that they cannot beg or buy or 
prove themselves out of the bind that racism 
(notwhite people) has around them. Therefore, 
the only “out” available at this time is a bustout 
“revolt”. 

The author of the article “Revolt or Rod” has identi- 


fied something important—the feeling o 
disempowerment in the late sixties as opposed to the 
early sixties. 


alwaystaised whendiscussingworld affairs. “Can 
we do anything”, it was asked. We cannot 
control the temendouspolitical and social forces 
of our times, it is justifiably argued. Yet we can 
each exercise controloverone force, the force of 
our own personality. No one knows whether or 
not this force isstrong enough to save humanity 
from the impending disaster. If we do what we 
can the miracle might be brought about. 
Non-violentdemonstration was interpreted by Reedies 


also bring publicity to theirrespective movementsand 
swell their ranks. More specifically, civil disobedience 
at Vietnam protests would emphasize non-interven- 
tion and stimulate public concern over American 
policy. That faith in non-violent protest waned as the 
sixties went on. 

There were many reasons why non-violent pro- 
test lost some of its value in the eyes of Reed students. 


wrong to the government won't help. He wrote: 


The whole idea of mass mobilization is rooted in 
the false notion thatdemonstrations themselves 
will end the war, by frightening the Presidentor 
showing the people that not all protestors are 
hippies, or by making the demonstrator feel good 
orsome other way. Butunderlying this notion is 
buta mistake; an aberration ofour basic benevo- 
lentforeign policy. This isthe underlying fallacy. 
Wemustrealize thatthe war isbasicto American 
foreign policy, that the structure of our society 
requires this type of war for its survival. 
As brutal a critique of American aulture as this is, 
Lippman shows how non-violent protest is useless 
unless it isdirected ata governmentwhose aim issocial 
justice. The lack of faith in the state goes a long way in 
explaining the devaluation of peaceful protest. 

It is intriguing to juxtapose the following 
passage written in 1968 with the one about the the 
“War Weary Suudent Ponders Resistance, Rebellion, 
and Death” reads: 


If we can stay and fight together, we can maybe 
e 
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throw out the bastards that are fucking over our 
lives with this lousy draft and war and that are 
going to try destroy black people—and even if 
we can’t win we can at least make it as hard as 
possible for those shits. So many people's lives 
dependon us—our livesdepend onus. We gotta 
fightorwe already lost. Noone is going to be free 
until we all are—our lives are connected. What 
kind of people are we if we didn’t even try. 





At least this is the view asserted by one Reed student 
in 1967. He wrote: 


Isee the primary responsibility ofReed radicalsto 
be that of changing people’s lives that they will 
develop a radical consciousness and commit- 
ment to change. Changing the structures of 
Reed would be one important step in that 
our educational institutions to mold us into cogs 
in the present system, so why can’t we change 
these institutions in such a way that peopk will 
have more freedom? 

In this light, reforming Reed was reforming 


© |be interpreted as reflecting discontent with society. In 
© |1969,amemberof the Black SuudentUnionwrote, ‘If 


racism, Black Studies wouldn’tbe nearly as important 
aswe believe it to be now. Tous [Black Suudies] ismore 


= forsurvival.” Again, the explicit connection wasmade 
society as a whole. 
The Honor Principle isdeservingofmore atten- 





nity life, it isa key to understanding Reed disillusion 
mentin thesixties. A declining faith in the valueofthe 
Honor Principle should be seen as a serious challenge 
toReed life. Inthe latesixties the Honor Principle took 
ona laissez-faire nature asopposed to the spiritofhonor 
that held each student accountable to his or her peers 
in general agreement about proper and improper 
indicates a lack of faith in social structures. Rhetori- 
cally, did not monolithic, callous American society, 
with its skewed sense of community values, cause 
Viemam? The reasoning was that it was virtually 
impossible to seek moral uprightness and virtue as a 
group. Reedies turned to individualism perhaps be- 
cause it was considered the only real way to acquire 
honor. Therefore, late sixties students spurned the 
former meaning of the Honor Principle that was 
accepted in the earlier part of the decade. 

By the end of the decade, even the possibility of 
changing Reed seemed negligible. For example, al- 
though the demands of the Black Suudies advocates 
were acceded to, nothing concrete had been initiated 
yet and the college’s commitment to an “alternative” 
curriculum was very much in doubt Said a 1970 
Reedie with frustrated indifference: 


lam tootired, too bored withtalking aboutReed 
and itsproblemstoopessimisticaboutthe chances 
for any changes I want tosee, too alienated from 
thismad and suicidal factory, toomuch involved 
in trying to start a new and better place. I like 
what you are tying to do, and I hope that 
something comes of it, but I suspect that Reed 
will get what it deserves. 
The result was disillusionment with Reed which 
paired with disillusionment with society created a 
climate of utter pessimism. Ifstudents couldn’tchange 
asmall liberal arts college in the Northwest, whatwere 
the chances of redeeming the soul of the nation? 

So far only the content of the Quest has been 
discussed. My project now considers the structure of 
the sixties. It is worth noting that the structure of the 
paper, much more than the content, isa productof the 
respective editors. For example, the Reed community 
obviously had nothing to do with how the masthead 
was displayed on the front page. Nonetheless, the 
structure of the paper is still worth examining because 
how Quest editors confronted the same responsibili- 
ties with different approaches is significant. The tone, 
layout, and journalistic standards of the paper all 
indicate a tum to disillusionment in the late sixties. 

Perhaps the strongest example is the area of 
editorial practices. For most of the decade, the Quest 
was very conscious of journalistic ethics. Articles on 
even the mostexplosive issues tended to be neutraland 
impartial. All viewpointswere expressed inchudingthe 
not followed in the latter half of the decade. Polemics 
became the rule even inwhatweresupposedto benews 
articles. This biased presentation of one view gave the 





newspaper an overwhelmingly sarcastic, cynical tone. 
Phony headlines boldfaced*C1.A.nameddirty pinkos 
by Quest!”. Further, editors in the late sixties allowed 
nudity and profanity in their pages where they had not 
before. A 1967 Quest ended the issue with a full-page, 
nude photograph of a woman. 

The newspaper’s layout became more and more 
abstract as the decade went on. During most of the 
sixties, the layoutofthe Questwasorderly, easy toread, 
and generally straightforward. By 1967, thestructureof 
the paper became manifestly more jumbled and un- 
conventional. Articles and features were sometimes 
upside down. Theeditorsofthe 1967-8 Quest blacked- 
out the frontpage ofone of their issues. Such phenom- 
ena indicate the disillusionment of the Quest in the 
late sixties. 

Clearly, the structure of the Quest changed 
through the sixties. But the question arises: what does 
it mean? My suggestion is that the departure from 
conventional practices signifies a dissatisfaction with 
accepted norms. In this light, the appearance of 
blacked-out pages and profanity was a rejection of 
established culture. Since such entities as journalistic 
ethics are hallmarks of society, their abandonment 
represented a lack of faith in social instinutions. Re- 
pulsed by an oppressive society that caused atrocities 
like Viemam and Watts, Quest editors sought refuge 
in thesublime and abstract Onestudentsummed itup 
well in 1970: 


The Quest that ten years ago was the opinion 
of the community is now profane. It has 
denigrated into masturbatory sweat, a biased 
injoke, a nosery for pubescent witlessness of 
junior high school women’s liberation 
journalism. 

Thus, the sixties transition from belief and 
idealism to disillusionment was illustrated in the 
Reed College Quest. The disillusionment at Reed 
was not only a lack of faith in American society and 
the state but also a pent up frustration that nothing 
could really be done to remove these evils. Yes, 
revolutionary fervor persisted at the end of the 
decade but became a sentiment expressed in aimless 
desperation. So when the Spring 1970 issue came 
out (the editor abandoned the weekly format of the 
newspaper at this point), the last issue of the 1969- 
1970 academic year and therefore the sixties, it was 
a fitting send-off for a decade ending in dashed 
hopes. The pessimism and cynicism of the issue was 
announced on the very front page with a photo- 
graph of a graveyard. In fact, the entire issue was 
preoccupied with what was wrong at Reed. On the 
basis of the dismal view asserted by the last issue of 
the sixties, one would have never guessed that the 
Quest or for that matter Reed College would still be 


in existence into the nineties. 


Vijay Shah graduated in 1993 with his 
Bachelor's in History, having written the only 
thesis on India this blighted year. His name means 
‘victory’ in Hindi, we think. 








as ratified by the Faculty 29 October, 1990 B. The presiding officer of the Senate shall be the Student 
Body President, who shall vote only to make or break a tie. 


Preamble C. The Senate shall select a Secretary from the Student 
We, the students of Reed College, adopt this Constitution Body who shall keep minutes at all Senate meetings. 

in order to establish our government, that we might better D. The Senate shall select a Treasurer and an Assistant 

contribute to the maintenance and growth of the Treasurer from the Student Body, who shall be ex- 


officio, non-voting members of the Senate, and who 
shall administer and enforce the Senate Financial 
Policy specified in the Senate Bylaws. 

E. Each Senate office shall be held by only one 
individual. 

Section 4. Other Members 

A. A representative of the Quest shall be an ex- 
officio non-voting member of the Senate. 

B. Former Student Body Presidents, except for 
those who have been recalled by the procedures of 
Article IV, shall be non-voting members of the Senate 
while they remain members of the Student Body. 

Section 5. Meetings 

The Senate shall hold open meetings not less 
than once every two weeks during the regular academic 
year. 

Section 6. Decisions 

Decision by the Senate shall be by majority vote 
of at least a quorum of the Senate. 


Reed Community. We commit ourselves to respect, 
encourage, and support one another in our academic 





and community lives. 


Article I. Student Body Membership 

Any student currently enrolled at Reed 
College and paying Student Body Fees shall be 
considered a member of the Reed College Student 
Body and, except as explicitly stated within this 
constitution, or within the Faculty Code, shall be 
entitled to all the rights and privileges and charged 
with the maintenance of all responsibilities of a 
member of the Reed College Student Body. 


Article II. The Student Body Senate 

Section 1. Function 

A. The Student Body Senate shall be the 
representative body of the Reed College Student 
Body for all its legislative, executive, and judicial 
purposes, and shall represent the interests of the 
Student Body to the Faculty, the Administration, 
and the Trustees of Reed College. 

B. The Student Body Senate shall establish 
policies and adopt bylaws, to which it shall conform 
in the discharge of all its responsibilities. The Senate 
shall authorize and, when necessary, organize and 
control student activities; supervise Senate boards 
and committees and recognized student organiza- 
tions; allocate, distribute, and supervise Student 
Body funds; establish policy for the use of the 
Student Union Building; appoint student members 
of committees; and take such other actions as it 
judges necessary for the welfare of the student body. 

Section 2. Composition and Size 

A. The number of Senators may vary in 
number from six to fifteen, as established in the 
Senate Bylaws, depending on the needs of the 
Senate. 

B. Quorum shall consist of two thirds of the 
full voting membership of the Senate. 

Section 3. Officers 

A. The Senators, President, and Vice 
President of the Student Body shall be elected by the 
Student Body in a valid election as set forth in 
Article III of this Constitution. The President and 
Vice President of the Student Body so elected shall serve as Article IV. Recall 
Senators. Section 1. All elected officials of the Student Body may be 
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Article III. Voting 

Section 1. 

All Reed College Student Body elections shall be 
held by secret ballot and shall take place in accordance 
with the Reed College Student Body Senate Bylaws and 
the Reed College Student Body Elections Code. 

Section 2. 

A quorum of the Student Body in all regular 
elections, initiatives, referenda, and balloting on 
amendments to the Reed College Community Consti- 
tution and Reed College Student Body Constitution 
shall be defined as twenty-five percent of the Student 
Body as defined in Article I of this Constitution, except 
as otherwise specified in the Reed College Community 
Constitution, the Reed College Student Body Senate 
Bylaws, or the Reed College Student Body Elections 
Code. 

Section 3. 

The elected representatives of the Reed College 
Student Body are the President, the Vice-President, the 
Senators, the Quest Editor(s), and the Quest Assistant 
Editors. The Presidential, Vice-Presidential, Senatorial 
terms shall be one year. The Quest Editor(s) and 


Assistant Editor shall serve a term of one semester. 
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recalled in the following manner: 

A. Twenty percent of the enrolled Student Body may file a 
petition for the recall of elected officials. Copies of this petition 
shall be submitted to the Student Body President, the Student 
Body Vice President, and the chair of the Community Affairs 
Committee of the Faculty. 

B. The Student Senate shall call a special recall election to 
take place within one week of the receipt of such a petition 
according to the procedures provided in the Reed College 
Student Body Elections Code. 

C. Such persons shall be immediately recalled if at least 
thirty-five percent of the entire Student Body votes to recall in 
the special election. Replacement procedure shall be provided in 
the Reed College Student Body Senate Bylaws. 

D. Any persons recalled may run for reelection to office 
from which they have been recalled at the next election for that 
office. 


Article V. Boards and Committees 

Section 1. 

The Senate shall have the power to create and dissolve 
such standing and temporary boards or committees as are required 
to investigate the necessity for legislation, administer new 
functions of the Senate or Community, or aid the Senate in the 
discharge of its responsibilities. 

Section 2. 

The Senate shall have the power to join with the Faculty 
and Administration of Reed College to create and dissolve such 
standing and temporary joint boards or committees as are 
considered advantageous for the functioning of the College and 
the community. 

Section 3. 

All committees and boards created as set forth in sections 1 
and 2 shall report to the Senate at the behest of the Senate. 


Article VI. Judicial Procedures 
Section 1. Student Judicial Board 
A. There shall be a Student Judicial Board as specified in 
the Reed College Community Constitution. Its members shall be 
appointed by the Student Senate as specified in the Student 
Senate Bylaws. The members of the Judicial Board shall choose a 
“chair of the Judicial Board from among themselves. 
B. The Student Judicial Board shall function as set forth in 
the Student Senate Bylaws and the Student Judicial Board Code. 
Section 2. The Appeals Board 
A. There shall be an Appeals Board which shall review the 
results of Honor Case proceedings which a party to the case has 
appealed. 
B. The Appeals Board shall advise and recommend action 
to the Dean of Student Services on appeals. 
C. The Appeals Board shall be constituted as set forth in 
the Student Judicial Board Code. 
Section 3. The Honor Council 


The Student Senate shall nominate the student members 
of the Honor Council as specified in the Reed College Commu- 
nity Constitution. The chair of the Student Judicial Board shall 
be an ex-officio member od the Honor Council. 


Article VII. The Quest 

Section 1. 

The Quest shall exist as the independent newspaper of the 
Student Body, staffed and edited by members of the Student 
Body. 

Section 2. 

The Quest shall be edited by one or more editors elected by 
the Student Body according to the procedures set forth in Article 
III of this Constitution. 


Article VIII. Referendum and Initiative 

Section 1. Referendum 

Subject to the provisions of the Community Constitution, 
legislation may be approved by a majority of the Student Body 
voting on any legislation, bylaw, or amendment to the Student 
Body Constitution referred to it by the Senate at any regular or 
general election. 

Section 2. Initiative 

The Student Body has the right to propose any item for 
referendum by submitting a petition to the Student Body 
President with the signatures of at least twenty percent of the 
enrolled Student Body and an explanation of the item to be 
proposed for referendum. 


Article IX. Amendment 

Section 1. 

The members of the Student Body may amend this 
constitution in the manner described in Article VIII of this 
document, subject to approval by the Faculty, President, and 
Board of Trustees, as set forth in the Reed College Community 
Constitution. 

Section 2. 

The Senate may propose amendments to this constitution 
which must be approved by a majority of the Student Body 
voting in a valid election, the Faculty, the President, and the 
Board of Trustees, as set forth in the Reed College Community 
Constitution. 


Article X. Adoption 

This constitution shall become the instrument of the Reed 
College Student Body insofar as it is consonant with the Articles 
of Incorporation and Bylaws of the Reed Institute, the Constitu- 
tion and Bylaws of the Faculty of Reed College, and the Reed 
College Community Constitution. This constitution shall take 
effect immediately upon its approval by a majority of the Student 
Body and a majority of the resident Faculty, a quorum existing in 
each case, approval by the President and the Board of Trustees, 
and the election of the Senate. 
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as ratified by the Faculty and Student Body, November, 1989 
Preamble 


The academic and administrative Faculty and the 
Student Body of Reed College adopt this constitution in order to 
define how we may share responsibility for the government of 
community affairs. We declare our commitment to responsible 
and honorable conduct in academic and community affairs, and 
we reaffirm one another's rights to freedom of inquiry and 
expression in coursework, scholarship, and the day to day life of the 
Reed Community. Since such freedom requires an atmosphere of 
trust and mutual confidence, we further declare that dishonesty, 
intimidation, harassment, exploitation, and the use or threat of 
force are incompatible with the preservation of this freedom. 


Article I. The Student Body Senate 


Section 1. The Student Body shall select a Suudent Body 
Senate, which shall be the representative body of the 
students of Reed College. The President of the 
Student Body shall preside at all meetings of the 
Senate. 


Section 2. The Senate shall have its composition, manner of 
selection, powers, and rules of procedure established in 
the Reed College Student Body Constitution. 


Section 3. In accordance with the provisions of the Reed 
College Student Body Constitution, the Senate shall 
have authority to initiate and review community 
legislation on behalf of the Student Body; shall 
represent the interests of the Student Body to the 
Faculty, Administration, and Trustees of Reed College; 
shall establish policy for the use of the Student Union 
Building; shall receive reports from all committees of 
the Faculty and the College that have student 
membership; and shall oversee the official boards, 
committees, publications, and recognized organizations 
of the Student Body. 


Section 4. In accordance with the provisions of the Reed 
College Student Body Constitution, the Senate shall 
have sole authority over the allocation and distribution 
of Reed College Student Body funds. 


Article II. The Faculty Community Affairs Committee 


Section 1. The Community Affairs Committee of the 
Faaulty shall be elected or appointed as the Faculty 
shall choose to specify in the Bylaws of its Constitution. 
The Dean of Student Services shall be an ex-officio, 
non-voting member of this committee. A Chair 
selected as the Faculty shall choose to specify in the 
Bylaws of its Constitution shall preside at meetings of 
the committee. 


matters of student welfare. 


Section 3. The Community Affairs Committee shall represent the views 
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Section 2. The Dean of Student Services shall use this committee as a 
forum for testing and seeking advice about faculty opinion on issues 
and policies regarding the conduct of that office, and on general 
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of the Faculty to the Student Body Senate, and shall review all 
enactments of the Senate, except for allocations of Student Body 
funds. 


Section 4. At the request of either body, the Community A flairs 
Committee and the Senate shall meet jointly for discussion of 
issues of mutual concem. In no event will meetings be less 
frequent than once each month when the College is in session. 


Article II]. Community Legislation 


Section 1. The Senate shall forward in writing all bylaw changes, 
policies, and other enactments, except for allocations of Student 
Body funds, to the Community A flairs Committee of the Faculty. 


Section 2. The Community Affairs Committee shall approve, 
suggest revisions to, disapprove, or declare its lack of jurisdictional 
interest in all forwarded enactments of the Senate, but shall 
normally approve or disapprove only those enactments which 
would affect the regulation of community conduct. 


Section 3. Legislation at Student Senate Initiative 


A. The Community Affairs Committee shall have fifteen working 
days from date of receipt (counting only days when the College is 
in session) to review and respond to enactments of the Senate. 
Any Senate enactment for which the Community A fairs 
Committee has declared its approval or disapproval shall be 
presented for discussion at the next regularly scheduled meeting of 
the Faculty. It shall stand approved if by the end of that meeting 
the Faculty or the President takes no action. 


B. Faculty action may be a vote of approval or disapproval, or 
deferral until the next regularly scheduled Faculty meeting, 
pending additional consultation between the Community Affairs 
Committee and the Senate. In the event of a vote, the will of the 
Faaulty shall be expressed by simple majority, a quorum being 
present. 


Section 4. Legislation at Faculty Initiative 


A. At the behest of the Faculty, the Community Affairs 
Committee may propose legislation for the consideration of the 
Senate. If approved by the Senate, any such enactment shall be 
presented for discussion at the next regularly scheduled meeting of 
the Faculty. It shall stand approved if by the end of that meeting 
the Faculty or the President takes no action. 


B. Ifthe Senate does not approve the proposed enactment, and if 
no negotiated agreement is reached, the Community Affairs 
Committee shall report the question to the Faculty with a 
recommendation for further action. 


C. Faailty action on the proposed enactment may be either a vote 
of approval or disapproval, or deferral until the next regularly 
between the Community Affairs Committee and the Senate. In the 
event of a vote, the will of the Faculty shall be expressed by simple 


majority, a quorum being present. 


D. A vote of disapproval by the Faculty will close further consideration of 
the proposed enactment. A vote of approval may be tested by 
student referendum in which at least one-half of the enrolled 
Suudent Body participate. Upon referral by a two-thirds vote of the 
Senate, a student referendum on the disputed enactment may be 
held not more than 45 days, in session, following the Faaulty vote. 


E. The outcome of the referendum shall be reported to the Faaulty. If 
two-thirds of the students voting in the referendum vote to 
disapprove the previous Faculty action, the Faculty must vote by an 
absolute majority of the Faculty not on sabbatical or other leaves of 
absence to reaffirm its previous action. If reaffirmed, further 
consideration of the matter will be closed. If reaffirmation fails, the 
previous action will be rescinded. 


Section 5. Representatives of the Senate, nominated by the Soudent Body 
President in consultation with the President of the College, may 
participate as non-voting discussants during Faculty consideration of 
proposed community legislation. Senate representatives shall 
participate at such meetings at the invitation, and under the 
sponsorship, of the President of the College. 


Section 6. College policies, rules and regulations concerning community 
conduct may be reviewed, amended, or rescinded by the procedures 
enumerated in this article. Such review will be initiated by 
consultation with the responsible institutional officer; or, in the case 
of a Faaulty action, with the Community Affairs Committee. 


Section 7. All current policies, rules, and regulations conceming 
community conduct shall be kept on file with the Dean of Student 
Services and published each academic year. 


Section 8. Enforcement of policies, rules, and regulations concerning 
community conduct shall normally follow the processes established 
by means of Article IV below. 


Article IV. Judicial and Grievance Procedures 


Section 1. Members of the Reed Community are bound in good faith to 
seek informal resolutions of disputes, grievances, and breaches of 
honor before formal steps are taken. Procedures for mediation shall 
be as enacted by the Student Senate and the Faaulty according to 
the processes established in Article III of this constitution or as stated 
in the Staff Handbook. Unless all persons involved in a dispute 
agree otherwise, such procedures shall preserve strict confidentiality 
about both the complainant and the accused. 


Section 2. In consultation with the Student Body Senate and the 
Community Affairs Committee of the Faaulty, the President of the 
College shall at the beginning of each academic year appoint an 
Honor Council, chaired by a member of the Faculty, and composed 
of an equal number of students, faculty, and members of the staff. 
The Honor Council shall be responsible for educating incoming 
members of the community about the meaning and importance of 
responsible and honorable conduct at Reed College. In accordance 
with the procedures referred to in Section 1 of this article, members 
of the Honor Council shall provide advice to persons seeking 
informal or formal resolution of disputes, may serve themselves as 
mediators in disputes, or may refer disputants to designated 
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mediators. The Chair of the Honor Council shall receive 
confidential reports of the progress and outcome of mediation 
undertaken under the Council's auspices. 


Section 3. The Honor Council shall provide the Community with 
routine summaries of its activities, and shall from time to time report 
to the Community about larger issues and problems concerning 
honorable conduct and the College's grievance and judicial 
procedures. 


Section 4. If informal procedures fail, every member of the Faculty, Staff, 
and Student Body has the right to bring a formal complaint against a 
member of the Reed Community, and have that complaint 
considered by an appropriate hearing board. Persons filing formal 
comphaiints shall be notified by the hearing board about the progress 
and outcome of their complaints. Unless all persons involved in a 
dispute agree otherwise, complainants shall preserve strict confiden- 
tality about the content of such notification. 


Section 5. The Student Judicial Board shall hear formal complaints 
brought against students. The composition and procedures of the 
Student Judicial Board shall be set forth in the Suudent Judicial 
Board Code, which shall be enacted and amended according to the 
processes established in Article III of this constitution. The 
deliberations and recommendations of the Student Judicial Board 
shall be held confidential by its members. Formal complaints against 
students must be filed with the Chair of the Student Judicial Board, 
with a copy of the complaint to the Dean of Student Services. 
Decisions of the Suudent Judicial Board shall be in the form of 
recommendations to the President of the College, and shall be 
reported to the Dean of Snudent Services. In accordance with 
procedures set forth in the Student Judicial Board Code, decisions of 
the Suudent Judicial Board may be appealed to the Honor Council 
on procedural grounds and to the Dean of Suudent Services for 
revision of judgments and penalties. A final appeal may be made to 
the President of the College. 


Section 6. The Faculty (or individual members of the Faculty) may 
delegate to the Student Judicial Board authority to judge cases of 
academic dishonesty and recommend penalties to the Faculty and 
the President of the College. In such cases, the faculty members of 
the Administration Committee of the Faculty shall review, and after 
consultation with the Chair of the Student Judicial Board, may 
amend the judgments and recommended penalties of the Student 
Judicial Board. Nothing in this section shall be construed to relieve 
a faculty member of the responsibility for determining the grade 
assigned to any student in his or her course 


Section 7. Formal complaints against members of the Faculty shall be 
heard according to the procedures set forth in the Rules of Procedure 
of the Faculty. Formal complaints against members of the Faculty 
must be filed with the Provost. 


Section 8. Formal complaints against College staff members shall be 
heard according to procedures set forth in the Staff Handbook. 
Formal complaints against staff members must be filed with the 
Director of Personnel Services, or with the staff member's direct 
supervisor. 


Section 9. Records of the disposition of formal complaints, and of 
mediated disputes resulting in acknowledgment of injury to a 
community member or of a breach of honor, shall be kept in 


confidential disciplinary files separate from all other records 
pertaining to an accused party. The Dean of Student Services shall 
keep, maintain, and protect such records for students, the Provost for 
faculty members, and the Director of Personnel Services for staff 
members. Disciplinary records shall be maintained for the duration 
of enrollment or employment at the College, or longer if legally 
required, and shall be destroyed at the end of that period. 


Section 10. The Rules of Procedure of the Faculty, the Student Judicial 


Board Cade, and the Staff Handbook may specify circumstances in 
which the Provost, the Dean of Student Services, and the Director 
of Personnel Services may provide appropriate hearing boards and 
committees with information from the files in their respective official 
custody. 


Section 11. The rules of procedure for initiating and pursuing informal 


and formal complaints against members of the Reed Community 
shall be published each academic year. 


Article V. Committees 


Section 1. Apart from committees established under the Bylaws of the 


Reed Institute, there shall be only three kinds of committees at Reed 
College: those established under the Constitution and Bylaws of the 
Faculty, those established under the Student Body Constitution, and 
those established under this Community Constitution. 


Section 2. Except for committees (such as the Committee on Advance- 


ment and Tenure) dealing primarily with personnel issues, or 
committees (such as the Administration Committee and the 
Graduate Awards Committee) dealing with student academic 
standing and awards, or committees dealing with programs (such as 
graduate study) not designed for undergraduates, all committees 
established under the Constitution and Bylaws of the Faculty shall 
either have voting student members or shall work in relation to such 


Student Body Senate. 


Section 5. Agenda Committee 


A. The Agenda Committee shall consist of the President of the Suudent 


Body, the Chair of the Student Committee on Academic Planning 
and Policy, and a student member of the Honor Council, together 
with the Chair of the Community A fairs Committee, the Dean of 
Student Services, the Provost, and the Vice-Presiden 

The Committee shall select a chair from among its members, and its 
meetings shall be open to the community. 


B. The Agenda Committee shall facilitate communication among the 


various constituencies of the College on mattets pertaining to the 
well-being of the Reed Community as a whole. It shall have the 
responsibility of ensuring that such matters come in a timely fashion 
before the representative and advisory bodies established by this 
constitution. It shall provide for appropriate publicity of the 
discussion of such matters, and of the conclusions reached. It shall 
receive minutes from the Student Body Senate and the Community 
Affairs Committee, shall keep these on file in the Deans’ Office for 
one academic year, and shall subsequently deposit copies of these 
minutes in the Student Body Archives and in the Reed College 
Archives. 


C. The Agenda Committee shall meet at least once every two weeks 


while classes are in session. When classes are not in session, the 
Committee shall meet at the call of its chair or of any two members, 
or of their designated proxies. 


Section 6. In a manner consistent with the Constitution and Bylaws of 


the Faculty and the Constitution and Bylaws of the Reed College 
Student Body, the Faculty and the Suudent Body Senate may create 
and dissolve other joint committees as they see fit. 


parallel committees as may be established under the Student Body Article VI. Publications and Public Occasions of Expression 


Constitution. 
Section 1. Publications, exhibitions, public lectures, and public perfor- 


Section 3. When parallel committees (such as the Faaulty and Sudent mances under the sponsorship of the College or of recognized 


Committees on Academic Policy and Planning) have been 
established, the faculty and suudent committees shall meet together 
at least once each semester, and at any other reasonable time when 
either committee requests a joint meeting, Student committees shall 
routinely send to their faculty counterparts copies of all their 
minutes, memoranda, working documents, and recommendations, 
except those pertaining to meetings defined as “closed” to the 
community at large in the Bylaws of the Constitution of the Reed 
College Student Body. Faculty committees shall routinely send to 
their student counterparts copies of all their minutes, memoranda, 
working documents, and recommendations, except those pertaining 
to meetings defined as “closed” to the Faculty at large in the Bylaws 
of the Constitution of the Faculty. 


Section 4. The Suudent Body Senate may recommend to any committee 


of the Faculty that it address a problem that has come to the Senate’s 
attention. All committees of the Faculty which have student 
membership shall report to the Student Body Senate on their 
proceedings at least once each semester. Committees of the Faculty 
teport their recommendations for action to the Faculty and/or the 
President of the College. Committees established under the Student 
Body Constitution report their recommendations for action to the 
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organizations within the Reed Community shall not be subject to 
Body funds, or by Student Body funds supplemented by revenues 
extemal to the College, shall not be subject to censorship or editorial 
control by the College, by the Suudent Body Senate, or by any 
member of the academic or administrative faculty. Official 
publications of the College, however, shall be subject to editorial 
control by appropriate instinutional officers. 


Section 2. Editors of publications under the sponsorship of the College or 


of recognized organizations within the Reed Community, including 
publications supported in whole or part by Suudent Body funds, shall 
adhere to generally accepted standards of responsible scholarship and 
publication, and may be held accountable for the violation of such. 
standards by means of the procedures established in Article IV. 


Article VII. Referendum and Initiative 


Section 1. Apart from the procedures in Article III, legislation may also be 


approved by a majority of the Student Body and a majority of the 
resident faculty voting on any legislation referred to each by the 


Senate and the Community Affairs Committee at any regular or 
general election, a quorum existing in both cases, provided that the 
President of the College does not disapprove said enactment within 
fifteen working days (counting only days when the College is in 


session). 


Section 2. Apart from the procedures in Article III, the undergraduates 


and faculty of the College reserve to themselves the power to 
legislate for the community in the following manner, independent of 
the Senate and the Community Affairs Committee: twenty percent 
of the enrolled undergraduates or twenty percent of the resident 
faculty may file a petition with the President of the College and the 
Student Body President proposing deletion, alteration, or substinu- 
tion of any policy, rule, or regulation conceming community 
conduct. The President of the College and the Student Body 
President shall then provide for a special election. Ifa majority of 
the undergraduates voting in the special election and a majority of 
the resident faculty voting in the special election, a quorum existing 
in each case, vote yes, and if the President of the College does not 
disapprove within fifteen working days (counting only days when 
the College is in session), such a proposal shall become tule, the 
Senate and the Community Affairs Committee notwithstanding. 


constitution in the manner described in Article VII, Section 2 of this 
document, provided that the President and the Board of Trustees 
also approve any such amendment. 


Section 2. The Senate or Community Affairs Committee may propose 


amendments to this constitution which must be approved by a 
majority vote of the enrolled Student Body and a majority vote of 
the resident Faculty, a quorum existing in each case, and by the 
President and the Board of Trustees. 


Section 1. This constitution shall take effect the semester following its 


approval by a majority vote of the Student Body and a majority vote 
of the resident Faculty, a quorum existing in each case, approval by 
the President and the Board of Trustees, and the election of the 
Senate and the selection of the Community Affairs Committee. 


Section 2. This constitution shall become the instrument of the Reed 


College Community insofar as it is consonant with the Articles of 
Incorporation and Bylaws of the Reed Institute and the Constitution 


and Bylaws of the Faculty of Reed College. Nothing in this 
constitution prevents the Faculty, the President of the College, or 
the Board of Trustees from acting with the powers accorded to them 
by the Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws of the Reed Institute 
and the Constitution and Bylaws of the Faculty of Reed College. 


Article VIII. Amendment 


Section 1. The undergraduates and faculty of the College may amend this 





Why buy your Humanities texts 
at in-humane prices? 


TRUE, compared to the cost of tuition, the money you would spend on new 
copies of Plato, Shappo, Livy and the like seems like a drop in the bucket, 
Dut why not save it for something else? During O-week and the first week 
of classes, we’ll have your humanities texts laid out like a feast, many sold 
back to us by last years class. Bring your syllabus and if you don’t find 
what you need, just ask. And as the year goes on remember, 
> if it’s in print, we can get it; if it’s out-of-print 
re we Can propably get it, too. 
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10th & W Burnside 
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And if you don’t want to come downtown cf. 
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by Caroline Sloan, with updates 


So here you are, another gerbil on the 
academic exercise wheel. What are you sup- 
posed to do now? Why are you paying so much 
money to be confused and mistreated? 

Fear not. There are ways ofdealing with the 
red tape and the rigmarole of Reed. By the time 
you've been here two semesters you will be an 
old hand at this. But for now, a pointer or two. 


Registration 

The first step towards a Reed education is 
getting into the classes you want to take. Ide- 
ally, youshould find everything you need in the 
catalogue and schedule, fill in the bubbles on 
the pre-registration form, and breeze right 
through. However, breezing through requires: 
a) knowing which courses you wish to take 
before the beginning of the semester; b) trust- 
ing Heaven that you will get into conferences 
with the profs you want, and that the course 
descriptions are completely accurate; c) get- 
ting your advisor to sign the form; d) getting 
around to turning the damn thing in; and e) 
hoping there is no cap on the class, or if there 
is, hoping you can beat it. 

It used to be that you could pretty much 
ignore pre-registration and just show up for real 
registration and get everything done then. 
Thanks to progress, pre-registration has puton 
some muscles and had its teeth filed to points. 
If you don’t pre-register, they revoke your box 
number and you have to get a new one. You 
also have a fairly good chance of beating any 
class cap if you pre-register, just ‘cause you're 
there, and a very slim chance of doing it at real 
registration, ‘cause then you've got to have the 
prof’s signature before the registrar will even 
deign to spit on you. The best bet these days is 
to plan ahead verrrry carefully. 

However, should your omniscience be on 
the fritz that day, you may end up with classes 
you don’t like. In which case, you have to go 
and stand in lines at real registration anyway, 
and deal with those class caps. But there is 
another option, back during pre-registration 
— the art of Add-Drop. 

The basic method is simple. First, you pre- 
register for all the classes which strike your 
fancy, regardless of time conflicts, pre-requi- 
sites, class caps or necessary credits. (No over- 
loads or the computer will reject your form and 
the registrar will send you a petition for all 
kinds of people to sign. This, of course, is out of 
the question, as it entails finding all these 
people, and the point of this is simplicity.) 
Then you go to the classes, see what you like, 
check out syllabi, hang around Commons and 
listen to what other people think of their 
classes, drop by and check out the courses you 





Academictips'n’tricks 


didn’t register for, talk to profs, and stop by the 
registrar's for an Add-Drop form. Not all profes- 
sors like to deal with the signing of these particu- 
lar forms. Thus, to be effective one must be 
persistent and coach the people from whom you 
need a John Hancock. Profs you liked sign one 
side, profs you didn’t like sign the other, your 
advisor signs at the bottom, and you give it back 
to the registrar. Easy. All you have to remember 
is to complete all your shuffling before the sec- 
ond week of classesor you'll turn into a pumpkin 
and be stuck with whatever you've got for the 
next semester. 

A new and growing variant of Add-Drop is 
the Class Cap Petition. In this, you go through 
the same steps for Add-Drop, except that there’s 
ashorter deadline for Adding acapped class, and 
you have to beg, bitch, and moan at the professor 
in charge of the class. His or her signature and 
the approval of the Administrative Committee 
are the only ways to break a cap and you've only 
got the first week of classes to whip up an excuse 
and get it all done. Enjoy. 


Over and Underloads 

You have to petition to take fewer than 3.0 
or more than 4.5 units in one semester. Your 
advisor and either the Ad. Comm. (for frosh and 
sophomores) or your division (the 
upperclasskids) will have to approve an over- 
load/underload, which generally takesa3.0GPA 


and a dose of masochism. 


Pre-requisites 

It’s not hard to get profs to let you exempt 
from pre-regs if you make it clear that you 
believe youcan handle it. This means, of course, 
that you'll be expected to pull your own weight, 
and if you’re an underclassman in a 300 or better 
class, or have started an upper-level course with- 
out the intro, it is advisable to either really know 
your shit to begin with or lie low until you've 
picked it up. It is perfectly kosher for someone 
who feels that you are wasting their time in 
conference to tell you to go home and do the 
background reading and then tell them what you 
think. The first time they might say itnicely, but 
don’t count on it. 


Class Size 

Ideally, and according to a long-lost clause 
in the Faculty Code, an instructor will split any 
uncapped conference over 25 into two sections; 
don’t hold your breath, since usually this just 
isn’t feasible. It is more probable that the in- 
structor whittled down the roll beforehand with 
aclass cap or will start to doso the first day, using 
one of several approaches. 

Underclassmen are usually the first ones 


down; they will, after all, sometimes be able to 
take the course later. Then go the people who 
don’t have the pre-requisites, or who didn’t pre- 
register. If things still aren’t manageable, some 
profs will apply more creative methods like 
moving around times and dates and assigning 
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tremendous paper loads until the faint of heart|(Q 


seek alternatives. If you can stick it out, you will 
eventually have a small, intense conference of 
die-hard students led by a prof dedicated to 
substantial learning, and you'll have earned it. 


Grades 

Yes, you are graded at Reed. Somewhere in 
the computers in Eliot your transcript is ready 
and waiting for you to apply to grad school. You 
don’t receive grades on regular course work or 
semester evaluations because grades aren’t sup- 
posed to be the point. 

Midway through the semester the registrar 
sends white slips to all first and second semester 
students, and everyone else who deserves one. 
White slips are as close as you will come to your 
good old high school report card. They list the 
courses you’re really registered for (surprise!) 
and your progress to date. The Reed euphemism 
for “no problem” is Satisfactory. If things are not 
going well you'll find C-, D, F, Dis (if you’ve 
been dismissed from the course by the instructor 
for some gross offense), or UW (for unofficial 
withdrawal, if you’ve never showed up after the 
first week and never got around to dropping the 
course). If you study hard and get your gym 
credit early, you probably won't get any more 
white slips until the end of the year, when you'll 
be officially notified of credit received. 

Upperclasspeople can get permission to take 
classes for less than full credit (usually with a 
reduced work load) or credit/no credit, just like 
pass/fail in high school. 

With grades, remember that because you 
don’t see your grades, it doesn’t meant that Reed 
doesn’t give them. Someday, way out in the real 
world, an employer or grad school may be want- 
ing to see that GPA and they may show you the 
door when you explain your school didn’t, like, 
believe in the neo-Western numerical quantifi- 
cation of human worth, so those grades don’t 
mean anything to you. It still does to people Out 
There. 

If you're concerned about how your prof is 
evaluating you — how important are the finals, 
the midterm, the paper due tomorrow, atten- 
dance, participation — ASK. Many profs out- 
line their criteria on the first day. Others let it 
pass. You don’t want to find out five years down 
the line, at your Harvard interview, that your 
Hum prof was areal jerk with grades. If you think 
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it might someday be important, ask your pro’ 
how he/she runs things. Schedule topic confer- 
ences before the paper and paper conferences 
afterwards. Talk to her/him after the final grade 
goes down on paper and figure out the pros and 
cons of your performance. Communication with 
the prof is the key thing — don’t wait until 
you're already screwed to try and save yourself. 


Incompletes 

If you’re passing a course and don’t finish it 
(i.e., you miss an exam or paper) and you have 
an excuse that your prof will buy, you can 
receive an incomplete instead of failing, and 
make up all the work before the beginning of 
the next semester. It generally takes a pretty 
good reason, something along the lines of a 
dead relative or an illness attested to by a 
doctor. Again, ‘you have to go talk to your prof 
— nobody’s going to help you automatically . 


P.E. Credit 

You have to get it. Exercise is recreation, 
and recreation is relaxation, and you can’t cope 
with academic stress if you don’t relax so put 
down that book and go exercise or they'll never 
let you graduate. There is no way, excluding 
paraplegia (and maybe not even that) to get a 
Reed diploma without completing three semes- 
ters (six quarters) of gym. Sign up for classes at 
the Sports Center. Classes are generally held by 
quarters, and you'll be told at the beginning 
how many skips you can take and still receive 
credit. People have actually finished their the- 
ses and not been allowed to graduate until 
they'd finished their P.E., and wouldn’t you feel 
pretty stupid if that happened to you? 


Your Advisor 

Ah, your fabled college advisor. This is not 
your high school advisor. This person does not 
get paid to say sweet things to you. They are 
your advisor out of courtesy. If you want, all 
they will do is sign your forms and harumph in 
passing as you explain your extra-special sched- 
ule to them. 

But there’s a lot you can get out of your 
advisor if you pry a little. In real life, they're full 
fledged professors and have been through more 
academics and stress than you could imagine. 
They’re also been at Reed for a while. Some can 
give you more than a signature. Get into a 
conversation. Find out their interests, what 
they think you should be pulling out of those 
classes. In a pinch, you might discover that your 
bumbly, chummy advisor will go to the wall for 
you. 

Use them. That’s what they want you todo. 
Honest. 


Academic actions 
If your performance is not up to standard, 
you will be classified in one of several catego- 


ties. They are, in descending order (kind of like 
the circles of hell): 

Refer to Advisor: If you're starting to slip 
and you prof can’t get through to you, he’s going 
to warn someone who can. The results of this 
depend on you and how chilling your advisor 
can be. 

Officially Warned: If you get a D and an F 
in one semester then you can’t be a senator, SB 
president, vice-president, Quest editor or trea- 
surer; you can’t be on any special committees, 
and you can’t run for anything, at least until you 
are in “Good Standing” again. 

Place on Probation: If you get two F's you're 
just as bad off as when you were warned, butnow 
you'll have regular meetings with your advisor, 
your professors, and any Dean, Director, or com- 
mittee member who thinks you need to talk. 
You've got one semester to shape up (i.e. pass). 
This is when you need to either get on the ball 
or think about getting out. 

Remain on Probation: If you're getting bet- 
ter but still aren’t cutting, it this extends proba- 
tion one more grading period, effectively giving 
you one more chance. 

Renew Probation: Extends probation for 
one semester; last opportunity to redeem your- 
self. 

Advised to Withdraw: The college is sug- 
gesting that you find some other place to play. 
This is a tough point from which to return. 

Deny Registration: Self-explanatory and 
sad. 


Faculty Evaluation 

Near the end of the semester prof will dis- 
tribute auto-scan forms with bubbles to fill in 
with a #2 pencil, and comment sheets. The 
computer forms are for answering deep ques- 
tions like “Was this person an effective lec- 
turer?” and are tabulated and sent to the CAT 
(Committee on Advancement and Tenure). 
The comment sheets are more free-form and are 
returned anonymously to the instructors. In 
addition, the Book of Faculty prints students’ 
candid reviews of professors and classes and 
leaves copies in strategic spots around campus 
for your perusal. Don’t think of the BoF as the 
word of God, but don’t discount it, either. Un- 
fair biases do creep in, but if someone bothered 
to submit a positive evaluation, they probably 
Meant it, and some of the briefer anecdotes can 
be amusing. 


Leaves of Absence 

These can be lifesavers. Take off for up to 
two years, decide the meaning of life, travel, 
make a little money, hang out on the beach, 
whatever, then come back to Reed, fired with a 
lust for knowledge and a profound desire to mix 
with your intellectual equals once again. 

It’s great, except for a few rough parts: you 
have to decide and get the paperwork shuffled 


before the semester you want to leave; if you're 
on financial aid you have to chat with Dick 
Dent about paying off loans and so forth; and 
you have to be in good academic standing. That 
last one is the biggie. If your grades reflect 
whatever it is that makes you want out, then 
your leave request could be tured down. That 
leaves you with two options: stay, stick it out for 
another semester, improve your grades, and 
then leave; or withdraw. This is the same as a 
leave of absence, except when you decide to 
come back you don’t just pick up your registra- 
tion forms and get a new box number, you have 
to reapply for admission through the Adminis- 
tration Committee or your division. However, 
students on Official Warning can petition fora 
leave of absence (Good luck to you!) 

Medical leaves of absence are set up for 
students who need to leave college for health 
reasons. 


Grievance 

The situation boils down to this: 

The J-Board just can’t, or won’t, or some- 
thing. So if you've got a problem with a grade, 
a procedure, or some miscellaneous gripe, first 
talk to the professor in question. If this proves 
unsatisfactory, try James Tederman, over in 
Student Services, or Doug Bennett, the Pro- 
vost. If the desired result isstill not achieved, try 
a mass mailing. Write exactly what your situa- 
tion is to department heads, deans, and anyone 
else who seems vaguely powerful, and find a 
comfortable place to wait for results. 

If your problem is sexual harassment then 
you have even more trouble than you think. 
There is (finally) a new policy which should 
help, but it's not exactly up and running yet. 
Find the current info on how to utilize sexual 
harassment grievence procedures, and best of 
luck to you. 


Transferring Credit 

Reed will give transfer credit for classes 
taken at accredited institutions. You have to 
petition (don’t you always?), you have to have 
received a C or better, and courses must not 
have been “vocational, technical or experien- 
tial.” Six quarter hours = four semester hours = 
one Reed unit. Liberal arts majors, take Intro 
Bio at PSU. Bio majors, take O-Chem at PSU. 


After and Beyond 

There’sa whole bunch of really keen fellow- 
ships and things that Reedies get all the time: 
Watsons, Fulbrights, Rhodeses, you name it. 
Why sell out to the capitalistic beast when 
higher education is so much more righteous? 
Some must be applied for through the college. 
Others only advise that you submit recommen- 
dations and so forth, but Reed is a good name to 
throw around, so take advantage. 


by Robert Noble 


Forget what the Reed College Handbook 
may tell you about heroin or butt- 
fucking without condoms. Listen 
to me. The single most self-de- 
structive, idiotic thing a person 


Cheating 


questioned. We were both given one semester of 
academic probation, which isn’t that big adeal in 
and of itself. All it means is you can’t fuck up 
again for half a school year. Then you're clean 
and 
all is 
for- 


can do at Reed is cheat. I know. 2 
I’ve been there ” 
Asa freshmana friendof mine oe 


and I decided to take our Nat Sci final together. 
Wedidn’tthink of this as cheating (1 knew whole 
groups of people who took that particular test 
together.) Itwasanatural extension ofourweekly 
study sessions. The test even took place on the 
same day as our study sessions. When it was over 
my friend and I ate lunch, went downtown and 
didn’t think anything more of it. School got out, 
I went to Mexico for a two week vacation with 
my family and when I came back I found a letter 
in my box stating that I was now on academic 
probation for cheating. 

What? How did this happen? 

Like this: 

Reed is a small school. I had told a friend 
what happened. His room-mate was in the next 
room. His room-mate told his ex-girlfriend. She 
told our instructor. He conducted an investiga- 
tion and my partner fessed up as Soon as she was 
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was planning to 
come back in the fall and had alll her financial aid 
stuff in. Academic probation was a hassle, but 
didn’t throw that big a wrench in her plans. By 
Christmas of that year she was, and still is, just 
fine. But I was fucked. 

I had been planning to take a year off, on a 
leave of absence, so my financial aid scuff wasn’t 
even close to being ready. Had I not been caught, 
or better yet, not cheated in the first place, I 
would have been fine. A year off andI would have 
been back. Unfortunately students with aca- 
demic probation aren’t allowed to take a leave of 
absence. So I was told you must come back in the 
fall, register for classes, be a student, no time off. 
But my financial aid snuff was nonexistent, so I 
was forced to officially withdraw. 

Fuck. 


More jute. 
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Because if a student withdraws while coinci- 
dentally on academic probation he or she must go 
to another college for one semester, taking a full 
load, and make up the class that got he orshe on 
academic probation in the first place. Then: 
reapply to Reed from scratch, hoping to be reac- 
cepted. (Let me also add that students who 
withdraw from Reed, then reapply, are dead last 
on the list of who gets financial aid. Below 
freshmen. Below transfer students. Dead last.) | ® 

Now before any of you think “ah, poor guy”, |@ 
I'll say that after I left Reed I went to Portland| 
State University, took geology, did well and now 
am set to return to Reed this fall. I’m okay now. 

Still, it was a whole extra fucking year out 

my life! A year I could have spent in Ireland, Or 
Mexico, or any other God-damned place | felt 
like going , instead of PSU, The Fred Meyer of © 
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service-oriented.) 
So this is my cautionary tale for anyone who 
cares to know how stupid cheating at Reed is. 


Now for the exact policy and procedures 
regarding cheating (Or as it’s referred to here, 
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Honor Principle, which demands that all work 
submitted for academic purposes be the work of 
the person that submits it. Any member of the 
Reed community who observes or has knowl- 
edge of a violation of the Academic Honesty 
Policy may: 

1. Seek advice from the Chair of the Admin- 
istration Committee (currently bio prof Peter 
Russell, but this will almost surely have changed 
by the time you read this.) 

2. Report the violation to the instructor or 

3. Initiate an Honor Case with the J Board. 


In all cases it is the responsibility of the 
instructor to determine the grade of the alleged 
cheater, but in the interests of equity the instruc- 
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your key to knowledge 


tor is encouraged to consult the Chair of the 
Administration Committee and find out what 
penalties have been given by other professors for 
previous and similar offenses. 

To determine if any cheating has actually 
gone on, the instructor might wantto resolve this 
formally. If this happens the instructor will meet 
with the student(s) involved and present his or 
her evidence. If an agreement is reached that 
cheating has occurred, an Academic Honesty 
Report will be filled out, everybody will sign it, 
and the report will be forwarded to the Dean of 
student services, who may then forward it to the 
] Board for appropriate disciplinary action. 

If no agreement is reached, or either party 
chooses not to go this route, a simple (hah!) 


Honor Case may be filed to sort out blame and 
punishment. If everything gets sorted out then 
a report is sent to the Dean of Student Services. 

If it has been decided (by either of these 
means) that somebody did cheat and punish- 
ment is needed, the J Board will decide on a 
proper punishment and give its recommenda- 
tion to the President of the College, subject to 
an appeal to the Administration Committee. 

If any of this sounds fun or interesting to 
you, dear reader, please cheat. Otherwise, keep 
your nose in your own book and don’t turn in 
someone else’s work as your own. 


Robert Noble is returning to Reed this fall, wiser if 
not happier. 








wondisudinviieonniod HE COnference System 


In typically perverse and ironic fashion, 
both Reed students and faculty spend long 
hours after class sitting around in small infor- 
mal gatherings arguing about why, exactly, 
their conferences that day bit the dust so very 
hard. Why such heated, lively discussion is so 
seldom present during actual, real-live classes 
remains agreat mystery. Like every otherReedie, 
I have my own opinions on the matter. Like 
every other Reedie, my opinions are the only 
ones that matter, so please read on. 

Of course, responsibility for the failure of 
your conference could well be placed on the 
doorstep of your prof, the ‘conference leader,’ 
but, honestly, eight timesout of ten] think that 
this would be a pretty big mistake. In fact, it’s 
been suggested that in the perfect conference 
the professor would simply act and be treated as 
a more advanced student, not a leader, and the 
tole of teacher and lecturer would be played 
exclusively by the reading material. Myself, I’d 
like to blame a lot of failed conferences on out- 
of-control class sizes — it’s one thing to chat 
with ten other people, quite another to make 
your cotton-mouthed pronouncements to a 
group of 25 or more. 

Anyway, let’s ignore other factors for a 
moment and discuss what students can do to 
make their conferences much more bearable, 
productive and stimulating. After all, if a class 
bombs, the students are the ones who lose, not 
tenured faculty, not unnamed administrators. 
And so many conferences would be so much 
better if said students were only to make a few 
simple behavioral changes. So consider the 
following list, not a bunch of helpful sugges- 
tions, but survival tips... as in: Follow these 
commandments or DIE. 

1. Don’t talk about yourself. No one cares 
what you did during your summer job, how 
many religious experiences you have had, or 
any other personal anecdotes. No doubt, one 
day your life will be of great significance to 
everyone. Until that day, keep it to yourself. 

2. Be polite. This means don’t interrupt, 
pay attention, don’t carry on your own private 
little conversation in the corner of the room, 
and puh-lease don’t spend the whole class 
staring at people’s breasts, crotches or what 
have you — eye contact, make eye contact! 

3. Share. Make your contributions brief 
and relevant, then pipe down and give some- 
one else a chance to speak. Resist the urge to 
respond to every single little trivial item men- 
tioned during the course of the class, i.e., never 
start off your turn with, “I'd just like to respond 
teally quickly to what the last five people said 
and then really quickly bring up a few totally 
unrelated things, oh but first I just wanted to 
say that blah blah blah...” 





4. If you haven’t read then don’t speak. No 
more need be said. 

5. None of this “Last semester I took a class 
on blah blah blah... and that makes me an 
expert.” If you previously took aclassona subject 
being discussed then either (a) demonstrate your 
improved understanding or (b) shut up. No one 
respects you or your ideas more because you “you 
took a class on...” After all, many people major 
in a subject for four years and are still idiots. 

6. And no “Professor So-and-So says...” 
Even more obnoxious than trying to give your 
ideas greater credence by mentioning a class 
you've taken is attributing them to a professor. If 
you've gained a valuable idea from a professor 
then share the idea, but remember: in conference 
you don’t have to footnote. 

7. Don’t give me that “This reminds me of 
X’s theory of Y.” Name-dropping is a relatively 
benign crime, a long as the name dropped comes 
from the texts. When yourclassmates don’tknow 
the name (or idea), you’re merely informing 
everyone that you are a pretentious ass. Rather 
than casually saying, “Oh, that’s similar to 
Foucault’s theory of power/knowledge,” explain 
power/knowledge. If you can’t, then whatare you 
doing mentioning it? 

8. Don’t lecture. Just because you know 
everything about sixteenth-century French peas- 
ant life or kinship among the Azande doesn’t 
mean people want you to share it with them. 

9. No Ad hominim attacks. True, So-and-So 
may be a racist, misogynist, nazi homophobe, but 
saying so doesn’t prove his/her arguments incor- 
rect, it just makes you look foolish and vindicates 
the claims of said fiend about you and your hippy 
friends. Instead, learn tocalmly but surely ground 
his/her case into dust — if you can master this 
skill you'll go far in life. 

10. Don’t show up to class stoned, high, 
tripping or drunk off yer ass. It might seem an 
awfully entertaining thing for you to do, but 
believe me, no one else in your class thinks it’s as 
groovy as you do. On a related note, don’t show 
up to class if you’re going through a harsh with- 
drawal. Listen, bashful speakers have enough 
difficulties without having to speak to a room full 
of people with delirium tremens and paranoid 
delusions. 

11. Bathe Regularly. Personal hygiene may 
not be important to you, but it’s damn important 
to the person sitting next to you. 

In addition to all these e-z-to-follow rules, I 
must note that many conferences would be much 
more worthwhile if certain students would stop 
acting like such selfish little leeches and clue in 
to the fact that not only is it beneficial for one to 
attend class regularly and contribute to discus- 
sion, but that it is in fact one’s responsibility to do 


so. If you have some major insight which you're 


thinking about withholding from your 
boneheaded conference-mates, well, think again. 
Your fellow students may not fully grasp the 
difference between perlocution and illocution, 
but they will recognize that practiced smug look 
on your face for what it is— you will be shunned 
and loathed, as you should be, especially if your 
look turns out to be all bluff. 

Much more commonly, students don’t speak 
up in conference because they are either too 
insecure about their critical abilities, can’t get a 
word in edgewise, or are just plain shy. I have no 
sage advice to impart if you suffer from the first 
malady, except to say that you ought to learn to 
detach your sense of self-worth from your feelings 
about any particular thoughts or ideas which you 
may hold dear on any given day, and Reed is as 
good a place in which to learn this as any. 
Actually, that’s a lie. Reed is a downright brutal 
place to learn this lesson, but learn it you will. 
Novel ideas, theories, and what have you can 
only be judged meritous if they survive the wolves. 
By the same token, it is a mistake to equate the 
quality and contentof your ideas with the quality 
and style in which they are expressed vocally. 
Everyone else will, of course, but this isno reason 
for you to lose hope. The only way to learn to 
become a better speaker is practice, practice, 
practice — and once again, Reed is as good a 
place in which to get this practice as any. With 
time and patience you will gain mastery of Reed 
thetoric. 

If you can’t get a word in edgewise, I suggest 
that you (a) make photocopies of the rules listed 
above and pass them out to your ornery class- 
mates, (b) bitch to your professor for not ad- 
equately doing his/her job as conference leader 
and/or (c) start packing heat. You also might 
want to consider giving the following line a 
whirl: “why don’t you let that ugly wound be- 
neath your nose heal?” 

Too shy to speak up in class? Itcan be painful 
at first, but gets surprisingly easy with time, 
especially when you come to understand that 
underneath their barrage of obscure references 
and high-falutin’ vocabulary most of your fellow 
Reedies are almost without exception as clueless 
and insecure as youare. We're all in this together. 
Ifall else fails, you may find it easier tospeak if you 
just imagine your professor and classmates wear- 
ing nothing but underwear — I saw Jan Brady use 
this trick once in a Brady Bunch re-run, so it must 
really work. 


Dan lived with the Zoque people of Southem Mexico 
acouple of years back, and it seems to have improved 


his sense of humor. 
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by Amy Rudzinski, '93 


If you are reading this article, you now 
know that Reed has an American Studies de- 
partment. It is a small and, in my opinion, not 
well-established department; this keeps the 
department's presence from being well-known. 
For the most part, Reed students do not know 
that American Studies is an option, unless of 
course their academic pursuits would be fulfilled 
by this department. Then as luck would have it, 
you would probably discover the existence of the 
department after you have already established 
your credits in another major. Then it would be 
too much ofa hassle tochange. So, hopefully you 
are reading this article now so that you can 
decide if American Studies interests you. 

In this review, | will refer to American 
Studies as a department (which it is). However, 
presently at Reed American Studies exists pri- 
marily as an extension of the English and His- 
tory departments. If you choose to become an 
American Studies major, you will first focus your 
studies on English or History (other fields of 
study are possibilities, e.g., Political Science, 
although this isnot ascommon). You must fulfill 
the requirements of the focus department as well 
as an American Studies bonus requirement of 
two classes in something American outside your 
chosen field. For example, if you are an Ameri- 
can Studies history major, your advisor will urge 
you to take two American literature classes or 
American anthropology classes. The Junior 
Qualifying Exam and the thesis are unique to 
American Studies. 

Reed’s American Studies department is 
extremely small. Last year (1992-1993) there 
were only five American Studies Seniors. This is 
beneficial in that you are on speaking terms with 
everyone in your major, which allows for com- 
fortable meetings. The American Studies pro- 
fessors know the work of each student (since 
they have metit in courses many times), soeach 
student’s work is examined in the light of a 
progression. 

However, the small size also means that 
there are not any full-time American Studies 
professors. In the past there have been one 
American literature professor and one Ameri- 
can history professor who committed them- 
selves to the group. As far as I know, this upcom- 
ing year will witness less structure and cohesive- 
ness in the department. The literature professor 
who has been hired to replace the professor who 
previously held the American Studies literature 
position apparently does teach American litera- 
ture, but was not hired specifically for American 
Studies. Jacqueline Dirks, who last year took 
charge of the history aspect of the American 
Studies program, will still be doing so. From 
what I hear, she is the only professor we Ameri- 








American Studies 


can Studies students can say is committed to the 
department. At least that lone professor is Jackie 
Dirks, because she is one of the best professors I 
have had at Reed, a feeling held by many stu- 
dents. But yes, as you might have gathered so far, 
the future of American Studies at Reed looks 
shaky. All American Studies students can do is 
hope that one of these incoming American lit- 
erature professors actually does have an interest 
in American Studies. 

The next question on everybody’s mind 
(even mine after three years in the department) 
is: what is the difference between being a litera- 
ture major who focuses on American literature 
andan American Suudiesliterature major? Well... 
for one thing in the past American Studies has 
had monthly meetings at the reigning professor’s 
house. The benefit of attending these meetings is 
pizza or dessert in a clean house. This is a wel- 
come relief from the crowded dorms and Com- 
mons food, or if you live off-campus it is a 
welcome relief from your Reed house and Coffee 
Shop food. Of course, we attend Reed not for the 
nourishment from food but for the nourishment 
from our academic gymnastics. Therefore, there 
is another, much more important benefit. At 
these meetings we discuss American Studies 
from different perspectives. We come prepared, 
having read a previously assigned article or book, 
and discuss it in terms of American values, ideals, 
myths, etc. Obviously there is not a set answer to 
the question of “what is American Studies?” If 
there were, there would be no American Studies 
at all, because that question is what we try to 
answer as American Studies students. 

I am attracted to American Studies be- 
cause with it I can study popular culture in 
contemporary American history. It allows me to 
look at America and the “idea” of America as 

popular culture presents it. American Studies 


also gives students leeway in their theses to do 
things that have not been done before or have 
been done only a few times, for the very reason 
that the subjects would not fit in other disci- 
plines. Last year one senior followed the 
Doonesbury comic strip through the Nixon era 
for his thesis, while another combined her inter- 
est of theater with American Studies to look at 
Death of a Salesman. A couple years ago, some- 
one did his thesis on “The American Man,” and 
a MALS student wrote on baseball films. 

If you are really interested in American 
Studies, my advice is to talk to current or former 
American Studies students (their descriptions 
of American Studies will probably be com- 
pletely different from mine) and American Stud- 
ies professors (or the professor, whatever the 
case may be.) Depending on whom you talk to 
the major will seem more appealing or less. 
Another really good way to find out about the 
department is to attend the senior theses presen- 
tations at the end of the year. These presenta- 
tions allow you to get a good feel of what is 
entailed in writing an American Studies thesis 
and what subjects have been done. As I have 
written, American Studiesstudentsdo not know 
what is in store for the department in the years 
to come. But, if your interest lies in discovering 
how/ what/ why America is, then the unsure 
future of the department should not matter. You 
will probably be happy and amazed that Reed 
has what you thought they didn’t, so you will be 
perfectly willing to join a small, rootless depart- 
ment. If not, then you better become a history or 
an English major right now, where everything is 
safe, because there is safety in numbers. 


Amy Rudzinski has just graduated in American 


Studies and she thinks that the TV World is more real 
than the Real World. 


goes beyond the historical facts and into ta ten 


about what kind of im- 
ages have been created 
of America and how the 
image is sustained by the 
literature and reported 
history of this country. It 
examines the idea of 
America (i.e., what the 
word “America” means 
toAmericansand tonon- 
Americans now and in 
history) both from the 
perspectivesof American 
historiansand writers and 
from the perspectives of 
people who are not 
American. The major 
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by Tom Strong 


At a party recently, someone asked me, 
“What department are you in” 

“Anthropology.” 

“Oh... harsh. Not that anthropology is 
bad, just that it’s a harsh department.” 

Yes, Reed's department of anthropology 
has a certain amount of infamy. Among the 
accusations slung at it: it is too hard, it is sexist, 
it is out of touch, it is archaic, it is pretentious, 
it isn’t as good as it likes to think it is. 

In my experience, each of these is false. 
Anthropology at Reed is a solid discipline, 
exceptionally well-taught, and indeed chal- 
lenging. My professors have all been acces- 
sible, (usually) kind, and utterly brilliant. In 
this article, I want to reflect on my experience 
at Reed as an anthropology major and offer a 
few jewelsof advice to prospective anthropolo- 
gists. 

Starting Out 

So what is anthropology? This is a good 
question, one which vexes virtually every prac- 
ticing anthropologist. Yousee, anthropology is 
in an “experimental” moment. The object of 
its knowledge (and indeed the so-called “sub- 
ject-object” relation itself) is under constant 
scrutiny, re-definition. However, I do like the 
hopeful words of Paul Rabinow in describing 
the anthropological project: “The study of 
Man — that being who is the subject and 
object of her own knowledge.” 

Tell someone on the street you are an 
anthropology major and they'll probably re- 
spond by asking you about bones and ruins. 
The popular imagination sees anthropologists 
looking something like Indiana Jones, bullwhip 
at hand, romantically blazing trails across the 
face of the earth digging up ruins, gazing at the 
natives. 

But, as you will soon learn, anthropolo- 
gists are like most other intellectuals, bookish 
and haughty. Butat Reed, you will also find out 
that some of us dress stylishly. Some of us have 
even worn heels in the field. 

Very generally, anthropology seeks to 
understand human beings in all their material, 
historical, and social complexity. It seeks to 
stretch beyond description to articulate some 
theoretical propositions about humansand the 
societies in which we live. Recently, infected 
with literary criticism and political correct- 
ness, anthropology has questioned its own au- 
thority and its relationship to colonialism. But 
this newer brand of anthropology, hip and 
“postmodem,” is subject to great criticism at 
Reed and you will find little sympathy for it 
among the faculty here. 

The program begins with Anth 211— 
Introduction to Anthropology. Everyoneseems 
to think there is a lot of reading for this course, 
buton the whole, I would say that the work one 





does for Anth 211 is pretty much typical of that 
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The syllabus is largely composed of the great 
thinkers in anthropology and social science, those 
who have shaped the science: Frazer, Tylor, 
Morgan, Durkheim, Malinowski, Radcliffe- 
Brown, Evans-Pritchard, Boas, Mauss, Lévi- 
Strauss, Geertz, Weber (this is pronounced VAY- 
ber, don’t mess that up.) 

The class procedes very rapidly, so it is a 
good idea to take detailed notes of the readings. 
I find myself understanding much more of what 
I read when I was a sophomore now as a senior, 
and my notes have helped facilitate that. These 
notes hypothetically should be helpful for the 
junior qual (and you'll need all the help you can 
get). 

Intro is taken the first semester of the sopho- 
more year. The second semester you take one 
other anthropology course. Here is your chance 
to familiarize yourself with anthropology as it 
treats a particular theme or ethnographic area. 
Feel free to explore the offerings available, though 
you should keep in mind that the department 
requires you to take at least two ethnology- 
oriented courses before you graduate. 

I became greatly enamored of anthropology 
almost immediately after Intro. I took the class 
with Gail Kelly. I have been fortunate enough 
to take anthro from a variety of professors who 
have passed through Reed, but who will not be 
here this year. Thus, of the faculty members who 
compose the department this year—Kelly, Rob 
Brightman, John Haviland, and Claude 
Vaucher—I have worked only with Prof. Kelly. 

Professor Kelly (do not call her “Gail”) and 
anthropology at Reed are, in my mind, 
coterminous. She is the matriarch of the depart- 
ment, and deservedly so. | feel incredibly fortu- 
nate to have been able to study with her. It would 
be extremely unwise to major in anthropology at 
Reed without taking at least two courses with 
her. Her teaching style is unique: she will not 
lead upper-level conferences, she expects stu- 
dents to do that. Oftentimes, the conference will 
float around, not fixing on a particular theme or 
subject. This does not mean that students can 
just get by—Prof. Kelly will call on you occasion- 
ally, and you will be expected to have done the 
reading. If you haven't done all the reading, the 
best strategy for survival if called upon is to ‘fess 
up to the fact and procede from there. Do not 
pretend that you have done the reading. Not 
only is it incredbily annoying to those who have 
done the reading, it could get you intoa greatdeal 


capitalism notwith- standing). 
found that if one works hard, participates fre- 
quently, and has panache, one will thrive under 
the tutelage of Prof. Kelly. 

If at the end of your sophomore year you are 
certain you wish to major in anthropology, you 
should also consider taking French, if you have 
not already. Not only will two years of French 
fulfil your language requirement, it will be greatly 
beneficial if you choose to pursue an advanced 
degree in anthropology (or history or sociology). 

Junior Year 

My only reccommendation for your junior 
year is that you do not challenge yourself. You 
will be taking at least two upper-level, very 
demanding courses in anthropology. Soc 210 
(no longer offered) was an excellent review of 
some central social scientific principles and think- 
ers (particularly Marx, since Marx rarely makes 
an appearence in Reed’s anthro classes). Soc 210 
has now been reduced to a single semester course 
(Soc 101), though itwill surely remain acompre- 
hensive introduction to social science, and a 
good review for your Junior Qual in anthropol- 
ogy. 

Because my junior year I chose to take the 
Junior Seminar in History, in addition to my 
anthro classes, I had very little time to pay a lot 
of attention to the qual. Norwas this particularly 
encouraged. It is safe to say that the department 
fouled up the qual last year: not releasing a 
reading list to students early enough, not decid- 
ing on a format until just barely before the exam. 
Allin all, itwas mildly painful. One should take 
the qual very seriously. Unlike most other de- 
partments at Reed, the Anthro department has 
no problem flunking students (sometimes right 
out of the department). The best preparation, of| 
course, is not to cram the week before, but to pay 
careful attention in your classes, take copious 
notes, and write thoughtful papers. Remember 
that your qual is an evaluation not just of the 
written exam, but of your record as a whole and 
your general performance as an anthropology 
student. 

The positive aspect of the qual is that you 
take it in four short hours of concentrated hell, 
and then it’s over. The exam is (insanely) 


scheduled for 9 AM on a Saturday moming—in 
my view its major drawback. Two caveats. First, 
be straightfoward and serious on the exam. Risk 
nothing—attempts at humor can be a mistake. 
Second, the qual’s format seems always to change. 
Ask early and often about it and what will be 
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Senior Year and Beyond 


I haven’t yet written my senior thesis, so I 
cannot speak authoritatively on the experience. 
Everyone I have talked to has said that you 
should keep in mind the following: pick a topic 
with which you are familiar and that you are 
interested in; don’t procrastinate; work hard. 
For anthropology, one has the option of con- 
ducting a research or a fieldwork thesis. The 
department is not adverse to creative and un- 
usual topics if they are well thought-out and 
convincingly argued. Recently, theses have 
been written on UFO encounters, rap music, 
Salvador Dali, and the history of the perception 
of drug users in America. 

Reed has strong offerings in all the social 
sciences and in history. I have found it a very 
good idea to explore these. You should be 
particularly aware of professors who positively 
incorporate anthropological (and social theo- 


retical) issues into their courses. | very strong 
recommend, for example, Ray Kierstead’s class 
on the Annales school of historiography. 
Finally, after graduating from Reed, an an- 
thropology major is as well equipped for the real 
world as any other Reedie; which is to say ad- 
equately. If you wish to pursue a graduate degree 
in anthropology, Reed is an excellent prepara- 
tion. Reed graduates are very often (so I have 
been told) well versed in the weightier theoreti- 
cal texts and themes that strong graduate pro- 
grams focus on in the first years of graduate 
school. Reed anthro graduates have also been 
successfully admitted to the most prestigious 
graduate schools in anthropology, both in the 
U.S. and internationally. For example, the Uni- 
versity of Chicago now has six Reedies in its 
sociocultural Ph.D. program (out of around 40 
students). In the last decade. Reedies have 
attended (among other places) Cambridge and 
Australian National University (Canberra). Two 
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by Deb Broderson, ‘91, [with updatesand commen- 
tary in brackets by Robin V. Badass 93] 


Art is no easier than other majors. Ahem— 
could you hear me there in the back? ART IS NO 
EASIER THAN OTHER MAJORS. In fact, art 
majors suffer more than the rest of the academic 
world, knowing as they do thata [stereotypical] life 
of hopeless poverty faces them immediately upon 
graduation. The MOMA does not recruit. The 
situation is only going to get worse. To heap an 
additional unpleasant reality upon your already 
unhealthily stooped shoulders, the art world, like 
many other of the most preciousand liberal aspects 
of our society, is being threatened by the black 
threat of the new conservatism. The recession is 
killing them at Christie's, and the death of the 
NEA is imminent By the time you graduate, the 
only use you may be able to find for your diploma is 
as a canvas. [You choose your bed, get over it] 

[Portland doesn’t exactly have a hush and 
flourishing art scene, so odds are that your visual 
education may be based entirely on reproductions. 
However, some profs. handcraft assignments ac- 
cording to exhibits at the Portland Art Museum or 
in our own Cooley Gallery. There are sometimes 
seminars with guest speakers and artists here at 
Reed of in town] 

Asalluded to above, one of the mostdiffiault 
aspects of majoring in art is the derision you and 
your friends will receive from your peers. Rest 
assured, however: they are blowing it out of their 
collective buttocks. Majoring in art presents one 


with a daily series of challenges that test one’s 
ingenuity to the limit. One hassimply notliveduntil 
one hasattempted, often in vain, to identify and date 
within five years 17 Baroque Madonnas flashed in 
quicksuccession on ascteen. Thechallenge isgreatly 
magnified by having to write all of your answers in 
the dark. In no other subject are classmates from 
other disciplines so readily apparent — there is 
something about art that allows people to loosen up, 
release their inhibitions, and really let fly with 
asinine comments. [As with any department, art 
history is replete with a jargon which is, if not 
confusing, certainly particular. Dare not to use the 
words “primitive,” “naturalistic,” or “pretty” to de- 
scribe a piece of art unless you are prepared to qualify 
your position and risk sneers of indignation from 
your peers] 

Any art major who has sat in a room for four 
hours listening to some chemistry geek explain the 
hidden Jungian meaning in his ot her jello sculpture 
would willingly elaborate on this theme. Of course, 
two can play at that game. There is asortof freedom 
in knowing that if all else fails, you can always show 
up to your sculpture class smeared in blue paint 
chanting “papa smurf must die” and if you can back 
up your piece with sufficient precedent you will get 
a good grade. (Much like the Supreme Court, art 
profs tend to base their decisions on precedent, 
splattering your paintall over the canvas may not be 
very creative anymore, but at least its referential.) 
[Every year a fresh crop of snobs and name-droppers 
are prone to discuss tangential works or artists that 
maybe no one else in the class is familiar with ON 
YOUR TIME. Itisdark in class, they willnotsee you 


amous (or soon to be famous) Reed anthropol- 
ogy grads include Profs. James Faubion (now 
teaching at Rice University after a tragically 
short stay at Reed), and Dell Hymes (at the 
University of Virginia). 

Asa testament to Reed’s department and 
to anthropology itself, I am utterly convinced of 
the superiority of anthropology as an intellec- 
tual discipline. Increasingly, anthropologists 
like Pierre Bourdieu and Mary Douglas are 
taught in other departments, from history, to 
art, to political science. Anthropology is an 
excellent discipline for those who realize that 
all literature and art, all philisophical truths, 
and even all scientific facts are social contin- 
gencies which cannot be properly understood 
without reference to the historical and societal 
milieux in which they are situated. 


Tom Strong will graduate in Anthro in 1994, and 
will, I'm sure, wear heels in the field one day. 


ctush them with your gaze. Since it is always 
difficult to argue about a piece of art you've never 
seen, SPEAK UP!!! There are alwaysslides. There 
are always discussions to be had about those slides 
tight there in front of you] 

Wait! Don’t go! Life as an art major isn’t 
really all that bad. The art department is invariably 
the smallest department at graduation, and happy 
studio and history majors get called up first (solely 
because of alphabetical placement and not to 
placate us while we watch ourclassmatesstaggeroff 
with their postgraduate fellowships). Another bo- 
nus is that studio seniors are given an entire studio 
(or half of one, depending on enrollment) for the 
entire year. The professors are notoriously mellow 
abouthandingoutkeysto virtually any ofthe rooms 
in the art building [except the wood shop, under 
lock and key due to vandals] and the few supplies 
the department is capable of buying on its meager 
budget are pretty much free for all. 

It would be criminal to imply that Reed is a 
good place to learn how to do anything (in the 
technical sense). Reed’s studio professors (both of 
them) simply possess neither the time nor the 
inclination to teach you any specific skills, like 
drawing, painting, or sculpting. Instead, the par- 
ticular genius of the faculty lies in their ability to 
make even the most trite and boring assignments 
seem new and fresh. Most assignments will be 
couched in broad, general terms, like “bring in 
something made of plaster in a couple of weeks.” 
This mayormay not have been preceded by ashort 
lesson in how to use plaster. Studio classes always 
have critiques. They used to serve wine at them, 


which was nice, but people would get drunk and 
bitter, then leave half-way through to go to the 
Deli. [Don’t believe the myth that art history 
students can’t produce art or vice versa. The key 
is integrity. If you have in concept what you lack 
in visual product, it might fly. If you do a stupid 
thing in the name of art, you won't be censored 
(though you may be censured). No one will stop 
you. The tag “art” lends a flimsy nobility to things 
that are often just stupid, not art. Some wankers 

The only core class required by the depart- 
ment forbothstudioand history majorsis Art 100, 
taught each year by a series of long-suffering profs 
with a widely varying degree of enthusiasm and 
knowledge. [This class will not make you want to 
be an art major] Signing up for this class carries 
with itallof the excitementofRussian roulette — 
the professor you draw will determine whether 


Biolog 


by Ho-Yon Hwang, 92 


Arguably, biology is one of the stronger 
departments at Reed, which is demonstrated by 
its size if not its reputation. In fact, with over forty 
seniors graduating with a biology degree both last 
year (92) and the year before ('91), ithas become 
difficult to avoid a Reed bio major anywhere in 
Oregon. Bio majors have the most stringent 
academic requirement of all Reedies, save per- 
haps the chemistry majors. The workload can be 
quite demanding, butitis possible to do too much, 
as the students tend to be academically very 
motivated and perhaps even masochistic. 

All Bio majors have to take Intro Bio 
sometime, most likely in their first year. To some, 
this class will be dull or difficult, but this class is by 
no means designed to weed out students (at least 
not to the degree of the other intro science 
classes). A good incentive to do well in Intro Bio 
is that an exceptional performance awards you 
with the option todrop the lab portion of the class 
for the second semester and to take an upper 
division Bio course instead. Taking Intro Chem 
in the first year is quite common, since it is a 
requirement for most upper division Bio courses 
(and it allows to you to take O-Chem in the 
second year). Other outside-the-department re- 
quirements include Intro Physics, O-Chem and 
mathematics. One year of Statistics fulfills the 
math requirement and is a good course to have 
under your belt, but Intro Physics requires Math 
110. 

Upper division Bio courses can be catego- 
rized into several groups. Genetics and Plant 


youspend thenextnine months focusingon symbol- 
ism in Atticred-figure drawingsor advance to things 
of more immediate interest, like the twentieth cen- 
tury. Unlike most introductory survey classes, Art 
100 is not organized chronologically but follows an 
impressionistic progression of great ideas in the art 
world. This class will be good for you, as it may well 
be theonly one you willencounterduring your Reed 
career in which you will have to memoriz things. 
Those interested in art history should expect 
to specialize almost exclusively in theory. It doesn’t 
really matter what sort of theory you finally choose. 
Unless your interests run to topics like the restora- 
tion of French painting or medieval pottery shards 
you will be unlikely to find someone on the faculty 
whose expertise you desire to share. In all likelihood 
you will graduate with a very strong working knowl- 
edge of Dada theory, and a very vague notion that 
Michelangelo painted sometime between the Black 


Evolution are good introductory upper division 
courses. Cell Bio is an essential course, which should 
be taken during the junior or senior year in my 
opinion. Other 300 level courses (Animal Phys, 
Plant Phys, D-Bio, Gene Regulation, Invert Zoo, 
Pop Bio, Behavior Bio) can be considered more or 
less topical. Plant Communities does not meet the 
five upperdivision course requirementsand involves 
a weekly Saturday trip to the wilderness. Intro Exp 
Bioisalab-only course thatcan be substituted forone 
of the labs of an upper division course. Seminars led 
by various professors are also an essential part of the 
Reed Bio experience (and they can be used to meet 
departmental requirements). Lastly, although it is 
not taught by the Bio department, Biochemistry isa 
popular course for many Bio majors (and it also can 
be used to meet departmental requirements). 

The professors are dedicated to teaching and 
are friendly and approachable. Bio professors can be 
separated into three loosely based groups, the Old 
Reed ancients, the prime middle-aged professors, 
and the up-and-coming hotdogs. For fun and infor- 
mation, I will list some factlets (first- and second- 
hand) abouteach faculty members, starting with the 
younger faculty. David Dalton is a well-seasoned 
backpacker, who often leads a trip during fall and 
spring break, but is reported to dislike Portland. 
Steve Black is a motorcycle (motorpickle, according 
toShampay) enthusiastanda brilliantgrantsnatcher. 
Janis Shampey owns the biggest cat (Stretch) on 
campusand isawillingsoftball player. Of the middle- 
aged professors, P] Russell is an voracious runner and 
a rocker from the British invasion. Steve Arch is an 
ardent anti-vegetarian, a believer in twinkies, and a 
big man in a local basketball circuit. Maryanne 







































Death and the Industrial Revolution. 
Most art majors, studio and history alike, ® 
agree that writing a thesis is what really makes it all| © 


worthwhile. During yourearly years atReed youwill| Qe 


doubtless hear many detailed descriptions of the 


“spring of hell” as it's been affectionately dubbed.| 


The expected resultofyouryear’s ministrations vary, 


but most studio seniors produce a series of 5-10) == 
paintings together with a written thesis of about 30} "=" 


pages; history majors are expected to clock in at 100 ® 
pages, with pictures. You may not want to inchide|(Q 
pictures in your thesis, and you may find that noone| @ 
will tell you how to put them in, but the department 
is very fondof its few requirements, so there you have 
it. 


Deb Broderson, ’91, currently attends the school of the 
Art Institute in Chicago andhasn’ thada haircut forabout 
fe years. Robin V. Bouser has no mercy and hates art. 


for not being able to cut hair in straight line. The 
department has three emeritus professors, Larry 
Ruben, Helen Stafford and Lewis Kleinhok, all of 
whom can be asked to be a thesis advisor. (Inciden- 
tally, Rubens will be leading a seminar in Immunol- 
ogy for the next few years.) Lastly, new to the 
department is Ann Hedrick, whom I have metonly 
during the selection process. Lacking basis, I will 
venture to guess that she will appear in the U.S. 
Neus & World Report and the National Enquirer five 
years from now. 

Reed Bio majors are an interesting bunch. 
Thanks to the overwhelming popularity (or just the 
population) of the department, there are bound to be 
some Bio majors you will never encounter in your 
life.On the other hand, itis noteasy to getaway from 
them on campus. Bio majors can be found toiling (or 
hovering like ghosts) in the Bio building beyond the 
call of midnight. Bio majors also can be seen typing 
18 wpm orstaring at the blinking screens in the IRCs 


groups, thesis offices or housing arrangements, and it 
is unusual (outside the classes and seminars) to see a 
large gathering of Bio majors except during the 
semester picnics, the celebration of the junior qual 
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with good beer from the seniors) and the Wild 
Turkey shoot an hour before the thesis parade. 
For many, thesis is the best thing about the 
Reed experience. Regardless of the degree of suc- 
cess (or failure), writing a thesis will prove to be a 
valuable experience for all. To make the thesis 
experience enjoyable, you need to choose a topic 
that interests youa lot. This isobvious, but it ishard 
tooverem phasize that maintaining ahighenthusi- 
asm for aproject lastinga whole year isdifficultifthe 
interest is not there. Each professor will have 
projects going on and can suggest a bunch of good 
ideas for thesis topics, but the ideas can come from 
work outside Reed (during summer intemships, for 
example) or from independent research (wow!). 
Start looking for the topics early, and having a 
tentative proposal that has been pre-approved by 
your thesis advisor-to-be by the end of the junior 
year isnota bad thing. (Incidentally, thesis propos- 
alsare due at the end of the firstweek of the classes.) 
The two types of thesis that the bio majors 
write are library and laboratory, both of which offer 


a different set of advantages and difficulties 

laboratory thesis tends to ask a tiny question within 
a tiny topic. Often, the first semester is spent mostly 
in learning and developing the necessary lab tech- 
niques, gathering the necessary background materi- 
als, and running a few trial experiments. Second 
semester is, then, used to run the experiments and 
gather the data. Meanwhile, the background litera- 
ture must be read, the data need to be analyzed, and 
the chapters need to be written. Library theses tend 
to have a broader view of the topic being studied and 
to review a larger amount of material. (I have heard 
that it is not unusual to read a hundred periodicals.) 
A major difficulty for a library thesis lies in that your 
aim is to search for the ideas overlooked by the 
researchers (who have a first-hand experience in 
their respective topics). An advantage (or a disad- 
vantage) for writing a library thesis is that you do not 
get an extended laboratory research experience. 
Regardless of the topic, a good approach to the 
writing of a good thesis is to be thorough in research 
but concise in writing. A golden rule to remember is 


Chemistry 


by Bill Newcomb 


Once upon a time, Reed chemistry had a 
reputation for being, well, unpleasant insome 
ways. Certain majors were known for being 
uppity and obnoxious, intro labs were an 
excuse for mind-crushing tedium, and then 
there was this awful building. In the last 
couple of years, though, organic lab has got- 
ten a major overhaul, and although I cannot 
speak for the years before I got here, I have 
found the talk of unpleasant experiences in 
the department to have become scarcer each 
year. To top it all off, the chem department 
now has a brand new building. I think I can 
now safely say, then, that if you wish to 
become a chemist at Reed, you are in for a 
largely satisfying and rewarding, if sometimes 
gtueling, experience. That is, if you don’t 
mind being called a squid. 

Inexplicably, at Reed College the term is 
applied to chem majors — er, excuse me, 
chem squids. Though the term is not really as 
all-pervasive as I’m making it out to be, ex- 
pect to be called a chem squid at least once, if 
not consistently. However, also expect a chal- 
lenging, exciting four (or more) years ina top- 
notch department with one of the lower se- 
nior-to-faculty ratios in the college. Reed 
chemistry offers a superior lab experience 
(that can only benefit from the spacious new 
building), in addition to small upper-level 
classes. Intro organic chemistry here has a 
reputation for being both extremely chal- 
lenging and extremely painful, but only the 


former is really deserved (more on that later). 
From the Bruker 300 MHz NMR spectrometer 
to the full-fledged research fission reactor in the 
basement of the old building, much of the 
instrumentation you will use in your career here 
is top-notch, and comparable to that in many 
graduate schools (except you won't have to sign 
up a month in advance to use it, under normal 
circumstances). 

In my experience here the chemistry faculty 
has been quite helpful as a rule, and the depart- 
ment as a whole seems to be free of the kind of 
political intrigue that plagues many big state 
school departments, as well as certain other 
departments at Reed. To promote social inter- 
action and spiritual harmony between and 
among profesors and students (mainly the lat- 
ter), the department has instituted the Chem 
Coffee Hour, which occurs every week. This 
social gathering is consistent only in that the 
assembled participants are in the vicinity for 
chem-related reasons, and that coffee is com- 
pletely absent from the cornucopia of goodies 
typically served. It’s also anice break ifyou have 
a lab on Friday, the traditional day of this 
feeding frenzy. 


Squid the First 

All you really have to do your first year to get 
on the squid track is to take Intro Chem. Profs 
try to avoid making this course a survey, so be 
prepared to step back and see a bigger picture of 
chemistry in general. As tempting as it may be, 
do not blow this course off. Even if you took AP 
chemistry, there will be stuff here you don’t 


that everything takes at least twice (at least five 
times for your thesis) as long as you expect it. 
Wheneverything isdone, youcan relax 
for two and half days. Be on the Bio Department 
softball team forRenn Fayre, ifyou like. Be wild and 
be crazy. Nothing can stop you now. Orals Week, 
which immediately follows Renn Fayre, isnot abig 
problem. All that is required from you is to get two 
professors (one in the division of Math and Science 
andanother outside thedivision), to bring food and 
beverages (using your imagination) and to babble 
about your thesis for two hours (mostly about the 
first chapter or other basic materials). Now, youcan 
walk across the podium on the lawn, give some 
themeobject to the presidentand get yourdiploma. 
Congratulations! You are now ready to enter a grad 
school or to get a job. [Bio is different from most 
majors in that this last possibility is nota joke. -ed_] 


Ho-Yon Hwang, '92,can frequently be seen playing 
softball on Sundays. 


know. Besides the requisite Hum 110, you 
might take intro Physics or Bio, depending on 
your tastes (the former is required of all squids 
at some point, the latter of biochem squids), as 
well as the necessary mathematics. Take some 
fun classes, too; remember, you’re attending 
Reed, not Podunk Tech. You actually spread 
this stuff out over all four years, it’s just a 
matter of what's needed when. You'll want to 
have taken math and physics by the start of 
your third year, especially if your interests lie 
in physical chemistry. Your advisor can be a 
great help, especially since he or she is most 
likely around more than the usual prof (this is 
based solely on my personal experience, so 
please, no letter bombs), and he or she will 
help to guide your course allocation so as to 
minimize stress and maximize your ability to 


deal. 


Squid the Second 

Organic Chemistry. What more could | 
say? Depending on your inclination, this class 
can either be kind of a drag or a real blast. It 
doesn’t have to be painful, though. Keep up 
with the material, study with other people, 
and think. If something seems fishy or inordi- 
nately abstruse, discuss it with Pat or Alan, or 
even with a senior (helpful for those questions 
that arise about the time the library closes). If 
you are a fast-track kind of person, or maybe if 
you aren’t, take Instrumentation the first se- 
mester and Intro Organic the second. Yes, 
there are a lot of courses you have to take, and 
yes, most of them are only worth a half-unit, 





but persist and perservere, and take as many 
as early as you feel able to, in order to avoid 
taking most of them your senior year and 
tuining your sense of humor. I’m not saying 
you will, but why risk it? 


Squid the Third 

Now you can really start to take your 
chemical education in directions that inter- 
est you. It boils down to selecting the right 
blend of advanced organic, advanced inor- 
ganic, biochemistry, and physical chemistry 
to enable you to do a kind of thesis you'll like 
without starting entirely from scratch. Again, 
these courses are, witha few exceptions, half- 
unit, semester-long courses, though the half- 
unit part will seem like a bit of a fib in most 
cases. You don’t have a thesis to worry about 
right now, so don’t put too much off. 

The chemistry qual is a weekend-long 
affair with a paper in a field of your choice, 
which culminates in an oral examination by 
your friendly professors concerning said pa- 
per. It used to be a written thing, but most 
people’s prose becomes somewhat unfocused 
and meandering after 48 hours of sleep dep- 
tivation, thus the current format. You'll like 
it a lot better if you can answer some ques- 
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tions in a coherent fashion, so don’t be afraid to 
budget some sleep into your schedule. Possible 
marks here include Pass, Fail and Conditional 
Pass, which entails writing a paper in order to 
demonstrate that you really do know and un- 
derstand those aspects of your paper which you 
were not able to verbally expound on. At least 
one person received a conditional pass last year. 
Don’t blow the qual off, but do try to emerge 
from it not needing a week of recuperation. 


Squid the Fourth (and hopefully last) 

With a shitload of luck you will now know 
exactly what you want to write your thesis 
about. With some more luck you will at least 
have taken some upper-level courses in the 
general area of yourthesis interest. 1fyouhaven’t, 
it’s still possible to begin your thesis; you will 
just have a trifle more background reading to 
do. In any case, your thesis will not eat your 
brain. This advice applies to theses in general at 
Reed, but it’s really, really important not to get 
a stick up your butt about your thesis. Remem- 
ber, it’s only one unit (yeah, so was Stat 
Therm...),and you have all year. Relax, get into 
lab (or wherever), and have the fun you deserve 
doing chemistry. If you've been a good little 
chem squid up to this point and taken all those 
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damn half-unit courses, you can now take classes 
that will provide a pleasantdiversion when that 
thing really. does start eating your brain. Oh, 
don't forget that, although chem theses tend to 
be short, you will have a bit of writing to do at 
some point. Do try to avoid having to be in lab 
at the last minute, or even the last month if you 
can hack it. 

Once you’ve finished your final draft, you! @ 
will stand in front of a few profs and explain it|¢ 
all in your orals, whilst said profs munch the 


a. 


delectable goodies you've provided to keep them = 
in a good mood. Don’t forget to set aside select] gp 
protions of your brain before Renn Fayre so that| a= 
they will still be there in order for you to do this.| @ 
With any luck, you'll then be ready to scram 0. 
and go into the real world, where you have to o 
worry about how much your chemicalscost. Oh 
well. io 
Bill Newcomb graduated in Chem acouple o' years ome 
ago, and it was his advanced scientific knowledge oO 
which launched our mighty dirgible of the airwaves, 
KRRC, into anever-narrowing spiral towards suc- a 
cess. a. 
r 
0 
0 
= 
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Inese 


by Toby Boyd 


Oddly enough, it seems that no-one from this department has ever written an account of 
their ordeals. I can't pretend to be an expert on the workings of the program, though I did take 
a year of hanyu from Professors Charles Wu and Hyong Rhew. Both are quite competent 
instructors, and likable sorts as well. You should also note that as the youngest department at 
Reed, Chinese is all the rage among those students who want to march boldly into the 
unknown. Just make sure you get your requirements in writing... As an added bonus, studying 
Chinese does provide you with the opportunity to study in China, which is way more mind- 
blowing than a semester in just-another-western-capitalist-country. 


Classics 


by John Pickett 'LXXXIX 


So you wanna be a Classics major? Well, grab a 
"guitar" and sit yourself down, ‘cause it’s real easy to 
be one. All you gotta do is take three years of Latin 
or Greek and one year (an introductory course, 
mind you) of the language youdon’ttake three years 
of. The only other major requirement is a year of 
Greek and Roman history — generally Classics 371 
and 373, Greek and Roman respectively. That's all 
the Classics profs want, although they will respect 
you a lot more if you do something brave like take 
four years of Latin or three years of Greek. But’s that 
insane unless you're a certain unnamed Reedie who 
ran through Latin 110 in halfa semester in his haste 


| to atone for lackalatin. 


your key to knowledge 


Count all that. That's ten units and your major 
shit is out of the way. Now, add in your Hum 110 
(three units), two units of science (Nat Sci, unless 
you're a science dope), one unit of art history and 
twounitsof300or above English litandwhatdoyou 
have? You got another eight units that covers just 
about everything that’s required (but check with 
the Registrar's office or with your advisor in case | 
sandbagged you.) Add it up, Einstein. Count it. 18 


aie E} Falenque 


units. That means you have 12 units to do with what 
you like ~ basically take courses that relate to your 
thesis and do the nasty. 


The Sell 

OK. Here’s the real skinny. You read past the shit 
I threw in to stop the chumps. You can do anything 
you want with classics. Anything. If you're a gener- 
alist, it’s for you. You can do literature, history, 
philosophy, poetry, semiotics — there’s a deal called 
“The New Classics” and it’s busting on the German 
historicists who got the ball rolling. Check out 
Halperin (100 Years of Homosexuality), Foucault 
(The Use Of Pleasure), Rivchlin (The Garden of 
Priapus) for serious scholarship that rocks. 

The real thing at Reed is thesis. Lots of room for 
interdisciplinary souff — recent majors have done 
Classics/Linguistics, Classics/Religion and Creative 
Thesis. A plum in the pie isa semester in Rome your 
junior year (the Rome program) — the finance ties 
into Reed so don’t worry, just do it. Junior Qual is a 
written paper usually fifteen to thirty pages long. No 
biggie. If you're lucky it'll be on something you 
already read in Hum 110 or in Latin or Greek. If 
you're unlucky, you'll maybe have to read two books 
over spring break. Rough. Look at this way, if there 
are only five classics 


majors a year, are 


they really going to 
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By O from Wally. It’s a pleasu and you li b 
seduced into classics (havingalready been pandered 
to, it’s easier to be corrupted). Professor Richard 
Tron is often times underestimated by students, but 
if you hear Dick recite 10 or 20 lines from any one 
book of the Aeneid from memory, in cadence, you 
just might start to see beyond his professorial image. 
They also call Dick up to Astoria for translation 
services when Polish sailors jump ship (is that over 
now that the iron aurtain is raised? Huh?). Professor 
Jennifer Dellner is extraordinarily rigorous in lan- 
guage classes, and is not known for pandering to or 
even pampering students. Ever. Maybe in the Para- 
dox. Dellner provides a needed comp-lit expertise 
and also has been known to contribute slashing 
articles to The Rude Girl Press. 

The students. Generally wigged. No different, 
except for perhaps even more eclectic than usual, 
and perhaps more likely to play academic hardball. 


Tips for Tots 

Hot tips: take Dellner’s Gender and Classical 
Literature: Gendering Fictions; and Tron’s Classics 
363, Classical Literature. Ifyou have the Latin ability, 
don’tmissLatin312 in the inthespring—translating 
Lucretius — since Englert is currently working on a 
book translation of Lucretius. Aso, Professor Natalia 
King’s Classical Rhetoric and Literary Theory (Eng. 
307) Think early about doing a creative thesis (as. a 
Classics major) and miss the rush. 


Cavete (You Know, Caviar Emptor) 

Wamning: the basis for your Classics major is 
translation. It’s common for classics majors to 3/2 
(three years of one classical languages, two of the 
other). That meansyoudon’thave any time toslack 
off. The bad part is that it eats up your time. The 
good partis thatyoucan easily get itoverwith before 
your senior year. In addition, after doing three years 
of a classical language, literature and history in 
English seems like a piece of cake —you discoveryou 
possess synapses where before there was only grey 
matter. Classics, while it sounds abstract, is really a 
very practical major. You get down and dirty with 
the languagesofyourchoice. Remember, it’sa brave 
new world out there and you can (and should) do 
anything at all — philosophy, history, historiogra- 
phy, linguistics, makesomethingup. And when it’s 
over, you can read Umberto Eco’s The Name of the 
Rose and understand all the Latin in it. Butseriously, 
it’s the kind of major where ten years later you're 
working for the Parks Bureau mowing the grass (or 
some other job you never imagined) and a bit of 
Virgil or Theocritus will ring in your mind, and 
you'll smile, and think about all the science and 
math majorsworking in their little white cubiclesin 
the artificial air of their office. And you'll go home, 
pick up a well-worn copy of the Eclogues, and drift 
away in a pastoral dream (the mown grass still 
sticking to your neck). 


No-one reallyseems toknowwho this Pickett fellowwas. 
Keep a close watch on those mik cartons... 


by EricGibbs ag eae 
wu, cfeative writin 


Maybe you just passed the English Qual, 
and the idea just came to you. Maybe you've 
spent the last three years or so scribbling out 
snippets of poetry or narrative, or even an 
outline for the “grand project.” Maybe you 
think acreative thesissounds like kindofaneat 
idea, but you're not really sure. 

Maybe, maybe not. 


Characters 

First of all, there is no official Creative 
Writing department at Reed. As the system 
works now, there is only one professor at any 
given time who teaches Creative Writing 
courses and advises most of the creative theses. 
At the end of two years, the professor leaves, 
and anew one is hired. Generally, if the former 
taught prose, the new professor will be a poet, 
which creates a two-year alternation cycle be- 
tween poetry and fiction courses. This is an 
okay system, unless you happen to be caught in 
an off-year for whatever you want to do, in 
which case you’re sort of screwed. There are 
ways around this, which I'll explain a little 
later. 

In order to write a creative thesis, first 
you must submit a proposal to the Creative 
Thesis Committee at the beginning of your 
senior year (Be sure to find out the deadline for 
this from the Lit & Languages secretary, Karen 
Bondaruk, because it’s always sooner than you 
think, and nobody will tell you unless you ask). 
The proposal should include as clear a state- 
ment of purpose as you can muster; a brief 
paragraph describing any Creative Writing 
courses you may have taken, at Reed or any- 
where else; and as much of your best writing as 
you feel comfortable showing them. It is not 
necessary for your writing samples to be a part 
of your proposed thesis topic, but itnever hurts. 
If you do this, you have the option of earning 
extra brownie points by explaining how these 
scenes would fit into the overall work—that is, 
if you know how they'd fit in. One final note on 
proposals: contrary to popular opinion, men- 
tioning the word “novel” in your proposal is not 
necessarily a bad thing. They will not shoot 
you for it. They might not even reject your 
proposal. What they might do is wonder 
whether you can pull it off in just a year (think: 
a novel is at least 60,000 words—230 pages or 
so—which is probably more than you've writ- 
ten since coming to Reed). “Novella” is a 
better term for a less lengthy commitment. 

Once you have handed your proposal in 
to the committee, they will invariably hold on 
to it for longer than you would like, or think 
necessary. During this time, you might want to 


occupy your time thinking of critical thesis top- 
ics, in case the committee decides to flush your 
proposal. You might also start looking for an 
advisor, if you haven’t done so already. 

If for one reason or another, the creative 
thesis you want to write (a collection of short 
stories, for instance) might not work out with the 
current Creative Writing professor (who might 
only be interested in poetry), you do have an- 
other option—become friends with another Lit 
& Languages professor. Become close friends 
with this professor for two reasons. The first is 
that most non-Creative Writing professors are 
uncomfortable taking on creative thesis students, 
and you should reassure them that your head’s 
not up your ass most of the time. The second 
reason is that, while you are looking for a thesis 
advisor, so are the other seventy-odd seniors in 
your division. As a potential creative thesis 
student, you have to scramble even harder. 

There is also a third reason to become 
friends with a professor, which is that most of 
them are genuinely nice people. But that’s beside 
the point. 


First Semester 

Once your thesis proposal is approved— 
be optimistic, kids—and you find an advisor, you 
begin the official writing. If they accepted your 
proposal, chances are pretty good that you have 
at least a murky idea of what you want to do. 
Odds are, you also have a capable grasp of your 
abilities and limitations as a writer. If you don’t, 
then the first semester is a good time to test 
yourself. Drift around, listen to the way people 
talk; be observant, and write it all down. You 
probably won’t have much need of your advisor 
during this stage, and s/he won't be expecting 
much from you other than occasional reassur- 
ances that you are writing something. 

By the end of the first semester, you will 
undergo what's known as “mini-orals,” with your 
advisor and first reader (who is randomly ap- 
pointed by the division unless you approach 
someone before the meeting), who will discuss 
your “firstchapter” (i.e. whateveryou’ve done up 
to that point) with you. These are usually pretty 
laid-back affairs, during which you will be asked 
questions beginning with “Had you considered...” 
Take notes; they will be useful, especially since 
the two professors in the room with you will be on 
your real orals, and will probably ask the same 
questions then, unless you head them off. This is 
the first great criticism of your work, and itcan be 
a bit discouraging; however, the mini-orals is 
designed to function as a larger thesis meeting, 
not a test run for senior orals. Most professors 
view it this way—they read your work and try to 
give constructive observations about where you're 
going, and how you're getting there. 


Second Semester 

Once your advisor and first reader have 
mercilessly deconstructed your pride and joy, it 
falls to you to put it back together—better, 
stronger, faster, and with more literary merit 
than you ever thought possible. What's most 
important at this point, as with all theses, is not 
to flake. Talk to your advisor as much as possible. 
Show your manuscript to as many people as you 
can. If you think you need help, ask for it. After 
all, you’re a senior—the world is at your feet, for 
the moment. 

Ifatall possible, finish three weeks early, so 
you have time to revise itand formatitand briefly 
reflect on the rest of your coursework. Oh, yes, 
there’s one other thing... 


The Critical Introduction 

Hah. You thought you could get away 
with it, didn’tyou?Uh-uh. Yougottado criticism 
just like everyone else. 

Actually, the critical introduction is not as 
evil as it sounds. In most cases, you will not be 
expected to deliver an objective, third-party 
criticism of your own work (which would be kind 
of absurd, under the circumstances). My intro- 
duction focused partially on the extensive re- 
writing I did, with comparisons between past and 
present drafts. I also spent some time discussing 
the individual characters, and the obituary as a 
genre. Cut loose. You just wrote acreative thesis; 
they probably expect you to be a little wacky. Of 
course, if you really want to compare your work to 
the Aeneid, be my guest. 


Orals 

The coup de grace, the finale, the epilogue, 
taking the lame horse out behind the shed and 
putting a thirty-thirty slug between its ears. 

Find your outside reader early. Outside 
readers—professors from outside the division that 
you chose to sit in on your orals—are probably 
the best, in terms of novels and short stories, 
since they have a better perspective on non- 
critical reading. They also seem to enjoy reading 
stories more than the average “T.S. Eliot's 
Baudelairean Peccadilloes” critical tripe. Also, 
buy a pot of coffee from the Paradox beforehand, 
but don’t drink too much of it yourself, as you'll 


current literary traditions, and if it doesn’t, then 
why not. Asking and answering this question 
can, surprisingly, occupy up to two hours of your 
time. Not surprisingly, it will probably bore you 
and your outside reader and maybe one or two 
others. 

Overall, orals will be better than you ex- 
pect them to be, but still not something you’d 


want to do more than once or twice. 
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by Aixé Djelal, 93 


Once upon a time I was asked to fill out 
a survey about my college. One of the questions 
asked was what I considered the two best fea- 
tures of Reed to be. Without hesitation I wrote 
“The dance department.” (After some serious 
thought I added “and the swing set.”) 

Yes, as far as ] am concerned the dance 
department is the best thing about Reed. Un- 
fortunately and very mistakenly, academically 
it has been taken about as seriously as the swing 
set. I believe that this conception is changing, 
and the dance department is rightfully being 
regarded with more academic respect. 

Who am I to hold all of these opinions? 1 
am an interdisciplinary Dance/General Litera- 
ture major in the midst of researching for my 
thesis, which I will write this fall on Afro- 
Cuban Dance and Literature. When petition- 
ing for my major, I was asked by an unnamed 
professor in the literature department if dance 
was as valid an art form as painting or poetry, for 
example. I replied to this sadly ignorant faculty 
member that indeed people expressed them- 
selves through movement far before anyone 
thought of picking up a pen and spewing out 
verse. He was taken aback and honestly sur- 
prised by my response. One of my goals as a 
dancerand asa thesisstudentis to eliminate this 
notion of dance as the “less valid” art and as a 
“not very” intellectual field. 

Professor Judy Massee and Professor Pat 
Wong are the extremely talented, attentive, 
and excellent faculty members who comprise 
the Reed Dance Department. They too seek to 
dispel the notion that dance is a non-intellec- 
tual, somewhat flakey art form. However, their 
expertise is not confined to reacting to foolish 
ideas about dance. 

Judy Massee teaches Dance 110, said to 
be the best class at Reed by many of her stu- 
dents. Dance 110 is a class in basic movement 
technique. This class is accessible to the most 
inexperienced mover, and Judy does an amaz- 
ing job of breaking down difficult movement, 
and pointing out the challenges of relatively 
easy movement. She advocates dance for every- 
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becomes more experienced, she continues to 
emphasize dance for the joy of dancing. She 
focuses on modern technique (Graham, 
Weidman, etc.) with a smattering of African 
toward the end of the course. (At this juncture I 
should mention that the Reed Dance Depart- 
ment focuses primarily on modem technique, 
although classes for non-academic credit are 
offered by the PE department in ballet and jazz.) 
This is the most inspirational class 1 have ever 
taken. It inspired me to pursue dance, and Judy 
has continued to encourage me, both in and out 
of classes, to be a dancer. 

Also taught by Judy Massee are Dance 
Theory and Criticism and Dance History, of- 
fered during alternate academic years. Both are 
excellent courses that include quite a bit of 
reading, a lot of discussion, and a lot of watching 
videos of dance performances. Both of these 
classes are rated at only one half unit which is an 
insult to the quality and quantity of material and 
instruction offered by Judy ineachclass. Ifyou are 
seeking a blow-off class, forget about taking ei- 
ther of these two classes to fulfill your half-assed 
pursuit of knowledge. Both of these classes entail 
major research and choreography projects. 

Professor Pat Wong's style of teaching 
varies as much as her effervescent personality 
does with Judy Massee’s peaceful one. She is a 
mover, and a talented and inspiringly impatient 
one at that. Like Judy, she will push you to your 
limits, and then invite you to step beyond them. 
Pat teaches Dance 210 (Technique, Design and 
Composition) and Dance 310 (Advanced Tech- 
nique and Composition). I have not yet taken 
Dance 310, but from my experience in 210 with 
Pat, and from hearing the comments of 310 
students, there is no doubt that Pat’s students 
learn an enormous amount over the course of the 
year. I could not even imagine choreographing 
anything when I started Dance 210. At the end 
of the year, I had choreographed a duet and was 
able to see how I could push myself beyond what 
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does not focus on teaching choreography, she 
too is an amazing choreographer and is very 
willing to help.) Like Judy, Pat actively discour- 
ages competition within the department, and 
encourages learning and dancing for its own 
sake. 

Not to be excluded from my praises of the 
dance department is Carla Mann, one of 
Portland’s best choreographers and the musical 
element of the Reed Dance Department. Carla 
is a highly innovative musician who accompa- 
nies Judy and Pat’s classes on percussion and 
piano. It is a treat to dance to her music, and we 
are fortunate to have her play for our classes. 

The Reed Dance Department has an an- 
nual Spring Dance Concert at which students 
may perform their choreography. The depart- 
ment also generously sponsors master classes 
during Paideia with its limited funding. 

The Reed Dance Department upholds 
the Reed standard of noncompetitiveness, learn- 
ing for the sake of learning, and knowledge as 
accessible and shared better than any other 
department at Reed. Ithas inspired me to pursue 
dance not only in the realm of performance, but 
also as a teacher and an ethnographer. Pat and 
Judy have been the only inspiration and reason 
for me to remain at Reed College, an institution 
whose academic acclaim is too big for its britches 
and whose eyes are too small to properly ac- 
knowledge and honor its own dance department 
(which, by the way, cannot even offer Dance as 
an independent major — push for hiring more 
Dance faculty so that Reed can offer a BFA!!!). 
A thousand cheers for the Reed Dance Depart- 
ment 

P.S. If] ever happen upon a large sum of 
money (hah!) I plan to donate part of it to Reed 
only if it is used to make the dance department 
full-fledged by hiring more faculty and providing 
improved dance facilities. 


Aixé Djelal’s father was once called “the Joan Rivers 
of postmodemism” by a lately-departed little stoat of 
an English professor. 
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by Gillian Wright, 91 


Okay, it’snot the University of Chicago. 
A degree in Economics from Reed does not 
translate to a horde of investment banking 
firms fighting over you at graduation, nor does 
it mean that you have to join the capitalist 
oppressors and help destroy the rain forest in 
the name of profit. Though traditionally a 
small department, Reed Econ has its share of 
distinguished alumni, and grad schools and 
employers don’t laugh when the department is 
mentioned. 

The major factor setting Reed’s eco- 
nomics program apart from those at other 
schools is its low emphasis on math. The theo- 
retical nature of math at Reed does not lend 
itself to econ applications (many schools have 
calculus classes specifically designed for busi- 
ness and Econ majors), though Math/Econ is a 
popular interdisciplinary major. Math isa must 
for graduate work in economics, however, so 
Econ majors planning to continue in graduate 
school should consider how to get a basic 
grounding in calculus and statistics at least, 
whether at Reed or elsewhere. Reed Econom- 
ics classesemphasize theory and intuition rather 
than mechanics. Most upper division courses 
incorporate current literature though they avoid 
treatment of the more complex models. 


What Kind of a Person Majors in Economics 
at Reed? 

Econ majors tend to be very pragmatic. 
They don’t usually blame white patriarchal 
society for the world’s problems, and there is a 
sort of pathological fear of Marxism in most 
members of the department. There really isn’t 
a “party line” (to bend the metaphor), but the 
size of the department limits the variety of 
paradigms taught. The department is small - 
three professors and 15 or 20 juniors and se- 
niors — so everyone basically knows everyone 
else, especially juniors and seniors who attend 
thesis seminars every week or so (see The 
Thesis Experience for details). Reed Econ 
majors have been described in the past as 
“proto-yuppie scum.” It is one of the more 
conservative departments — well maybe the 
most conservative department at Reed — and it 
does lack idealism. However, both faculty and 
students will listen to almost anything if you 
can back it up, and say it concisely (long- 
windedness is not popular). 


Life Cycle of the Major 
With only three required courses for the 
major, Econ is fairly flexible; however the more 


extensive divisional requirements can sneak up 
on you. Econ courses are rarely capped, and 
professors are very good about adding sections 
when necessary. The required courses are Econ 
201/202, the introductory course; Econ 313, 
Microeconomic Theory; and Econ 314, 
Macroeconomic Theory. The intro course covers 
the basics of both micro and macroeconomics in 
one semester, and a required lab section has been 


added this year for experiments and supplemen- 


tal math. This course covers a bot of cumulative 
material so it’s important not to get behind in the 
reading or the homework. Intermediate micro 
and macro theory are both pretty dry, but the 
material for these two classes is the basis for the 
Qual. All of 
the required 
courses have 
==Econ 
amidterm and 
a final, and 
macro usually has a paper as well. Ideally these 
classes should be taken by the end of the sopho- 
more year, because they are necessary for most of 
the upper division courses. 

In addition to the three required courses, 
Econ majors have to choose a minimum of four 
upperdivision classes. Considering thatthere are 
only three professors, the range of courses offered 
is pretty broad, including econometrics, interna- 
tional econ, development econ, monetary and 
fiscal policy, econ of energy and the environ- 
ment, macroeconomics in an open economy, 
comparative economic systems, and industrial 
organization. The best courses for non-majors to 
take are development econ, industrial organiza- 
tion, and econ of energy and the environment, 
preferably aftercompleting the intro course. Those 
courses are notas technical as some of the others, 
with more emphasis on economic policy. 

Upper division classes typically have be- 
tween 10 and 20 students, though it is not un- 
common to have only 5 or 6 in some of the more 
specialized classes. One econometrics class had 3 
students. Generally the upper division classes 
have a midterm and a final, and most of them 
require papers as well. Several classes have peri- 
odic problem sets (econometrics), or short writ- 
ten assignments (comparative systems, develop- 
ment). The reading load varies according to the 
class and the professors, but it tends to be lighter 
across the board than history or political science 
classes, partly because economics writing tends 
to be shorter and denser than in other social 
sciences. This is expected to be true of students’ 
writing as well. 

The best strategy for an Econ major is to 
get the required courses out of the way in the first 


two years if possible, so that the remaining time 
can be a mixture of upper division classes and 
divisional requirements. People uncertain about 
Economics as a major should take intro and one 
of the upper division courses before deciding (if| ns 
you hate it, then at least you've filled a group 0 
requirement). As it is not possible to specialize in 
a sub-discipline of economics, except in the] == 
thesis, majors should take as broad a range of| @ 
classes as possible to get a feel for the discipline as|(Q 
a whole before deciding on a thesis topic. It is] @ 
possible to take two upper division Econ courses 
with thesis, but this tends to lead to burnout and| #@ 
poor performance. 


OmMmIcs 


about the thesis without talking about the Qual] 3 
The Junior Qualifying Exam for Economics has} Q. 
changed drastically in recent years. Where it] G 
used to be a thesis proposal and bibliography} © 
(never looked at again), it now has two parts: an 0 
exam, and three one-page descriptions of pos- on 
sible thesis topics. There are two sections to the 
exam, micro and macro, with about three general 
questions in each. As mentioned earlier, the 
questions are based on the material from the 


questions in either section results in a condi- 
tional pass, which consists of researching and 
writing a longeressay on the same general subject 
as the questions missed. This is nota big deal; the 
faculty are notout to flunk people. They consider 
a conditional to be a take-home section of the 
Qual that you don’t have to do if you answer the 
questions completely the first time. The possible 
thesis topics do not have to be researched; their 
main purpose is to get you thinking about your 
thesis early so that you have the maximum time 
for data collection, research, and other catastro- 
phes. 

Theses are usually historical or empirical. 
Though people occasionally do theoretical the- 
ses, the department discourages them because of| 
the discipline necessary to complete them, a 
discipline rarely exhibited in Econ majors for 
some reason. Thesis students in Econ have an 
alarming tendency to change topics at semester 
and do the vast majority of their writing in the 
last four weeks. This is not a wise strategy, as it 
leads to sleep deprivation on a huge scale. For 
empirical theses, it’s important to remember that 
you will be at the mercy of the computer for along 
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time, no matter how much you yell at it. With 
the added bonus of an original rough draft dead- 
line that is written in stone — if you miss it for 
anything less than a loss of a limb, you do not 
graduate until the following year, whether or not 
your final draft is finished on time — it is wise not 
to take on more than you can handle. Once you 
have decided on a manageable topic, keep it 
manageable by doing you can as early as possible 
(for instance, if you are waiting for data, write 


the background section). 


General Pros and Cons 

So that this can end on a positive note, 
the bad news comes first. Whichever way you 
look at it this department is small. There are only 
three professors, and someone always has to 
teach intro so the non-required courses are lim- 
ited. Tenure decisions and retirements in the 
past few years have caused major upheaval in the 
department, and currently there are no tenured 
professors in Econ. So the people writing your 
references for grad school may not be at Reed by 
the time you go to grad school. There is not 
much ideological diversity because with only 
three positions, the department really has no 
choice but to hire people in the mainstream of 
economic thought to make sure that students 
get the necessary background to go on in eco- 
nomics. To paraphrase one professor, Marxism 
is a luxury we can’t afford. The required classes 
are largely drudge work, necessary but not fun; 
and there really aren’t any math classes at Reed 
appropriate to the demands of the field. 

For the good news, the department is 
small. This means that all of the students and 
professors know each other. The department is 
young, so the professors are accessible and en- 
thusiastic. The library has an excellent selection 
of currentecon journals. The faculty and courses 
lack ideological diversity, but students are given 
great flexibility on their theses, even to the 
extent that the faculty will help find people 
outside of Reed to advise theses not in their own 
@ | areas of specialty. The current faculty is excep- 
| tionally helpful with finding resources, intern- 
"U | ships, grad schools, and jobs. Reed Econ is well 


O | ogy/Econ if you get a jump on the bio require- 
ments. In what other department at Reed do 
majors get stereotyped as materialistic support- 
ers of the capitalistic establishment? (By the 
way, the best known alumni of Reed Econ are in 
environmental/natural resource economics and 
= | development economics, not investment trad- 
& | ing.) Besides a 1989 alumni survey showed that 
2 | Econ graduates get the most money. Hey, you 
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,| can’t live on rhetoric. 


by Greg Barnhisel, 92 


Firstofall,acaveat: ifyouwantto be an English 
major, youdamn well better getused to reading Toni 
Morrison’s Beloved. Approximately half of the En- 
glish classes here finish their semesters with this 
novel, and discussions on it range from rigorous and 
insightful to pathetic (in the most Hellenistic sense 
of the term) and downright weepy. The book, 
luckily, can withstand the concentrated attention it 
receives here, but many students in the department 
get really sick of it by senior year. Don’t say I didn’t 
warn you. 

Prospective English majors start out their 
careers here with Hum 110. Try to pay closer atten- 
tion to it than most freshmen do, because it really 
gives you a headstart on many of the topics you will 
cover in your next three years. Obviously the litera- 
ture texts merit your time, but you would be surprised 
how usefulawork- —_ingknowledgeofHerodonss, 

Panofsky, or Plato — espe- 

Lf. cially Plato — can be when 

you're slogging through some 

of the denser novels and po- 

S) etry you’llencounter inupper- 

division courses. Take yoursci- 

ence class this year. You can’t 

© a=» really take anythinginteresting 

as a freshman, and only in the 

first year will you be willing to 

slave allnightoverachem labor 

get up at 8 AM to make the bio 

lecture. Get a start on fulfilling 

your other Group requirements 
Cc this year, also. 

As freshmen are forbidden 
to take English classes (although 
on occasion you can circumvent 

Lai thisrule), the English major begins 

“real” study sophomore year. 200- 
level classes may look boring and elementary in the 
catalog in comparison to the more sexy upper- 
division offerings, but some of them are really re- 
warding and, furthermore, a necessary prologue to 
the difficult later courses. Good 200-level classes are 
“Poetry and Poetics” and some of the “Introduction 
to Fiction” classes. Don't blow off the critical read- 
ings; you'll find as you continue along your anti- 
career track that literary criticism is a much bigger 
deal than you ever suspected back when you were 
reading Sound and Sense in your A.P. English class. 
Ostensibly, Reed’s English Department is training 
you to beone of those critics. Feel free to scoff at them 
personally (good targets for snide undergrad ridicule 
are Stanley “Goofy Name” Fish, T.S. “Stodgy Ol’ 
Wannabe Brit” Eliotand spécialement Jacques “What 
More Can You Say About The French, Anyway” 
Derrida), but pay attention to what they've got to 
say. 

Another good class to take sophomore year is 
Hum 220 — ir'll give you a diletrante’s dose of 
important people whose names you can drop. Get 
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your Group C requirement out of the way this year, 
and don'tforget thatasa divisional requirementyou 
must take a year of a foreign literature not in 
translation. If you don’t read another language 
already, start now at the very latest. Another divi- 
sional requirement is one unit from the Division of 
the Arts: that’sone unit, not one class. The College 
requires that in addition to the foreign literature 
classes you take a year of 100- or 200-level foreign 
language. This requirement really screwed me and 
one of the editors of the handbook over, I thought 
that a 300-level Spanish course would fulfill the 
“lang, logic, math, or linguistics” requirement until 
I discovered otherwise at the start of my senior year. 
The fact that it must be a 100 or 200 level course is 
not specifically mentioned in any official docu- 
ment. 

Junior year is when the fun really begins. 
Obviously you've been smart and gotten most of 
your requirements out of the way last year, so you 
won't be struggling through Anthro 211 or some 
similar nightmare while you tackle the significant 
workload characteristic of the junior year. (300- 
level courses carry a greater reading requirement 
than do 200-levels, so beware when scheduling.) 
You must take one of the Junior Seminars (unless 
thedepartmenthascometoitssensesand reinstated 
ELH, in which case you've gotta take that) and get 
in a bunch of other English classes. The term paper 
you write junior year for either Junior Sem or ELH 
is the best preparation for your thesis. By the second 
semester of this year, you should have taken classes 
in the three major genres of prose, poetry and drama 
and have at least a nodding acquaintance with 
literary theory and history. The reason for this is the 
Qual, a short and relatively simple exam given in 
April that asks you merely to demonstrate compe- 
tence, notmastery. Upon passing the Qual, you will 
be eligible to be a senior and to write your thesis. 

The thesis, by far the most dreaded thing at 
this college apart from the OLCC, is really not that 
bad if you start early and work steadily over the 
course of the year. It’s best to have some vague idea 
of a topic at the end of the junior year, and over the 
summer isa good time to think more carefully about 
a prospective thesis and read around a little bit. Not 
having a topic by the time school starts is no crisis, 
though; if you’ve gotten through three years here 
you'll be able to pull this off. Find an advisor youcan 
get along with and have them help you out Once 
you have a topic, the best advice I can give on the 
thesisexperience is read early and write often. You'll 
finish. Don’t use the taberstressed, deadline-racing 
seniors you've seen at past thesis times as romantic 
examples for your thesis process —I guarantee you 
they make better anecdotes than role models. 

Upon finishing your thesis, you'll have an 
oral examination. If you know your topic at all, it 
shouldn't be a problem. For the first time, you'll be 
teaching the professors and cutting them down for 
not doing the reading. After this, of course, is 
graduation, the worst thing that can happen to an 





English major. It’snot that we want to stay, it’s just 
that we've (as Richard Gere said in An Officer and 
a Gentleman “got nowhere else tuh go.” 

For further counsel, you can find ex-Reed 
English Majors washing dishes at local restaurants 
orsuckingdown ale at any Portland or Seattle pub. 
I'm sure they'll be willing to talk, provided you buy 
them a beer and under no circumstances mention 
graduate school or Toni Morrison. 


by René Morissey, 91 


So you want to be a General Literature 
major? Even though it’s a completely unmarket- 
able major, the namestill doesn’t have the weight 
of similar majors, like philosophy and religion. 
As the expression of a particular interest, general 
literature sounds pretty ambivalent. For $80,000 
of tuition, general lit is guaranteed to provoke 
incredulity from those financing the project and 
the response “It doesn’t matter what you major in 
as an undergraduate, graduate school is where 
you concentrate on a specific course of study” 
from those with a less vested interest. These 
feelings actually created enough insecurity in 
GenLit majors one year to cause a petition to be 
circulated, requesting that the name be changed 
to Comparative Literature. As far as 1 know, 
nothing ever came of it; | suspect the powers that 
be decided that the very presence of the petition 
confirmed the suspicions that we were the Spe- 
cial Ed. of concentrated course study. 

The flip side of all of this is that you are free 
to indulge in the Romantic delusions that form 
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10. Heidegger 

9. Andrea Dworkin 

8. Dr. Johnson 

7. Luce Irigaray 

6. Julia Kristeva 

5. Nietzsche 

4. Stephen Greenblatt 
3. Derrida 

2. Lukdcs 

1. Foucault 


the undercurrent of this school without feeling 
guilty about why you are here. You never have to 
defend yourself because genlit is indefensible. 
Youare free from the shackles of juxtaposing your 
life against the thousands of years of indulgent 
Laputan thought that compels philosophy and 
religion majors to affirm themselves through a 
captive S.U. audience. Pretense, pedantry, and 
pomposity are yours without any fear of being 
wrong. 

The General Literature major allows for 
all the possibilities available in any of the other 
Lit‘n Lang departments with less (which isdamn 
little) of the background to accomplish it. Reed 
provides you essentially no training in literary 
criticism and general literature gives you the 
leeway to demonstrate this. Since you design the 
major you can essentially design the approach 
too. Of the eight words in my thesis title (Symbol- 
ism to Deconstruction: an Ethical Epistemology of 
Reading) I can only vaguely describe four. This is 
the perfect major to demonstrate what is true for 
all of the humanities at Reed — your thesis is the 
place to avenge yourself for the words you missed 
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10. Alice Walker 

9. Kathy Acker 

8. Thomas Pynchon 
7. John Milton 

6. Anne Sexton 

5. Jorge Luis Borges 
4. Lawrence Sterne 
3. Margery Kempe 
1. (tie) Zora Neale Hurston and Toni Morrison 


Greg Barnhisel wrote his thesis on Beckett and 
deconstruction. He is now looking for the deepest sewer 
in Paris in which to drown himself. Best of buck. 


on the SAT verbal. 

Getting down to the stainless steel of the 
matter, general literature is a discipline that 
allows the student to interpret anything as text 
without the parameters implicit in majorssuch as 
English, Spanish, Physics, etc. Unfortunately, 
there are no General Literature classes or profes- 
sors, which means that you are limited to spong- 
ing off the offerings of the official departments at 
Reed. However, youcan mix ‘n match as many of 
these as you want, from any literature depart- 
ment... as long as you can give a good reason for 
it. 

As such, the major requires that you sub- 
mita proposal giving an area of interest involving 
a “rationale” that is “intellectually coherent.” If 
you are then accepted into the GenLit major, you 
will eventually be expected to submit a thesis 
topic, ostensibly related to this earlier proposal. 
Of course, being that the thesis topic comes up a 
year later, you will have probably been emotion- 
ally traumatized at least once, had one or more 
significant drug experiences, and found out that 
the InterLibrary Loan system is a pain in the ass. 
Allofwhich forces you to reevaluate your state of 
mind when you wrote the proposal as a starry- 
eyed upperclassperson-to-be. If all has gone well 
though, the GenLitcommittee will have changed 
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and you will have found a potential thesis advi- 
sor who is interested in the similarities in the 
treatment of hemlines in Shakespeare, Gabriel 
Garcia Marquez and the Bible as novel. 

The Qual is a written and oral exam 
modeled after the thesis experience and is tai- 
lored according to your interest and the past 
courses listed on your proposal. If you don’t 
know what you're talking about or can’t cover 
for the fact —a skill perfected by the end of your 
thesis — don’t list it on your proposal. Being 
caught in this situation is a very humbling and 
from personal experience, I do not recommend 
it. The committee will create two questions 
based upon your proposal and give you an excru- 
ciatingly long time to write answers. The com- 
mittee will then reiterate the questions in anoral 
exam and ask you to justify why you think 
Shakespeare was a Beat poet. 

GenLit majors must complete the divi- 
sional requirements for Literature and Languages, 
as well as six to eight literature courses of which 
four must be in a “concentration.” You don’t 








have to worry too much about the concentration 
after your proposal has been accepted because 
the course offerings can change significantly in 
two years. Make the concentration general 
enough to allow the greatest latitude in potential 
thesis topics. Start with a general area of interest 
and narrow it into something specific and origi- 
nal enough to ensure that you cannot be covered 
by any one department. Although I can’t really 
remember, the “specific” 1 came up with was 
something like the treatment of memory and 
consciousness in the French and Russian novel of 
the Nineteenth Century. (1 don’t have a clear 
idea what my thesis was about but it sure wasn’t 
that.) With no specific course requirements for 
the major or the division, genlit provides the 
opportunity for you to select all of the courses you 
want to take and make a major out of them. 
When they allow you to become a senior as a 
consolation prize, you can then rework your 
thesis proposal into something feasible and per- 
sonally relevant. 


As the bastard spawn of the Division of 





Literature and Languages, General Literature 
subscribes to the guidelines and deadlines of the 
division, so you won't be making life any easier 
than it would be in an official department. 
However, since the GenLit committee changes 
periodically and the professors have their own 
departments to worry about, it is likely that 
nobody will know what is going on and nobody 
will want to take responsibility for you. If you are 
a transfer or have credit questions, thiscan make 
for hoursof papershuffling and tenuouscommit- 
ments on the part of those responsible for your 
academic career. 

Contrary to the opinion of the folks in the 
philosophy department, general literature is the 
best training you can get for the life awaiting 
most Reed graduates. I know this for a fact since 
my mother didn’t understand my thesis and 
thinks I should be a cop. 


René Morrissey has returned to the Frenchie 
homeland and drives a cab for fun. 





by Peter Hawkinson, 92 


At this school, more attention is 
given to embryonic bullfrogs than to 
500 years of German literary history. As 
a major, German is one of our less 
popular options; Reed probably hands 
out four or five German degrees in a 
good year. Despite its size, the depart- 
ment manages to accomodate a variety 
of interests in the German literature 
and language. 

Forstudents withsome priorstudy 
in German, a placement test is given at 
the start of each year. From this the 
department may recommend first, sec- 
ondor third year German. The first and 
second year courses are full-year, and 
offer a balance of grammar, reading, 
conversation, and some composition. 
The third year course can be taken as 
separate semesters, andemphasizes com- 
position and conversation skills with 
minimal grammatical review. One in- 
teresting feature of Reed’s foreign lan- 






3 Language Scholar, a visiting native 
© | speaker who liveson campus and assists 


The department strongly recom- 
© | mends (and may soon require) that 
* | students wishing to major in German 
| either spend at least a semester of study 
© | abroad or attend an intensive summer 

language program. Consult the Office 
5 of International Programs for informa- 
@ | tion on Reed’s academic exchange pro- 


German 


gramswith numerous Europeanuniversities. Even 
ignoring the tremendous amounts of fun in- 
volved, the improvement in reading and speak- 
ing proficiency that comes with these programs 
will make all the difference in the world during 
thesis time. Also, Germany is a great place to 
meet Germans — people who will let you crash 
in their apartments while helping you find a job 
over there after you graduate. 

Once your language skills are up to par, it’s 
time to go see Ottomar Rudolf, the department 
chair. Herr Rudolf will be happy to furnish you 
with a list of recommended reading. This list 
covers things you can expect tosee on the Junior 
Qualifying Exam, so the sooner you get started 
the better. You won’t regret spending part of your 
summer vacation catching up on material you 
might not see in your classes. It is not a coinci- 
dence that “qual” is a German word meaning 
agonizing torture. 

Literature courses in the department usu- 
ally fall into oneof three categories: genre, period 
or major figure. Genre courses examine changes 
ina literary form (the novel, drama, etc.) through 
the ages. Period courses take a somewhat more 
interdisciplinary approach, covering a whole 
range of work from a given time (and sometimes 
place). Often this will include related discussion 
of the state of philosophy, politics, or the natural 
sciences to give a broader picture of the intellec- 
tual climate of the times. Major figure courses 
explore a variety of primary and secondary texts 
to situate a particular author in a literary and 


historical context. 

The majority of literature courses are cross-listed 
as General Literature (LIT). Students taking the courses 
forGerman credit read in the original what the rest of the 
class reads in translation. In addition, an extra weekly 
conference is conducted in German. Since enrollment 
for German credit is often low, the German language 
conference may consist of the professor and only two or 
three students, an intense and challenging session. 

Students considering German as a major find 
themselves an intimate part of one of the smallest and 
most tightly-knit departments of the college. Depart- 
ment colloquia, held two or three times each semester, 
provide an opportunity for professors, students, andeven 
recent alumni to meet and socialize in an informal 
setting. These events are centered around the presenta- 
tion of papers prepared by professors or thesis seniors. 
Both the conversation and the refreshments are always 
excellent. 

The other hub of the Teutonic social experience 
at Reed is the German House. The Language Scholar 
and other interested students who live there host weekly 
activities such as film screenings and Kaffeeklatsch 
(German conversation and free coffee & food), as well 
as special events — most notably Oktoberfest, by far the 
best dorm party of the year. These events are anexcellent 
resource for students who want to maintain their speak- 
ing skills but can’t take classes in the department. 


After having written his thesis on Robert Musil, Peter 
Hawkinson went on to become a fixture in the swinging 
Portland Club scene. By day, Mr. Hawkinson is Junior G 
Man, grade 7, assigned to the Oregon division of the IRS. 


by Julien Devereux 


History: What’s it All About? 

History is, of course, the study of the 
human past through the investigation (Gk. 
Historia=investigation) of the texts, monu- 
ments, art, technology and anything else that 
remains from former times. Historians selec- 
tively study this residue of human activity and 
then attempt from this to reconstruct imagi- 
natively a vision of the people, institutions, 
societies and other such structures and pro- 
cesses that could have left behind such a mess. 
As you may have guessed from this 
definition, the ways in which one 
could go about attempting to recon- 
struct the past are many and varied. 
In fact, there are as many (or even 
more) ways to do History as there are 
historical problems to investigate, 
and it is an understanding of this, 
the reflexivity and inseparability of 
history and the writing of history 
(historiography) which the Reed 
History department tries to incul- 
cate in its students. 

History at Reed can be di- 
vided along several, not totally 


discrete, axes of methodological, 
geographical and chronological imed 


emphasis. A brief discussion of 
these should give you some idea 
of what to expect from the differ- 
ent classes as well as the depart- 
ment as a whole. Methodologi- 
cally, the department cleaves 
into three main divisions, social 
and cultural, political and dip- 
lomatic, and intellectual his- 
tory. As you may be able to 
guess, the first shares the most 
academic common ground 
with anthropology and sociol- 
ogy, the second with political 
science (at least of the traditional vari- 

ety, untainted by Marxism or critical theory), 
and the last with philosophy and literary criti- 
cism. Most professors at Reed, as well as most 
students, fall into the first camp, with social 
and cultural history courses being offered on 
Europe, America, Africa (at least this year), 
and China and Japan. If you opt for the second 
and third camps, you're stuck with Europe, 
which at Reed means France, England and 
Germany. These camps are by no means 
exclusive, and you are quite likely to encoun- 
ter what might technically be intellectual 
history in a social history class. It is just that 
the primary emphasis will be on social and 





cultural issues. 

This brings us to the geographical bound- 
aries. The history department requires that stu- 
dents take at least one course in European his- 
tory, one in American and one in anon-Western 
field. Non-Western usually means China or 
Japan, though the presence of visiting professors 
can bring courses in African history or perhaps 
something else. European history is almost ex- 
clusively French, English and German, and 
American history tends to focus on the spread of 
the English language onto the continent. In 

other words, you will find courseson Colo- 
nial New England, but won't find anything 
which even mentions the west coast until 
the twentieth century, even though Cali- 
fornia was colonized by Europeans far be- 
fore New England. Courses on China 
cover a very broad period, from Confucius 
to Mao and Deng, while those on Japan 
tend to start with the Meiji restoration. 


history department is convenient because 
it allows you to learn about a huge variety 
of periods while also fulfilling the depart- 
ments requirements of taking at least one 
class which covers the period before 1800 
and one after. 

These divisions are not as daunting as 
they mightat first appear because ofReed’s 
emphasis on historiography. At Reed 
you are expected not only to learn the 
bare facts of history, but to gain a critical 
appreciation of the ways in which histo- 
rians structure their arguments to inter- 
pret, and even construct, these facts. 
Thus, the expectation is thatifyou major 

in History at Reed, you will be able to 
critically assess the validity of an histori- 
cal work along historiographical criteria 
even if youhave butminimal knowledge 
of the period. This is, I think, the 
strongest aspect of history at Reed, as 
well as the most unique. If you don’t 
believe me, take a history class at an- 
other college. The emphasis on histori- 
ography means that you not only get a sense of a 
period, you also come to have an understanding 
of the way historical knowledge is created. 


— The broad chionologicalewathcutbythe 


The Order of Things 

Hum 110 will be your first introduction to 
History at Reed and it will be to your advantage 
to take it seriously. The attempt to understand 
the texts of Ancient Greece, Rome and the 
middle ages is largely a historical project, and 
Hum also introduces you to some of the giants of 
historiography, ancient and modem, including 
such luminaries as Herodotus, Thucydides, 


Tacitus, St. Augustine and Marc Bloch. Pay 
particular attention to the historical work, and if 
possible, I would suggest trying to get a History 
professor for your conference leader. This will 
not only introduce you to “history,” it will intro- 
duce you to a practicing historian in the depart- 
ment. I would also suggest taking in your fresh- 
man year Soc 101 orone of the other intro social 
science courses. This is not only a good idea 
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intellectually, it will start you on your merry way |(Q 


of completing your divisional requirements which 
many neglect until their junior and senior years. 
Trust me, you don’t want to take these classes 
when you are a senior. Doing a year of science at 
this point would also be prudent. 

Your sophomore year, I would recommend 
ahistory class (at leastone, butno more than two, 
a semester, as history classes require an insanely 
large amount of reading), perhaps a foreign lan- 
guage, Hum 210 or Hum 220 (required for the 
major), and Anthro 211. There have been many 
intriguing confrontations and collaborations be- 
tween anthropology and history, and, especially 
at Reed, the disciplines share a certain esprit de 
corps. Many history majors end upwith anthro as 
a de facto minor, and many (including, in all 
probability, myself) go into Anthropology in 
graduate school. No matter what, aknowledge of 
Anthropology will enrich your understanding of | 
social history, and the reverse is true as well. If; 
you feel ready, declare your major at the end of 
the year and you can go to the History barbecue 
and rub elbows with fellow historians. 

Your junior year, you will take a junior 
seminar and the junior qual, junior. If at all 
possible, take the junior seminar in your first 
semester. Otherwise your qual and your seminar 
paper will be due very close together, which 
could be stressful. The junior seminar requires a 
lotof reading, but the primary focus is the writing 


historical period as long as it addresses the pri- 
mary historiographical concerns of the class. 
The conversation in seminars often tends to be 
dull, even lethargic. I’m not sure why this is. 
Perhaps it is because people feel they are too busy 
with writing their papers to do the reading or 
there isa residual resentment between the differ- 
ent historical camps, but any way, it has got to 
stop. By the time you are a junior you should be 
able to discuss at length any historical text, and 
the more you understand the theme of the class, 
the easier the writing of your paper will come. 
The qual, though extremely difficult to fail, isnot 
easy. You are given a recent article, usually from 
the Journal of Modern History, and are expected 
to write a ten to twelve page paper critically 
assessing the argument of the article and then 
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Page 56 
attempting to assess the validity of its method- 
ology when applied to a completely different 
context that you know about. It is closed book 
and you have ten days to complete it. Spend a 
couple of days thinking about it, a couple ofdays 
outlining and writing, then ignore it for awhile 
and spend your time rewriting it and perfecting 
it for the last couple of days and you should have 
no trouble passing even though you will worry 
about it alot. 

When you become a senior, you will have 
fulfilled all of your requirements, or at least most 
of them, and you will be able to devote most of 
your time to your thesis and a few “light” classes. 
I would recommend that you pick a thesis topic 
about which you have already written, prefer- 
ably in your junior seminar paper. This has two 


advantages. First, you already have a reading list 
and preliminary formulations of your problems, 
and second, you know that you are interested in 
the subject. And there is no way that you have 
fully exhausted the research possibilities of a 
subject in a thirty page paper. History thesestend 
to be very long and require a lot of research. My 
informants in the Library claim that History 
majors check out more books than any other 
major. This doesn’t, of course, mean that they 
read them all. 


What's the Use of History? 

Graduating from Reed in History best pre- 
pares you for further schooling. A very high 
numberof Reed history graduates go on to gradu- 
ate work in History or the other social sciences, 


Humani 


By Blake Nebel, 92 


You are expected to hit the ground running 
in Humanities — if you spent much of yourhigh 
school career wondering when you were going 
to find something challenging, you have ar- 
rived. No one is going to explain things to you 
— you are finally going to have to build the big 
picture yourself and what people are going to 
argue with you about is why you put this brick 
here and that strut there. 

Readings are mostly from primary sources, 
which means the original works from which 
most of the ideas anywhere have evolved. Even 
the secondary sources, the critiques and analy- 
ses by more modern thinkers, tend to be seminal 


works in the field. 

The lectures in Humanities are also not 
generalized spoon-feeding. Understand, this is 
the core stuff — intellectually, you can’t dig 
much farther down. Because your professors have 
been reading these texts for years and because 
they do not believe you are grade-school imbe- 
ciles, there will be no lectures that condense the 
readings into a few simple platitudes. The lec- 
tures are often extended scholarly arguments, 
some of which are hard to follow. (This is also due 
to the fact that the professors at Reed are not 
trained to give lectures. They tend to read di- 
rectly from papers that they have written on the 
subject.) The assumption is that you can distill 
the big picture from the readings yourself. The 
lectures are intended instead to give you a feel for 


Seeing Well, Looking Good...Guaranteed 


REED Discount on Frames 


FREE Soft Contacts With Exam 


Discount Contact Solutions 


Up The Hill...Near Thriftway 


Woodstock Eye Clanie 





775 4550 


and the Reed department has a good reputation 
with the top schools in the country. The major 
would also prepare you well for law school, 
library work or even mainstream occupations 
like working for big corporations or politicians. 
Even if you end up working hosedown at a peep 
show your knowledge will allow you to produce 
a historically informed and critically deft assess- 
ment of your situation and the myriad trajecto- 
ries and contingencies which produced it, and 
that is probably reward enough in itself. 


Julien Devereux works hosedown at a peep show, 
watches TV to make himself feel smarter and plans 
to give it all up to go to graduate school. He has alove/ 
hate relationship with the French. 
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the thrust and parry of scholarly dialogue. You 
will have to tolerate and sift through rather 
than enjoy most of them because many profes- 
sors simply have no skill in oratory. But remem- 
ber that the stuttering fellow you heard lectur- 
ing an hour before can easily have the style of a 
razor in conference. 

The conferences are where the main action 
of Humanities happens. This is the marrow of 
Western thought and one of your few chances 
to discuss philosophy, art, religion, and history 
all at the same time. Conferences are designed 
to examine the arguments and ideas you have 
read in their smallest logical detail. Atthe same 
time, they are supposed to help you take those 
ideas and derive from them the theoretical 
superstructure of Western culture. These two 
things are very hard to accomplish without 
having the professor sit there for an hour and 
give you a monologue. 

This is where three things become impor- 
tant. One, you actually have to read and study 
your Hum readings. Most people after taking 
Hum laugh at this idea because no one really 
readsall of their Hum material. It’s too boring or 
they have better things to do or there is too 
much of it or they just don’t go for all this 
Western civilization indoctrination bullshit. 
Under these conditions, you have to find the 
time and what you can’t read, skim. The great- 
est horror at Reed is the dead air conference, 
where the prof asks a question and everyone just 
sits there. People start doodling things in their 
notebooks at this point and put concentrated 
expressions on, so the professor thinks that the 
question has provoked some deep thought and 
everyone's too busy writing it down to answer. 
In the meantime, the silence stretches on and 





on and on, until someone thinks of a trite 
counterquestion or the prof, realizing every- 
one has blown off the reading, moveson. Ifyou 
read the material, and take notes on it, and 
maybe even think about the ideas you find 
beforehand, you might just stumble across 
some nugget of wisdom at the tail end of one 
of those conference questions and spit out part 
of it onto the conference room table. 
Everyone else may look at that nugget like 
it is a dead mouse left by a passing cat, but if 
you're lucky, someone else will have done the 
reading and suddenly, amidst the dead air, will 
respond “I see your point, but what if...” Then 
the dialogue starts up and begins to rage. Now 
theme number two kicks in. Don’t cut anyone 
off. Don’t tell them they are full of shit. Most 
students have no skill in oratory either; the 
ones from the Debate Club can and do knock 
the wind out of everyone else. But if someone 
finds a logical flaw in your argument, the idea 
is not to get excessively defensive, like they 
found a flaw in your parentage or something. 
Instead, trace out the reasons for the flaw and 
sharpen your logicskills for the future,dammit. 
Be polite and be calm. Listening is the hardest 
skill to learn in conference, because you have 
to figure out a person’s interpretation and 
standpoint usually before they do — they're 
just commenting on what smells wrong to 


them and thinking it out as they go along. The 
intellectual glow of conference comes when the 
whole group is thinking as they go along and 
suddenly you all get there and then find that 
there’s another level above that and next thing 
you know you've divined the whole shape of the 
universe. It all works for the better when you 
pound the idea on the table and it teaches you 
something. 

The third thing about conferences you have 
to remember is that the conference is there for 
you. Just as not everyone is perfect, there are 
conferences you can work with and conferences 
where everyone is an idiot. The quality of confer- 
ences depends on people doing the reading and 
the professor catalyzing the people every so often 
withacommentorquestion. Sometimes, itdoesn’t 
work that way and your fellow students might as 
well be talking a foreign language and the profes- 
sor spends more time getting you lost than on 
track. If this is true, switch conferences. The 
people who run the Humanities program hate it 
when you do this, but it is your conference. If you 
getstuck in a breeding ground for dead air, you're 
going to start skipping class and complaining 
about how Hum is real boring, when you don’t 
even know the stuff you’re writing off. Many 
people who complain about the Wester civili- 
zation bias of the Hum course haven’t been 
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critical about it — i.e., they haven’t read, under- 
stood, and then found the bias and the holes 
within the material itself. Instead, they reject it 
on the face of it, from criteria that other people 
have set. If you do this and then try to make a 
point off from those criteria, the person who has 
been critical will leave you bleeding from a 
thousand analytical wounds. 

In assessing your conference, however, re- 
member thatonly some of your professors will try 
to summon up your interest in the material; most 
assume that you have the ability to find the 
interesting ideas in it, the intellectual zeal to like 
ideas in general, and the common sense to realize 
that they wouldn’t be giving you the text if the 
ideas weren’t there. My favorite example came in 
aphilosophy class many years ago. The professor, 
noted for both his arrogance and his exception- 
ally sharp mind, said in the middle of a long 
stretch of dead air, “Now, is the fact that you are 
all lost due to the author —who has been read for 
hundreds of years — being illogical and obscure 
and full of clumsy ideas?” 

A few nods from people in the room. 

“No,” the professor said. “You are lost be- 
cause you AREN’T TRYING HARD 
ENOUGH!” 

Everyone turned red because he was right. A 
conference is as much your responsibility as the 
next person's. Don’t pass on blame if you’re not 
keeping up your end. 

Before actually telling you about the courses, 
let’s touch on the core of the core of Humanities: 
papers. Some people wrote papers every week in 
high school and some never. The final proof of 
your ability to think is not the verbal expression, 
which is gone the second after you utter it, but 
the written record. Therefore, that record needs 
to be sharp, incisive, and utterly clear. Some 
people know how to do this, others not. As most 
of your final exams are essays, they expect you to 
pickup the skill fast. Instead ofhavingaBonehead 
English Composition class like most big univer- 
sities, there is Humanities. 

This is where they really expect you to hit the 
ground running, teaching you to write papers in 
thesame way they teach languages—the immer- 
sion method. You write four papers a semester in 
Hum and your professor scrutinizes each one, 
mostly for the quality of expression and not the 
quantity. The paper conferences your professor 
gives you are where you and s/he decide academi- 
cally how good you are and how much better you 
can get. Take what you want from these confer- 
ences, but if you ignore the comments your prof| 
gives you and blow him or her off, you're going to 
find a year or two down the road that your 
incomprehensible writing style will sink you, no 
matter how much research and thinking you do. 

Right, now the actual four classes that make 


up Humanities. 
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Humanities 110 
Reed College’s own boot camp. Six hours 
out of every week you are suddenly going to find 
ourself walking ina land oflonicand Corinthian 
columns, surrounded by famous dead people. 
Hum 110 may be the hardest of the four courses 
because the authors are so distant from modern 
concerns and because their wandering literary 
styles make for really slow reading. 
But pay attention to names like Homer, 
Herodotus, Thucydides, Plato, and all the play- 
ights. Each one did something so revolution- 
ary that everyone who followed them merely 
played out their ideas and particularly theirmeth- 
ods. If you look carefully, you will see the roots of 
science, the empirical method, journalism, ana- 
lytical history, and laws. When you get to Rome 
and the Middle Ages, you'll find that as civiliza- 
ion collapsed, those original methods got 
stretched and twisted into something that begins 
© look like the moder world. And if you get 
bored with that, you can always add in some spice 
by suddenly discovering feminist doctrine in the 
Republic or making a case for Agammemnon 
being the first totalitarian theorist. And if you 
ver wanted to learn how to shoot down a Chris- 
ian with quotes from Scripture, now's the chance. 


Humanities 210 


Probably the least attended of the Humani- 
ies courses, but it may have some of the most 


Ke 
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interesting dynamics of all four, since it covers 
the return of classical thought and how it was 
interpreted — or misinterpreted — to critique 
the religious worlds of the fifteenth through the 
seventeenth centuries, rightup to the Enlighten- 
ment. This class is about the roots of Renaissance 
civilization (our own) and because you now 
known exactly what the original authors said, 
you can see the beginning of Western beliefs, 
conflicts, and biases. Michaelangelo, Calvin, 
Galileo, Bacon, Descartes, Loyola, Erasmus — 
you get to meet all the people who got confused 
enough by God and logic to be geniuses. 
Thisclass relies heavily on secondary sources, 
but the conferences tend to be very small and the 
profs very excited about their subjects. It makes 
for an interesting spectrum, because you are in 
the zone between the mythic charm of the an- 
cient world and the gritty fun of the modem one. 


Humanities 220 

This class picks you up at the end of the 
Enlightenment, when Reason was still king, and 
takes you through Romanticism when emotion 
gotits revenge, then introduces you to the uneasy 
truce of the modern world, where fire and ice 
produce the Great Angst. Locke, Woolf, Byron, 
Freud, Nietzsche, Beethoven, Conrad, Mozart, 
and of course Hegel, Reed’s favorite metaphysi- 
cian, make their respective appearances. (You 
can't graduate without fulfilling the Group E 
requirement — reading Hegel.) 
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is is a hot class theoretical basis for 
most modern dilemmasgetscovered here. You'll 
find out why objective reality fell apart and the 
true depths of imperialist thought. Ed Segel’s 
famous Beethoven lecture is not to be missed. 
The readings are mostly primary and the profes- 
sors all seem enthusiastic, except for the ones in 
the back row of the Chapel who always fall 
asleep in lecture. Here's the place to make 
poignant commentaries on the modern condi- 
tion and actually be backed up by the day’s 
reading. 


Humanities 411: Senior Symposium 

Back in Athens, asymposium wasa drinking 
party, where everyone sat around and argued 
philosophy as they got more and more trashed. 
Reed’s version skips the alcohol part and only 
allows seniors and professors to attend, but the 
class format — an informal discussion once a 
week at a Symposium member’s house off-cam- 
pus, each time on a different modern text — 
makes for the pinnacle of the Reed conference 
experience. Guards are down, snacks are pro- 
vided, and there are no exams and no papers 
involved. It’s all discussion and ideas. A lot 
depends on who is in your discussion group, but 
even the really bad ones are supposed to be 
unforgettable. 


Blake Nebel graduated in Humanities, and cur- 
rently spends a lot of time chuckling to himself. 


by Adi Hastings, ‘93 

Linguistics isan academic discipline which 
I believe many people are rarely exposed to 
before (and even during) college. The usual 
response to the statement that I am a Linguis- 
tics major has usually been something along the 
lines of: “Oh, so how many languages do you 
know?” The unfortunate innocent would in- 
stantly realize their error and try to appear 
interested as I launched into a lengthy and 
long-winded excursus on the differences be- 
tween studying languages and studying the 
phenomenon of language itself. 

Thistime, I'll try to keepitbrief. Language 
is all around us; it exists in everything we do. It 
structures our lives, our interactions, our histo- 
ries. Yet unlike theoretical abstractions popu- 
lar in the social sciences such as “culture” and 
“society,” language isan empirical, 
physical entity; you can hear it, 
record it, play it back, and write it 
down. Linguistics is the study of 
language. This includes the study 
of language in all of its many 
manifestations, from the way lan- 
guages are structured and structure 
interaction, to the way people ac- 
quire language, to cultural catego- 
ries of meaning, to poetics (both Western and 
non-Western), and everything in between. 
Linguistics covers topics as diverse as sentence 
and word structure, semiotic aspects of lan- 
guage and conversation, urban slang, textual 
analysis, ritual speech, translation theory, pho- 
nology, and language ideology. In fact, there 
are linguistic aspects to just about every field of 
study in the humanities and social sciences. 
Wherever you confront the enigmatic face of 
language, you are dealing with questions of 
linguistics. Reed’s own Linguistics program 


reflects this holistic perspective. Rather than _ 


embedding themselves in a single department, 
Reed Linguistics majors are continually en- 
couraged to explore alternative perspectives 
and methods of analysis. 

Although, as its own “department,” the 
program isonly several years old, Linguistics has 
long been a regular member of the Reed cur- 
riculum. As with most American institutions, 
linguistics at Reed has traditionally been classi- 
fied in conjunction with anthropology, and up 
until the 1989/1990 school year, students writ- 
ing Linguistics theses were expected to fulfill 
the Anthropology department’s major require- 
ments. Now, however, Linguistics is techni- 
cally an established interdisciplinary program, 
with its own major requirements and its own 
Junior Qual. However, unlike other inter- 
disciplinary programs offered at Reed, Linguis- 
tics has its own body of courses, some of which 
are no longer cross-listed as Anthropology 


courses, 

The Linguistics program began with David 
French of the Anthropology and Sociology de- 
partments (professor emeritus since 1988), who 
was solely responsible for Reed's linguistic offer- 
ings from 1947 to 1986. The addition of John 
Haviland in 1986 and Robert Brightman in 
1988, however, has allowed the program to ex- 
pand the variety of Linguistics course offerings 
from the long-standing nuts-and-bolts General 
Linguistics (Anthro/Ling 31 1) and the free-form 
Advanced Linguistics (Anthro/Ling 312) to in- 
clude a variety of topics such as sociolinguistics, 
pragmatics, semantics, historical linguistics, syn- 
tax, language typology, and indigenous languages 
of the Americas—particularly, the Mayan and 
Algonquian language families, Haviland’s and 
Brightman’s respective spe- 


Linguls 


cialties. 

Inrecentyears, faculty in related disciplines 
have begun to offer linguistics-oriented courses, 
as well. Ed Gerow of the Religion Department, 
a specialist in Sanskrit and Indo-European stud- 
ies, teaches first- and second-year Sanskrit, and 
Enriqueta Canseco-Gonzalez of the Psychology 
Department offers courses in psycholinguistics. 
This year, there will be a course offered on 
second-language acquisition. Additional courses 
are taught from time to time by professors in 
other departments, as well as by visiting profes- 
sors. 

The Linguistics program tends to be small 
and rather informal, although the number of 
students writing Linguistics theses is growing. 
When I declared my major, there had only been 
two Linguistics graduates. By this time (Summer 
‘93), there have been ten Linguistics graduates 


since the program’s inception, and there are ® 
about that many students currently in the pro- 0 
gram. - 
The basic requirements are laid out fairly 
explicitly in the course catalog, sol won't go into 
a detailed explanation of those here. I would like 
to simply say a few general remarks, gathered 
from my own experiences, about the Linguistics) 1. 
program and being a major. o 
Any prospective Linguistics major needs tol 
begin with Linguistics 311 (General Linguis- 


tics). While you can take Linguistics 311 in your ad 
first year, it’s just as easy (and perhaps better] w 
advised) to pick it up during the first semester of| ap 
your sophomore year (along with, perhaps, An-| € 
thropology 211). The course is essentially de- 0. 
signed as a quick tour through most of the basic o 
areas of enquiry in 
the field of linguis-| 9 
tics, and intended| ™ 
w to give you the ba- = 
sic instruments to 
pursue further a 
reading on a more 3 


Due in part to the! * 
vast scope of the sub-| @ 
ject covered, both the pace and the workload in 0 
this class can get a little hectic. Since many = 
students tend to take it in order fulfil group 
distribution requirements, the class usually be- 
gins quite crowded. Do not let this deter you; by 
the middle of the semester, some of those people 
have (um...) dropped it. Nonetheless, persever- 
ingcan transform this class into a doorway which 
leads to (in my humble opinion) one of the more 
enlightening experiences available at Reed. 
The upper-division Linguistics classes are 
smaller and slightly more narrow in scope. Un- 
like the other social sciences at Reed, there is a 
large emphasis in the Linguistics department on 
practical “field” experience. A substantial num- 
ber of the upper division Linguistics classes often 
involve some sort of field or simulated field 
experience. Whether it’s recording conversa- 
tions for a paper in Language and Society on 
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social aspects of language use at Reed, or elicit- 
ing grammatical data from an informant in 
Linguistics Field Methods (when I took it, we 
had a Mixtec informant), the classes often con- 
front you with the opportunity to collect and 
analyze raw linguistic data. (John Haviland also 
takes students to the field with him when he goes 
down to southeastern Mexico during the sum- 
mer.) 

The topics offered in upper-division classes 
vary quite a bit from yeartoyear. You can usually 
expect basic entrées such as Syntax and some 
sort of language and society and/or culture class. 
Other than that, yearly offerings depend a great 
deal on professor interests and student demand. 
While this does mean that the selection of 
linguistics topics offered each year can run rather 
narrowly, it also means that by the time you 
finally begin your thesis, you’ve had an opportu- 
nity to be exposed to and become somewhat 
familiar with the basics of many facets of the 

@ | discipline. One recommendation: if you have 
©) an opportunity to take Languages of the Ameri- 
= cas (Ling 348), do so. I found this course (we 
== | studied the Algonquian language family when I 
3 | took it) to be one of the most illuminating and 
O | absorbing classes (Linguistics or otherwise) I 
ever took at Reed. 

In addition to the required Linguistics 
classes, a Linguistics major is required to take 
four courses in an “allied discipline.” When 
@ | Selecting an allied discipline, keep in mind that 


of the Linguistics graduates to date have had as 
theirallied discipline either Anthropology, Clas- 
sics, or Philosophy, just about any other major 
subject offered at Reed would work. Some de- 
partments tend to be distrustful of Linguistics, 
butthat doesn’t mean youshouldn’ttry. Asother 
suitable allied fields, Psychology, any department 
in Lit & Lang, and Math immediately come to 
mind. A case could probably even be made for a 
seemingly unrelated major, such as Physics. 

Linguistics majors are also required to take 
two yearsof one foreign language, and one yearof 
another. Speaking from personal experience, it 
makes things more interesting when you can 
have access to either primary texts/data or sec- 
ondary literature in a foreign language. I took 
Chinese, Sanskrit, and French. Reed also offers 
Spanish, German, Russian, Greek, and Latin. 

At the end of your Junior year, you receive 
the dubious honor of being allowed to take the 
Linguistics Junior Qual. This was perhaps the 
most agonizing experience of my entire college 
career (thesis included). Basically, you are given 
a corpus of completely unannotated text in an 
anonymous language (1 had to take on Yana, an 
extinct American Indian language whichused to 
be spoken in Central Northern California), with 
a free English translation. Your task is to write as 
much as you can about the language and the text 
in the time prescribed (1 had a week). As an 
added bonus, you are also required as part of the 
Qual to write a thesis proposal before the end of 
your Junior year. Although I have never known 
anyone to fail the Qual, and its overall impor- 
tance is debatable, it is certainly no joke. 

The Linguistics thesis experience nicely 


encapsulates the nature of the program. Re- 
flecting the emphasis on practical field experi- 
ence, your thesis will almost always involve 
some corpus of “empirical data.” This data can 
assume many different forms, but it’s definitely 
something you should be thinking about as you 
approach yourthesis. YourSenior year may also 
reflect the small size and rather informal nature 
of the program: the year I wrote my thesis, the 
two other Linguistics Seniors and | had joint 
thesis meetings with our advisor for a good part 
of the year, affording sometimes much needed 
feedback and support. We all knew the details 
of each others’ theses fairly intimately. As faras 
thesis topics go, as long as it relates in some way 
to language or linguistics and you can support it 
with a body of empirical data and some sort of 
interesting approach, pretty much anything 


While the program remains small and 
rather informal, forasmall undergraduate insti- 
tution, Reed offers a top-notch education in 
linguistics. Majoring in Linguistics at Reed 
affords a strong foundation in the language 
sciences, from which you may move out and 
explore more specialized study; there are few 
other four-year colleges where you could do 
better. Also, if you're thinking about graduate 
school, your chances of getting into an excel- 
lent program are very good: six of Reed’s ten 
Linguistics graduates have gone on to graduate 
degree programs in linguistics, anthropology, 
and philosophy. 


Adi Hastings was last seen heading East, 
towards the Windy City. 


by Celeste Ramsay, 93 


The pervading myth about math majors at 
Reed is that we are all cloak-wearing, dagger- 
carrying, gamers and Star Trek fans who spend 
most of our time in front of computers or juggling 
on the front lawn. Although there have beensome 
mathematicians here who fit that description, 
they have all graduated, and the people on campus 
who you may see wearing cloaks 


and watching Star Trek 


are rarely math majors. 
The average math ma- 
jor does not spend any 
more time in front ofa 
computerthan theav- 
with them is much cooler. We are no different 
from anyone ele at Reed, except that we have 
discovered the sublime beauty of mathematics 
thatishidden beneath thecabalisticsymbolsof the 
text. We reclaim the epithet “geek” in order to 
subvert the dominant stereotype. (Most of us can 
juggle, though.) 

The pervading myth about mathematics at 
Reed is that itis always very abstract and can rarely 
be applied to physical reality. This has more truth 
to it than the other myth, and this is what makes 
the Reed Math Experience unique and interest- 
ing. The math faculty are not concemed with 
training students how to do problems, but with 
why we can do them. Math is built up from the 
fundamental axioms and each step is proved as 
rigorously as possible. This program is seeing some 
changes (as all things at Reed eventually do) but 
it is hoped that the experience as a whole will not 
be significantly altered. I would like here toexplain 
as best] can these changes and the effects they may 
have on the math students of the future, be they 


majors or non-majors. 


The Boring Stuff 

Under the old system, students entering 
with at least one year of calculus would take 200, 
and those without would take 110. In Math 110 
the first order of business was the infamous “con- 
struction of the real numbers,” whose aim was to 
build up the number system that we normally take 
for granted and give students a good grasp on the 
structure of a proof, Next was the introduction of 
complex numbers and the calculus, and the con- 
tinuation course, Math 210, covered infinite se- 
ries, integration, and concluded with multi-vari- 
able calculus. The 200 track started with infinite 
series and complex numbers which served as a 
parallel to the construction of the realsin teaching 
the artofa good proof. The 200 track then covered 
in three semesters what the 110 track covered in 
four. 

This system had been in place for as long as 








most people can remember, and though it had its 
problems, it was tradition and traditions are hard to 
giveup. Several factions had become more and more 
unhappy with this system in the past few years, and 
it was finally decided that a change needed to occur. 
The most controversial issue was the construction of 
the real numbers: some faculty did not like teaching 
it, many non-math majors deemed it unnecessary, 
and science majors wanted to have calculus in the 
first semester. So the construction of the reals was 

dropped from the syllabus and 


hemati 


the schedule for 

the first twoyears wassignificantly altered. Itishoped 
that the new system offers the flexibility that was 
lacking and that it will be more accommodating to 
non-math/science majors. 

The new system still maintains the two-track 
system for the first year, butoffers more options. First- 
year students without a calculus background are to 
take a course titled Calculus I (Math 111); a bland 
title reminiscent of high school, but] guarantee that 
this course will unlike anything you might have 
taken before. This course will be roughly equivalent 
to the second semester of Math 1 10, and as with the 
old course, the approach to the subject will vary 
considerably dependingon the professor. The course 
will range from the intensely theoretical to a “lean 
and lively calculus,” a new problem-oriented pro- 
gram. At the time this was written few of the profs 
were exactly sure what text they were going to use 
and what the syllabus would include, but it is my 
impression that they plannedon teaching the calcu- 
lus the same way they had under the old system. 
Those students entering with astrong calculus back- 
ground will have two options in the first semester: 
Introduction to Computing (Math 121) and Intro- 
duction to Probability and Statistics (Math 141). 
Math 121 has no prerequisites and will be approach- 
able forstudentswith little experience with comput- 
ets as well as challenging to those with more. (This 
is the plan anyway, since it is a brand new course 
there is no guarantee how well it will work.) This 
course will cover basic data structures and ‘algo- 
rithms, computability as well as the theory of high- 
level languages. Math 141 isthesameastheold Intro 
to Stats class which appealed mainly to psychology, 
sociology and biology majors. Under the new struc- 
ture it is hoped that more prospective math majors 
will be taking the course and thus the class will 
become a bit more rigorous. 

The second semester of the first year offers 
Calculus]] (Math 112), Discrete Mathematics (Math 
132), and Statistical Modeling and Data Analysis 
(Math 242). Calculus II will cover vector and multi- 
variable calaulusand is intended asa continuation of 


Math 111 and is recommended for students who 
tested out of Calculus I and took one of the other 
courses first semester. Math 132, a course in permu- 
tations and combinatorics, is a fun problem-based 
class for students who want to take math but don’t 


feel they need the more technical calculus course. 
Math 242 is a continuation of Math 141. 

For the second year of the program there is 
only one course, Introduction to Analysis (Math 
210). This is a very open-ended course, the syllabus 
isalmostentirely uptothe instructor. The course will 

definitely coverintegration, 
limits, series and sequences 
and might include topics 
like differential geometry, 
complex analysisand per- 
haps even the construc- 
tion of the real num- 
bers. This course will al- 


low contact between the two tracks of students, 
something that was previously missing. Most of the 
faculty felt that it would provide a more well- 
rounded experience if all the students were inte- 
grated before the junior year. The upper division 
courses have not changed at all. 


From Geekdom to Godhead in Four Years 

The Math Department is pretty loose in its 
requirements. Most math majors find the time to 
take many coursesoutsideof thedepartmentandstill 
fit in all the required courses. The new schedule for 
the freshman and sophomore yearsshould notchange 
this. If, by the first semester of sophomore year you 
have seen the light and decide that math is the thing 
for you, you may want to take linear algebra concur- 
rently with Math210. Thiscourse isa prerequisite for 


is Physics 100. The two departments try to schedule 
the first two years so that there are no conflicts 
between the courses, and there will be a bot of 
parallels between the courses. Forsome math majors 
the beauty of math is in how it applies to the real 
world; for these the physics requirement is to be 
enjoyed. For those who think that the best math is 
math that cannot be easily applied to anything that 
exists in our dimension and universe, physics is to be 
endured. 

The upper division courses that are required 
of all are Linear Algebra, Abstract Algebra and 
Advanced Calculus. Linear covers matrices, systems 
of equations and vector spaces. Abstract covers ring 
and group theory and A Calc is pretty muchup to the 
instructor but usually covers continuity and conver- 
gence in metric spaces and sometimes basic topol- 
ogy. It is during A Cale and Abstract that the math 
major usually comes out of the closet as either an 
analysis geek or as an algebraist. After finding their 
specific interest they will usually take further courses 
in that area, or if they don’t like either they find 
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courses like Geometry, Combinatorics, P 
ity, or Number Theory. Many students also pursue 
their interests in independentstudy; just talk to any 
math prof about who in the department would 
most likely know something about it. For those 
with an interest in computer science (as there isno 
CS department at Reed, all the computer classes 
are in the Math Department) there are upper 
division courses like Data Structures and Algo- 
rithms and Numerical Analysis. Many of these 
courses are only offered every other year, so as a 
sophomore it is pretty important to look over the 
catalog and take note of which ones you might 
want to take and the prerequisites for those classes. 
Besides the three required upperdivision classes the 
math major must take four others of their choice, 
and (of course) the Thesis. 

Many people have asked me the question: 
“What do you write in a math thesis.” I usually 
reply, “I haven't the faintest, I haven’twritten mine 
yet.” Math theses are always the smallest (in final 
printed length) out of all the departments. They 
average about 35 pages. But this by no means 
implies less work goes into them. It could take 
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Mus 1 


by Jeffrey Bouman 


Deep in the heart of most Reedies beats 
the unanswered drum-signals of an artist. It’sno 
secret that English majors yearn to be novelists 
and poets; that Art History majors would be 
painters and sculptors. But it goes way beyond 
that. I know historians who pine for the director's 
chair, or envision tall Marshall stacks reverber- 
ating their electric guitar solos throughout the 
nation’s hockey arenas, Math majors whodream 
of opera companies and recitals at Carnegie 
Hall. There are doodlers and there are dancers, 
there are always comedians, and above all, ac- 
tors. Artistic demands can be placated, through 
such Reed institutions as bathroom grafitti, pho- 
tography (a nation-wide haven for the pseudo- 
artist), Reed Bands, Gorilla Theater of the Ab- 
surd, and various fly-by-night creative maga- 
zines. Of course, there is also the inevitable 
bullshit justification that solving physics prob- 
lemsand funelling factscalls for “creativity,” and 
are some kind of art form in themselves. When 
it comes to a choice of academic majors, how- 
ever, most Reedies subject themselves to a four- 
year agenda highlighted by page-turning, paper 
deadlines — and in the sight of a music major (a 
sense that is of secondary importance), pure 
hellfire. 

If one does decide to major in music at 
&» | Reed, it is not without some hesitation. Most 
young people cannot accept the dichotomy of 
popular music and serious music, but the Reed 


eeks of strenuous brain activity and 20 pages o 
scribbling in pencil to prove something thatwill take 
up just five or six lines of text. It might take a whole. 
semester to coax Mathematica into printing out the 
pictures you need. So don't ever harsh on our thesis 
size. 


On Beinga Woman in the Reed Math Department 

This is a topic that has two problems: the 
number of female faculty members (none) and the 
numberoffemale students (roughly one inthesenior 
class). The faculty question had been addressed. 
Reed has tried to hire women for the two positions 
that have been filled since I came here, but we were 
turned down for colleges that could offer more 
money and more research opportunities. There are 
so few female Ph.Ds in math and they are in such 
demand that Reed is losing out. All we can do is give 
the department credit for effort. 

As for the student problem... I really don't 
know why there are so few this year. In the past two 
yearsalmosta third of the seniorshave been women, 
but this year there is one math/physics senior and 
myself (and I will be on leave first semester). I have 


C 


Music Department is quite clear on this matter. 
Majoring in music means studying serious music, 
whether it be through musicology, theoretical 
analysis, or composition. I’m sorry to inform the 
kids that serious music does not include Pink 
Floyd, Nirvana, The Residents, Public Enemy, 
Frank Zappa, or Phranc with a “P-H” and a hard 
"C" who's glad she’s a girl. The revered work of 
such musicians is the artistic equivalent of a 
child’s fingerpainting or the sunday comics. At 
Reed, you study the masters, the immortal west- 
ern giants of melody, harmony, timbre, form, 
texture, and the beauty and symmetry of sound; 
you do not stoop to consider the twangy ragas of 
India, or primordial jungle chants. This is the real 
shit, and they do not fuck around. 

When confronting the awesome debt owed 
to these few geniuses of Western art, music 
students at Reed fall into two categories. Those 
who concentrate on music history, theory, or 
musicology are usually skilled instrumentalists 
and singers who have no legitimate niche in the 
Reed program, because it does not allow for an 
applied music thesis. A vicious rumor exists that 
these students are just plain wannabes, a rumor 
that was undoubtedly unleashed by those of us 
who fall into the second category, the composi- 
tion majors. If you have what it takes, maybe you 
can be one of us — the few, the proud, the 
shirkers of second-hand sources and depressing 
evenings at thesis desk and Macintosh. 

Still, all music majors follow basically the 
same path on the way to their thesis, and find 


never found any obvious reasons for the lack. [have 
never felt discriminated against, norhavel heard of 
anyone who has, nor have I heard of any women 
being advised against choosing math as a major. I 
have done my best to try and convince women in 
their freshman and sophomore year to choose 
math, so hopefully this year will just be a fluke. 
There is a group for women in math and science 
that meets about once a month, and I have found 
it very helpful to attend the meetings. One nice 
thingaboutbeingawoman studyingmath isthe job 
opportunities are better. Schools, institutes and 
corporations are willing to pay women mote justso 
their demographics look better. So take advantage 
of the situation while you can. 


Why be a Math Major? 

Believe it or not, because it’s fun, and be- 
cause it gives us an excuse to hog the DEC stations 
in the IRCs so we can play NetTrek. | think that it 
is at the moment that one sees what the professor 
means by “an elegant proof” that a mathematician 
is born. I only wish everyone had the patience and 
determination to reach that state. 


their way with the help of only two professors. 
David Schiff teaches the bulk of theory and 
analysis classes, and is also the number one 
reason to study composition at this particular 
liberal arts college. Leila Falk handles the less 
technical side of the program, which includes 
required courses in Rennaissance and/or medi- 
eval music. Her knowledge in these areas is 
unquestionably vast, and accessible to the hand- 
ful of musicians who share her fascination with 
the embryonic stages of Western music. She’s 
also one hell of a nice person. And, for a taste of 
what awaits an aspiring major, these days Vir- 
ginia Hancock teaches Music Fundamentals 
and First-Year Theory. I hear she drives the 
freshman tubes like sled dogs with her exercises 
and ear-training. Good for her. Theory I is 
mostly J.S. Bach, followed by Schiff's Theory II 
which is mostly (guess who) J.S. Bach, but also 
Franz Josef Haydn, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, 
and Ludwig van Beethoven. Third Year Theory, 
the rough stuff, has been divided into two parts: 
The Second Viennese School (Schoenberg, 
Webern) and Schiffs Debussy, Stravinsky, 
Bartok class. It is at this point that you realize 
David Schiff can read an entire score for orches- 
tra at one time and hear it all in his head, and 
your ego becomes humbled almost to the point 
of invisibility. Fortunately, Schiffdoes recognize 
jazz music as serious, and teaches a refreshing 
class (for anyone) on America’s finest art-form 
and musicians. He can lecture without notes for 
hours, although he tries to encourage discussion, 


and assigns a lot of great listening. Enjoyable 
homework, imagine that! 

If you want to know more about the 
music program itself, you can consult the cata- 
logue or drop in on David or Leila with your 
questions. I figure it’s my role to inform those 
who are considering a major in music on what 
they can expect in relation to the rest of Reed 
College. First of all, you should expect to be 
alienated as an intellectual. After Hum 110, 
people tend to assume that your ideas hold 
little water without a stockpile of recently- 
digested boring books to back them up. When 
I was a sophomore, some jerk called me a 
monomath, hoping | would prove his point by 
asking him what a monomath is. | took the 
bait, but hell, the bookworm was probably just 
envious. Unfortunately, you cannot expect to 
be respected as a musician, either. In the same 
way you cannot be a heavy intellectual because 
you're a musician, you can’t be a heavy musi- 
cian because you're here atReed College. People 
generally assume that if you were really any 
good, you would be at a real music school. The 
most you can do is try to expose your music to 
your peers, as I have done, and allow the music 
to do the talking for you. 


You might think you can reach a compro- 
mise somehow, by discussing the philosophy of 
music, or detailing the reasons why assorted 
beloved bands actually suck the big one. Unfor- 
tunately, this is almost a guaranteed method of 
aquiring enormous amounts of resentment. Al- 
though the average person knows next to noth- 
ing about music, they always “know what they 
like,” and will never regard your opinions as 
worth more than anyone else's. If you're a biology 
major, few would question your feelings on the 
reproductive system of slime-molds, but try in- 
sulting the Red Hot Chili Peppers as a music 
major and you are automatically a close-minded 
snob. It is possible (1 have done this) to use your 
knowledge to write a Gender Psychology paper 
on masculine music, a feasible compromise. Fi- 
nally, one beautiful part of studying music is an 
escape from the suffocating political agendas 
which dominate most other fields of study. If you 
don’t want to deal in this regard, the Division of 
the Arts is the place to be (avoid English). 

] suppose the best thing I cam do for those 
who actually have the talent to consider major- 
ing in music is to provide a list of questions. If you 
find yourself intrigued, and seek the answers, 
then you're ready to declare: 


housemates. I guarantee it. 
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1. What is a Neopolitan chord? (Hint: it has 
nothing to do with ice cream.) 
2. What did Claude Achille Debussy eat for 


breakfast? (Probably a. 
Croissants, what else do those Frenchies 
eat for breakfast?) ” 


3. Why are all the Great Composers short, 0 
white males? 

4. What is the highest note that an oboe can % 
play? 

5. Does Beethoven really live in the rings o 
Satur for all eternity? 

6. Do the Italians really write better Opera 
than those Frenchies? 

7. How does one modulate from C Sharp c 
Major to E Minor while maintaining a 
true fugue? 

8. What, exactly, is “creamy” voice leading? ® 

9. What does David Schiff know about life, 
the universe and everything? 

10. Who in their right mind would actually 


choose to major in music at Reed College? = 


on the dial. 
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by Shane Davis, '94 


Reed's philosophy program aims at culti- 
vating 
clarity 
and rigor 
of thought 
through 
exposure to 
the endur- 
ing ques- tions of phi- 
losophy and various attempts to answer them. 
To thisend the four introductory courses for the 
major cover the four traditional branches of 
philosophy: logic, metaphysics, epistemology, 
and ethics, descriptions of which appear in the 
catalog. Taking logic early on is a good idea; it 
is foundational for philosophy and much philo- 
sophical writing presupposes familiarity with it. 
These four courses correspond to four of the five 
sections of the junior qualifying examination in 
philosophy; the fifth section is “argument analy- 
sis,” in which the student is given several pieces 
of philosophical prose and asked to extract, 
represent, and evaluate the argument. Anyone 
who cannot do this will be pretty helpless in 
philosophy. 

The junior-level courses are modern and 
ancient philosophy and the junior seminar. In 
the latter each junior presents a paper to his 
peers and defends it. The seminar topic varies 
from year to year; this year I believe it is a priori 
knowledge. The other two courses involve 
intensive study of the ideas of major modern 
philosophers (Descartes [day-CART], Locke, 
Berkeley [BAR-clee], Hume) and major ancient 
philosophers (Plato, Aristotle). Again, see the 
catalog for details. 

Your philosophy courses will include read- 
ing and discussion of stacks of papers by profes- 
sional academic philosophers great and small. 
Arguments, pictures of brain transplants and 
truck-dabbits will be scrawled on the board. The 
student's philosophical interests willeither wane 
to the point of complete disenchantment (in 
which case he will change majors, drop out to 
‘ follow the Dead, or some such) or begin to 
op] crystallize around some of the issues encoun- 
"G | tered in these classes. The latter course will lead 
© | to a good thesis experience. A wide latitude 

> | exists for thesis students in philosophy, which is 
© | good—the thesis will be a labor of love only if 


© | one exercises careful judgement in selecting a 


2| Its rewards are rich, but earned only with a great 
© | deal of effort and discipline. Philosophy does 
(not flow into the head through note-taking and 
= | teading; it is not a body of knowledge but a 
| practice. One of the philosophy student's great- 


philosophy 


est challenges is to develop an ability for sincere 
andenergeticself-criticism: the more unexamined 
opinions and prejudices which make it into your 
papers or classroom discussions, the more of a 
thorn you 
will be- 
come to 
the phi- 
losophy 
faculty. 
(Inci- 
dentally, these are a wise and affable lot whose 
thoughts on majoring in philosophy will be far 
more instructive than mine; the prospective ma- 
jor should seek them out.) For my part, I’m glad 
to be a Reed philosophy major; my love for the 
philosophy department far outshines whatever 
dim affection I felt for the mini-mart in which I 
wasemployed before heading for this fine institu- 
tion. And though I may well end up back at the 
mini-mart bucking for manager after completing 
my degree, I think I'll still be glad to have studied 
philosophy, because it’s what I love the most. If 
you can imagine yourself feeling this way, then 


ad 








philosophy may be your bag. (Of course, Reed 
graduates of any stripe had better be prepared to 
pump Slurpees.) 

If there is a litmus test at all, the sign for 
success and enjoyment in philosophy may just 
be a desire to climb when confronted with 
something over one’s head. Please don’t major 
in philosophy because itsounds cool. And by all 
means talk to the faculty before committing 
yourself to something which turns out to be not 
atallwhatyouexpected. (Remember: Nietzsche 
is the subject of a literature course at Reed.) | 
definitely wouldn’t recommend philosophy as a 
“default major” to anyone whose interest in the 
subject is tepid; to iterate, its demands are great 
and its rewards are hard-won. But for anyone 
whose curiosity and love of philosophy really 
burns, Reed is a fine place to be, whether as a 
philosophy major or as a Group-A-require- 
ment-dilettante. 


Shane Davis spends his time between bouts of 
philosophizing reading Jack Chick comics and 
sipping mint juleps. 


Sichisthanestheiediasmedbemeeteemtieen tee ee 





by Lev Michael and Greg Quinlan (updated by 
Ben Brau) 


Your mission, should you choose to ac- 
cept it, is to go on a four-year journey to 
explore strange new worlds, to seek out new 


encounter in Physics 100. 

If you are in Physics 100, you are taking 
math; otherwise, like a blazing terror hurtling 
from the sky, your mathematical immaturity will 
engulf you and reduce you to a charred mass of 


failure. If you 


life forms and new havesome back- 
civilizations, to s ground in cal- 
boldly gowhere no h culus, you will 
one has gone be- beable to place 
fore. By plumping D y S : C S out of Math 
the secrets of matter 111, other- 
orcontemplating the wise you 
vast vistas of space should take Math 


and time, physics provides a unique and satis- 
fying form of stimulation. If this seems like 
bogus drivel, you are correct. But hey, if we 
could write introductions, we'd be English 
majors. 

The knowledge necessary for one con- 
sidering Physics is the department's require- 
ments before they will present you with a 
personalized piece of calligraphy. The course 
work is comparatively inflexible, especially 
during the first two years, in which you have 
no choice at all, but you should know what to 
expect, so here are the four years — blow by 
blow. 

For most, the first year of physics (Phys- 
ics 100) is often a painful one, though not 
because of any Herculean labors one must 
perform. No Aegeanstablesforyou, but there’s 
shit aplenty anyway. For students with some 
background in physics, first semester can be 
like waiting for the return of Halley’s Comet. 
You'll take the typical, shallow tour of the least 
interesting aspects of physics — Newtonian 
Mechanics, accompanied by watered-down 
calculus for the uninitiated. There lies the 
trap. Once anesthetized by the introductory 
material, new concepts beyond simple classi- 
cal mechanics arise. The second semester's 
plan gets more exciting quickly, with Thermo- 
dynamics, lots of Electrodynamics, Electron- 
ics andsome optics here, some relativity there. 
Hypnotized into academic lethargy by the 
ease early in the semester, it iseasy to be caught 
off guard, suddenly drowning in a mess of 
concepts you can’t grasp. However tedious or 
unexpected the work in 100 may be, if it is not 
second nature to you by your junior year, you 
will be toast on the Junior Qualifying Exami- 
nation. If the course is giving you trouble, 
don’t accelerate yourself off the new canyon 
bridge at 10 meters per second squared. In- 
stead, run to your Physics conference leader 
(whose salary comes from the generous amount 
of tuition your family pays the college) during 
the designated office hours. Go ahead, they 
won't bite nor will they think you stupid for 
struggling with any of the problems you might 


111 first semester of your first year. Those with- 
out calculus should find some way to supplement 
their math knowledge outside of the class. In the 
past, the physics department has offered calculus 
tutorial sessions on Saturdays during the first 
quarter. 

If you are certain you want to be a science 
geek for your whole sad life, and if you want to 
have no social life at all, ever, by all means take 
an additional science course now. But if you are 
the slightest bit daring, take advantage of the fact 
that you aren’t at some slide-rule state polytech- 
nic and take something like a history, or litera- 
ture, or political science course. 

Sophomore year begins with Physics 200, 
a brusque treatment of the so-called mathemati- 
calmethods of physics (as opposed to the poetical 
methods, we suppose). You'll be served up a 
piping hot plate ofdifferential equations (tonight's 
Blue Plate special: the wave equation) with side 
orders of linear algebra and complex analysis to 
go, please. Of course, there’s always Fourier Analy- 
sis, a fine dessert dish. This is all extremely useful 
stuff, and mathophobes who whine that they 
don’t understand the use of it all will shut their 
traps quickly come junior year. Second semester 
you will devour the sanitized and desiccated 
carcass of Quantum Mechanics where the 
Copenhagen interpretation takes the place of 
the Ten Commandments ard any philosophical 
questions are squashed as flat as a bug. Other 


topics may be also included, at the discretion of 
the professor, some of which are more discrete 
than others. 

Now some miserable maggots think that 
having scraped by this far is enough! Sure, if you 
want to be an engineer. You should at least take 
Linear Algebra (which you are required to do 
anyhow, but the sooner the better.) If you have 
any fantasies about doing theoretical work, you 
had better take Differential Equations, Complex 
Analysis and it wouldn’t hurt to take Advanced 
Calculus or Abstract Algebra as well. Any Phys- 
ics major who takes Number Theory is an intel- 
lectual degenerate and a moral reprobate, and 
they will have something horrible done to them 
in the biology room where they keep the live 


Not that everyone wants to be a theorist, 
anyway: they tend to be nasty, uppity people who 
drink too much coffee and do their problems the 
hard way to prove their mathematical superiority 
only to make fools of themselves when they 
finally admit that the more direct method is 
better. Most of physics (read: not at Reed) is 
experimental, despite serious studies made at 
Reed to overcome the perceived shortcomings in 
this area. But God only knows if the department 
had more experimentalists, perhapssome mecha- 
nism could be devised to drive the biologists back 
into their own damn building. If you want to do 
real experimental work, not the tedious canned 
reruns from experimental physics history that is 
spoon fed to you in labs, you'll need to aggres- 
sively express this desire to the experimental 
faculty as well as seniors. If you lobby hard 
enough, you might find a juicy independent 
project to workon. Whether you lean toward the 
experimental or the theoretical, you should in 
any case get on the ball early or face the stigma of 
banal mediocrity. 

The junior year marks your apotheosis 
from muck dwelling vermin to god-like being of 
light and wisdom. Having reached this level you 
can bask in complex mathematical notation, 
advanced concepts, and snazzy jargon — this is 
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heady stuff. Surfaces become frictional. Objects 
are no longer spherical. Professors treat you like 
human beings. Aah, the glory of it all. Classical 
Mechanics, Electrodynamics I & II, Quantum 
Mechanics and Junior Lab essentially provide 
you with sufficient sophistication to commence 
discussion of many subjects on the frontier of the 
field. Apart from these choices — which are 
essentially carved in stone — this is really your 
firstopportunity to take optional Physics courses. 
Thermal Physics, Solid State Physics, Classical 
Mechanics 11, Quantum Mechanics II, Classical 
Field Theory, Optics, and the popular, but rigor- 
ous, Elementary Particles are the gamut of op- 
tional offerings. 

Let us emphasize the importance of using 
the faculty: they are there to teach. They are 
ready and willing to help you figure out that juicy 
integral, they will help you derive the seemingly 
underivable, and are there to help analyze the 
problem with your experiment gone awry. They 
have offices complete with office hours for you; 
they are (usually) happy to see you, and will be 
much more willing to accept a late assignment if 
they know you have been struggling and have 
sought their god-like assistance. 

Ac this point small herds of students con- 
gregate tounravel the Gordian knots these more 
advanced courses present. This is frequently 
done in the Physics lounge, a veritable aerie 
overlooking the canyon and the new expensive 
chemistry building. The lounge is occupied by 
restful sofas, sturdy tables to spread out the 


Political 


by Andrew Leavitt, '93 


If you were to ask me (and, by the way, 
please don’t) what exactly political science is 
about, 1 would probably roll my eyes and say, 
“oh, Idon’treally know.” It’s notthatl can’tgive 
you an answer, it’s that after four years of pol sci 
at Reed, I have too many answers. Political 
science at Reed isn’t much like your high school 
government class. We don’t study how govern- 
ment works, or at least, not just that. Frankly, 
there isn’t really one simple thing that we do 
study. In thisarticle I'll try to give you some idea 
of what political science is about at Reed, as well 
as who the people who teach it here are. With 
any luck, some of you will find all this appealing 
and decide to take some classes or even major in 
pol sci. 

So then, what is political science? In its 
simplest formulation, political science isa social 


>| science which is concerned with the political 
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realm of human activity. Traditionally, main- 
stream political scientists have defined political 
as the affairs of governments and of people in 
governments. In the last twenty years or so, the 
range of what is considered to be political has 





assignment in progress, a networked (yet an- 
cient) Macintosh, as well as journals and refer- 
ence books to peruse. Unfortunately, it is nigh 
unto impossible to do work there as the camara- 
derie, not to mention the supplies of hot cocoa, 
distract. 

Oh, yes, then there’s the Qualifying Ex- 
amination. While you would like to devote your 
whole self to religious study of advanced topics, 
you find yourself diverted by the ominous Qual. 
People fail thisexamination. Shake in your boots. 
Heed our warning. The Qual is a four-hour 
examination without calculators. The depart- 
ment spoils you with some take-home tests, but 
the Qual is strictly in-class. Analysis of past 
exams reveals thata careful study of the introduc- 
tory course as well as a review of quantum me- 
chanics, relativity, and basic electronics is a 
must. Copies of past Quals reside in a cabinet in 
the Physics Lounge. A hint for success: write 
everything you can about the problems, even if 
you can’t even begin to solve them. 

Finally, there is the thesis. Begin searching 
for a topic early, even as early as your junior year. 
Youwill need to submita thesis topic two to three 
weeks into the first semester of your senior year. 
The department will officially aid you, but this 
occurs very late in the game. Read journals and 
talk to professors as soon as you can fathom 
undertaking this task. They will help you deter- 
mine your area of interest and suggest possible 
topics. Additionally, you will by then know 


Science 


expanded. The work of Marxist and feminist 
scholars and numerous othes has helped to break 
down traditional distinctions between different 
spheres of society, blurring the lines between the 
political and the private. 

Though this opening of the field certainly 
makes things more interesting for those ofuswho 
study political science, it carries a responsibility 
as well. While you can study almost anything 
you want and call it political science, it becomes 
increasingly important to consider and discuss 
why what you’re doing is political science. Of 
course you're still able to study much more tradi- 
tional kinds of topics as well. 

Political science at Reed is divided into 
three general approaches: empirical, compara- 
tive, and philosophical. I tend to think of the 
empirical and philosophical approaches as the 
two opposing poles of political science with the 
various comparative approaches falling some- 
where in between. Analytically, the three are 
easy to distinguish, though in practice you will 
frequently find yourselfutilizing elementsofeach 
simultaneously. Though you can focus quite 
narrowly on a particular approach in your thesis, 
on the Junior Qual you are required to answer a 








professors’ areas of specialization and may have 
some idea of whom you want to work with. 
With the proposal, you may indicate your pre- 
ferred advisors and office mate(s). Yoursubmit- 
ted proposal is subjected to the scrutiny of the 
entire department, who, through voodoo magic, 
assign you an advisor. The relationship be- 
tween the assigned advisor and the requested 
advisor is tenuous at best. Your proposal may be 
tejected, in which case you have aweek tocome 
up with another. In selecting a project, don’t 
necessarily think big. Find something juicy you 
can sink your teeth into, but make sure you can 
get your mouth around it. 

Once a topic is chosen and approved, 
seniors are assigned office space in the Thesis 
Dungeon where thesis work typically increases 
exponentially. Begin as early as possible. Not 
that you'll heed this warning; many physics 
seniors do little on their theses during fall se- 
mester, much to their regret. At the end of the 
fall semester, seniors are required to present a 
progress report in the Fall Mini-Orals, a delight- 
ful-yet-painfully-blissful-ewhen-compared-to- 
Spring-Orals meeting with faculty. Spring Orals 
commence after you have marched in the thesis 
parade. Be prepared to defend your document, 
but remember that you, not your thesis board, 
have spent the year becoming an experton your 
topic. The thesis isa hellishly marvelous expe- 
rience; it too shall pass, for better and for worse, 
sooner than you think. 


question or two from each of the three areas. So 
even if you really like one of the approaches and 
don’t care about the others, don’t think you can 
ignore them completely. 

The first course you take in the department 
will be Pol 211—Introduction to Political Sci- 
ence—and it can be a nightmare. It is taught by 
three professors who shuffle three groups of stu- 
dents. The course is supposed to introduce you 
to different modes of political analysis. The 
actual content of the three sections varies every 
year depending on who is teaching. It is almost 
guaranteed that you will hate at least one of the 
sections, perhaps even all three. I think that this 
course is designed to reduce the number of pro- 
spective majors. The department is fairly small 
and can only handle a small number of students 
at any one time. If you survive Pol 211 and still 
think that pol sci is your thing, rest assured, it gets 
better. 

After 211, the department requires you to 
take courses that cover in more depth the differ- 
entareas of the discipline. Pol 214 isusually next 
on people’s lists as it’s not too difficult and good 
to get out of the way quickly. Eventually you 
have to take a comparative politics class, and a 
political philosophy class as well. Beyond that, 
you can pretty much take the classes in the 
department which suit your interests. In addi- 
tion, you’re required to take a number of other 


classes in the History and Social Sciences divi- 
sion. This requirement is particularly useful as 
many texts from other social sciences are ap- 
pearing with increasing frequency in pol sci 
classes. 

Empirical political science is the kind of 
thing most people think of when they think of 
political science. This is the nuts and bolts, 
ground level, public policy stuff. Stephan Kapsch 
is the professor who handles thisstuff, primarily. 
Even if lofty philosophical stuff is your bag, you 
should take at least one class from Steve. He is 
extremely kind and always willing to give you 
time both in and out of class. In class he is very 
low key, but not dull. He is fond of telling 
anecdotes to illustrate points (or even just be- 
cause he thinks they’re interesting). Though 
some people seem to think he’s not too bright or 
not particularly challenging in class, 1 think 
he’s really quite sharp. People say that his 
classes are really easy or boring, but I think that 
his ability to get sometimes complex points 
across and make them seem simple is quite 
remarkable. On the other hand, Steve does 
have a very specific and limited range of what 
he’s interested in and what he knows about. 

The philosophical approach is at the far 


end of the spectrum from the empirical. Peter 
Steinberger is to this side of the department what 
Steve Kapsch is to the empirical. He’llsay flatout 
that he really doesn’t know much aboutelections 
and legislatures, but when it comes to weighty 
philosophical matters, he’s incomparable. Peter 
is very knowledgeable about a great variety of 
things. Political philosophy comprises another 
fairly traditional side of the disciline and the kind 
of political philosophy you will encounter in 
Peter’s classes is heady and can be demanding. 

Some people are really intimidated by Peter, 
though I’m not completely sure why. As long as 
you've done the reading and are serious about the 
class, he’s never intentionally mean. If you can at 
least ask reasonable questions, you'll do fine in his 
conferences. He gives extensive and useful paper 
comments as well. As with Kapsch, even if 
political philosophy isn’t what you're into, you 
should try to take a class with Peter as some point 
in your career. 

It is when you begin to explore the ground 
between empirical and philosophical political 
science that you encounter the more innovative 
approaches to the discipline. This year there are 
two other professors in the department: Elizabeth 
Wingrove and DariusRejali. Elizabeth (don’tcall 


Psychology 


by Ruth Carper, '92 


There are two things to look at in any 
department you might consider entering: the 
academics (obviously) and the personality of 
the department. One of the most striking 
things about the psych department is the 
enthusiasm of many of its faculty members. 
Although the professors in this department 
are frequently overworked, most will put far 
more energy than other professors toward 
encouraging students and developing their 
interest in the field. In conferences, every- 
one is encouraged to participate and each 
student's ideas are considered thoughtfully 
and positively. In office hours, students are 
given the professor's full attention and a 
respectable amount of time. 

The generally comfortable atmosphere 
of the department and conferences is also 
notable. This is due to the students as well as 
the professors. Although disagreements do 
occur, discussion is generally intelligent and 
directed, and the atmosphere is rarely as 
aggressive as it can be in some departments. 
In addition, the size of the department and 
the common location of classes, offices and 
the psych “lounge” in the basement of Eliot 
guarantee that most students in the depart- 
ment know each other to some degree. All of 
this makes for a pleasant but productive 
atmosphere. 


The Academics 

Reed psychology courses (at least after 
Intro) emphasize research. Nearly all classes 
dedicate at least one session a week to reading 
original articles from research journals and dis- 
cussing the methodology and implications of 
the experiments. Although some courses use 
textbooks, the theories are always related to the 
original experiments in conference. Most in- 
structors will also have you design at least one 
relevant experiment and, in some cases, run a 
small number of subjects as a course project. 
Fortunately, this experimental focus makes 
Reedies a bit more competitive when applying 
for research jobs and graduate schools. 

Courses in clinical and developmental 
psychology may be the exception to this experi- 
mental focus. These classes emphasize field ex- 
perience rather than lab experience, generally 
requiring students to spend four hours a week 
doing relevant volunteer work (counseling on 
crisis lines, working in day care centers or youth 
shelters, etc.). Although the field work require- 
ment is a bit of a time commitment (especially 
if you take two of these courses at once) the 
experience is usually very enlightening and sat- 
isfying (really!), and again, it makes you more 
competitive for jobs and graduate schools. 


Requirements 
Divisional Requirements: There are NO 
divisional requirements. 


her “Liz”) isa Reedie, this will be her second year 
teaching here. In typical Reed fashion, she 
combines an interest in modern political phi- 
losophy with a dedication to feminist scholar- 
ship. She is approachable and intelligent. 
Though I did not have the opportunity to take 
any classes with her, others who did reported 
favorably. 

Darius is a bit harder to fathom. He too 
leans towards the theoretical side of things, but 
seems to utilize texts by historians, sociologists, 
and anthropologists as much as those by politi- 
cal scientists. He has offered some of the more 
interesting new courses in the last few years. He 
hasdone more to confuse me about what consti- 
tutes “politicalscience” than anyone. He willlet 
you get pretty far out in your projects, but the 
further you go, the more he expects. 

In conference Darius makes an effort to 
encourage participation from everyone. To that 
end he frequently experiments with different 
“rules” for conferences. This is generally a good 
thing, although not in all cases, but hey, he’s 
trying new stuff. He is always available to meet 
with, andin many cases he requires students to 
meet with him. 











































Departmental Requirement: 1) first-year 
psychology; 2) four of six core courses (your 
choice); 3) thesis. As far as I can tell this is the 
lightest set of requirements for any department. 

First-year psychology (Intro. and Psych as 
aCognitive Science) gives a general introduction 
to both the field of psychology and to Reed’s 
department. Each course is taught by three 
professors who trade off lecture duties, each 
teaching for a few days or weeks on a topic from 
their specific field. This gives you the chance to 
study a wide variety of topics in psychology and 
to work with most of the department's faculty in 
both lecture and lab. All of this comes in handy 
if you're trying to pick a major, and again when 
its time to pick your core courses. 

The core courses cover many of the same 
areas as first year psychology but in much greater 
depth. They include: social psychology, devel- 
opmental, learning (behavioral), cognitive, 
neural and statistics. Taking four of these six 
courses gives a good perspective on psychology, 
so that you can see the variety of levels at which 
the human mind can be affected and studied, 
from the whole person in social psychology to 
the single brain cell in neural psychology. Un- 
fortunately, psychology is such a broad field 
that there simply isn’t enough time to study 
everything and most students must skip one or 
two major portions of the field. Since the core 
courses are about equally good you should base 
your choices on the personal interests you de- 
veloped in the first year. 

Statistics (officially Research Design and 
Data Analysis) is the one exception. Although 
this course is not required I would very much 
recommend that you take it. It will not only 
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elp when it's time to do statistical analyses 
for your thesis and other research projects, it’s 
also helpful in every other psych class you take 
(1 recommend taking it sophomore year). An 
understanding of statistics makes research ar- 
ticles a lot more comprehensible, and you will 
tead lots of research articles. The course is 
difficult for some and easy for others. If you're 
not mathematically inclined there's usually a 
teaching assistant who can give extra help. 
A number of other courses are offered 
besides the core courses, mostly at the 200 and 
300 levels. Courses at the 200 level are often 
on particularly interesting subjects and are less 
demanding than 300 or 400 courses, but they 
have their drawbacks. Since they attract a 
number of people from other departments, the 
classes tend to be quite large and discussions 
can be a bit disorganized and unfocused. Once 
you have a good background in psychology 
thiscan be a bit frustrating; so, if you take a200 
level course, do it as early as possible to keep 
the annoyance level down. Some 300 level 
courses are also a bit crowded (they tend to 
have snappier titles than the core courses) but 
the material and discussion usually stays at a 
higher level and is more directed than in 200 
classes (making for more enjoyable courses, in 
my opinion). 
One course which anyone will recom- 


by Stuart Margolis, Elizabeth Mitchell, and Rob- 
ert Stein 


God — the Final Frontier! These are the 
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ment. Our four- (or five- orsix-) year mission: to 
boldly go where no other department has gone 
before, mostly because they didn’t think it was 
worth it. 

The fact that many people both inside 
and outside of Reed think that studying religion 
is completely worthless, unless you plan on 
becoming a priest, creates a situation where 
Religion majors are continually in need of justi- 
fication for studying religion. Well, don’t listen 
to those unenlightened folks. Studying religion 
is entertaining and stimulating. And let’s face it 
—everyone at this school, even those who study 
physical sciences, are really just studying empty 
abstractions. So why not spend your precious 
time examining the biggest abstractions of all? 

Some of you may be wondering just what 
Religion majors do. Well, our main occupation 
is notsitting in dim, incense-filled rooms, chant- 
ing mantras or channeling messages from the 
archangel Gabriel, although we do have a spe- 
cial gnostic initiation ritual upon the comple- 
tion of our Quals. Mostly we do the same things 
as everyone else at Reed: we read books and 


mend is ndependent Kesearc ; 5 
course. This course is something of a mini- 
thesis where you design an experiment from the 
beginning, run the experiment, analyze the 
data and presentit in a journal-style report. The 
class meets once a week to discuss progress on 
the different projects and issues of general con- 
cem in research (techniques, ethics, etc.). The 
class is usually very small and relaxed and is 
actually a lot of fun. It also gives great practice 
on how to organize a major project so you don't 
go into thesis totally blind (and it looks good on 
your resumé). This was one of the most enjoy- 
able and useful courses I’ve taken.If you can 
possibly take it, do it! You won't regret it. 

I won't go into the qual and thesis much 
because you'll forget anything I say by the time 
you get there. 

Qual — Pretty straightforward. Before 
the qual you look over six or eight pairs of 
abstracts and choose one pair to work with. You 
have 64 hours to read the articles, critique them 
and design (in detail) a relevant follow-up 
experiment. You will have done this a zillion 
times by the time you get to your qual so it’s 
nothing new, you just have to do it better and 
complain more. 

Thesis — It’s big. Really big. There’s 
no way you could possibly get it all done in 8 
months, but YOU WILL. You don’t have to 


start thinking about a topic now, but if you get 
any ideas, write them down ona wall ora piece 
of furniture so you can find them in 3 years. 
Make sure you get an advisor that you know 
you get along with and that you know will 
listen to your ideas. And remember: procrasti- 
nation kills. 

Orals — It’s only two hours out of 
your entire life, how bad could it possibly be? 
A lot of people actually enjoy it. 


Facilities 

Of course we'd all be a lot happier with 
newer equipment but what we have is usually 
passable with a little shoestring and bubble 
gum. Besides, that’s the way it is in the real 
world —- NOBODY funds psychology research. 
We have plenty of computers but some of the 
statistical programs are a bit out of date (you 
can borrow the better ones). Some of the labs 
are a bit short on space but this will be fixed in 
another year when the old chemistry building 
is converted into a psychology building. The 
library collection is a quite lacking for in- 
depth research (as it is for all departments), 
but PSU and OHSU usually have what we 
don’t. 


Ruth Carper lwes in Portland and works for a 
Reedie at OHSU. 


Religion 


write papers about them. A fair share of these 
books and papers aren’t even directly about reli- 
gion. They're more concerned with how to study 
religion. Because scholars of religion are con- 
stantly having to defend their discipline, they 
have become obsessed with methodology. Most 
juniors in the department share this obsession, 
and some outside observers might say that the 
study of the study of religion is our religion. Many 
insiders would probably agree with this analysis, 
a fact that would make Wilfred Cantwell proud. 
Of course there is still a great amount of time left 
to explore actual religious beliefs. 

If you're interested in people and what is 
possible for people to believe, then studying 
religion may be just your trip. I didn’t study 
religion so that I could look at the variety of 
traditions and say, “Wow! So many people be- 
lieve in really heavy things! Must be some in- 
tense cosmic connection!” Rather, I looked at 
the interplay between human imagination and 
religious tradition. All humanistic disciplines 
study tradition tosome degree, because all people 
are born into some type of tradition which usu- 
ally encompasses more than just religion. But it 
is in the religious forum that the beliefs of a 
particular tradition are realized in an explicit and 


often dogmatic form. To many this can be quite 
restricting, thus leading many to disregard reli- 
gion today. What is interesting, though, is how 
various individuals within any given tradition 
respond differently to the same, or at least 
similar, dogmatic input. People have always 
and will probably continue to recreate new 
teligious meaning out of very old and appar- 
ently antiquated texts and rituals. Understand- 
ing the (re)creation of new beliefs is crucial to 
life on this planet. Of course, this is only my 
interest in religion. Everybody's different, so 
one can study religion anyway one wants to, 
although not necessarily in the context of the 
Reed College Religion department. 

The best thing about our department is 
that it operates more as a large family than as a 
den of stressed-out academic competitors. This 
doesn’t mean it’s easy, just fun. The man who 
makes sure everybody is doing alright, John 
Kenney, has in years past been referred to as the 
Demiurge; now he is often just called the Fa- 
ther. If you're lucky, he will teach Rel 211. If 
reading this article is your first experience with 
the department, hopefully Rel 211 will be your 
second. This class is very methodological, and 
you will have to read too many books in too 


short a time. Don’t despair, though, because 
this is not usually the case with the rest of the 
Religion classes, and you can use the extra 
time to read the great books that you skipped 
when you were in 211. 

A great deal of the department's ap- 
proach involves dividing the study of religion 
into philosophy and history. 1 don’t really 
agree with this distinction, and unfortunately 
it can dominate the department at times. 

If you are interested in learning about 
the religions of India, you will definitely be in 
touch with Ed Gerow. You'll find this man 
brilliant, aloof, and extremely intriguing. Steve 
Wasserstrom teaches Judaic and Islamic his- 


By Erika Morlan, '92 


Each year, the students and the faculty in 
the Russian Department change so drastically 
that I’m reluctant to put forth any theories as to 
“what it means to be a Russian major” at Reed 
College. To me, it meant sitting around the 
kitchen table in the Russian House, drinking 
vodka, smoking Soviet cigarettes, listening to 
Russian rock and attempting to speak one of the 
more difficult languages taught at Reed. It also 
meant being in the department when it was at 
its largest (one senior finished in December and 
six of us finished up in the Spring) and when the 
faculty was at its most discouraging and frustrat- 
ing (the two tenured profs took a semester off 
each and the two profs hired to replace them — 
well, let’s just say that one is a good friend of 
mine now, while the other is undeniably the 
worst prof on the face of the earth). 

Russian is a strange thing to major in —1 
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tory as well as the theoretical history of religions, 
though he will be on leave for the ‘91-’92 year. 
His favorite pedagogical tool, and frequent paper 
assignment, is literary and historical analysis of a 
particular religious text. Mark Franklin, another 
one of our profs, spends much time in the S.U. 
disguised as Abraham Lincoln drinking coffee. 
Mark specializes in modern religious thought, 
but he has a very eclectic arsenal of ideas and 
information. Thus he can answer questions on a 
variety of topics, and he provides challenging 
responses to analyses made by students. Also 
coming into the fold this year are the Pater and 
Mater of the department—Kees Bolle, master of 
methodology of phenomena, and Sara Denning- 


ussian 


have 
yet to hear a reasonable expla- 
nation of why anyone would do it. The six of us 
who graduated in '92 have very little in com- 
mon outside of our passion for the Russian 
language and culture. And it is something akin 
to Passion — how else do you explain why we 
chose to study a hellish language and a long- 
winded literary tradition within one of the 
weakerdepartments on campus? We all would've 
been better off at Yale or Columbia or even the 
University of Washington, where we could’ve 
taken courses in Russian history and culture, 
Soviet studies and other Slavic languages. 1 
guess what I am trying to say is that, if you’re 
going to be a Russian major at Reed, you had 
better be incredibly dedicated to it, or else 
transfer. 

The department requirements are as fol- 
lows: you must take three years of the language 
(it is advisable to take one of these years during 








Bolle, who works with ancient Near Eastern ” 


religions and early Christianity. These are our 


profs; we love them. If we didn't, we wouldn't be 


Religion majors. 
Studying religion at Reed is a really won- 


derful experience. The profs are great, and the " 


material is both ancient and timeless. Even if you 


don’t want to join our family and spend all your rae 


time in space talking about transcendence, take 
a Religion class or two. The least it could be is 
entertaining, because even if it doesn’t totally 
blow your head, you can always get a laugh out of; 
watching the obsessed Religion majors get really) 
high talking about religion. 


the summer at another school, but it’s not 
necessary —I didn’t take third year Russian until 
my senior year and I survived), a three-semester 
survey of Russian Lit from medieval saints’ lives 
to Tatiana Tolstaya, a poetry seminar and sev- 
eral other seminars of your choice. Most of the 
literature classes are open to everyone so all the 
reading is done in translation. Russian majors, 
however, must put in an extra couple of hours 
each week to discuss the works in Russian, 
which means we have to read the stuff in 
Russian as well. The Qual generally consists of 
three essay questions that make you make con- 
nections between things that you never thought 
were possible, plus a translation, usually of the 
most difficult piece of writing that the profs can 
come up with. Although no one really ever 
fails, the faculty has no qualms about passing 
people conditionally, which is just as humiliat- 
ing (I speak from personal experience). Then, 
of course, there’s thesis, which traditionally is 
some form of literary analysis, although transla- 
tions are perfectly acceptable. 

The best part of being a Russian major is 
having an excuse to go to the Soviet Union (or 
Russia or whatever it’s being called these days). 
Most majors spend a semester, or at least a 
summer, studying in Moscow or St. Petersburg. 
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If you go through CIEE or ACTR, you can get 
credit at Reed — Paul de Young has all the 
information. Being in Russia might be what 
inspires the passion in Russian majors — I've 
been there twice already and I, as well as five 
other majors, plan to go back by September’92. 
It really is the only way to learn the language, 
especially since there are currently no native- 
speakers teaching at Reed anymore. 

Before closing, the Russian House 
(Woodstock I) must be mentioned. Each year 
five students are chosen to live in it along with 
the House Advisor and a native Russian 





by Misty Cummings ’94 and Dawson Morton 
95 


The Sociology department encourages 
shame, which motivates students to achieve 
academic enlightenment through fear of hu- 
miliation and violence at the hands of one’s 
classmates. The department no longer sup- 
ports guilt, believing it to be a selfish personal 
construct that diminishes the communal na- 
ture of education within the Sociology depart- 
ment. While shame can be at first a humiliat- 
ing experience, given 
half a chance it is an 


your teachers and 
your peers, and it beats guilt hands 
down. Be that as it may, the sociology depart- 
ment is not all humiliation and personal dep- 
recation, sometimes Carol Conell even asks us 
over for cookies! 

The department has turned over a new 
leaf for this year, at least as far as introductory 
classes go. As Professor John Pock puts it, “I’ve 
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Scholar. Theoretically, everyone is supposed to 
speak Russian all the time, but, due to laziness 
and the difficulty of the language, this rarely 
happens. The House is also the center of depart- 
ment events, with a weekly dinner and occa- 
sional parties. Although I didn’t live there, I 
spent much of my time during my senior year in 
the Russian House Kitchen, laughing and com- 
plaining with the other majors. I encourage all 
future majors to develop the same camaraderie 
and hospitality that we in’91-92 enjoyed. It 
makes the whole Russian major experience a lot 
more tolerable and a lot more fun. 


suffered another year of personal failure,” pre- 
sumably referring to his Soc 210 classes which 
had high drop out rates and a lack of that 
communal spirit (not everybody takes to shame 
right away). Soc 101 is a survey course which 
covers aspects of the discipline from the big 
names and their theories to introductory statis- 
tics. After this course, you'll be able to take any 
of the upper-division courses offered in the 
department. Upper-division courses are taught 
with emphasis on collective conference learn- 
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excellentopportunity 
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ing and primary texts. In order to 

major in Sociology at Reed, you have to take 

101, 311 (Research Methods), Thesis and five 

other units in Sociology as well as the Divi- 

sional requirements listed in the course catalog. 
In your Junior year, hopefully during the 

first semester, you will start researching your 


Liz Dally 
Jim Houser 


4307 SE Hawthorne Blvd + Portland, Oregon 97215 + (503)234-2119 


In conclusion, the Russian departmen 
at Reed is not the best, but, if the students are 
enthusiastic and willing, they can turn the 
experience of majoring in Russian into a re- 
warding one. 


There was a suspiciously large number of empty 
vodka bottles in the kitchen window when Erika 
Morlan vacated her apartment. 


Qual, which you must pass to become a 
Senior. If you're lucky, your Qual will become 
the first chapter of your thesis, or at least a 
thesis proposal. Unlike other departments, 
Sociology does not assign the Qual asan exam 
nor does it specify a topic. It is an independent 
research paper which you must defend to your 
professors. Expect to write a lot, followed by 
more writing, with healthy doses of criticism 
all around. 

The department is small, with only two 
professors, and classes are small too, so you 
should get to know John and Carol well. John 
has been around for thirty years, but although 
he’s occasionally crabby and sour he is still the 
creator of the Sociology department at Reed 
and a good part of its life-force. He shows 
interest in and appreciation for students by 
being meticulously critical of their work while 
infrequently, but graciously, supporting and 
validating their ideas. While it can be a bit 
unbearable, this pedagogical method makes 
you knowledgeable, though perhaps a little 
freakish. 

Carol Conell is herself a graduate of our 
fine college (which really explains a lot when 
you meet her). Last year was Carol's first at 
Reed and she taught classes in a number of 
new areas. Discussions in Carol's classes gen- 
erally demand high levels of participation 
from everyone. She expects students to read 
the material for class thoroughly, state simply 
the point of the reading, and articulate ques- 
tions or difficulties encountered in the reading 
if the argument is particularly complex. An 
added benefit of having Carol as a professor 
(besides gettin’ smart) is that she talks about 
coming of age in the '60s and occasionally 
brings her youngest daughter to class. 

[Eds. note: There is in fact a third profes- 
sor in the Sociology department, Bill Tudor. 
He will be on sabbatical this year, though he 
should return in 1994. He is quite swell, and 
though he may come off seeming flaky at first 
take, he’s actually very sharp_] 


by Ruth Uny, 93, and Adriana Troxell, '93 


Since the establishment of the Spanish 
major in 1987, the number of Spanish majors 


cerpts from Columbus’ diary, writings of Sor 
Juana Ines de la Cruz, and a Nicaraguan play- 
wright. The department is receptive to interdis- 
ciplinary majors, such as Span- ish/Theatre, 


has been rising steadily. Last year a record Spanish/ 
number of five seniors graduated. e Dance, etc., 
Although the departmentis small, S and they will 
it boasts an innovative course cur- a r) f S h work with 
riculum that lends itself to the in- D you to de- 
dividual interests of its students. 


It’s important to emphasize that 
you won't find many survey-lit courses in the 
catalog; the exception is Spanish 321, orTheory 
and Practice of Hispanic Literature, which 
tries to serve as a bridge between the relatively 
easy language classes (Spanish 110 and 210) 
and the more demanding 300 and 400 level 
literature courses. Instead, you will find classes 
that attempt to analyze literary movements in 
relation to world history, other literatures, and 
their significance today. Two professors, Jaumé 
Martf-Olivellaand Sharon Larisch, have strong 
backgrounds in comparative literature, and 
both encourage feminist critique as part of 
textual analysis. Additionally, the department 
supports a re-evaluation of literary tradition 
from a worldwide perspective, seeking to en- 
courage alternative critique in part as a result 
of the “secondary status” to which Hispanic 
literature has often been relegated. 
Similarly, professors support students’ 
creative interests and encourage students to 
develop projects that go beyond the standard 
research paper. Forexample, in the Inventions 
of Columbus class (fall 91), two students 
wrote and performed a piece in the Student 
Union for a final project, incorporating ex- 
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vise a qual 
that is appropriate to your interests and 
experience. 

Practically all majors have had experience 
in a Spanish-speaking country, and each brings 
her/his area of knowledge to class. We would 
encourage you to ask other students about their 
study abroad experiences and then design your 
own, or find a program that suits you through the 
Office of International Programs. Whatever you 
do, if you study abroad, you should save all class 
papers, exams, and grades should you expect to 
receive credit back at Reed. Don’t rely on just an 
official transcript from the foreign university. 

At the 300 and 400 class levels, it helps 
immensely to have a good comprehension of 
spoken and written Spanish. Otherwise, you will 
be terribly frustrated and tempted to read every- 
thing in English. It is possible to progress from 
Spanish 210 toa literature course, butsometimes 
it’s better to take a break and study abroad so that 
you can read and discuss with more ease. 

As we mentioned before, course offerings, 
while great, vary from year to year. We would 
encourage you to explore literature in a variety of 
genres. For Ruth, Contemporary Latin Ameri- 
can Poetry was a mind-bending experience, and 
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lead her to her thesis topic. We also think it’s 
important to study literature from different eras, 
and to study both Peninsular and Latin Ameri- 
can literature. Professor Mart{-Olivella is from 
Barcelona, and he often incorporates Catalonian 
literature into course readings, which is rare and 
enlightening. 

Your junior qual should not frighten you. 
It’s a very friendly (and sometimes even enjoy- 
able!) process, actually. Either youor your profes- 
sors devise the questions after discussing the 
material, and then you have a weekend to com- 
plete a 10-15 page essay discussing the topic in 
depth. Afterwards, your professors (at least two) 
read the essay, and then you have an hour long 
chat about it. The qual is really designed to focus 
your interests and give you a taste of the type of 
thinking that will be necessary to develop your 
thesis. 

Because ours is a small department, it’s 
often up to the students to enrich their learning 
experiences with cultural and social supplements. 
However, there is always a language scholar who 
is a native speaker of Spanish, giving conversa- 
tion classes to Spanish 110 students, and avail- 
able to students as a resource. In 1991-1992 we 
were blessed with the presence of Radl Villa, a 
“minority scholar” who taught acourse in Chicano 
literature, helped to organize Reed Arts Week- 
end, and participated in the diversity council. In 
part due to the small size, the department is 
intimate and friendly. We would encourage all 
Spanish speakers, majors and non-majors alike, 
to participate in outside events, such as the 
Spanish tables, movies and fiestas in the Spanish 
House. 











yWooqpuny suepnyis O9Ge;}0> poss 


7:30-6:00 
7:30-8:00 
7:30-6:00 
7:30-4:30 








P @g @ 


72 


page 









by Adam S. Moore, 92 


The first thing that needs to be said about 
Reed's Theatre Department, a fact in which I take 
much pride, is that the Theatre has the best parties 
in the school. Though Renn Fayre and the Hallow- 
een Social probably beat them for sustained crazi- 
ness, Reed cast parties, at their best, cannot be 
matched for friendly and exuberant hedonism: 
lights flash, music booms, substances are imbibed 
freely, and bodies move gracefully on the dance 
floor. Invariably, everyone gathers for a game of 
“Fuck Me, Fuck Me,” or Hardball Spin-the-Boutle, 
or pethaps even Strip Trivial Pursuit. You should 
come to the theatre to create art, but stay to get 
rocked at the cast party. 

Despite being a haven for hedonistic atten- 
tion-sucking vampires, there are some problems 
with Reed's theatre department. Obviously Reed is 
not a professional theatre prep school. However, 
allow me tosay, before I startin on the bitching, that 
I liked being a theatre major at Reed. I turneddown 
an invitation to adirecting program atNYU's Tisch 
School of the Arts to go here, and I don’t regret the 
decision at all. Well, not much, at any rate. Okay, 
okay, I regret it every day of my life, but I probably 
would have regretted going to NYU ifI’ddone that 
I don’t regret any of the cast parties, though. 

The Reed Theatre is the boxy building on 
Botsford Drive (by the sports center) straddling the 
canyon on stilts. This building contains the two 
Reed performance spaces: the upstairs “mainstage” 
which seats about 150, and the downstairs “black 
box” which seats about 50. The mainstage is ad- 
equate, the black box not quite so good. The main 
problem is lack of space. Performance spacesdouble 
as the construction areas. However, as of last year, 
the department acquired the use of the Reed Build- 
ing (sometimes called the Theatre Annex). This is 
the high-ceilinged, glass-fronted building on 28th 
between the fruitstand and the 7-11. It’s not much 
of a building and it’s inconveniently located, but it 
hasabigopen space for rehearsal or classes, and ithas 
a lot of badly needed storage space for the theatre. 
There's also a 6-foot tall stack of mattresses in one 
comeronwhich youcan take anap, relax, jumpand 
down, oreven play “The Princessand the Pea.” The 
fun never ends in the theatre department. 

There are four faculty members (two profes- 

sors and two technical staff) in the department. 
of Craig Clinton isthe Department Head and the only 
°G | full-time professor. He specializes in theatre history, 
@ | directing, and playwriting. Kathleen Worley is a 
3 part-time professor who specializes in acting, and 
° also teaches intro to theatre history. Max Mueller is 
g | the Theatre Technical Director. He does design for 
ww | faculty shows and teaches Lighting and Set design 
° courses. Cara Cart is the Costumer, and teaches a 
a= | Costume and Makeup Design course. 
> Opportunities for getting involved in shows 
@ | are numerous. Each professor (Craig & Kathleen) 
aX | directsone show a year, one in the fall andone in the 
a. | Spring. They tend to pick shows with large casts 
3 | which attract many new actors. There are usually 5- 


4 8 seniors per year who choose to direct shows for 


Theatre 


their theses. In addition, the directing classes always 
need actors for their scenes. Acting in these is good 
way to get introduced to the theatre community. 

If you're considering majoring in theatre, it is 
a good idea to take the Beginning Acting course as 
afreshman. It’sa requirement for theatre majors, and 
you'll be happy you got it out of the way. In addition, 
it’s fun and provides a nice break from one’s more 
academic classes, so even if you eventually forsake 
the theatre department you won't regret taking it. 
Another requirement for all Division of the Arts 
departments is taking asecond-year language course. 
This is another good thing to getout of the way early, 
especially if you need to take an initial first-year 
language course. Language is one of those things you 
can’t make up for by writing a good paper at the end 
of the semester, and I guarantee that you won't want 
to be memorizing verb tenses while writing your 
thesis. Because of its small size, you'll end up taking 
most of the department’s classes. If you have any 
background in theatre, skip Intro to Theatre and 
move straight to a theatre history course. Directing 
is a must. Take all three semesters if you can. Craig 
can be somewhat hidebound, but he knows his shit 
and has a lot of good critique, and at any rate, in 
directing, practice is the best teacher. Basic and 
Advanced Playwriting are twoofCraig’s best classes, 
so take them. 

The best reason to major in theatre atReed is 
that you'll get less expert supervision, but more 
hands-on experience than at a large theatre prep 
school. The brass ring of this particular academic 
merry-go-round is that for your senior thesis, you get 
to direct yourown play. This isn’t required, ofcourse. 
Youcando acompletely academic thesis, or chose to 
write aplay, ordosome design project, ifthat iswhere 
your interests lie. Most people, however, want to 
direct. Your thesis will have to have some connec- 
tion with the play you're doing, The departmentwill 
tell you that your justification for the play you want 
should grow out of the topic addressed in your 
written thesis. This means that in your proposal, 
you'll be expected to say something like “I want to 
explore the stage dynamics of conflicting urban 
stereotypes in the modem American Theatre, so I 
want to direct Neil Simon’s The Odd Couple.” Most 
likely, you will have undergone the reverse process: 
picking a play that you like rather than finding an 
aspect of it to investigate in your written thesis. 
However, to get your proposal approved, you will 
have to pretend otherwise. You can here leam your 
first lesson in dealing with the Reed Theatre Depart- 
ment: you will have to do many irritating and 
seemingly pointless things to getwhat you want. Get 
used to it 

The most important battle you will face is 
getting your thesis proposal approved. This is an 
especially difficult task, because of the large number 
of seniors the department has been attracting lately. 
To get what you want, I recommend the patented 





“Gifford” approach: agree with everything the 
dept. says, butkeepon acting as if their acceptance 
of your plan was inevitable, as ifevery one of their 
objections was simply constructive criticism. It 
helps to start off by proposing some ridiculous 
boondoggle of a play (Ben Hur, for example). This 
way, anything you actually want to do will be seen 
asacompromise on your part. Ofcourse, thismight 
not be necessary. Some people have had their 
proposals sail through. The essential problem is 
that the profs criteria for what is an acceptable 
show and what isn’t are not consistent. I do not 
want to accuse the department of being guilty of 
favoritism. Itis true, however, that when the profs 
get the idea stuck in their heads thatacertainshow 
isn’t a good show for you to do, neither hell nor 
high water (let alone reasoned argument) will 
move them. 

You will probably have a battle for the 
preferred mainstage space. The dept has made an 
effort to upgrade the black box, with considerable 
success, but the mainstage is still preferable for 
most purposes. The faculty will deny that the 
mainstage is preferable, but until | see a faculty 
show held in the black box, my opinion stays the 
same. One note of hope: I have just read that the 
Eliot Hall Chapel is being renovated to make it a 
better performance space, so it may become pos- 
sible to use it for a thesis show. 

An important mule: Get along with the 
faculty. They can be of immense help to you, and 
youneed them on yourside. Itgoeswith outsaying 
that you should get along with your advisor. The 
other really important person is Max Mueller. 
Max knows a lot about all matters technical, and 
has a good dramatic sense to boot. He may seem 
somewhatintimidatingatfirst, buthe’squite anice 
fellow. You may think that ifyouaren’t technically 
inclined that you won't need to get to know him, 
but really it's just the reverse. 

I've done more griping than I intended to. 
The good thing about Reed is that the faculty are 
often very helpful and instructive. There are a ton 
ofshowstoworkon,and my advice istosimply leap 
in. Audition foreverything, be in directing scenes, 
ask directors if they need any technical help. 
When it gets around that you want to be involved, 
you will soon find people seeking your services. 
Perhaps the best thing about Reed has nothing to 
do with the department. For the size of the school, 
Reed theatre attracts an inordinate number of 
innovative, energetic, talented and wonderfully 
bizarre people. Get to know them, work with 
them, sleep with them. You'll be glad you did. For 
the most part, theatre people atReed are free of the 
ego, pettiness and falseness that I've found in 
professional theatre. Oh we can be bitches all 
right, but we’re essentially nice, well-meaning 
bitches. There is little room for prima donnas in 
such a small department. [oh please. -eds] 

As a final note, even if you decide the 
department isn’t for you, you can still do every- 
thinga theatre major can except directing a thesis 
show. A fterall, wewouldn’twantto missyou at the 
cast parties. 


by Anne Marie DiStefano 


I find it easiest to think of the Library not 
as a ridiculously and annoyingly inefficient 
edifice, but as a labyrinthine mystery. My first 
year at Reed was spent in virtual ignorance of 
the virtuesof the library; in fact, it took amajor 
crush on a guy who regularly studied there to 
introduce me to the habit. The library can 
actually save you time and money; they have 
many copies of the books you read in Hum 
110; you can check them out on reserve in- 
stead of buying them. 

Here is a list of some of the attributes of 
our library. I figure if you know they're there, 
and you care, you can figure out the workings 
for yourself. TOMUS is a very useful comput- 
erized card catalog. There is also an MLA 
Interna- 
tional Bib- 
liography 
Database 
computer 
listing more 
journal ar- 
ticles in the subject of modern languages and 
literature than you could read in your whole 
life. Books. Periodicals. Newspapers. The 
Cooley Art Gallery. The Art Slide Room (in 
the basement). The IRCs — the Information 
Resource Center — where the computers are. 
(Don’t wait, no really, don’t, until the night 
before the first Hum paper is due to learn how 
to use a computer.) The Microfiche room . A 
reference librarian (at that desk near the old 
entrance). Crime (don’t leave your wallet 
lying around and lock up books worth more 
than $30orso). The thesis tower. The Writing 
Center (open from eight to nine on week- 
nights). The Instructional Media Center 
(IMC) where you can listen to tapes, watch 
videos, or check out a tape recorder. Graffiti. 

There is a special protocol for using the 
library. Although the following practices 
should be easily deduced from the Honor 
Principle, I don’t suppose it would hurt for me 
to spell them out: 

—Check out your books, because some- 
body else might need to know where 
they are. A lot of books are permanently 
missing from the library; if the library 
staff cannot locate a book, one would at 
least like to have the grim assurance that 
it will never return. 

—Do the 2-hour reserve thing according 
to the rules. Yes, you are special, but so is 
everyone else and they want to do the 
reading too. Also, don’t stand around 
the reserve desk cussing and complain- 
ing about how much the system sucks, 
because that is just obnoxious. Keeping 





books past their due time will start to cost 
you a lot of money, too. 

~——Make only brief phone calls on the free 
phone in the lobby, especially when you 
can tell that people are waiting for it. 

—Don’tmake messes, especially food messes, 
especially chewed-up food messes. 

—The non-thesis desks do not belong to any- 
body. If you have claimed one, you can 
keep your stuff there, but you can’t ask 
someone sitting there to leave. However, 
once someone has claimed a desk, you 
cannot fuck with their stuff, or —and some 
real shits actually did this last year — 
decide without asking that it’s your desk 
now. Ifyoudidn’tgetadesk, get a locker, or 
share with someone you know. 

—Don’tmake noise. Learn thissimple library 

greeting: “Oh, hi, 
Ihaven’tseen you 
since [fill in inci- 


Your Library 


and talk.” 


There is also the issue of coffee in the 
library. There have always been rules against 
eating and drinking in the library, although 
smoking was allowed in the basementuntil around 
1986 or so. | will now refer you to a first-hand 
account of a special moment in the history of 
coffee in the library, narrated by Davis Rogan, 
from the 1990 student handbook: 

“Students returned to Reed College in the 
fall of 1989 to find some unpleasant changes had 
occurred in their library. They weren’t stunned 
by the alterations to the Physical Plant which 
were noisily foreshadowed the previous year but 
by the nasty new rules, regarding consumption of 
potables, and the reserve system. The ‘no food 
and drink’ policy was actually an old rule which 
had lain dormant for decades, awaiting fresh 
carpeting and a unified science library. 

People weren't really so angry at this rule as 
they were shocked by the pettiness of it, except- 
ing, I suppose, the one or two spoiled infants who 
left Commons trays to rot in the library's bowels, 
proving to the librarians that we can’t clean up 


after ourselves. 1 was mad. I wasn’t alone, so | 
photocopied some handbills inviting everyone 
who wanted to march on the library to assemble 
in the Paradox. ...l wasn’t expecting a big crowd, 
but, friends, the turnout was amazing. Never 
before had I seen the clique lines break so freely 
as they did that afternoon. Hippie joined hand 
with computer geek, unified with a sense o 
purpose. 

Clutching our coffee, we marched the li- 
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brary, second-lined by a keg of beer. I was one of @ 


the veterans of the Eliot occupation era on this 
march. I'd seen that all the efforts of the SACC 
had resulted in making the trustees intractable 
bastards about divestment. There was a cynical 
air to this march. Itwas not so much a protest but 
a satire of a protest — a meta-march. 

The library was occupied for most of half an 
hour by fifty people. The keg and its followers left 
after fifteen minutes, deciding that the S.U. front 
porch was a better place to be than the library's 
indoor courtyard, where Vicki Hanawalt, the 
new librarian, bemused, shocked, dismayed, and 
fearing for her collection, engaged in a fairly 
rational discourse, somewhat inarticulate on the 
students’ part, about the nuances of what ‘no 
food and drink’ meant. 

Everyone said, ‘Fuck it,’ and left, and there 
was some hoop-de-rah and a poorly publicized 
Reed union that! made an assof myselfat, yelling 
obscenities in the Student Union and not even 
noticing the faculty, staff, and telltale ice cream. 
Fortunately, Andrew Rostaing and Peter 
Steinberger, student and faculty members of the 
Library Board, respectively, drafted a drinks-in- 
the-library policy. I’ve never seen it, but I believe 
it goes something like this: ‘The students spend 
much time at their desks. It is only reasonable 
they should have drinks there. The policy recog- 
nizes that while the library houses the student 
study area it also houses acollection, so there’s no 
drinking in the stacks or at the reference tables.’ 

I’m not sure if the resolution ever passed. 
We were going to make a petition that quoted 
thedrinking policy and have studentssign it, but, 
almost magically, everyone stopped worrying 
about it. Students brought coffee to their desks; 
no one fucked with them. Some finished their 
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drinks outside; that was cool, too. For once, by 
ignoring the problem, it went away.” 

Apparently Davis was writing during Old 
Reed, because the problem has not gone away, 
and you are likely to be in for some hassling this 
year. In fact, last spring I walked into the library 
and a woman at the desk told me, “No food or 
drink in the library.” 1 was so taken aback that 
I turned around and left, and then snuck back in 
when she wasn’t looking. To this day I regret to 
the point of insomnia not requesting her to 
Honor Case me, and I pray that someone less 
sheep-like than myself will take a stand. 

Even more sinister than the persecution of 
coffee-drinkers is the issue of the library lobby. 


by Julie Polk, 92, with improvements by a few 
non-theatre majors 


So itseems that the Reed library isn’t quite 
the comucopia of resources you were hoping 
for? Or have you found that it is impossible for 
you to study within a hundred-yard radius of 
campus? Well, whether you choose to believe 
it or not (and I know that this may shock you) 
there is a somewhat civilized world beyond the 
boundaries of our campus. This article provides 
info on just what those other resources are and, 
more importantly, how to find them. 

If the idea of venturing out under Port- 
land’s gloomy skies to study is especially 
appealling, there are several alternatives. 
Through the Reed library, a student has the 
privilege of visiting and checking out books 
from any of the area’s other twelve colleges and 
universities participating in the Metro-Loan 
system. And if that doesn’t satisfy your need to 
exhaust all possible resources with which to 
fatten a bibliography, the Reed library also 
provides the opportunity to beg books from 
other institutions through the Inter-Library 
Loan (ILL) office. 

First of all, make sure that you have ex- 
hausted campus resources. There may be some 
upperclassmen who have a book or two that 
could be useful. Some professors will also lend 
out books. If you find it necessary to go else- 
where, it is always a good idea to ask your 
professor which other library he or she thinks 
will be your best bet. 

Next, I suggest using the Metro-Loan sys- 
tem. This is not nearly as complicated as it may 
sound. The system connects you with twelve 
other metro-area libraries. The two that you 
will likely use most frequently are the Portland 
State University and Lewis and Clark libraries, 
with Oregon Health Sciences University and 
the Mulmomah County Public libraries run- 
ning close behind. 

There is fancy new system called POR- 





The lobby has two conflicting functions. First, 
and mean first and foremost, it is a sort of living- 
room for hanging out, sleeping, or generally 
being a student. However, it’s also supposed to 
look good to the public and, most important, the 
Trustees. Apparently, persons hobbling by from 
the library parking lot have had their aesthetic 
sensibilities offended by the condition of the 
library lobby. The weakened state this pain caused 
them rendered them unable to contribute funds 
to the endowment. 

In the past year sleeping students have 
actually been woken up and asked to leave, and 
the word from the maintenance staff grapevine is 
that the Administration plans to start closing the 


TALS which allows you to access the catalogs of 
PSU, OHSU, Lewis and Clark, and the 
Mulmomah County libraries. The moststraight- 
ater aj to plug in to this nifty system is to 


“ea in 
the ref- 


erence 


ohh the librarians have set aside for this pur- 
pose. There’s a binder with instructions on how 
to get to these catalogs next to the computer. If 
some intrepid scholar has beaten you to this 
machine, trudge down to the IRCs and use 
MacIP (or one of the unix machines), go to the 
Network menu and choose Telnet... and bang 
out the following address : portals 1.lib.pdx.edu 
when it asks you, log in as “reed.” Such limitless 
power. 

To use a Metro-Loan, a student must get a 
signed form from a Reed librarian. Librarians 
won't just sign this form for you to go there, 
browse, and then fill out the necessary informa- 
tion. They may wantat least one definite title on 
the form before signing it. But after that, all you 
need is acompleted form and your Reed ID. You 
are responsible for returning the books and pay- 
ing any fines for books which are overdue or 
damaged. The loan period will usually be for two 
to four weeks, with no possibility of renewal (and 
you'll have to wait for your books to be reshelved 
before you can metro-loan them again). 

Now, you have all the necessary paperwork, 
but where are the books you want? Okay, it’s time 
to do it. The first step is the hardest, but you will 
soon find your limbs nimbly guiding you towards 
the bus stop. 


The Lewis and Clark library. 

Take the #19 bus downtown to Sixth Av- 
enue. From there you want to walk over to Fifth 
Avenue. Geton the #12 (Barbur Boulevard) and 
take that to the Burlingame transit mall. From 
there transfer to the #39, which will drop you off 
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lobby when the main library is closed. If you've 
ever pulled an IRC all-nighter or waited for the 
night-bus after a social, you know how much 
this would suck. If you let them get away with 
this, you deserve to have it happen. 

The library is pretty much the heart of 
Reed, and I don’t mean the site of emotion or 
the true essence of Reed; I’m thinking more of 
adrippy, slimey, convoluted organ that pulsates 
irregularly and, if you have a type-A personal- 
ity, may very well kill you. 


Anne Marie co-edited last year’s Handbook. Now 
she edits, with Adam Moore, a silly ‘zine called 
CHED. 


at the L&C doorstep. The library is the new- 
fangled, hip buildingwith the slanted roof (found 
a little off to the right of the path which leads to 
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studies. The L&C library also boasts of its 
music, education, law, and gender-studies ref- 
erences. They also have a vast collection of 
periodicals and government documents. The 
library contains a total sum of 220,000 volumes. 
There are five-cent photocopiers near the exit. 
To check out books, you need to use the Metro- 
Loansystem. The library isopen 24-hours aday 
when Lewis and Clark is in session; however, 
they're on a different schedule than we are 
(namely trimesters) so call ahead before you go: 
293-2765. 


The PSU library 

This place is a different story. 

Take the #19 downtown and getoff by Hot 
Lips Pizza or the infamous Sam’s Hofbrau, then 
walk west (up) Hall, Montgomery, or Harrison 
onto campus. The Branford P. Millar Library is 
the four-story block of white stone with the big 
stairs and sweeping glass facade. It is divided 
into four floors, each with a specialized subject 
and head librarian. The Humanities floor boasts 
strong German and art sections, with decent 
philosophy, religion, Chinese, French, and 
Spanish sections. The social sciences are well 
represented up on the fourth floor. Asa whole, 
the library has quite a large collection of jour- 
nals and periodicals. PSU is used by many 
Reedies, especially for their science selection. 
But here I present a note of caution—the head 
of thesciences library seemed content to answer 
my questions until] stated that! was from Reed. 
Maybe he was just jealous of the strength of our 
sciencesor had gotten ina fightwith his wife the 


night before or something, but 1 must admit 
that overall I was not impressed by his man- 
ners. Along these lines, it’s worth noting that 
the security system isn’t exactly infallible... 

This library is as peaceful as a mauso- 
leum, as most PSU students seem to view astay 
in this structure as nothing more than a sort of 
nap-time. There’s a ten-cent coin copier on 
the main floor, but the debit card copiers on 
each floor are only FIVEcents. Go ahead and 
invest a dollar in a debit card — it'll pay for 
itself before you've copied your first article 
(and you won't have to keep running down- 
stairs). Again, youneed a Metro-Loan form to 
check out books. They're open until 10 pm 
most nights, but you should call forexacthours 
— 725-4617. 


The Oregon Health Sciences University 
(OHSU) library 

OHSU is the place to go if your research 
is of a medical nature. Take the #19 down- 
town and get off at the Portland bus mall, then 
hop over to 5th Ave. and catch the #8 travel- 
ingsouthwest which willdumpyourightat the 
steps of campus. Biology, chemistry, and bio- 
chemistry are the three main areas for which 
this library is useful. The periodical sections 
contain most everything that you could possi- 
bly need. Once again it is a good idea to call 
ahead before making the trip. The main 
library's number is 494-8026. Fall hours for 
the library should be Mondays through Thurs- 
days, 7:45 am to 11 pm; Fridays, 7:45 am to 7 
pm; Saturdays, 9 am to 5 pm; and Sundays, 9 
am to 11 pm, but don't hold us to it. 


Warning: Reed students may not checkout 
material from the library — not even through the 
Metro-Loan system. The only way that a Reed 
student may check out material from OHSU is 
through the Inter-Library Loan system which 
can be both money- and time-consuming. There 
are, however, many photocopiers available and 
they are more than willing to consume all the 
money it will take to copy the sixty-page article 
you need for your research. 


The Multnomah County Public Library 

This is located at Tenth and Taylor, so take 
the #19 downtown and get off near Pioneer 
Courthouse Square. Walk west (up) past the 
Galleria to Tenth and south (left) to the library. 
The building itself is beautiful and fun to run 
around in. In order to check out books, you need 
a Multnomah County Library card. To obtain 
one, just take your Reed ID with you. 

This library has 719,000 volumes. There is 
agreat children’s library anda decentselection of 
popular fiction and mysteries, etc. In terms of 
study space there really isn’t much, although I 
personally recommend sitting on the benches 
just outside and reading ( thatis, ifthe sun decides 
to show its face). Call 248-5123 for hours. There 
is also a much closer branch up the Hill at 
Sixtieth and Woodstock. Books can be trans- 
ferred between any of the separate branches. 
This place is small, and study space is cramped. 
There also are many little children constantly 
present. The best time spent here would be 
listening in on one of the weekly children’s 
readings. 

Inter-Library Loan 
Okay, so after all of this you decide dealing 


A librarian uses a big filing cabinet 
called a card catalogue. 

In it there are drawers 

where she keeps cards 

that show where to find the books 
that are in the library. 
















with the outside world is too much for you. Well, © 
there is one more alternative—the Inter-Library e 
Loan system. This system makes it possible for 

you to get a book or a photocopy of a journal a. 
article from any other library in the U S of A. 
Through the ILL, students may obtain books for ° 
two to four weeks. A renewal can be arranged if 

you talk toa Reed librarian at least three working} wos 
days before the book is due. The ILL office is} @ 
located in the south reference room. You canleg 
pick up forms and your books and articles there, 0 
as well as ask questions about the system when 

the saintly worker is in. To use this system, you! gw 
must fill out a form for each item desired, make! ug 
sure to put your name on it, and sign the back. It) e 
usually takes around eleven days for the book to a. 
atrive, and you will get a note in your box 
informing you of its arrival. The ILL can get 
expensive because you must pay the overdue fee 3 
charged by the lending library. Some libraries o 
charge for photocopies, which is around fifteen oy 
cents a page with a minimum of five to ten 
dollars. Dissertations usually are purchased for 
around nineteen to twenty-five dollars. Before 
the library will order anything for which you will] Qe 
be billed, they ask for your approval (though if} 
you’re senior, you probably won't have to pay for! @ 
too much, you can even get your department to 0 
pay for things foryou). If the book isreturned late 
or is lost, it is your fault, not the library's, and you 
will be charged by the lending library. 

[hope that by now you realize that there are 
other resources for you to tap, and that it isn’t all 
that difficult to do so. The hardest part will be 
dragging yourself off campus, but that may also 
turn out to be one of the best parts. 
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Editors’ note: The following articles are, obviously, 
not of great relevance to new students (though it’s 
never too early to start planning for your future), 
but we thought that since such a great number of 
Reedies end up in graduate school (or dead or in 
prison), a few articles on how to get into and how to 
choose among graduate schools would be helpful. 
Tyler and David's article is about getting into Grad 
school, and how to improve your chances of getting 
in, while Van's is about how to choose among the 
schools who have accepted you. Simple, huh? Now 
that you have the knowledge, you've got the power. 
Ride the lightning. 


by David Autrey, ’89, and Tyler Nordgren, '91 


Well, graduate school is not your only 
option once you snag that diploma, but it’s one 
to bear in mind. So a few words to the 
wise for those who might care about 
trying out for grad school. 

Be forewamed that in the next few 
years, it’s going to be more difficult to 
get into graduate school. Across the 
board, the number of applicants is up 
about 10% to 15% on average and 
money is very tight. Of course, this is a 
generalization — if you are in the sci- 
ences or mathematics, you're in much 
better shape then if you're in a Hu- 
manities department. Not to malign 
the Humanities; it’s just that corporate 
sponsorship and government research 
is, at least at the graduate level, basi- 
cally only being given to people in the 
sciences these days. But don’t despair. 
There are a few steps you can take that 
will help you. 

First, it helps a tremendous 
amount to have a good Grade Point 
Average —around 3.4 andup. 1 know 
that for people who subscribe to the Reed ethos 
of learning for learning sake, this is heresy and 
damn the grades. More power to you. However 
that attitude will no longer get you into gradu- 
ate school, even with a Reed degree. 

Besides having agoodGPA, it’s important 
to get good recommendations, and not just from 
people in your department. Reed professors are 
very approachabke; I encourage everyone to go 
to a prof’s office and discuss issues with them, 
including your interest in graduate school. This 
will notonly help professors remember who you 
are, but their knowlege about their field might 
put you on track for finding the right school for 
your interest. Due to the links that any field 
provides, they also might be able to swing some 
influence your way. There have been Reed 
grads who have gotten amazing scholarships at 
respectable schools because their profs had some 
pull there. 

Now, finding the appropriate school can 
be very difficult. The first and foremost method 





Grad School: 


not to try is going to Reed’s Career Center. No 
one in the Center knows a damn thing about 
finding graduate schools or even their own sta- 
plers. Ask your professors about what they know. 
The ones who are actively writing or have just 
been on sabbatical are your best options; some 
professors have been out of circulation too long 
and don’t know where to find the program that’s 
best for your interest. 

There is no easy way to find a good graduate 
school. Some people like The Gorman Report, a 
statistical model that tells you, supposedly, who 
has the best programs for your designated major. 
However, the report does not in any way talk 
about the substance of a program and is conse- 
quently useless. Try reading some of the journals 
in your field. Find the people who are doing the 
work that excites you. This technique will 
give you about eight to tenschoolsthat have 
at least one professor that is doing the work 
that you like. You may be so enamored by 

this one person that their school’s program 
is suited for you. For 
some fields, like His- 
tory, this is fine — it 
is the individual spe- 
cialty you are look- 
ing for. Butremem- 
ber that others 
may havethesame 
idea and from sheer overcrowding, you 
may not be able to write your dissertation 
with Ms. or Mr. Right. You might try 
finding a program that has a few people 
who are in your area, regardless of the 
presence of a big name. Check with your 
profson whether you should be searching 
for a person or a program. 
In planning for the gradschool hunt, 
you might want to consider some kind of 
summer internship. Most people associate in- 
ternships with science programs, but there are 
also internships in congressional offices, newspa- 
pers, law firms, museums and other non-science 
fields. Usually these summer work programs are 
designed for juniors, with the occasional sopho- 
more selected for flavor. They look very good on 
any application. For information on these pro- 
grams, check the bulletin boards maintained by 
each department around campus (in Vollum, 
Eliot, or the science buildings). Also check with 
the chair of your department, as s/he is the one 
whoissent this information. Given your interest, 
the faculty of your department might be able to 
steer you to the ideal place. 

If at all possible, try for internships in, or 
offered by, places where you might conceivably 
want to go to grad school. Thisgivesyou achance 
to see what the atmosphere of the place is like, 
what the department is like, and if this is some 
place you might want to spend the next two to 
seven years. While at the school, talk to the profs 





and find out what are the other good schools in 
your proposed field are. Chances are, they will 
give you the top schools that everyone and his 
sister will be applying to; ask what the next best 
set of schools is. Don’t automatically rule these 
out 

Most importantly, realize that by working 
there at that school, you are getting your foot in 
the door to possible acceptance. When it comes 
right down to it, connections can be the key to 
getting where you want to go. A certain Physics 
major a few years ago was turned down by a top 
gtad school. He got on the phone to a prof he 
knew through an internship and did some plead- 
ing and a few weeks later the grad school sent 
him a letter explaining that he'd been accepted 
after all, the first letter was a mistake. 

Talk to your profs and find outwhatschools 
they went to or taught at before Reed. If you 
have any profs that you are on good terms with, 
and you're interested in a school or department 
that they went to or taught at, they can probably 

call and drop your 
name in fertile 


Getting In: 


do your re- 
search. Read 
the works of the professors, write them letters 
asking them questions, find out if they are to 
speak at a professional organization like the 
MLA or APA and go speak with them. If you 
haven't done so in an internship, go and visit 
the campus. Meet some graduate students and 
talk about how they are treated, e.g., are they 
over worked by their teaching load, does the 
administration of the school respect them or 
exploit them, or can they choose the classes 
that they teach? These issues can affect how 
pleasant your graduate experience will be. 

After having done your best to identify 
who will be reading your application and what — 
their biases are, write your personal statement. 
Craft it to the department, but be straightfor- 
ward. Graduate programs should be thought of 
as both matching your interests in the school 
and the school’s interests in you. Do not, unless 
you are very sure one way or the other, come 
down too hard on the teaching side or the 
research side of said dichotomy. This can seri- 
ously affect what people think of you. 

Lastly, if you do not get in, do not despair. 
First, time spent away from school is sometimes 
looked on favorably. Second, you can use time 
off to make yourself a more attractive candi- 
date. Try the so-called back-door method of 
entry. Go to a graduate school and take courses 
in a department other than the one you finally 
plan on being admitted to. Take a few classes, 
build up a graduate GPA, and try again. Time 
and some proof that you can hack graduate 
school can make you much more appealing. 


by Van Andrew Havig, '92 about this, some better than others. Obviously, 
you can just look at which schools have a reputa- 
tion for being good in your particular sub- 
field of interest within your discipline (ie. 
inorganic chemistry, twentieth century 
feminist history, laboreconomics). In gen- 
eral, this is quite a good way to make a 
decision, provided your information is based 
on the school’s department, and notonone 
particular professor in the department. 
Many peopke will tell you to find out where 
a particular professor in whose work you 
are interested is, and go to that school. [see 
accompanying article -arl] In general, this 
is a risky strategy. If said professor is really 
hot shit, chances are good that she may be 
a target for aquistion by another institu- 
tion. If so, you may apply to a particular 
school only to find out that your fantasy 
mentor has left just after you have ac- 
cepted a place at this professor's previous 
employer (by the way, departments do 
not usually give out this kind of informa- 
tion, especially to prospective students). 
If, however, aschool 
e has three or four profes- 
sors who rock your 
world, then youshould 


definitely think about 


with adilemma. Namely, some schools may offer 
you money, some may not. Warning #1: do not 
toss the schools that didn’t give you money, ® 
sometimes funding is just around the 
corner (I passed up three fine offers to 
pay to go to the U of Minnesota, but 
got funding after my first term). 9 
course, money is a necessity and you'll 
have to take it into account. I would 0 
definitely not recommend going to the © 
school that offers the most money. 
This is a short-sighted way to make a ® 
very importantdecision. Basically, you 


This article is for those of you who have 
already decided to go to graduate school, and 
more specifically, for those of you who are trying 
to decide which graduate school to attend. The 
intention of this article is not to tell you how to 
get into the school of your choice, but rather to 
tell you how to determine which grad school is 
actually the one with which you will groove the 
most. Basically, this is all information I wish I’d 
had when | was going through this process. 
Now that I have said info, | thought it would be 
a shame to keep it all to myself. Onward. 

those with funding and those without. 2 
Each of the applications in one pile 
should be given equal consideration. 
Let’s face it, $10,600 a year at Berkeley © 
sucks in comparison to $9800 a year at ~ 
Cornell. ” 
If you are getting funding offers, the 
schools will call you, sometimes at 8:00 s 
am. You have just become commodified, a 
and schools will compete to get you to| 3 
enroll. At first it’s flattering, then it’s just} @. 
aplain hass. However, it does give you an oppor- 
tunity to ask lots of important questions from a o 
position of power. But, whether or not they are 
calling you, the following questions should be 0 


Where to Apply 
I could be quite flippant here and tell you 
that you should only apply to schools which 
have a program in which you are interested, but 
there is an assumption made on even this glib 
statement. Since some people aren’t sure what 
type of program they want to get into, even this 
decision may be complicated. Basically, there 
are a lot more pro- gramsout there 
than you think. 
When I was a kid I 
thought that there 
were probably a 
dozen or so profes- 


}00YIS pels 


sions in the world (law, medi- 

cine, business, fire fighting, etc.), and it wasn’t 
until much later that I figured out all the things 
I could grow up and do. There are more gradu- 
ate programs than just the simple majors we 
have here, and about the only way | know of 
finding out about them is through the materials 
and resources in the Career advising office, your 
friends, and professors you like. I was pretty 
decisive in this area and am therefore not much 
help. I hope it’s enough that I tried. 

Once you know what you want, youshould 
probably get a good idea of your chances of 
getting into various schools. It sucks, but get 
yourself a transcript, wince, and look at your 
grades. Definitely talk to a professor you trust 
about your ranking in the greater world of 
potential graduate students, and force her to be 
honest about your chances of getting into vari- 
ous brackets of schools. Narrow the field this 
way, and be brutally honest with yourself. | 
knew someone who applied to probably adozen 
schools, all but about three unattainable for this 
student. This is a phenomenal waste of cash 
which could probably be better spent on some 
good beer. (Sadly, chances are good that the 
beer in your future locale will make you wish 
that you had done just that.) 

So now that you know what bracket is 
attainable (I know, it’s all been obvious up to 
this point), you have to figure outwhichschools 
make sense for you. There are many ways to go 


busting out the dusty 
old Smith-Corona. 

The next thing you should consider is the 
department-in-question’s approach to the disci- 
pline. Sadly, I can speak only in terms of eco- 
nomics, but for us there is the hardcore data 
crunching approach, the way-out-there theo- 
retical approach, the case study approach, etc., 
and various levels of mathematical rigor for each 
of these. You'll just have to figure out the various 
approaches for your discipline. Yet again, this 
best approach is to talk to faculty, particularly 
young faculty who have recently gotten out of 
gtad school. They usually can give you a break 
down of what various schools are like after you 
have completed the above preliminary elimina- 
tions. 

By now you should have your list down to a 
half dozen schools or so, and these should be the 
ones to which you apply. Again, be honest with 
yourself — even though you’ve been told all of 
you life that Harvard is the best grad school in 
such and such a discipline, it may just be that the 
University of Wisconsin will fit you like a glove 
and Harvard will just nag on your buzz, so don’t 
waste your money. Now isthe time toset the keys 
to your Selectric a’ flyin’. 


Where to Go 

So the waiting period is over, and the offers 
are rollin’ in like freight trains with stoned engi- 
neers: fast and furious. Hopefully, you'll be faced 


asked of every school you are at all serious about 
attending — this includes the schools that didn’t 
open the cash flow gates. Just pick up the hom 
and get it over with. 

Since money is a concern, you should defi- 
nitely ask all about funding. If you don’t have it 
now, what are the chances of getting it soon? 
How is second year and subsequent funding 
determined? What sort of funding options are 
there? Is it all teaching? All research? Some of 
both? Be aware, some schools fund no one the 
first year, and see how well you do. 

If the funding is as a teaching assistant, you 
should find out what the teaching load is. For 
example, undergraduate economics at the U of 
Minnesota is taught almost entirely by grad stu- 
dents. This means we choose the textbook, write 
the syllabus, write the exams, everything, and it 
takes an awful lot of your time. The same thing 
can happen with a research position. 

A related question to ask is how long most 
people stay in the program. This can give you a 
further idea of the teaching load you may face, as 
well as a good idea of the number of hoops you 
may be forced to jump through. Some of you 
eager types may be concerned about this more 
than I am. 

A good thing to ask about is how many first 
year students return for the second year. This is 
really not a retention/burn-out question, but 
rather an indirect way of asking whether or not 
the department tries to cull out the class. If you're 





your key to knowledge 
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told that half of the class leaves, expect your 
classmates to either be or turn into a bunch of 
hyper-competitive assholes. I think this would 
suck. I believe many Reedies would agree. Star 
this question. 

Culling isoften done through prelims, quals 
or whatever the school calls them. Ask about 
the pass rate, how many prelims you have to 
take, and how many chances you have to take 
them. Also, ask about how often the prelims in 
the subfields in which you are interested are 
taken (not offered, but actually taken by stu- 
dents). This gives you an excellent idea of how 
much emphasis the department places on each 
subfield. If no one has taken a certain prelim in 
a few years, chances are good that the classes 
which prepare you for the exam aren't offered, 
even though the schedule may claim that they 
are. 

I don’t know if any school will give this to 
you, but you should try to get a list of presently 
writing grad students and their advisors. Seeing 


how many people are working with certain pro- 
fessors is helpful, as it also shows you which 
professors are actually worked with. This is 
perhaps the most telling indicator of which areas 
of your discipline are emphasized at the school in 
question. If your dream mentor isnot on this list, 
be wary. If many students work with her, expect 
aline. Also, geta list of recent thesis titles — this 
you can get and it is a similar indicator. 

You might want to ask about working with 
other departments. Every school will probably 
tell you that it’s no problem, so ask how often it 
happens — this ismuch more useful information. 

Depressing as this may be, you should ask 
about the job market — particularly where re- 
cent graduates have been placed. If these sound 
like nifty places to work, this is clearly a good 
sign. 

One last thing to ask about — and I don’t 
think I'd have the guts to ask it — is the 
department's goals in the program. Do they want 
to turn out researchers or teachers? The signifi- 


cance should be clear. ‘This is also the time to as 
directly about the department's approach to the 
discipline — but expect a lot of academic poli- 
tics here, every department will be convinced 
that their approach is the only valid one. 

One last thing for those who are being 
tectuited. If someone calls you and you are out 
of questions but they insist on talking longer, 
talk about your thesis. You'll be able to babble 
about it for at least a good few minutes even 
though you may not want to, and it should draw 
out the conversation enough so that you can 
finally hang up. 

That's it. I hope this has been a help, and 
maybe y’all can be comfortable in your deci- 
sions. 


Van Havig, ‘92, is now attending the University of 


Minnesota in Minneapolis. They do way out theo- 
retical economics stuff there. 
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It's hard enough to get through statistics and Shakespeare 
without having to struggle with your finances, too. So give 
yourself a break. Check out the services First Interstate 
offers to college students. 

We'll show you how we can help you finance your edu- 
cation with our student loans. We'll find the checking plan 
that's right for your budget—like our Studentline Checking 
plan, which costs $4 a month for 12 checks and unlimited 
Day & Night Teller® machine usage. And we'll explain how 
we keep students’ hours with our Day & Night Teller 
machines that let you get cash whenever you need it. 

Stop in anytime during 
regular banking hours. We'll 
show you how First Interstate 
can give you the break 
you need. 
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HOLLY HART, ‘68, INVITES YOU TO; 


OLD WIVES‘ TALES 


1300 EAST BURNSIDE, PORTLAND 
238-0470 RESERVATIONS WELCOME 


Open Every Day 


MON-THURS 8AM - 10 PM 
FRIDAY 8 AM - 11 PM 


SATURDAY 9AM- 11 PM 
SUNDAY 9 AM - 10 PM 


MULTI-ETHNIC VEGETARIAN, CHICKEN, 
SEAFOOD MENU @ MODERATELY PRICED 
ESPRESSO @ BEER & WINE 
CHILDREN’S PLAYROOM e SALAD BAR 
EASY PARKING @ CENTRAL LOCATION 
BY CONVENTION CENTER 














The following is a compilation of opinions on the 
question of community at Reed from a variety of 
different perspectives. 


Stephen Arch, Professor of Biology 

The most common remark regarding com- 
munity I’ve heard at Reed College is that there is 
none. Remarkably, that assertion has yet to be- 
come true, despite the num- 
ber of 
timesit’s 
a: Remar 
made. 

There is 

community here; it just isn’t 

what some people want or what others imagine. 
In failing to locate community at Reed or in 
finding it inadequate, the critics are probably 
missing some crucial distinctions. Some people 
live at Reed — others do not. For some, Reed 
represents an all-consuming life; for others, Reed 
is a job. It is, perhaps, easy to see how the place 
where you live and spend most of your time is of 
the nature of a community, but other situations 
are not so obvious. Is Burger King a community? 
How about the Portland Parks Bureau? Actually, 
I think the fact is that they are communities. In 
fact, I think they are communities in exactly the 
same way that Reed is a community. They are 
corporate entities embodied by people who share 
a limited set of objectives and whose behavior, 
when related to corporate activities, is expected 
to be consistent with these objectives. 

I would like to think that the university 
environment issomehow different from either of 
the examples above, but it is pertinent to remem- 
ber that the “Reed Community” includes the 
Commons and the Physical Plant, among many 
other job locations and descriptions. “Students” 
and “Faculty” may be the most populated of these 
job descriptions but one is pressed to find an 
argument that says that this status in any way 
warrants reserving the definition of the nature 
and rules for the operations of community to 
these groups alone. If the most numerous among 
us are not thus privileged, then the community 
we must be seeking is the one that is most 
inclusive. This may not tur out to be the ideo- 
logically correct community by some people’s 
lights, but it will have an advantage in being both 
realisticand minimally oppressive. Unless we are 
teally trying to recover from “community” what 


wy |We rejected along with the ideologies of religion 


Alafair Burke, ’91 

“The Reed Community.” During my four 
years at Reed, I have heard and used that three- 
word combination again and again and again. 
Now, after graduation, 1 am being asked to to 
define Community and to decide whether or not 
one actually exists at Reed. Most would agree 
that at a very basic level we do have a Reed 
Community. I met a man at Stanford last year 


ks on Our 


who graduated from Reed before I had heard of it 
We graduated from different divisions, had non- 
intersecting circles of friends, had no mutual 
hobbies — but we talked and talked, about 
nothing really, and were able to do so because of 
a common experience, a common understand- 





pissy. Reedies need to learn thata little disagree- 
ment is healthy when approached honestly. In 
fact, weshould treasure what little diversity does 
exist at Reed. If we could just let the weight of 
the world fall from our shoulders, fire down a 
little, and talk to one other, we could have 
ourselves one really cool Community. It’s too 
bad we can’t bottle those Saturday-afternoon- 
downtown feelings, when a dispute over the 
tenure system is meaningless, and bring them 
back to Woodstock Blvd. 


Alexey Merz, 92 
“Any young person who isn'ta liberal hasn’t got 
aheart. Anyold person who isn’t aconservative 
hasn’t got a brain.” 
—Winston Churchill 


Oh, geez. You KNOW that the question of 
Kommunity is the ultimate Reed Rorshach Test. 
And you will view me as an old fart, having 
started in ‘85... (I’m not an Old Reedie, but I 


ing, acommon Community. To experience this play one on TV). 
phenomenon personally, go downtown this Sat- I guess I’ll start with a thesis: a commu- 
urday afternoon; suddenly every Reed face be- __nityisa group of 
comes not only familiar, but a people 
friend. with 
But there is e shared 
more to life than goals, val- 
== Community = 
noons and trips or back- 
to Palo Alto. In ground. 
our daily lives I count 


— in our classes, in our dorms, on the front lawn 
— there isno Reed Community. A Community 
needs not only a set of common interests or 
values, but must also have members who treat 
one another with respect and dignity in their 
pursuit of these common interests, and who also 
feel a sense of responsibility to the group as a 
whole. Reed’s small size and notable homogene- 
ity ensure that, for the most part, the members of 
its “Community” — the students, faculty, and 
staff — have common interests: liberal arts edu- 
cation, contributing to society, and so on. Of 
course, there are some disagreements among us: 
what curriculum provides the best education, 
what is most valuable to society, and so on. Part 
of what prevents Reed from being a Community 
is its handling of these disagreements: anony- 
mous attacks and backstabbings where there 
should be sincere dialogue, name-calling where 
there should be careful listening. Underlying this 
lack of dialogue and lack of respect for dissenting 


students and faculty as members of our commu- 
nity, but (mostly) not administrative staff. 1 
invite you to test this thesis by reading the other 
essays on Community in this section (as of this 
writing, I have not). My guess is that many are 
tinged with bitterness, disillusionment, and cyni- 
cism. 
I hope not. Reed too often provokes such 
reactions over time. We are certainly acommu- 
nity — we live and work and play together and 
hold certain (admittedly fuzzy) academic goals 
in common — but why does this place breed 
disillusionment? Is it just that all of the students 
are completely whacked out? 


“As youknow, Reed students often have serious 
problems (suicidal tendencies, psychotic epi- 
sodes, drug and alcohol abuse, mental and 
physical fatigue, sexual identity, deaths and 
divorces in the family, and the break up of 
intimate relationships) .” 





= |and ethnicity, we ought to be content with the opinion is the real Community-killer at Reed; —Dean of Students Jim Tederman 
recognition that the many groups of workers the fact that, for a significant portion of us, [Remarks to House Advisors, memoran- 
E (students, faculty, gardeners, Vice-Presidents, touchy egos and minor personality conflicts out- dum, 11/14/90] 


weigh any responsibility we feel to the people of 
Reed College. 

So are we stuck in this dismal state? Maybe 
not. Most of usdo have some sense of duty to this 
place; we just tend to forget about it when we're 


uy |ctc-)on the campus share the objectives of foster- 
c ing and participating in the processes of teaching 
@|and scholarship. That is community of interest 
© and community enough for me. 


Well, maybe it is the sort of people who 
come here. But there’s more to life at Reed than 
the psychotic episodes that plague so many ofus. 

Reed (the Institution) and reed (the com- 


munity) often disappoint us, especially when 
we glimpse this place’s potential. Standards are 
high and judgemenssare often harsh. A profes- 
sor told me this story: A student gets his first 
Hum. 110 paper back from his professor; the 
only commenton itis, “This is very nice paper. 
Why did you spoil it by writing all over it?” 

The same things that make Reed a terrific 
school can make ita terrible place to live. Ideas 
are serious business around here. It’s easy to 
forget that they’re often not very deeply rooted 
in reality. And you'll find that many reedies are 
a bit more sophisticated ideologically than 
they are at muddling through the swamp that 
is the reed body politic (in the broadest sense). 
Navigation here requires, first and foremost, a 
sense of what's happened before. 1 suggest 
reading the Handbook’s history section. You'll 
probably find that in many respects this place 
doesn’t meetyourexpectations. We have prob- 
lems (sexual harassment, for example) which 
are not being properly addressed. 

You may decide to do something about 
some (or all) of the problems you find here, but 
be forewarned — there seem to be exactly two 
positions on any given Reed issue: dogmatism 
and apathy. 


Dogmatists are unable to listen to positions 
other than their own; this stems from idealism 
(and often from peer pressure). Thus, they annoy 
the shit out of everyone who doesn’t agree with 
them, and set up political stalemates as reliably as 
congressmen get reelected. Cynicism and embit- 
terment usually follow as well. 

Apathetics mostly have opinions but are so 
sick of, or intimidated by, the dogmatists (whom 
they view as assholes) that they don’t involve 
themselves in Community issues. They have 


seen enough bullshit politics amongst dogmatists. 


to know with certainty (!) that nothing will be 
solved. They resign themselves to certain reali- 
ties which chafe at their peers, such as the fact 
that Reed’s Chairman of the Board, Don “Good 
Guy” Frisbee (like many other present and ex 
officio board members) has made his fortune 
directly from the rapacious exploitation of North- 
west ecosystems. Crash and burn, Don — and 
keep the cash flowing. 

I spend much of my time wallowing in apa- 
thy, these days. 

Problems at reed are made worse by acollec- 
tive inability to praise good work. Criticism is 
valued above all else here; acknowledgement is 


often too little and late. While this, in John| 
Tomsich’s words, “inculcates one with the! ® 
bitchiness needed to do well in grad school,” it] ® 
does not do much towards resolving real prob-| @, 
lems. Those few who can blend lofty ideals with 
hard-headed pragmatism (this often involves| @ 
being an asshole) have my lasting admiration.| © 
They get things done. They create more than| = 
they criticize. a 
This is a remarkable place. People mostly| ® 
learn a lothere; this is good. We are a community | 
with more incommon thannot, but that’seasy to| ® 
forget in the heat of an argument. We must 
remember that it is often easier to destroy a thing| “ 
than to create it We must try harder to be| ™ 
excellent to each other. And you mustn’t be e 
surprised when youare savagely criticized by your| = 
peers — we do it because we love you. Really. | ® 
= 
Francis Wiser, ’89 op 
I don’t want to engage in cheesey reminisc- 
ing about the Reed Community, but the fact] 3” 
remains: I met a lot of very interesting and} Q 
opinionated people, some of whom were even| 5 
worth a shit. These latter I count as friends, a. 
hopefully of the lifelong variety. The community 
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OREGON’S OLDEST & LARGEST FUTON MAKER & 


N O R T H W EST RETAILER IS OFFERING STUDENT DISCOUNTS $$$ 
FUTON COM PANY * We offer a 20% discount on regularly priced items 


to all students on any of our manufactured goods. 


* 6styles of futons ... wool, cotton, foam core, poly-cotton, 
Latex-wool, econoline 6” or 8”. 


%* Futon covers, pillow covers, fabric sold by the yard. 

* Pillows ... throw, neck, body, meditation, floor, bolsters. 
@ Lamps, Screens, Shades, Shelving Units. 

@ Complete apartment, dorm, home furnishings. 

@ All furniture unassembled for ease of moving. 
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itself, however fractured it may seem at times, 
does share arelaxed yet inquiring attitude, which 
I’ve always liked. 

If I were in an expansive mood | might even 
say that Reedies are kindred spirits on an intel- 
lectual quest, but we all know that’s an exaggera- 
tion. The bourgeous, overprivileged, dope-smok- 
ing, Volvo-driving, patchouli-wearing, Commie- 
whiner, pretentious nitwit quotient is too high. 
But! had a lot of fun, I’m proud that I survived it 
all and I find myself (gag) missing the whole 
scene. 






William Peck, Professor of Philosophy 

Yes, Reed is a community; and a particularly 
demanding one. We have high expectations of 
each other, and insist that we live up to them. For 
one thing, we demand of each other that we be a 
community. I can’t remember when it wasn’t 
that way, though the intensity level fluctuates. 
It’s not surprising that we don’t satisfy each other 
on the ideal of community, for two reasons. One 
is that there are well-known utopian overtones 
to the notion of community. Another is that 
there is a familiar penchantamong Reedies in the 
opposite direction. 

“Community” implies direct, face-to-face re- 
lations between people who live together and 
know each other personally. Real utopians de- 
mand that they be I-Thou relations, as in the 
ideal family. In contrast there is New York, IBM, 
and Enormous U., the kind of groups that have to 
run by rules laid down by lawyers and bureaucrats 
(“economists, sophisters, and calculators,” as 
Edmund Burke put it). 

As for Reed specifically — and realistically 
—one main problem with this ideal is that Reed 
students, at least (faculty and staff are more 
normal), tend to be more or less intense individu- 
alists, the sort of people who define themselves by 
separation and independence, resistance anddis- 
sent, people who demand their rights. That’s the 
modern world, full of lawyers. In a “real commu- 
nity,” there are no lawyers. (There are disputes, 
though, reality being what it is.) Since Reedies 
are commonly pulled in these conflicting direc- 
tions, we get the familiar phenomena here of 
collective individualism or anarchistic homoge- 


neity, or some other such oxymoron. In a Stu- 
dent Handbook of several years ago is a Reed 
Dialogue by Oliver Davis: 

“A: Now thatwe're friends, I have acouple of 
things to confess. 

B: Oh? 

A: First, I’m gay. 

B: Oh? 

A: Second, I’ve never read Hegel. 

B: Oh my God!” 

As luck would have it, Reed is an educational 
community, so we have something specific and 
relatively clear to bind us together — but not for 
too long. Unlike most communities, or other 
sorts of groups, the life of the mind comes first 
here, and we all know this as our common 
purpose. And most of us are transients. So we 
don’t have to be a family; we can just be a college. 
Hence our transience, hierarchy, paternalism, 
and a commitment to what socialists call univer- 
salistic norms. These are not the things com- 
monly most prized by modem utopian commu- 
nalists (though Plato and More might sympa- 
thize). But Reed is only a way station; and while 
we are here, most of us are learning to talk with 
strangers (Indian biologists, French philosophers). 
So the kid who arrives from Winesburg speaking 
only his native patois (by this time probably 
TVSpeak) is supposed to end getting e-mail from 
Asia. And the community she lives in is, first of 
all, the other communities in the computer cen- 
ter, the lab, the library. 

Meanwhile, back at the College, there is 
supposed to be a free exchange of ideas with a 
commitment to understanding. That is hard to 
learn and to sustain, and we're all prejudiced, 
more or less. What we're committed to by being 
here and being a community is face-to-face dia- 
logue. What kind of discourse is its opposite? 
There are two, themselves at opposite poles. One 
is dogmatic monologue (with its smell of coer- 
cion). The other is graffiti. 


Liz Abernethy, Secretary of Student Services 

I've been asked to address the questions, 
“What is Community” and “Is there a Commu- 
nity atReed?” In reading through previous Hand- 
books I've come across some great and not-so- 
great definitions. Several years ago Professor 





Doris Berkvam wrote an article wherein she 
stated that membersof the community are bound 
together forming a learning community, where 
students come to learn from professors and each 
other and professors come to teach and to con- 
tinue to learn. I cannot improve upon her defini- 
tion. I considered writing a idealistic treatise 
about the commitment of students and faculty to 
a serious academic enterprise, of the rich diver- 
sity of our community members, and of the 
common thread that is woven throughout the 
fabric of our community, the dedication to learn- 
ing and intellectual growth. These topics have 
been already addressed at length in various pub- 
lications about the College. I’ve decided, in- 
stead, to simply tell you what the Reed commu- 
nity means to me personally. 

While recognizing that intellectual growth is 
the primary and most important reason we are all 
here, we must not lose sight of the fact that there 
are other aspects of our personalities that must be 
nurtured in order for us to grow as healthy, 
responsible, caring members of society. I agree 
with the strictly academic interpretations of the 
word “community,” but I think there is an elu- 
sive, perhaps indefinable element that is missing 
from these definitions: the feeling or ‘spirit’ that 
exists within the community at Reed. Reed stu- 
dentsdevelop adeepsense of caring and commit- 
ment to one another as individuals that lasts far 
beyond their four years at the College; I believe 
this commitment toeachother forms the spirit of 
our community. This feeling is evident in the 
experience of a Reedie travelling in Japan and 
unexpectedly encountering the familiar face of 
someone she met in her first-year Hum class; it is 
evident in the happy shouts that echo through- 
out Eliot Hall in August as returning students 
greetone another; itisevident when we gather in 
May to celebrate the commencement of the 
senior class. For me personally, itis evident in the 
many warm relationships that I have developed 
with students, and in the tears that come to my 
eyes when a student has given mea Mother's Day 
card or a bouquet of flowers. This spirit of com- 
munity isalso evidentin the caring ways in which 
we support a community member who is in crisis. 

Yes, there is a community at Reed. I see the 
spirit of thiscommunity every day and itenriches 
my life. 








By Josh Flaherty, 95+ 


Leafing through the Student Handbooks from the last two years, I see 
that last year there was no “dorm life” article and the article from the year 
before sounds like it was written by Jim 
Tederman and edited by some nostalgic senior 
nerd reflecting fondly on all the “crazy” antics 
her dorm executed and which she no doubt 
took no part in. So I’m here to fill this educa- 
tional void with “the real story.” Having lived 
in Schok I, some might say that I have a biased 
and unnecessarily negative view of dorm life. 
may well be some truth to this assertion; spending a year in the BASE- 
MENT of Asylum block has without a doubt lent an air of cynicism to my 
dorm life outlook. But I hold no grudges. I’m willing to overlook (to a 
certain degree) the fact that there were no windows in our social room (the 
other side of the wall was underground), the fact that my “view” consisted 
of the West Parking Lot and a tree trunk (I stress the “trunk” aspect as my 
window was not high enough for me to determine whether or not the trunk 
led to any leafery), and even the fact that the building which was my 
residence bore an uncanny resemblance to Chicago housing projects (ifany 
of you are fans of Good Times, you know the ones I’m talking about). With 
this said, welcome to your dorm and to the wonderful world of dorm living. 
These are the times you'll hearken back to with teary eyes as you move on 
through your time at Reed and into the world beyond. (Most of the 
residents of campus housing are either freshmen or transfer students and 
thus the article will assume no prior Reed dorm experience.) So here it is, 
the real story: 

The Facilities. Your floor should come equipped with: a social room, at 
least one bathroom featuring state of the art toilets, showers and sinks, one 
or two dorm parents, and a pay phone and a campus phone. If any of these 
things are missing, fret not, you'll soon learn to love the ascetic lifestyle. 
The showers (at least in my dorm) have two friendly extras with which you 
may not be familiar, but will soon learn to appreciate and adore. The first 
is the built-in hot-cold/wake-up system. This is the shower’s attempt to take 
into account the fact that it’s eight in the morning and you went to bed at 
five and you need a little extra push to get you to Hum lecture. The shower 
automatically (and without warning) switches from boiling to ice-cold 
water in less than a second. This will keep you on your toes for the duration 
of your shower, leaving you feeling alive and ready to face the world. The 
second frill in the seemingly no-frill armosphere of the Reed dorm is the no- 
pressure/smell-fresh supplement. This is a demonstration of the shower’s 
pre-eminent concern for your social life. In this respect the shower departs 
from the mainstream of cleansing facilities by restricting its water pressure 
to a dribble. Although seemingly a drawback, this is truly an advantage. 
Because there is virtually NO water pressure, it ismext to impossible to rinse 
the soap from your flesh completely. This means that you are now able to 
stretch the period between your showers almost indefinitely. There will 
always be a certain amount of soap residue on your body; all you need to do 
is to step out into the rain (which there is no lack of in our pleasantly moist 
area of the country) and you instantly have enough lather to get you 
through another day and still be able to get within a few feet of your friends 
without your funk completely offending them . 

The Room. There isn’t much to say about the rooms because there isn’t 
much to the rooms. I would suggest decorating your room by at least putting 
something on the walls. Trust me, the utilitarian “less is more” ideal of 
beauty gets real old real quick. (My choice to use improper grammar here 
is a stylistic one and | request no comments on the subject.) Most of the 
rooms are divided doubles, which means you can hear and oftentimes smell 
everything your roommate does — you just won’t be able to see him or her. 
If you think you got the deal by snatching up the bigger outside room, you 


Dorm Life 
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may be right, but don’t count on having an active sex life without the 
involvement of all of your dormies and their friends. Unless your roommate 
is a friendless Trekkie cretin, the path from the hallway to the inside room 
will become a freeway whose rush hours are somewhere between the hours 
of one and four a.m. 

Dramatis Personze. Of course every dorm isdifferent and 
the residents of your dorm are all unique 
stereotype-defying individuals, but my 


are presentin almostall healthy and active 
residence halls: 

1)Dorm Parent(s) Obviously this person should exist on your floor and 
if (s)he doesn’t, consult the Facilities section of the article. This individual 
is here to help you adjust to your new life, find your way around the campus, 
and settle into the Reed community. I suppose it is quite possible that (s)he 
will do all of these things. Butdon’tcounton it. This is Reed, you're on your 
own. (The dorm parent is a good person to hit up for money for pizza late 
at night; they have a secret stash of money they furtively refer to as “dorm 
funds.”) 

2)Resident Drug Supplier These are the ones who are willing to hitch- 
hike to Eugene and back to get an ounce of pot. Depending on their ability, 
they can supply you with anything from marijuana to ecstasy (the quality 
of which has been the source of heated debate) to cocaine. If they're nice, 
your resident drug supplier will share generously; ifnot, you'll end up getting 
charged 70 bucks an eighth. If drugs are of great importance to you (and 
they are by no means a necessary component of a happy Reed life), identify 
and get in touch with these people early on in the year. Inevitably there is 
one dorm which somehow manages to corner the market on this category 
of dormie. Be wary of thisdorm, it tends to also have more than its fair share 
of the third category, 

3)Resident Freak This person is, for the most part, very nice and 
telatively harmless. They are the source of endless entertainment and 
should be held in high regard. However, do not, repeat DO NOT, attempt 
to emulate them in any way. Their lifestyle is the result of endless 
refinement and years of social mishap and is not something which can be 
mimicked. This person is often also the resident drug supplier; in the case 
of my dorm he was our dorm dad. As with the second category, some dorms 
(Griffin and Sisson in the '91-'92 year) end up with a disproportionate 
number of this type. 

4)Resident Upperclassman/Mentor In the absence of an effective dorm 
parent, this personcan serve the same purpose. If (s)he isover 21, (s)he can 
serve other obvious purposes. (Warning: If this person is in his or her third 
or fourth year and has never lived off campus, be wary.) 

5)Resident Hyypersocialite This is the one who seems to be mistakenly 
under the impression that the rest of his or her dorm is keeping a tally of the 
number of upperclassmen friends each resident of the dorm has. Deter- 
mined to be at the top of the list, this person will make a habit of name- 
dropping as many “coolie” names as possible. Stay away from this person, 
no doubt all of the upperclassmen whose names are mentioned either don’t 
know your dormie or can’t stand him/her. 

6)Resident Homebody/ Homebodies These are the people whose entire 
social circle consists of other dormies and thus rarely leave the dorm for 
social purposes. The fact that you never see them at parties (outside of the 
ones in your own dorm) may seem a bit strange at first but you'll soon come 
to appreciate the fact that there is always someone hanging out in your 
social room for you to exaggerate your social exploits to after a less-than- 
exciting evening. 

Dorm Community. It is important for your dorm to have a sense of| 
community if the time spent in your dorm is to be pleasant. A common 
purpose is helpful. For a while, my dorm bonded on the mere shittiness of 
our surroundings. Unfortunately, by about the beginning of second semes- 
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ter this seemingly flawless bond began to fall 
apart. Nature abhors a vacuum, so we quickly 
found a new common bond. More precisely, we 
found a common enemy. This person is an op- 
tional stock character bearing the title Resident 
Hated One. She became the focus of endless 
academic, personal, and sexual slander (mostly 
sexual). In a bizarre effort to promote some sense 
of dorm unity and provide an opportunity for the 
dorm residents to voice their opinions, our dorm 
dad affixed a large white sheetof paper to writeon 
in each of the toilets. Whatever his noble inten- 
tions, our dorm dad’s plan was acomplete failure. 
The paper became nothing more than an outlet 
for the dorm residents to probe deeply into the 
sexual habits of the resident hated one. (The 
strange part was the unabashed honesty with 
which she answered these questions.) 





Tips. With an entire floor at your disposal, 
there is a lot you and your dormies can do for fun. 
Forinstance,a common pet, keg parties, and wild 
orgies are only some of the activities my dorm 
took part in to keep itself entertained. One night 
my roommate and another dormie filled a cookie 
tin lid with lighter fluid and lit it on fire in the 
middle of our social room. Nothing like a little 
good clean fun! If you wish your dorm to be a 
happy place, it is of utmost importance that you 
and your dormies vote allow smoking in the 
dorm. (Ignore the whiner who claims that (s)he 
can’t be around cigarette smoke or (s)he’ll die or 
explode or whatever. If an asthmatic with an 
allergy to cigarette smoke such as myself can 
smoke a pack a day for two years, your dormie can 
deal. Besides, those kinds of people always suck 
anyway and they'll probably end up dropping out 


before the end of first quarter.) 
So have fun in your new home but be 
smart about it. Have some respect for your dorm, 
not out of any silly respect for the school or the 
Honor Principle but simply because you don’t 
wanttoend upwith a $1000+ damages bill. (The 
cookie tin bonfire was funny but it left a circular 
burn necessitating the replacement of the entire 
carpeting in our social room. Also, have some 
respect for the person who cleans your dorm and 
try not to let it get too disgusting. These people 
do work for a living. Go crazy. Anarchy rules. 


Josh Flaherty hopes to be a famous guitar player 
some day, 
rather than the infamous one he is at present. 





By Matt Giraud, ’85 


For my money, this is the bottom line about 
the why of the Paradox Café: Mike Magrath 
(’84) and I started the Paradox because we 
thought it was high time 
the student body had a 
place to call its own, 
free from Eliot Hall's 
bureaucracy, politics, 
interior design, and 
taste in java. In an era of increased admin- 
istrative controland acorresponding decrease in 
character, we thought Reed needed a space to 
manifest its peculiar essence, one place you 
could point to that could not have happened 
anywhere else but here. Within those param- 
eters, I think the Café has succeeded. 

Like too few things in life, the Paradox Café 
was born on beer-soaked napkins at the Lutz 
Tavern in the dog days of 1985. Before we closed 
our doors on our first year, we waded through 
general apathy brightened by pockets of un- 
abashed support; budgets that made us envious 
of shoestrings, the disparate agendas of on- and 
off-campus heavies, and one or two really great 
parties. For all that juggling, it had damn well 
better still be going strong. 

One of the best things about the Café — 
especially in that first year—was that itscammed 
just about everything. From barter to trade labor 
to mad offers of credit, we did it all on next to 
nothing. We used home coffee machines which 
were on sale; we conned a friend out of a slab of 
cedar and built a movable bar, so that the entire 
Café could be changed into an art gallery at a 
moment's notice; we borrowed a stereo from 
another friend on leave; we struck a deal with 
the Quest editors for free ad space. So the Café is 
also a tribute to the beauty of the Scam. 

Three people were instrumental in the idea 


of the Café in the first place: Mike Magrath, 


Paradox 


myself, and Holly O’Neil (’86). Rebounding off 
a conversation with Holly in late July, we pro- 
posed an art gallery and café in what was then the 
Student Art Gallery, a space rarely used except 
for the odd exhibit and band rehearsal. On con- 
dition that profits be cycled 
through the S.U. De- 
preciation Fund, 
Holly underwrote 
and threw her 
weight behind our 
initial efforts, to her everlasting glory. 

So in early August, we began to strip the 
windows, build a bar, and hit Goodwill for old 
school-desks and chairs. The windows took for- 
ever and, combined with the myriad other details 
starting a business entails, we were still getting it 
together when we opened three weeks later for 
O-Week. 

Lots of other people helped along the way. 
Michael Donnally (’88) bought our first Gaggia, 
which kept sputtering away for almost two years. 
Eric Shawn at the Physical Plant gave us paint 
and a refrigerator. Richard Crandall (’69) tipped 
us generously and underwrote the Richard 
Crandall Memorial Track Lights, still stretching 
along the ceiling. And there were the die hards 
who helped us scrub the Café toa dull shine until 
4 a.m. the night before a health inspection. 

After the prep work, the hardest thing about 
starting the Paradox was finding a name for the 
damn thing. We bandied hundreds of names 
about, settling all too soon on the ignominious, 
if cute, Frisky Bean. The name quickly devolved 
into the Risky Butthole, which in turn begat — 
you saw it coming, I know — Buttugli Ristorante. 
The Café Nom du Jour, the Café Onassis, and 
Einstein's Bong all basked in appellative glory 
until one day — Business License day — we came 
up with Paradox Café. Oh, and there was also 
that vision from God... 

Despite our best intentions, the Café didn’t 


take off right away. In fact, it wasn’t until its 
second year that it made any real money. Many 
cynical — and let’s face it, conservative — elder 
Reedies poo-pooed the idea, and the freshmen 
seemed to feel it was a club from which they were 
somehow excluded. After the Café was around 
for a while, its novelty wore off, which allowed 
the elders to reinterpret it as their own and ratify 
this change in their environment. From then on, 
it was cake. 

When we started it, we had pretty definite 
ideas about what the Paradox could and should 
be, and that’s more important to pass on than 
mere tidbits of history. 

We felt first that the Reed student body 
needed a focusing point. One of the prime objec- 
tives of the Sudent Union's manager, Holly 
O'Neil, in funding us was to get more people into 
the S.U.; until then, a lot of people felt they were 
walking through someone else’s house. For our 
part, we thought Reed needed a place that could 
be no place else but Reed. Now that the beautiful 
oldentrance to the library has been replaced with 
a Howard Johnson’s reservations desk, and con- 
sidering the sterility of the PFM Coffeeshop, 
Commons, and thatnumbing Vend-O-Matacross 
from the new entrance, Reed really needs some- 
thing that’s funky and real. 

Along those lines, we wanted a student-run, 
autonomous organization that recycled money 
back into the community, instead of out into the 
coffers of some acronymous corporation (and do 
we really know what SAGA stood for?). In this 
way, the Café was a tool to underwrite anything 
that improved the uniqueness and quality of life 
at Reed. To that end, westartedasmall nightclub 
on Friday nights featuring student musicians and 
comedians; we provided a forum in which stu- 
dent art could finally be seen and appreciated; we 
threw the first and now unstoppable spring for- 
mal; we underwrote presentations by a few se- 


niors on their theses; and dug up an old cult TV 





series -The Prisoner — and showed it. The possi- 
bilities are endless. 

From the first window scraping, the Café 
took a lotof personal initiative. Perhaps the only 
reason itworked was that was that it was notdone 
by committee like everything else at Reed. We 
pushed through our agenda while trying to at 
least glance at everyone else's. That’s why we set 
up the by-laws and organizational structure the 
way we did, to preserve that emphasis on per- 
sonal initiative, balanced with accountability. 
While we admired the idea of a collective more 
than the kind of oligarchic democracy we pro- 
posed, we didn’t think consensus theory was 
worth banking on. Even during our short stay at 
Reed, we'd seen the Bookstore co-op go down, 
the student-run coffeshop collapse under em- 
bezzlement and mismanagement, and numerous 
other collectives fall into disrepair as parts, tools, 
or manpower disappeared. Since the Café was an 
organization at least partially accountable to 
outside forces like the federal and county au- 
thorities, it didn’t seem worth gambling the 
future of the business on Reedie flakiness. 

Don’t get us wrong: the idea of the Café is 
that itcan and should change if the student body 
wants it to. That’s why we started the damn 
thing, and we enthusiastically support your right 
to change its organization. But for the sake of the 
eternal life of the Café, please weigh the options 
calmly and logically, and keep in mind both that 
it’s survived this far and that your good influence 
will be gone in less than four years. What then? 

A lotisgoing to go down in the next few years 
that directly effects the future to the café, not the 
least of which is the proposed remodeling of the 
S.U. Here’s our two cents, which you're welcome 
to take or leave. 

1. Don’t give up any autonomy to the Insti- 
tute, if you can help it. The magical thing about 
the Café is through it students recreate the soul 
of the place year after year, unfettered by admin- 





istrative bureaucracy and politics. This is not 
necessarily to bad-mouth the Administration, 
since a valiant few of them helped us push 
through the Café in the first place. It’s just that 
the interests of the Institute where Reed charac- 
ter is concerned can never wholly align with 
those of the student body. 

2. Don’t give anyone an excuse to shut it 
down. Ifsomeone upstairs wants to wipe out what 
the Café represents and does, then make them do 
it for that reason alone (and then fight it), and 
not under the pretext of, say, health violations. 
Play by the rules, keep the Café clean, get every- 
one a food handler’s card, make sure the payroll 
and other paperwork are airtight and on time. 
Last but not least, always consider the interests 
and perspectives of Eliot Hall, which has ulti- 
mate authority, however much we might fool 
ourselves. 

3. Ultimately, break the back of that wretched 
food-service contract and start making some real 
food at the Café. Perhaps agree with PFM not to 
offer certain kinds of food, a compromise which 
will make PFM more amenable to change. Ima- 
gine light, simple lunches and dinners, with 
organic materials; truly ethnic foods; home fries 
and scrambled eggs unencumbered with plastics! 
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4. Most importantly, make sure Café manag- 
ers and students are involved in the remodeling 
of the S.U. every step of the way: no more airport 
lounges! Try to do as much of the Café remodel- 
ing as you can. Why not propose that the college 
handle the shell and you take care of the design, 
construction, and ambience of the interior? We 
always wanted to build a greenhouse extension 
off the current location, and a wall of eclectic 
reference materials. In any case, make sure the 
Café has lots of light and ventilation with bigger, 
double-paned windows. And make sure it bal- 
ances well with the greater Soudent Union com- 
plex. 

In general, take the responsibility on your- 
selves ~ and underwrite it with Café and student 
body funds and elbow grease — because that truly 
makes ityours. The Café was built to be your baby 
until the end of the American liberal-arts educa- 
tion, no matter what idiot is pouring your coffee, 
so make it your business to keep it that way. 

We're also always available for input. We're 
in the Reed Book. 

Enjoy. 


Matt Giraud graduated in English and currently 
runs Graphion, a graphic design company in Port- 
land. 
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product knowledge 


Now open in Beaverton! 


Downtown Store: 902 SW Yamhill Portland, OR 503.223.3724 
Beaverton Store: 2710 Cedar Hills Blvd. {in Walker Ctr} 503.646.9347 
Store Hours: Monday-Saturday 9:00-6:30. Sunday 1 2:00-5:00 
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Cafe Command- 
ments 


Let's start this off with a hypothetical 
scenario: it’s late at night and you are 
looking for a hot cup of coffee or a shot of 
espresso so that you can get your reading 
done, but it appears that everything on 
campus is closed. Wrong! If it’s before one 
a.m. there is still one place in which youcan 
fill your gullet with seething hot liquids and 
generally relax—the Paradox Café, located 
in the south end of the Student Union. 
Now in this hypothetical scenario you’ve 
alsoheard that the Paradox Café is mortally 
intimidating and that first year students are 
shot upon entering. What do you do? First 
of all you should realize that the Café is not 
nearly as scary as some people would have 
you believe. It can be a genuinely great 
place to hang out, read, talk toa friend and 
listen to music. But there is no denying 
that, like everything at Reed, itistaintedby 
stress-induced bitterness. But merely by 
reading and following these helpful hints 
you will have the unique advantage of 
being less likely to upset someone to the 
point of rupture. Here goes... 

Having served as both civilian and 
employee of the Paradox Café, I feel par- 
ticularly qualified to bitch and moan about 
the problems that arise in this black hole of 
bile and caffeine. Basically, this should 
function to enlighten you and provide a 
vehicle for me to assuage my tendency 
when bored toward deep-seated loathings 
of the student body in its entirety. These 
suggestions should be able to help both 
employees and customers do their job bet- 
ter. Now don’t get me wrong—Café em- 
ployee surliness and customer idiocy and 
vulnerability are some of the qualities that 
make the Paradox the place we’ve all come 
to love, but lets try to make the experience 
quicker and easier. Besides there are plenty 
of better people to take your aggressions out 
upon, like Marilyn Kierstead and the 
Registrar’s office (These people deserve 


Sally Bachner 


| your aggression no more than us, but hell, 
> they’re adults so they’re more fun to piss 


c 
© 
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Commandments, let’s consider these eti- 
quette points sacred enough to qualify as 
commandments, only to be broken with 
serious consequences considered. 






1. Tipping: This is the central tenet of Café etiquette since your failure to comply will provide 
you, the customer, with intense feelings of alienation and loneliness without even the pimpliest of 
shoulders to cry on. Hell, it may even affect your sex life. Everybody hates an inconsiderate cheapskate. 
Closely linked to the issue of tipping is the issue ofespresso drinks—which includes hot chocolate, Café 
Au Lait, and Café Au Chocolat—since all of these require plenty of muscle and skill (read: work). If 
you order an espresso drink you have a direct obligation to tip since it means that someone will be 
working hard to keep you awake or contentor both. It also takes the worker away from other customers, 
forcing them to work harder to catch up. After all, if you’ve got expensive enough tastes to want a 
cappuccino, and a wallet fat enough to get it, you can spare a goddamn dime (or quarter). Most workers, 
including myself, have incredible memories for faces, and hold Olympian-sized grudges against that 
rude individual who ordered three hot chocolates and didn’t give you a dime when they came to him 
hot, frothy, and lovely to behold. For some ungodly reason, the biggest tippers seem to be those nice 
unobtrusive hippies who meekly ask for some hot water for their ten-year-old tea bag. Tip, Tip, Tip! 
Most people work in the Cafe because they need money, not because they like being treated like you 
personal doormat. 

2. For this one I will shamelessly quote Bram without his permission: “Try to make the between- 
class lines [and evening rushes] flow as smoothly as possible. This means don’t order two triple 
mochas when the line extends clear to the mailroom unless you are prepared to tip at least 50% and 
make all your fellow students late to class... Don’tbe indecisive. Pay attention and react promptly when 
its your turn to order. The long wait does not mean that you are getting bad service.” In fact, these long 
waits are called rushes and they are due to the fact that everyone wants caffeine at the same time. 

3. If you want tea, take the jar of the kind you want and bring it to the counter. This is easy 
to do. Easier for you since you don’t have customers to help, and will inevitably pass by the tea rack 
on your way to the counter anyway. Often there isa crouching employee making coffee which provides 
an obstacle between the person helping you and your desired tea. Even if there is not, do it anyway. 
Period. 

4. The employees are not hiding the baked goods from you. If we have any, you'll be the first 
to know about it. I repeat, if you don’t see any baked goods, there simply aren’t any. Stop whining— 
it’s not their fault and they are not your mother. 

5. Espresso/Espresso Machine Drinks: As stated in the Tipping section, Espresso drinks include 
Espresso, Mochas, Lattés, Cappuccinos, Café Au Lait, Café Au Chocolat and Hot Chocolate. All of 
these require either espresso or steamed milk. If someone ahead of you in line is ordering something 
that has either espresso, steamed milk or both in common with what you want, tell the employee what 
you will be ordering so that they can do it all at once if feasible. This is more efficient and less time- 
consuming. And if someone in line bitches at you for ordering out of tum, tell them to read this article, 
or to fuck off, depending upon your mood. The worker will appreciate it, and in turn will make your 
drink nice ‘n’ tasty. 

6. Bring your own cup: It'll ease your guilty conscience, save trees, prevent messes in the S.U., 
and save you ten whole cents. But, DON’T bring in those thin waxy cups that melt as soon as they 
contact hot liquids, AND DON'T ask the worker to rinse out your germ-laden, fetid receptacle. There 
is a bathroom with a sink right outside the Café. 

7. Gum costs five cents a stick. To put it get another way, it is not free so pay for it. 

8. There is no smoking in the Café. 

9. Employees can, and most likely will be as rude to you as they like without fear of reprimand 
from their employers. This is tradition and I couldn’t change it even if wanted to. They have to work 
hard, but they don’t have to do it with a smile. Hence the need for etiquette which minimizes 
antagonism. It is likely that if you follow these steps no one will let out a caustic peep at you. They may 
be obnoxious, but certainly not cruel. Now of course, if someone is rude to you for no good reason, feel 
free to be rude back. But remember, no matter how wrong they are they can still refuse to serve you. 
I know, I know—life’s unfair. Cry me a river. 

10. TEABALLS: We haven't figured out a system yet but hopefully we will If you are a returning 
student you know all about it. Until then, under penalty of death, don’t take teaballs out of the Café 
for any reason. People forget about them, lose them, and steal them. It’sshameful. We cannot continue 
to go through tens of teaballs a month. It could eventually cause a hike in tea prices. 

11. After all this, I must request that you to patronize the Paradox Café. Despite how scary I’ve 
made it sound, the Paradox can be a fun, relaxing, friendly place and it serves the best and blackest 
coffee on campus. You are amemberof this exclusive club merely by being part of the community. This 
means all students, faculty, administration and employees. Also, bring your parents here. The Café is 
a very special elements of campus life at Reed. Its also completely student run with the hard work of 
both employees and managers, which should make you proud and happy. The Café also serves as a 
student Art Gallery with displays that change approximately every two weeks. And if all of this wasn’t 
enough, we also reinvest portion ofour revenue in the spring to throw a huge party, commonly known 





as the Spring Formal. In the end, you might as well try it because the Coffee Shop stinks. And if all else fails with this list of etiquette, remember what 


A 


will become more and more obvious as you attend Reed—antagonism is the backbone of the community, whether we like it or not. So just think of the @ 


Paradox as one beautiful microcosmic version of Reed. And don’t worry, workers get their end of the etiquette stick during training. 


A Brief Description of the Specialty Drinks: 
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Coffee of the Week: This is a specialty coffee which costs five cents more than the House Blend, providing a relief from the regular which you 


may be bored of, orsimply dislike. Generally, our House Blend has a higher caffeine content, but Coffee of the Week gives you an opportunity to broaden 


your coffee horizons and discover your personal preferences. 


Café Au Lait: A mixture of coffee, steamed milk, and foamed milk. The ratio is generally set at equal parts of coffee and milk but can be adjusted 


to suit the customer's preference. 


Café Au Chocolat: The same as a Café Au Lait but with two scoops of sweetened cocoa. 
Steamed Milk: Pretty self-explanatory. It is really good with honey and nutmeg. 


Espresso: This is a small shot of strong coffee-like liquid which is extracted on the spot by forcing hot water under pressure through finely ground, 
tightly packed espresso beans. Espresso, and all drinks made with it, comes with the choice ofa single or a double which refers not to the size of the drink, 


but to the amount of espresso in it. 


Latté: A mixture of espresso, steamed milk, and a dollop of foamed milk. 


Cappuccino: A mixture of espresso and foamed milk with a little bit of steamed milk if you so desire it. 


Mocha: A Latté with two scoops of sweetened cocoa. 


By Alicia McMillen, 92 and Quin Murphy, 
93 


You've been wandering around campus look- 
ing for cool places to hang out and casually meet 
people while you pretend to read the Iliad. You 
wonder where you can 
geta great cupof coffee 
and just one cigarette 
(you promised yourself 
that you would quit when 
you got to college). Then, 
suddenly, it hits you like the Enlightenment — 
the Student Union. You've heard those-in-the- 
know make reference to social appointments in 
the S.U. and you’ve seen students sunning them- 
selves on the porch by the bookstore, not to 
mention all those coffee cups with the kinky 
maroon leaf design. Pay attention to the few 
guidelines enumerated below, and all the plea- 
sure of the S.U. will be yours. 

The Suent Union is, literally, the center of 
campus. Located between Eliot, Old Dorm Block, 
and Commons, it is a difficult space to avoid if 
you want to get anywhere on campus. But, why 
avoid it when you can get coffee inside at the 
Paradox, food around the corner at the Coffee 
Shop, and your mail right downstairs. The S.U. 
also serves as home to many student organiza- 
tions. The Quest, the President’s Office, and the 
darkroom can be found on the south side of the 
porch. The offices of the Treasurer, the KRRC 
staff, and the Renn Fayre/Paideia people are on 
the second floor, behind the South balcony. 
(Ssssh...the S.U. Manager’s apartment is back 
here as well so be considerate when using this 
hallway and don’t go trying doors without knock- 
ing.) In the north balcony you campers will find 
the Backpack Co-op and the oh-so-useful Tool 
Co-op. The hours of available entry to these 
resources are posted on the door in the back wall. 


Knock yourselves out. These are the more formal 


activities and functions that abound within the 
walls of this high-ceilinged zoo. 

The most important thing to remember about 
the S.U. is that it is the last vestige of student- 
centered space on campus. That's right — this 
building is run for and by students. This is no 

flippant pseudo-descrip- 


tive remark I’m making 

here. The truth of it is 

eC that your student body 
money isthe only thing 


that keeps the S.U. a 
decent, comfortable place to hang out, study, 
drink coffee, and play the idealistic, cynical intel- 
lectual. We are financially independent from the 
rest of this here institution of higher education, 
so... anything goes. Well, there are a couple of 
tules. 

1. Nocanned music in the S.U. (This way no 
one has to listen to whatever groovy-tune choice 
you make and you don’t have to listen to theirs.) 

2. No skate-boarding, bicycle-riding, or 
toller-derbying on the floor. THIS IS REALLY 
KEY, FOLKS, BECAUSE WE JUST THIS 
VERY SUMMER OF ‘92 GOT THE FLOORS 
REFINISHED AND NOW THEY ARE 
BEAUTIFUL-PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE 


3. When moving furniture (which you may 
do at anytime) carry it, do NOT drag it — for a 
Teason, see #2. 

4. Now, this is really important for all you go- 
getters out there. If you want to schedule some 
type of happening in the S.U. you absolutely 
must speak with the S.U. Manager, who is in 
charge of scheduling — and this year’s winner is 
the handsome and talented Morgan O'Toole 
who can be reached at x532. The co-manager 
this year is the beautiful and talented Mary 
Roberts. She will also be available for informa- 
tion regarding the S.U. 

The main rule in the S.U. is: use your high- 


suopnsys 2B ajo. 


scoring common sense guided by the chivalrous 
code of the HONOR PRINCIPLE when decid- 
ing how to deal with situations. O.K., so you’ve 
heard of the Honor Principle and you've been| 3 
dying for an opportunity to apply it —here’s your} Q. 
chance. You can do whatever your thing is, as| g 
long as you are considerate of others who are © 
busy trying to do their own thing right next to 
you. This means when you want a smoke, open a 
window near you; this way the person next to 
you, who doesn’t want to smoke, doesn’t have to. 
This means if you want to play piano, don’t 
torture the people studying in the balconies for 
hourson end with Chopsticks. This means if you 
want to study in the balconies, don’t needlessly 
harsh on the buzz of the main floor. The place is 
for EVERYONE. 

Now that you get the gist, there’s one more 
thing you should know. It is very hard to keep 
the building in shape. The people you see clean- 
ing up trash all the time are other students just 
like you, except that they have to pick up your 
crap when youdon’tdo it yourself. This may seem 
reasonable to some collegiate brats who are used 
to the idea of maids, but we all know that you! 
aren’t like that. So, when you come into the zoo 


ny 


and Coffee Shop plates away. (!!!!!!!) Help a 
cleaner move the furniture. Do whatever, but get 
involved with the space ‘cause it is just as much 
yours as anybody else’s. 


understand that a complete recov- 
ery is unlikely, in any event. 
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“The Quest is (or should be) a community news- 
paper. It is not (or should not be) an artistic 
plaything for its editor(s), a humor magazine, a 
tumor mill, or a 16 page letters to the editor 
column.” 








—Spring ‘79 


Quest Editor write-in candidate Chris Lowe 


“Dear asshole: You're an asshole. Sincerely, 
Another Asshole.” 

— Brett Fetzer describing the format of all letters 
to the Quest, as quoted by William Abernathy in 
the Quest. 


The Quest 
By Chris Lydgate, '93 


If any single artifact can cap- 


ture the moody, pun- 


gent essence of the 

Reed community, it 

would have to be the G 
Quest. Actually,I could 


make a good argument 

for a provocative roll of 

negatives rumored to be in the 
possession of a former Handbook editor, but only 
at the risk of a nasty libel suit. Of these two 
alternatives, however, only the Quest has proven 
its staying power. The Quest has irritated, dis- 
gusted, bored, entertained, provoked, and occa- 
sionally even informed the Reed community 
ever since 1913. Presidents come and go, empires 
crumble into dust, but — defying common sense 
and common standards of decency — the Quest 
endures. 

Some people would say that the Quest has 
“evolved” through the years, but this gives a false 
impression of progress. Rather, it has lurched 
from one form to another, struggling to fulfill the 
various — and contradictory — roles demanded 
of it. This struggle has been a strain on the Quest, 
and as a result itsuffers from asort of institutional 
schizophrenia. You can never really tell what it 
will do next; the paper has in the past emulated 
the Wall Street Journal, the Revolutionary Worker, 
Rolling Stone, Screw, and the Sellwood Bee - 


sometimes in the same issue. 


The Past 

The Quest has what might be kindly called 
a “checkered past.” In the beginning, it was a 
beacon of journalistic responsibility; its editors 
w employed the sort of pseudo-sophisticated dry 
= |wit and roundabout way of writing that still 
survives in aging collegians like George F. Will. 
E At various points in its history, the Quest sup- 
ported the relocation of Japanese-Americans, 
advocated firebombing the corporate offices of 
| AT&T, ran Chesterfield advertisements featuring 
Ronald Reagan, and printed a frontpage photo of 
anude bathing party in the newly opened Aubrey 





Watzek Sports Center. (Reportedly, this photo, 
which pictured students of both genders and 
several races cavorting naked in the pool, so 
infuriated Aubrey Watzek, the donor of the 
building, that he reneged on a promise to give 
Reed anew library and instead gave it to Lewis& 
Clark. Rumor has it that Mr. Watzek was more 
upset by the racial mix of the bathing scene than 
by the actual nudity.) 


During the late Sixties the Quest under- 

went several bizarre personality changes. One 

semester, the paper went from a format inspired 

by the New York Times to a “literary magazine” 

concept. Articles and editorials became etchings 

and poetry. By the early Seventies, it was difficult 

to say just what the Quest had become. It wasn’t 

quite a newspaper, but it 

wasn’t 

quite any- 

thing else, 

either. In 

uest =: 

of 1970, 

the editor 

managed to 

produce only one issue. Its 32 pages included 

fragmented journal entries, poems, stream-of- 

consciousness editorials, artwork, and photos 

ripped from magazines and scattered haphazardly 

across the page. This was all the work of the 

editor, who bemoaned the loss of his girlfriend, 

attacked the Philistines who misunderstood him 

in Humanities class, berated the patrons of the 

coffee shop, and generally mourned the empti- 
ness of words. 

In the late Seventies the Quest returned to 
aquasi-regular weekly publishing schedule; many 
people felt this was about once a week too often. 
The paper usually managed to offend some seg- 
ment of the community, although the editors 
had enough sense to try to offend different seg- 
ments from week to week. This was the era of the 
infamous “Aerbo” Quest, generally agreed to be 
the most offensive issue ever printed. The front 
cover featured a giant photo of a man about to 
perform an unnatural act with Aerbo, a well- 
known Reed dog. Underneath the photo, the 
headline was “Aerbolingus!” Within hours of 
publication, indignantstudentsseized every copy 
of the issue they could get their hands on, and 
burned them in a bonfire on the front lawn. 

The participants in this particular episode 
of Reed history all met a strange and unpleasant 
fate. The editor was recalled from office (a first in 
Reed student politics) and later expelled from 
the college. The man in the photo simply dis- 
appeared en route to Berkeley, and wasneverseen 
again. That Renn Fayre, dosed on six tabs of LSD 
by some cruel prankster, Aerbo freaked out in 
Eliot Hall, hurled herself through a fourth-floor 
window, and died on the way to the vet. 
During the Eighties the Quest began to veer 








away from the purely inane and tried to establish 
an orbit that was merely eccentric. Successive 
editors reintroduced the conceptofrunning news 
in the paper, and occasionally even tried to 
distinguish news from opinion. The introduc- 
tion of the Macintosh enabled the Quest to 
publish its familiar blend of gossip, in-jokes, and 
self-righteousness faster, cheaper, and with even 
less effort than before. The paper started to look 
better, despite editorial incompetence thatsome- 
times bordered on the criminal. 


The Present 

The last six or seven years have begotten 
several new trends. In the past, the post of editor 
was held by a single student. Editing the Quest 
was tantamount to academic suicide, and editors 
almost always took a leave of absence after their 
stint at the Quest. (In my case, it took three years 
before I was ready to return to Reed). But every 
semester since 1984 the post of editor has been 
filled by a group, or “board,” which shares the 
work. These boards have numbered as few as 
three and as large as 21, and usually adopt names 
reminiscent of rock bands, such as the Rhythm 
Method, the Flat Earth Society, the Holy Roman 
Empire, and so on. (This trend has at times 
gotten out of control. In 1987, the Reed band 
Vicious Wally ran for Quest editors but dropped 
out when they thought they might actually get 
some votes. A year later, the entire Scholz Il 
dormitory made a bid, prompting speculation 
that this technique might enable any group with 
enough members, such as the entire sophomore 
class, toseize controlof the paper. Luckily, Scholz 
II lost.) 

Now that credit is available for editing the 
Quest, an academic deathwish is no longer a 
prerequisite for editors. The “collective” phe- 
nomenon has thus given many more students a 
chance to fondle the reins of power. At the same 
time, however, it has emphasized the schizo- 
phrenic nature of the paper. One recent board 
was so large and fragmented that each editor 
controlled a single page; in effect, the Quest 
became 16 different papers sandwiched together. 

Another remarkable trend is the appear- 
ance of what might be called “opposition papers” 
over the last five years. I list from memory the 
Liberty Forum, the Scream, Samizdat, Praxis, and 
the Looking Glass. Most of them were started by 
former Quest editors disgusted with the way the 
Quest was being run by their successors. Most had 
a particular political axe to grind, and most had 
brief life spans. Nonetheless, this explosion of 
newspapers would have been unthinkable ten 
years ago; ten years ago, no one cared enough 
about the Quest tostart an altemative. This isnot 
to say that the Quest is never boring: on the 
contrary, recent editors have devoted great ef- 
forts to make it as silly and vapid as possible. But 
these opposition papers reveal thatstudentswant 


a paper thatreflects the creativity and curiosity of 
the community, that probes into the issues of the 
day. This, I think, is the real challenge to the 
Quest. How well it succeeds is basically up to you. 

If you're still reading, chances are you're 
either a masochist or interested in contributing 
to the Quest. But I repeat myself. Either way, I 
have some advice. Most college papers bore me 
to tears. Their pages reek of caution and self- 
importance. This is partly because the people 
who work on college papers usually want careers 
in journalism and want to do a “professional” job. 


KRRC is Reed’s own low-fi radio station. 
The plush broadcast and recording studios are 
located in the basement of the Doyle dormitory, 
along with the largest record collection west of 
the Mississippi. It broadcasts atl 04.1 on your FM 
dial, though you might not be able to tune it in if 
you live outside of old dorm block. Trust us 
though, it does exist, and 
certain Reedies are able 
to tune it in 24 hours a 
day through the use of 
special “space brains.” 


History and Vision 

KRRC started at 
Reed before the begin- 
ning of time as a carrier current station, and AM 
signal was imposed on the power line to the 
dormitories and thus only available on campus. 
In late 1968, an FM license was granted the 
station at 89.3, and the dirigible was truly set 
adrift, for now there was the potential to actually 
reach the surrounding community. Although 
the tunes were rather tame and our coverage was 
still meager, KRRC flourished, putting up an- 
tenna after antenna on top of the old theater 
building, until 1965, when the antenna found its 
present home on top of Doyle dormitory. 

During 1968 and 1969, KRRC was almost 
kicked off the air by a rival station, but remained 
active by switching to 89.1 FM and filing lots of 
rigmarole with the FCC, primarily telling them 
how many television stations there were sur- 
rounding the station. This was KRRC’s Golden 
Age, when the station was its most hallucinatory 
and subversive. 

Two years ago, KRRC moguls launched a 
plan to transmit the station’s signal via micro- 
wave up to a transmitter on the huge KGON 
broadcast tower in Southwest Portland. This 
plan would have greatly increased the dirigible’s 
broadcasting area, while avoiding financial and 
licensing hassles associated with increasing watt- 
age. However, the FCC argued that a technical 
undertaking of this magnitude would ill befit a 
class D educational station, since the move would 
give KRRC a potential audience size equal to a 
class A commercial operator. Factors NOT 





And unfortunately “professional” often means 
“safe.” 

The world is full of boring newspapers. But 
the Quest doesn’t have to be one of them. Don’t 
take yourself too seriously, because no one else is 
going to. I’m not advocating a Quest that consists 
of photos of fornicating baboons; I’m just saying 
that there are two extremes on the boring/sick- 
ening spectrum, and that the Quest should shun 
them both. Somewhere in the middle is an 
irreverent, entertaining, unpredictable territory 
which is the Quest's natural heritage. Find it and 
contribute to it and you can’t go wrong. 


considered in the decision were KRRC’s non- 
profit and completely self-financed status (Reed 
students pay for everything themselves, except 
forspace, which the College provides for free), or 
the fact that KRRC’s output is nowhere near the 
necessary 100 watts of a Class A station. Even 
with FCC approval, KRRC would still have 


RRC 


faced local opposition from a citizen’s group 
which argued against KGON putting additional 
projects on the tower without a long-term agree- 
ment with the city and the community. The 
commerce-oriented FCC dreads the regulatory 
Pandora's box that might follow if KRRC’S plan 
were to succeed; every under-served community 
in the country would want to try something 
similar. The present organization is tied up 
regulating the networks and major local broad- 
casters; convincing them to find time for educa- 
tional and non-profit stations is next to impos- 
sible. When they reject a proposal like KRRC’s, 
their decisions are extremely difficult to appeal or 
bring up for further consideration. 

However, two modest advantages of having 
fallen through the FCC's cracks are a) free 
licenses to DJs at class D stations and b) a 
comparative degree of freedom in programming, 
since someone has to hear you play, for example, 
Liz Phair’s “Fuck and Run,” before they can 
complain. And while nobody is holding their 
breath, a change in attitudes at the FCC could 
make the supertower project a reality. 


Thieving 

In the meantime, though it may not be 
huge, we do have an incredible collection of 
records and CDs. But each year, some weasel 
decides that s/he should own the latest Fugazi 
release instead of the entire KRRaCk radio com- 


Chris Lydgate is a legend among Quest editors. 
During a three-year leave of absence from Reed, he 
helped found and edit the monthly newspaper the 
Free Agent. Since getting his degree in Psychology 
from Reed, he can frequently be seen dining at the 
finest restaurants in Portland. He’s ditched the beard. 


munity at large. Look, pilfering records from the 
vast subterranean vaults of KRRC is a really bad 
idea. Without going into detail about the station's 
reputed mob ties, stealing from a college radio 
station is stupid. First of all, the station provides 
everyone in the Reed community (and hordes of 
friends and vagrants) a lovely production studio 
in which to make tapes. Check it out: if you are 
really in a thieving mood, go to the nearest 
shopping mall and find a department store that 
advertises ‘Brand Names For Less.’ Take them at 
their word, get that shiny new Nordstrom G- 
string for less than anyone else. Or better yet, 
go down to the KRRC studio and tape a bunch 
of new Sony releases. Just about every record 
comes with a little copyright warning with 
which you're probably already familiar: “Unlaw- 
ful reproduction of this exploited, starving 
musician’s latest record on our slimy corporate 
label is prohibited by federal law and subject to 
the death penalty.’ So if you want to steal, steal 
from someone who deserves your crime. Because 
when you steal from KRRaCk radio, you're steal- 
ing from every DJ and listener in the all-powerful 
KuRRCe syndicate of affiliated stations around 
the world. That kind of offense is bound to lump 
heaps of irreversible bad karma on your soul for 
many lifetimes, so forget about it, Jack. 


Music Industry Harangue, or Why KRRC is 
Rad 

The music industry today is a disgusting 
sinkhole filled with spineless vipers. What's 
new, you ask? Well, what’s new is that in the last 
few years, corporate executives in the music 
business have realized that the “alternative” music 
market is a veritable gold mine. “Alternative” is 
an extremely vague term when used in this 
context. It represents another genre or label like 
“R&B"(read:’black,’ where’s the rhythm and blues 
in Bobby Brown’s music’), used by industry ex- 
ecutives to carve the human population into 
“market sectors.” “Alternative” then, does not 
teally imply an alternative to something else, but 
astyle of music and/or fashion which one can sell 
(or force-feed, in the case of MTV) to agenerally 
white, middle-class, college-aged and older “tar- 
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getmarket”( to understand this phenomenon it is 
necessary to use such horrible demographic mar- 
keting language). Having jumped onto the “al- 
ternative” bandwagon, corporate labels send their 
scouts (A&R people) around the country in 
search of “talent’(read: makers of marketable 
product). They then sign contracts with these 
artists, seeking above all to “own” the artists and 
their “product” for life. However, after a record 
or two (or sooner), the artist is “dropped” by the 
label for lack of record sales. The artist, then, is 
left with no outlet for her/his/their music and falls 
by the wayside. This brings us to why KRRC is 
RAD... 

KRRC is a non-profit, educational radio 
station. Being non-profit means that we don’t 
have to play commercials or suck any advertiser's 
genitals. It also means that we don’t generally 
accept bribes, otherwise known as “payola,” from 


By Ian McCullough, 94 


Condensed version for the infotainment genera- 
tion: you can do illegal things if you don’t get caught. 
Have fun! 

So, who are these people in the blue shirts? 

Those individuals in the blue shirts driving 
the ubiquitous white mini-trucks are your Reed 
College Community Safety Officers, hereafter 
called CSOs. They are not Hall Monitors and 
Reed does not have detention for running on the 
front lawn. The CSOs are here to keep ruffians 
from the real world off campus, where they be- 
long. Community Safety isnot the enemy, every- 
thing is alright, just stay in your room. 

What can they do? 

CSOs are not police officers. They are mem- 
bers of the Reed community and as such are 
bound by the Honor Principle. Their duty, as 
explained to me by Dave Quitugua, Director of 
Community Safety, is to uphold the peace at 
Reed and enforce federal and state laws. In the 
past, Reed CSOs basically turned their back on 
drug and alcohol use in public. Due to changes in 
federal law, Reed must be able to show the feds 
how they are enforcing the (drum roll please) 
Drug and Alcohol Policy. The D&A policy has 
been passed and this means that anything that 
was illegal outside of Reed is now illegal at Reed. 
This has always been the case, but now someone 
must be responsible when illegal actions are 
witnessed. This leads to the subject of... 

Getting Hassled by the Man 

w” CSOs will not go into dorm rooms and what 
=| youdo there is private. Unless, of course, you start 
waving a gun around or do something equally 
stupid. You are in college to minimize your ten- 

w | dency to do stupid things. The new D&A policy 
¢ | is all about covering the college’s ass. If you do 
| not cover the college’s ass from federal fury this 
@ | esponsibility falls on the CSOs. Nobody likes it 
= that the feds have told us how to deal with drugs, 


anyone in the music business. One of the reasons 
most commercial stations suck is because they 
have to kiss certain corporations’ asses. If they 
don’t play the new Kenny G record eighteen 
times a day, for example, Label X might not send 
them the new Pearl Jam record, which for some 
reason they probably want. The situation is 
much more complex than this, of course, but it 
shows to an extent why Reed’s dirigible of the 
airwaves is so cool. 

Wereceive thousands of records every year; 
we're a radio station. But, being a college station 
allows us to choose what we do with those 
records. We may choose to play our favorite 
bands and labels’ new releases over and over 
while we sit in the lovely studio and escape 
academia. Or, we may choose to play something 
we've never heard of, just to check it out. The 
point is, we don’t have to play the garbage which 


but they have, so cope. 
What do they do besides scam our booze? 
Many things! Community Safety’s number 
is campus extension 533, and they are located in 
the Greywood building (this is a grey, wood 
building 
behind the 
library). If 


cious, 
report ittoCommu- 
nity Safety. They will gleefully escort festering 
strangers off campus, and slap ‘em with a trespass 
notice to boot. They can let you into your dorm 
room if you get locked out, they can jump start 
yourcarand they will help you contact the police 
in theft cases. They also dislike dogs and will 
contact the mysterious “Dogslayer,” should a 
canine offend you. Lastly, they are a veritable 
fount of knowledge and like speaking with you. 
Really. 

Getting Home 

Community Safety has several methods of 
getting you home safely. The first is the night bus 
which provides off campus students with a taxi 
service to their domiciles. The night bus starts at 
10:00 pm and makes it’s last run at 2:00 am, 
running at (approximately) half-hour intervals 
in between. Community Safety also helps coor- 
dinate the Penguin Escort Service which gives 
on campus students an escort to their dorm or to 
the RCAs between 8:00 pm and 2:00 am every 
night. Call the penguins at x533. Finally, after 
2:00 am, CSOs have been known to escort 
students to their dorm. 

On Freaks 

Because of Reed's reputation as some sort of 
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commercial stations are chokeholded into plac- 
ing in heavy rotation. An added benefit is that 
we may actually help out our favorite indepen- 
dent bands and labels. If someone within our 
hundred-mile broadcast radius hears something 
they like on KRRC, they mightjust be compelled 
to lay out some cash for that record or go see the 
band when and if they come to play Portland. 

Although a lotof things in the music indus- 
try are ugly, KRRC is subversive, hallucinatory, 
and wonderful. Besides allowing one to gain vast 
powers and change the world, getting involved 
with college radio is a bot of fun. If you'd like to 
help fuck up the airwaves and overthrow the 
government and stuff, come to the very MAN- 
DATORY D] meeting during orientation week, 
and see what it’s all about. Or don’t, there are 
plenty of people who'd love to take your time 
slot, loser. 


radical institution, it attracts many freaks. Most 
of them pay tuition, and unfortunately there’s 
nothing you can do about them. However, we 
occasionally get anon-paying freak, and you can 
get them booted offcampus. In the past, Reed has 
been visited by ex-cons un- 
der assumed names, and by 
wanted criminals. Do not 
hesitate to call extension 533, 
if you see an unfamiliar weirdo 
hanging around. If they cannot 
provide Reed ID, or agood reason 
for being on campus, they will be 
booted. Personally, I think of Reed 
as a club, which costs $20,000 and/or a big brain 
to get into. Reed is a private institution and you 
have every right to get a non-member thrown 
off-campus (this includes former students). 
The Future 
For the last two years the Safety Aid program 
has existed. This program trains students to iden- 
tify problems and report them to a CSO. These 
people are not traitors, and do not deserve your 
shit. All they do is walk around campus looking 
for people who should not be here. Unfortu- 
nately there may not be enough money to con- 
tinue this program into the future. The switch- 
board position has been changed recently and 
may change again, possibly meaning fewer hours. 
Final Rantings 
I never really appreciated Community Safety 
until my first Renn Fayre, when I suddenly didn’t 
know half the people on campus. In general I 
have found the CSOs to be helpful and con- 
cerned about students. The best way to help 
Community Safety would be to stay out of locked 
places on campus (heh, heh, heh...), and to lock 


your shit up securely. 





Ian McCullough has an elaborate home-protec- 
tion system and a highly developed sense of justice. 


by Caroline Sloan and Blake Nebel with a few 
updates by Joseph “Bear” Wilner 


Ifyou'vegot the time and the inclination, there are 
things thatyoucandoto makeReed into the place that 
you want it to be. This doesn't necessarily mean 
student government, but it definitely doesn't mean 
sitting on your ass griping about what you don’t like. 
Reed offers lots of chances to affect the way things are 
run, but the various options differ greatly. 





Politics 

It’s almost impossible not to form opinionson the 
sea of issues constantly floating about this campus. 
Whether or not you do something about any of them 
is another question, but the opportunities are there. 
Sexual harassment is a big topic, as are class sizes, 
structure ofcommunity power in general. Ifyou've got 
the time, you can cary petitions, stuff boxes, write 
letters, and even lie down in front of trustees if that’s 
where you're at. Occupying buildings is an old Reed 
tradition, but it’s not recommended; since the Divest- 
ment Occupation of spring '87, the powers that be 
have lost their sense of humor about such things. 

Government 

Theoretically, student government is the most 
efficient way to get things done at Reed. Would that 

In general, the Student Senate is the door to 
political hackdom. It is comprised of eight Soudent 
Senators, the Student Body Vice-President, and the 
Student Body President. In addition, there are people 
like the SB Treasurer, Assistant Treasurer, and the 
Senate Secretary — non-voting, salaried ways to sit in 
and lea about what's goingon. There are also people 
like the Questeditor(s) or certain signators, whocan be 
“in the know” because of the weight their jobs carry. 

The Senate is the primary organ of student gov- 
ernment Its main role is the disbursement of student 
body funds to dozens of student organizations. When 
an important issue comes up, the Senate generally 
forms a position on it and then deals with the powers 
that be until something happens. They ako have 
lunch with the President of the college regularly and 
the trustees once a semester. 

There are lots of committees around here and 
frequently a Senator is among the designated few who 
meet a couple times a week and discuss an issue that 
needs to be addressed. 


Organizations 

If you've got something that you want to do that 
takes more money than you have, or needs more 
people than you know, then there may very well 
already be a group formed to do it with, sponsored by 
SB funds. Ifnot, you canstartone. All youneed issome 
definable purpose and a little energy. 

Student Body Organizations must be open to 
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everyone at Reed, must present to Senate some valid 
reason to need the money they get, and must account 
for what they spend. Otherwise, the sky’s the limit. 
Senate funds the Ski Cabin, the Social A ffairs Board, 
the Tool Co-op, the pool room, and the Women’s 
Center, amongothers. They also fund political organi- 
zations, like the Reed Progressive Student Union, 
Queer Nation, and Amnesty Intemational The Dark- 
Library are all Senate-funded and student-managed. 
AsaReedie, you are free to participate in, 
and take advantage of, any ofthe above. But 
if you really want to get into the thick of 
things, be a signator. 
Signatorsare theorganizations’ links 
to Senate and the Treasurer, and usu- 
ally, at least to some degree, lead their 
organizations. To become one, you 
have to sign a financial responsibility form and go 
through the funding process (known as the Funding 
Circus) in order to get money. The form insures that 
everyone understands that if you spend money you 
don'thave,you'll have to take the rap. This shouldn't 
be a problem, if you can count. You'll need to present 
receipts to the Student Body Treasurer to get reim- 
bursed for money spent. Receipts are mandatory, 
uniess you just want to spend your own money on the 
project, in which case you can skip Senate entirely. 
The Quest 
The Quest is Reed's primary forum for armchair 
politicos. Editing it is a big job, butdoesn’t require any 
particular skills or previous experience — though if you 
have any, ask for a job, ‘cuz they usually really need it. 
Unsolicited submissions are what keep the Quest 
hyper-thyroid participants keep things interesting for 
weeks on end. If there’s something going on that you 
don't think people are doing enough about, find 
something out about it (emphasis! emphasis! ), and write 
an article or letter. You might find more people who 
share your concem and pretty soon you've got yourself 
an organization ora committee to dosomething about 
it 
Committees 
Here at Reed we love committees. We've got 
more standing committees with student members 
others actually accomplish a lot. Many positions are 
appointed by the SB President and Senate. If you hear 
about something happening that you'd like to be on, 
don't be shy about sidling up to your nearest Senator 
or SB President and recommending yourself. The 
faculty do most of their long-range planning and 
practical work through committees. The most impor- 
tantof these are the Committee on Academic Policy 
and Procedure (CAPP), the Committee on Ad- 
vancementand Tenure (CAT), and the Community 
Affairs Committee (CAC). CAPP makes initial 
decisions on the College's curriculum, budget, and 
staffing and on faculty members’ requests for leave or 
sabbatical CAT, in addition to reviewing faculty 
members’ performance, is responsible for advising the 
President on the constitution of search committees 
and on faculty salaries and bonuses. CAC is respon- 









































together with the Suident Senate. Many Faculty 
committees include student members; CAPP, which © 
doesn't, is advised by the Student Committee on| ® 
Academic Policy and Procedure (SCAPP). Keep an} Q. 
eye open for notices going up around campus and in 
the Quest, announcingthe AppointmentCommittee’s| 
next slate of vacant positions. 

Conclusion 

Weird as itis, the group of people atReed who get) = 
involved and then get things done usually ends up 
being pretty small. Some go from Senator to Questi(Q@ 
editortoSB President, or Questadvertisingmanagerto| @ 
Senator to Renn Fayre signator, or committee mem- 
bertoSB Treasurer to Paradox Manager. Everybody in 
this group knows everyone else, but love it when 
another responsible someone streaks in from out of| 
nowhere. Getting involved isn't hard and as any of 
these people will tell you, it can get pretty addictive. 

But first you have to get off your butt If you want 
to edit the Quest, you've got to getelected. If you want 
to putouta box-suuffer foryour cause, getmoney, or get 
some kind of official sanction, you'll probably need to 
muck around with politicos to some extent, though 
direction and methods are yours to choose. So get out 
there and change something. 

And, now, if it’s really what you want... 

How to Get Elected 

TheSBPresident, Vice-President, and threeSena- 
tors are elected at the end of the fall semester to serve 
year-long, spring-fall terms. At the end of the spring 
semester, five more Senatorial positions are puton the 
block for fall-spring terms. The Quest editors are 
elected each semester for one semester terms. If it’s an 
appointed position you want — like SB Treasurer or 
Handbook, Editor — you have to network with the 
Appointment Committee members, who do the in- 
terviewsand recommendations, and the SBPresident, 
who makes the actual appointment. 

Running for an office isa remarkably easy, six-step 
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process. 
1. Learn the issues. | know it seems obvious, but 


wall you're hurling yourself against. 

2. Geta petition signed. This part’s easy. If you're 
running for SB President or Quest Editor or Vice- 
President, you need to get the signatures of 50 regis- 
tered students on a petition form provided by the 
Elections Czar. If you're running for Senate, you only 
need 25 signatures. Tum it into the Elections Czar. 

3. Write a statement for the Quest. It’s not 
mandatory, but it’s a good idea if you want people to 
vote for you. Be concise; be creative; check your 
spelling. Turn it in to the Elections Czar, too. 

4. Say something at the Elections Assembly. 
This is also recommended but not required. There 
won'tbe crowdsofpeople there —though free icecream 
is provided as the usual bait —but there will be enough 
to make it worth your time tospend the three minutes 
of so stating your case and answering questions. 

5. Put up signs. Name recognition is everything 
in this game. 

6. Wait for the results. 


91 


page 


life on campus 


SHORT OF DISPENSING 
DIPLOMAS, THEY 
COULDN’T MAKE COLLEGE 
MORE AFFORDABLE. 


[| NO UBANK ATM FEES | 


Ah, college. That 

unforgettable period of 

learning through academic 

instruction and real-life 

experiences. Of course, 

the first lesson many 

students learn is that 

“real life” is expensive. 

Food costs money. Laundry costs money. And 
if you use the wrong bank’s ATMs, even 
money costs money. 

With that in mind, we'd like to invite you 
to open a UBANK® account for students. It 
allows you to get cash, make transfers, or check 
your balance at over 1,000 UBANK ATMs 


throughout the Northwest without paying a cent 


in ATM fees. You can even make deposits at over 


460 branch machines. 
Never used an ATM? 
Don’t worry, we'll teach 
you. And almost anything 
you can’t do at an ATM, 
you can do by calling USS. 
Customer Service at 
1 800 US BANKS. Maybe 
best of all, this UBANK account comes with no 
monthly maintenance charges or minimum 
balance requirements* 

See there, college doesn’t have to be tough. Just 
stop by a U.S. Bank branch before October 30th 
and open a UBANK account for students. Because 
while a college education won’t come cheap, you 
could stand to make it 


BANK, 


awhole lot cheaper. 


Woodstock Branch, 4727 S.E. Woodstock Blvd., (503) 275-6271 


*Some charges imposed by ATM networks not owned by U.S. Bank may still apply. If you use a teller at a U.S. Bank branch to help 
you with a transaction that can be handled with an ATM or by phone, a $1 teller-assistance fee will apply. Of course, any transaction 
that can’t be done through an ATM or UBANK Telephone Banking will be handled at your nearest branch for no extra fee at all. 


©1993 United States National Bank of Oregon. Member FDIC. 





by Peter Hawkinson, '92 


¢ FOR THE FAINT OF HEART. Rather 
than immediately jumping in and starting your 
own organization, you might 
want first to try getting in 
volved with an existing one. 
During Orientation Week 
there is customarily held an 
Organizations Fayre, atwhich 
you can meet with the reign- 
ing oligarches of the current 
groups, memorize theirsecret 
agendas, and choose one that’s right for you. 
Most groups would appreciate your assistance, 
and many are actually rather desperate for new 
blood. Also, fill out a damn Funding Poll. Your 
favorites will get more dough if you go to the 
trouble. 


@ FUNDING POLL. Ifyou’re sure you want 
to be the boss yourself, just write a description of 
your proposed organization and get it to the 
Student Body Treasurer on time. It isn’t hard, 
and it more or less makes you a Signator. Make 
sure your description is concise, coherent, and 
more or less clear with respect to what the hell 
you're doing. If you are taking over an “estab- 
lished” organization, be sure to brag about your 
previous successes. 


e¢ THE ELECTION. Turning in a Funding 
Poll is the student body's one chance to put its 
mouth where its money is. Most students blow it 
off. Comparing the percentage of students who 
pay Student Body Fees each semester (100%) 
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with the percentage who bother to fill out a 
Funding Poll (~25%), it’s obvious that students 
who are willing to take on even this trifling 
responsibility are in the minority. Welcome to 
the most apathetic 
school in the free world. 
But despite what 
you might initially 
think, this over- 
whelming prepon- 
derance of apathetics 
is actually good, be- 
cause itmeans more fundsare available for people 
who do give a shit about something. If everybody 
got up off their buttocks and participated, it 
would all probably fall apart. As it stands, how- 
ever, the money winds up getting raked in with 
both hands by a few clever folks who come up 
with cool ways to spend it. 

Since nobody votes, a properly mobilized 
clique can run away with the show. Make sure all 
of your friends vote for your organization, espe- 
cially if it’s a new group. For fledgling groups, 20 
extra Top Six votes makes the difference be- 
tween feast and famine. Even if it’s totally obvious 
that your organization is crucial, an absolute 
necessity for student life to continue, you need to 
push for more votes, so you can ask for more 
money. This is how you find out who your real 
friends are. 


¢ FUNDING CIRCUS. Now comes the 
time to get specific. Bring a carefully itemized 
budget, and a 2-minute “high concept” state- 
ment outlining your goals for the semester. Be 
ready to answer questions...sometimes many ques- 


tions. Make sure the Senators know which bud- 
get items you can’t possibly survive without. Ask 
for at least twice as much as you need, especially i 
the Senate asks you not to. Unless you are in the 
top 10 orso, you won't have time for an in-depth 
discussion of your ideas; don’t waste their time by 
giving them a lot of details they don’t ask for. 
Keep in mind that you are at a circus, and are 
performing for the entertainment of the Sena- 
tors, who have been cooped up there all fucking 
day. 


¢ THE BIG PAYOFF. It worked! You got 
a tidy bundle of cash for your ambition/cause/ 
hobby/whim. Now, do whatever you want. You 
must spend money within the category that’s 
assigned to you in the Treasurer’s accounting 
system (i.e., you can’t spend Capital Improve- 
ments money on Entertainment), but within 
those categories you have no obligation to stick 
to the items you gave the Senate. Be sure to spend| 
it all, ’cause at the end of the semester all of your 
unspent funds are taken away to God knows 
where. As long asyou don’toverspend, go NUTS. 

The one exception to this is be NICE to the 
Treasurer. The best way to do this is to fill out all 
of your paperwork properly, and long before you 
need your check. Get a copy of the Signator’s 
Handbook and read it. Ask questions before you 
take drastic action. And be sure I get my 8% off 
the top. 


Peter Hawkinson can still be seen around Port- 
land, hanging around at Comics Conventions and 
saying, “Hmph.” He is also a regular contributor to 
Paperback Jukebox. 
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If you're finding that your course work just 
isn’tkeeping you busy enough, and you would like 
to get involved in something with more immedi- 
ate rewards than reading difficult books from dusk 


‘til dawn, you might want to 
get involved in one of the 
Many studentorganizations 
here at Reed. There are 
many from which to 
choose and, unless you 
are a completely asocial 
little creep or an arro- 
gant egotistical doofus, 
there should be at least one to suit your interests 
and keep you busy. What follows is a list of 
student organizations which exist here at Reed 
with a brief statement of purpose. Keep in mind 
that each of these has to apply for funding every 
semester, so this list will not be totally accurate (it 
will probably not even be marginally accurate). 
Have no fear, however, if the organization of your 
dreams is defunct. Reviving it is as easy as filling 
out a few forms (process described above) and 
spreading the good news that you are going to 
start up the old organization again. 

Amnesty International: Independent from po- 
litical persuasion, the membersof Amnesty Inter- 
national will present a stark challenge to the 
community’s conscience, to imbue an awareness 
and a sensitivity to human rights here and inter- 
nationally. Typical activities will point the way to 
“Student Actions” in defense of the victims of 
human rights abuse, bearing on personal belief, 
creed, ethnic, or sexual character. Weekly meet- 
ings will feature letter writing, case studies, and 
compound activism. Invited speakers will inform 
and share with us of their experiences and chal- 
lenges to prevalent human rights concems. 
Bike Co-op: In the last year we brought you 
weekly repair classes and Paideia classes on defen- 
sive bicycling and weatherizing. In addition, the 
Co-op isa rich repository of repair knowledge and 
tools, housed in a beautiful lake side tool shed, just 
waiting to be used. 

Bad Video Board: We're here to bring you all 
those really awful movies that you refuse to admit 
you've seen. Painful memories will arise again this 
semester as we air films like “Night of the Lepus,” 
“Attack of the Mushroom People,” and other 
truly bad films. Saturday nights join us for some 
truly sad works of art. 

Beer Garden: Since the Fall of '89 when the 
Administration realized, thanks due to some rat 
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nothing but the best Beer in the world. Heavily 
supported by Hood River Brewing, Fulkail, 
Widmer and the like, we ask you to jump on the 
Beer Wagon so we may continue to bring and 
serve the Holy Sacrament. 
Cultural Affairs 
Board: The CAB is 
dedicated to bring- 
ing the highest 
quality enter- 
tainment to 
Reed. We of- 
fer music that 
is somewhat 
more (shall we say) “cultured” than the typical 
rock ‘n’ roll social. This semester we are planning 
another, but totally different, Evening with the 
Knitting Factory, as well 2s at least two more 
concerts... 
Darkroom: The darkroom provides facilities for 
students, alumni, faculty and staff to “do” pho- 
tography. The darkroom is full of fun-filled gad- 
gets and appliances just waiting to be used by 
aspiring photographers. The darkroom has facili- 
ties for black and white film and print develop- 
ment... Anyone from the absolute beginner up to 
the serious fine-print photographer is welcome. 
Fine Arts Board: Once again we will attempt to 
inject culture into the Reed Community. 
Throughout the semester, musicians, dancers, 
and other performers will be invited to Reed to 
enliven your (nonexistent) free time here at 
college. Possible performers include an African 
dance group, the Seattle Mime Troupe, and the 
Klownhunter. 
Guerilla Theatre of the Absurd: This used to be 
one of the better Reed organizations, pulling 
high-profile, labor intensive pranks on the city of 
Portland and its news media. Look in old Orego- 
nians for “The Reverse Peristalsis Painters” and 
the “Malcolm X Avenue” capers. Recently, 
since the founder/charismatic leader has moved 
to Nepal, the organization has suffered from 
severe directionlessness and imagination deficit. 
Do you have the will to again make it great? 
Highland Games: The Highland Games, a two- 
year tradition, are an elaborate excuse for people 












to get drunk, wear kilts, and engage in strenuous 
and ridiculous competitions. They are held on 
the day that most seniors’ rough drafts are due, 
usually late April. Kilts and Haggis for all!!! 
Hunger Project: We work to raise $$ and aware- 
ness for local and global hunger issues. 

Jewish Student Union: The JSU is an organiza- 
tion dedicated to helping those students who 
want to practice religiously (we can arrange 
transportation to local services or perhaps set up 
minions on campus), explore Jewish culture, or 
just hang out with Jews. You needn’t be Jewish to 
drink our Manishevitz. 

KRRC: See the KRRC article. 

Midnight Theater: A krazy koncatenation of 
kaleidoscopic performances, generally of a hu- 
morous or frightening sort, and occurring spo- 
radically throughout the year, at midnight. Your 
performance talents are needed. 

Movie Board: Shows movies for $1.00 on Friday, 
Saturday, and Sunday nights. Usually they are 
about insanity or are just insane. The more 
money you give us the better the movies we will 
be able to get!!! 

Penguin Escort Service: The Penguin Student 
Escort Service is here to help make the Reed 
campusa safer place. We escort people anywhere 
on or around campus between 8pm and 2am 
every night. We’re here to protect you and keep 
the campus safe. Call us at X 533. 

Pool Hall: Billiards is the intelligent person's 
game. A great place to meet interesting people 
and play them for money... or scam on them. A 
bit crowded on the weekends, so get there early. 
Located in the bowels of commons it is a great 
place to escape from the trials of Reed, or just the 
sunlight. And remember: Pool is the only valid 
metaphor for life. 

Prexy: Converted from a dorm due to fire codes, 
Prexy is now the place to practice musical instru- 
ments and singing, or to take music lessons. 
Queer Nation: You know what it’s about. Stick- 
ers, speakers, sex, and videos. We do it all. You 
will, too. 

The Quest: See the Quest article. 

Reed Abortion Rights Action League: Through 
weekly escorts at medical facilities which offer 
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ALL THE TIME!!! 






=| bastard, that it was illegal to serve beer indiscrimi- 

nately or to minors, we had lost the sacred notion 
£ |of Free Beer For All It is only in the recent 
©! months that we have regained our composure 
ec and, rearmed with legality and yellow and white 
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abortion, assistance in pro-choice campaigns, 
and other actions, we work to preserve a woman’s 
tight to choose whether or not to obtain a safe, 
legal abortion. 

Reed Band Collective: Oktoberfest, the Coleman 
Rockfest, and all those other parties featuring 
great Reed Rock. 

Reed Black Student Union: We aim to be group 
open to anyone, regardless of race, while provid- 
ing awareness and positive images of blacks, ie., 
the promotion of cultural awareness on the Reed 
College campus. ...Sponsoring events and speak- 
ers that vindicate and generally disseminate the 
black culture and lifestyle will constitute an 
exposure of the kind and magnitude that we 
deem super-important for the Reed community. 
Reed Blood Drive: We encourage you to donate 
your most precious commodity, the very blood 
which in your veins does flow. We have sign-ups 
periodically in the library lobby and the mailroom. 
Reed College Ultimate Frisbee. We play akiller 
game, which is sort of like basketball and sort of 
like soccer, but played with a frisbee. You can see 
us ultimating out on the front lawn. 

Reed Games Society: We are the messiahs of 
puerility, dedicated to bringing Twister, Hungry 
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Hungry Hippos, and other diversion to frivolous 
minds starving on a dry diet of Virgil, abstract 
algebra, Habermas, and Behaviorism. 

Reed Juice Cooperative.We make juice 

Reed Rugby. We're the closest thing Reed has to 
a fraternity, but are a generally nice bunch, and 
have been a very successful rugby team this past 
year, despite our scrawniness. 

Renn Fayre. Renn Fayre is the party that is held 
on the weekend after theses have been turned in. 
It is overseen by a signator. Try to get this job 
before some self-appointed loser grabs it. 
R.O.A.R.: Radical (?) Organization for Animal 
Rights. From showing videos and hosting discus- 
sions on campus to harassing fur-clad fuckers 
downtown to simply experiencing and enjoying 
nature, there will be something for everyone 
concemed with the well-being of all species. 
ROC: Reed Outdoor Club; trail running, river 
trips, cranking those 5.13 climbs at Smith. 
Reed Progressive Student Union: The RPSU 
aims to change existing political realities. Our 
focus runs from politics at Reed to international 
issues. We work towards change through direct 
action, demonstrations, and speakers. 

The Rude Girl Press: The Rude Girl Press is a 
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publication by and for women. It accepts art, 
poetry, articles, and fiction. 
Social Affairs Board (SAB): Last ‘Year SAB} ® 


Year Bitch. Escape boredom. 

Snark: A creative literary and arts magazine that 
was started in’90. We publish any style of litera-| @ 
ture that comes our way and hope to publish} ™ 
more art. =“ 
Student Action Office and Political/ Environ- 
mental Reading Room: Space for political and 
environmental organizations on campusto meet, 
work, get telephone messages, and store and 
process information. 

Student Print Shop: Open to the student body 
for silk-screen printing. T-shirts are printed for 
Renn Fayre, Beer Security, RAW, and anyone 
who wants to make shirts for functions unknown. 
Students may also use the print shop for artistic 
silk-screening. 

S. U.: See other article. 

Sol Train ’93: A team of Reedies have drawn up 
plans for a solar car to enter a cross-country race 
against people who may actually know what 
they’re doing (MIT, CalTech...) 


Women’s Self-Defense: See other article. 
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Serving the Community: Two Stories 


The Reed College Community Service 
Project recently changed their name to SEEDS, 
which stands for Students for Education, Em- 
powerment & Direct Service, and as this title 
implies, the organization exists to organize Reed 
students to do volunteer work 
for the surrounding Portland 
community. In the past year, 
SEEDS has sponsored Politi- 


cal action workshops for Gay FED S 
and Lesbian Activists, sent e § 


students to work for House of 

Light, an organization which, 

among other things, sends food to home bound 
people with AIDS, and has sponsored a tutorial 
program that pairs Reed students and local 
elementary, middle and high school studens. 
SEEDS periodically publishes a newsletter with 
upcoming projects and opportunities and their 
offices are located in the basement of Ladd dor- 
mitory in Old Dorm Block. They can be con- 
tacted at x563 or x520, and they keep the follow- 
ing office hours: 

M, W, F: 9-Llam, 1-5pm 

Tuesday: 9-10am, 1-5pm 

Thursday: 9-3pm 

The current SEEDS Coordinator is Glenn 
Montgomery (x563) and the interns are Nell 
Niles and Vanessa Usui (x520). 

The article that follows is the compilation of 
two separate articles, the first by Cassy 
Beekman(’94) and the second by Jon Steiner(’93), 
both of whom have participated in and led com- 
munity service trips. The article is from lastyear’s 
handbook, so references are to Community Ser- 
vice Project rather than SEEDS, but it should be 
understood that they are the same organization. 


CASSY: In the summer of 1990, anxiously 
anticipating my birth into the world of Reed, I 
wanted an intermediate step between leaving my 
friends and family and being left alone on the 
front steps of the Reed campus. However, the 
thought of enrolling for the Backpack Trip and 
being forced to demonstrate my athletic incom- 
petence in front of other students, most of whom 
were probably raised in the wild and backpacked 
as a way Of life, left me cold. So I was thrilled to 
hear about the Community Service Project's 
week-long retreat, Projecto de Apoyo. The re- 
treat consisted of a field trip, headed by Julia 

wi| Reisman, to Corvallis, Oregon, where fourteen 

| students and three student leaders would geta 

= close-up account of the life of migrant farm 
workers there. 

w| I wish could say that fourteen Reed students 










opposite. Our gang spent our days painting the 
CentroCultural, taking field trips to nearby berry 
and pepper farms where migrant workers laboured, 
and dancing and talking with complete strang- 
ers. Atnight, we watched videos on Nicaragua or 
Guatemala or talked with community volunteers 
who had done everything from starting the Centro 
Cultural to delivering ba- 

bies at a health clinic. 
Shocking scenes of run- 
down homes and hard- 
labouring berry-pickers 

a brought a modicum of 
humility to fourteen 
bright-eyed Reedies. 

Despite the wealth of educational experi- 
ences that the trip provided, | still think I'll 
cherish most the student relations it inspired. By 
working togetheron acommunity service project, 
something in whichwe all had an investment, we 
had no time to bother with uncomfortable social 
moments. In a town completely foreign to all of 
us, the face of a fellow student, any fellow stu- 
dent, became a familiar and happy sight. The late 
evenings, in our sleeping bagson cold hard floors, 
we'd gossip and chat like life-long friends. 

As school started, we not only had nice tans, 
but an unforgettable start to a new (frightening) 
year. We may have split apart, met new people, 
become involved in different activities, or even 
transferred out of Reed, but I know that, for me, 
those faces still hold as much familiarity and 
warmth as they did two years ago. 

Therefore, it is also no surprise that most of 
came back to actually lead a trip the following 
fall. This time, we had room for plenty more than 
fourteen new students. With a partner, each of us 
led one of four different trips, each with ten to 
fourteen new students. Some groupsstayed in the 
Portland area. My group, for example, cleaned 
out and helped rebuild old homes in the South- 
east area. Other groups also addressed the “home- 
less question,” adventuringdowntown towork in 
shelters, food banks, or actually on the streets. 
One group took a particularly unique approach 





to the 1991 retreat, with leader, Jon Steiner. 


JON: Coming from a Quaker high school, 
community service wasn’t that new of a concept 
for me, and I wondered what flavor it would take 
on in a place that was known to be more political 
and less religious in nature. What I found was 
that to make a generalization about why anyone 
does community service at Reed is to fall into a 
trap which would limit what I could possibly 
learn from the group; many people were moti- 
vated by the urge for social change, others, mere 
orientation, and few, I later learned, did so out of 
religious convictions as well. Once I dropped my 
expectations of who Reedies would be, of course, 
they became so much more. And those of us who 
are still around from the 1990 Projecto de Apoyo 
give each other an occasional nod of hello, a 
smile of remembrance of the trip, and occasion- 
ally write articles together for handbooks. 

My pet project is the Orientation Trip. 
Projecto de Apoyo, the first Community Service 
Orientation trip offered, educated me in what it 
means to live in Oregon as a Hispanic migrant 
worker. The trip served to introduce me to Or- 
egon, its politics, and people. 

Itwasin having thisexperience that] wanted 
to create something like it. Native American 
issues in Oregon are not really front page news 
anymore, with the adventof the OCA in Oregon 
and the current local elections. However, I won- 
dered, in years past, why weren't they front page 
news? One of the largest Native American reser- 
vations (Warm Springs) is right next to Mount 
Hood National Forest; I felt that that alone 
would create some kind of friction between the 
interests of Native Americans, the government 
and the environment. I wondered simply, why 
Native Americans, having such extensive hold- 
ings in Oregon, were so seldom heard from. 

Julia Reisman provided me with a folder, a 
telephone, and a phone book, a bit of advice on 
how to proceed and gently checked up on how 
things were going along every so often. The 1991 
Orientation Trip to the town of Siletz, Oregon 
didn’t “part the seas” in terms of helping the 





Native American community. However, I did 
come to understand the place of Native Ameri- 
can Tribes in Oregon today and where they 
stand politically, environmentally, and socially. 
We ended up clearing blackberry bushes, ironi- 
cally enough, fora parking lot. But those parking 
spaces were needed, we later learned, for the 
offices that would allow the tribe to take control 
of itsown assets instead of going through govern- 
ment bureaucracy to achieve their goals. I also 
learned a bit about how to organize community 
service trips, especially as to what is necessary for 
their success. And, for others sake, please ask me 
what they are. Learn from my mistakes. 

If you stay around the Community Service 
Office, it can be a very contagious place. Since 
my time here, I’ve managed to volunteer with he 
Cascade AIDS Project, Meals on Heels, St. 
Francis’ Dining Hall, Loaves and Fishes, Habitat 


“Reed’s a tough bucket of eggs,” we 
Reedies may frequently be heard to say (or words 
to thateffect). Sure, there's 
a lot of tough academic 
shit we need to do, but all 
too often we take for 
granted the enormous 
personal and intellec- 
tual freedom we enjoy 
in this place relative to 
the rest of the popula- 
tion. Just 30 miles south of here, for example, 
farm workers toil in conditions approaching sla- 
very. Working 10 to 12 hour days for just above 
minimum wage with no compensation for over- 
time, forced to live in overpriced company hous- 
ing under horrible conditions and to buy food at 
the company store, subject to arbitrary dismiss- 
als, and blacklisted for leading strikes, workers in 
the Willamette Valley provide the cheap labor 
necessary for their employers to reap large profits. 
One of the worst employers in the Valley is 
Kraemer Farms. Workers on this farm have 
organized themselves with the help of PCUN 
(Pineros ‘y Campesinos Unidos del Noroeste — 
Northwest Treeplanters and Farmworkers 
United), Oregon’s only farm worker’s union. 
Farmworkers in the U.S. are excluded from the 
depression-era National Labor Relations Act 
which established certain minimal safeguards of 
workers’ rights such as the right to collective 
bargaining with one’semployer. Recently, South 
Africa legally recognized farm workers’ right to 
bargain collectively; it’s a pretty sad commentary 
on thestate of affairs in the “free world” under the 
leadership of a supposedly progressive new 
figurehe... er, president, that workers here still 
have not been granted that right. 

In the face of Kraemer-orchestrated 


repression such as threatening dismissal of work- 







for Humanity, and a few others that I can't 
remember. Volunteering at Reed, for the most 
part, doesn’t take an extended commitment: just 
a day of your time, the urge to be a nice, friendly 
person, and the ability to stop doing homework 
(the urge really becomes compulsive, doesn’t 
it?). However, ifyou want to extensively commit 
to something, GREAT! Julia will give you space, 
phone numbers, a phone, the box numbers of 
people at Reed who have done similar things in 
the past, and a folder to keep all of your organi- 
zations’ stuff in. She'll advise you as to the feasi- 
bility of your project, and what resources are 
available. Last semester, for example, there was 
talk of Reed sponsoring a small homeless shelter. 


For those interested in working in 
Community service, organizations with which 
the Community Service Project works include: 
Oregon Food Bank, Cascade AIDS Project, House 


ers caught talking to organizers, PCUN has man- 
aged tosignificantly improve the livesof Kraemer 
workers since starting their campaign on the 
farm in 1989. A cam- 
paign in 1990 encour- 
aged workerstodocu- 
ment violations of 
e minimum wage 
laws; despite 
ervice threatsofreprisal, 
over 100 cases 

were  docu- 

mented in a period ofone week, and Kraemer was 
thus pressured into paying up what they owed. 
PCUN initiated a legal campaign in 1991 that 
resulted in the legalization of pickets during the 
harvest season. Such pickets had previously 
been illegal, another indication of the enormous 
odds stacked against farm workers in this coun- 
try. A PCUN-called strike in 1991 got Kraemer 
workers their first and only increase in wages. A 
slight gain but at least no longer rock-bottom 
minimum wage. Italso got 20 prominentstrikers 
blacklisted from work at Kraemer Farmers and 
others in the Valley. Moreover, I recently talked 
to Kraemer workers who make $2.50 an hour. 
Now PCUN's focus is to secure a collective 


Open seven days a week 
Monday - Saturday : 

Lunch from eleven to three 
Dinner from five to ten 
Sunday dinner only 


of Light,Labor Coaching for Hispanic Migrant 
Workers, Oaks Bottom Environmental Cleanup, 
Community Energy Project - Weatherproofing 
Homes, Habitat for Humanity, Meals on Heels, 
St. Francis Dining Hall,Portland Women’s Cri- 
sis Line,Metro Crisis Line, Council for Prostitu- 
tion Altematives, R.E.A.C.H. Community De- 
velopment (fixes up substandard housing for low 
income families), Loaves & Fishes (just up the 
hill!), Bradley-Engle Center for Battered Women, 
Kletzer Hall (battered women), Friends of Sea- 
sonal Workers, tutoring Cleveland High School 
Students (requires a firm commitment), Student 
Mentoring Program for Junior High Students 
(also requires a firm commitment). 
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Cassy Beekman, '94, is a Theater Major and| Qn 
much much more. Jon Steer, '93, has often been| @ 


seen riding the subway to work. = 
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bargaining contract that will guarantee higher| 
wages, protect workers from arbitrary dismissal,| @ 
and establish a system of seniority. Having] 3 
exhausted all other channels for negotiation! @ 
with Kraemer Farms, PCUN has called a boycott 
of the companies that buy Kraemer Farms’ pro- 
duce — the local companies NORPAC and ° 
Steinfeld’s. 0 
Last year (92-93), students concerned that| A” 
the boycott be honored at Reed formed the Reed 
Boycott Committee (RBC) and initiated discus- 
sions with members of the administration and 
the food service. Russell Libby (head honcho of 
PFM, last year’s food service) said he would 
honor the boycott but apparently had several 
problems implementing the boycott since boy- 
cotted items continued to arrive on the PFM 
loading dock. Because the boycott will require 4 
to 7 years to have any effect on Kraemer Farms, 
concerned students decided that a non-binding 
agreement with a food service which may only 
(and, in fact, did only) last until the end of the 
semester was insufficient. The RBC decided that 
a legally binding agreement (a clause in the three- 
year food service contract) was necessary. 
Over six hundred students (more than half 
of the student body) signed petitions asking the 
administration to include aclause in the contract 
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forbidding the food service from buying the tar- 
geted products. In addition, the Residence Life 
Committee and the Student Senate resolved to 
support a contract clause. To drive the point 
home, some 60 students marched to the 
President’s office to present him with the peti- 
tions and to read a letter of support from African 
National Congress youth leaders. Faced with 
resistance from the administration and the fac- 
ulty Committee on Academic Policy and Plan- 
ning (CAPP), the RBC arranged a community 
forum to give all sides a chance to air their 
positions. Invitations were extended to represen- 
tatives of the targeted companies, the union, 
President Koblik, the CAPP, and the RBC. 
Unfortunately, the targeted companies chose to 
send statements instead of representatives which 
conveniently avoided the necessity for the com- 
panies to face the truth. President Steve Koblik 
and CAPP chair Peter Steinberger opposed 
writing the boycott into the food service contract 
because it would mean the college would be 


by Melissa Horton, 92 


Like any good activist, 1 would like to begin 
with a disclaimer: there are many different ways 
to define and practice activism, and it is not the 
purpose of this article to discuss theories, argue 
the effects of violent versusnon-violent forms 
of protest, or advise you of the legal ramiifica- 
tions of civil disobedience. (If, after reading 
this article, youdecide that you want to know 
more about these or other issues, there are 
lots of resources available to you both on and 
off-campus.) Rather, this article isone “Reed 
activist’s” perspective on what “Reed activ- 
ism” can and can’t do for you, what you can 
and can’t do for it, strategies for being both 
an activist and a student, and alternative 
places to take your activism if “Reed activ- 
ism” doesn’t work for you. 


What is Political Activism? 

Political (and environmental) activism is 
just what it sounds like: active, self-motivated 
work on an issue or project that affects your 
environment, however you care to define it— the 
world, old growth forests, communities in Port- 
land, Reed, your dorm, etc. There are several key 
terms in the previous sentence that require elabo- 
ration. The firstone is political—effective political 
activism requires that you fully understand the 

wi| issue you are involved in, and have some specific 
© | (usually long-term) goal in mind. Being political 
means being able to make connections for your- 
self and for others between the specific project or 
w|activity in which you are involved, and the 
¢: |¢xisting conditions you are trying to change by 
©) your actions. 
The next (and most important) term is 
“= | active — political activism, as] am using the term 


Activism 


taking a political stand. They defended their 
position by arguing that the boycott would vio- 
late the the joint Faculty-Trustee mission state- 
ment of 1971 which states that the college shall 
not take a political stand in matters not directly 
related to the college or higher education. How- 
ever, Steinberger and Koblik did not explain why 
having a say in what we eat is a political stand for 
the college. [Nor did they explain why choosing 
to buy Kraemer Farms’ products is not in itself 
taking a political stand—ed.] At Reed, students 
cannot break their board contracts and are re- 
quired to be on board if livingon campus, yet they 
have no say in what they are to eat — even 
though they shell our $1300 a semester for meals! 

Shortly after this forum, an outraged stu- 
dent found Steinfeld’s products in the PFM pan- 
try — another violation of their pledge to honor 
the boycott. This discovery precipitated a one- 
day lunch-time boycott which was honored by 
two-thirds of the on-board students. 

The ‘93-94 school year will see a new food 


in this article, does NOT mean visualizing world 
peace; it means “self-motivated (shit)work.” Be- 
fore you can have fun participating in a rally ora 
sit-in to end violence against women, stop les- 
bian and gay bashing, curb U.S. imperialism and 
racism in Central America or save a 
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stand of old growth from destruction, you have to 
organize it — hold planning meetings, educate 
yourselves on the issue, raise money for it, publi- 
cize it, develop educational and outreach mate- 
rials to bring other people into it, call speakers, 
tent or borrow audio equipment, etc., etc., etc. 
Most political activism is not particularly glam- 
orous or exciting; in fact, it’s mostly frustrating 
drudgery. Which is why motivation is so impor- 
tant. You have to really believe in your issue — 
the project or cause you are involved in, and the 
politics behind it. Fortunately, you are rarely 
working alone. In my own experience, meeting 
and working with people who share your views 
and concems is one of the greatest rewards of 
being an activist — it’s also what makes political 
activism fun and personally fulfilling. 


The Personal as Political 


service, Bon Appetit, grace the gloomy halls of 
Commons. As forbidding as the name sounds, 
the RBC will contact Bon Appetit to sound out 
their position on the boycott. Keep your eyes 
peeled for informational flyers announcing the 
first organizational meeting on campus (hope- 
fully the second week of school.) This struggle is 
about people having real control over their lives 
— both farm workers control at work and stu- 
dents control over their food — it will only 
happen if students become involved. If you have 
any questions about the boycott and what we've 
done so far please contact Misty Cummings, box 
963 . You can call PCUN at 982-0243. 


Emile Zapata Jorgensen, student activist and some- 
times Charles Manson look alike is one of the nicer 
people you will ever meet. His namesake, Emiliano 
Zapata, organized a peasant revolution in Yucatdnin 
the early part of this century, so Kraemer Farms 
should fuckin’ watch their backs. 


By choosing to educate and involve yourself 
in political work, you are making a commitment 
to take responsibility for changing injustice — 
not only by going to meetings and demonstra- 
tions, but in the way you conduct your personal 

life. As a political activist, you will be challeng- 
ing others to open their eyes, educate them- 
selves, and join you in your work. In order to be 
effective, you need to have personal as well as 
political integrity. It just makes sense that if 
you are using pornography or abusing your 
lover, you aren’t going to be terribly effective 
working in the movement to stop violence 
against women; and if you don’t reduce and 
recycle your own trash, chaining yourself to 
a tree just won't cut it — get your own life 
cleaned up before you start trying to change 
other people's. 
Political activism should be fun and 
personally fulfilling — it should make you 
feel good about yourself. This is very important to 
remember! This is not to discount the fact that 
most of the political issues that we feel strongly 
enough about to work on are negative aspects of 
ourworld thatneed to be changed. Asan activist, 
you will educate yourself about many issues and 
events that will make you angry, sad, scared, 
bitter, and frustrated. Often you will feel hopeless 
and overwhelmed by the enormity of the task you 
face. You will be a more effective activist, and be 
happier in your work and your life, if you can 
accept the fact that you are not personally re- 
sponsible forsaving the world, andcouldn’tifyou 
tried. Instead, realize that you are part of a global 
history, and that someone else will be there to 
pick up where you leave off as well. 

However, the fact that you are not respon- 
sible for saving the world does not mean that you 
are not responsible for making it a better place. 


The reality is that if you are reading this Hand- 
book, you are part of a highly select and privi- 
leged few in this world. You are in college (a 
private college, no less). If you are also white, you 
are more privileged. If you are also male, you are 
more privileged. If you are also Christian, you are 
more privileged. If you are also heterosexual, you 
are more privileged. If you are also able-bodied, 
you are more privileged. If your family is from a 
land-owning class, you are more privileged. 
Even if you are none of these things (and 
this being Reed, odds are, you are at least one or 
two of them), you are a college student. This 
means that you are in a unique position to 
experiment with activism while incurring rela- 
tively few repercussions. Unlike the vast major- 
ity of people, you can afford to take a day off to 
attend a rally ora workshop. Most of you are away 
from home, without the responsibility of provid- 
ing for anyone besides yourself. Many of you live 
on campus, and don’t even have to worry about 
paying monthly bills, cooking meals, or cleaning 
the bathroom. This is privilege, and it provides 
you with a perfect opportunity to experiment 
with activism, to use your unique place as a 
college student in American society to educate 
yourself about political reality, and to make a 
huge difference in the society in which you live. 
You are probably the most “free” of obligations to 
others that you will ever be in your adult life. 
When we understand this fact, we can under- 
stand why students worldwide have always been 
at the forefront of political and revolutionary 
movements for freedom and social justice. I be- 
lieve that it is our responsibility as students to 
become activists; if we don’t start now, we never will. 


Reed and Activism — Good Luck 

While it is definitely true that college in 
general is a great time to get into activism, Reed 
College in particular makes it extremely difficult. 
If you want to get straight A’s, plenty of sleep and 
exercise, be a crusader for justice, find yourself, 
experience the cultural and social life of Port- 
land, learn how to play a musical instrument, and 
start a meaningful relationship... forget it, you're 
at the wrong school. If you want to be a Reedie 
and an activist, you will have to prioritize, and 
you will have to be honest with yourself. Some 
things from the above list will have to go, and you 
are going to have to choose which ones. At this 
point, take some advice from a Reedie who 
knows: GUILT AND MARTYRDOM ARE 
NOT EFFECTIVE TOOLS FOR CHANGING 
YOURSELF OR THE WORLD. If you are con- 
‘sidering taking up activism because you suddenly 
realize that you haven't been marching in the 
streets for justice your whole life and you're 
feeling bad about yourself — DON'T. You will be 
miserable, and your cause will be better off with- 
out you. Only take up activism at Reed if it is 
something you really WANT to do and feel 


drawn to. 

Fortunately, Reed assigns you more work 
than it is humanly possible to get done anyway, 
so don’t worry too much if, as a political activist, 
you find thatyou don’t have time to getall of your 
Hum reading done. No one gets all of their Hum 
reading (or any other kind of reading) done, and 
just about everyone passes — you figure it out. If 
you choose to be a Reed Activist, you will quickly 
realize thatyou can actually dosurprisingly less of 
your schoolwork than you think and still get 
decent grades; if you don’t figure out how to do 
this, and give up feeling GUILTY about wasting 
your parents hard-earned money, doing both 
activism and Reed is virtually impossible. 

Of course, you can do more if you sleep less, 
right? Up to a point, this is true. I have found that 
I can function well consistently on six hours of 
sleep a night. If you start getting less than this, 
however, you soon won't be able to function at 
all. In other words, sleep is NOT something you 
can cross off your list, and neither is exercise. 
Sick, tired people make terrible students and 
worse activists. 

OK, sonowour list consists of passing all our 
classes, being a crusader for justice, and getting 
the minimum amount of sleep and exercise we 
need to stay healthy and get our work done. If 
you're lucky, you can incorporate one more item 
from the list into your life, but you will have to 
put it (and everything else) on hold the week 
before the big rally your group is planning, or the 
day before that big paper or lab report is due. Is 
this the kind of schedule you want? Think about 
it before you join three or four political organiza- 
tions and start down the tortuous path to burn- 
out hell. 


Strategies for Being a Reed Activist — Taking 
Care of Yourself 

Now, don’t get me wrong, the best part of 
my time at Reed has been spent doing political 
activism — really. The key to being a student, an 
activist, and happy is to take care of yourself and 
be realistic. First of all, you are a student. You are 
at Reed because — I hope — you want to be in 
college, and Reed is tough. It’s OK to be a 
political activist and still go to all of your classes. 
Both Reed and activism can teach you a bot. As 
long as you're here, you might as well take what 
Reed can give you. Otherwise, you should just 
drop out and do political activism full-time. 

If you're still reading, I'll assume that you’ve 
decided not to drop out. This is the best advice | 
can give you for making activism at Reed work 
and feel good: CHOOSE ONE CAUSE AT A 
TIME. Thiscan be very difficult (1 myself have so 
far failed to follow this brilliant gem of advice, 
with the result that I have had no time in my life 
for anything except school, cat naps, and the 
three Reed political organizations I've tried to 
keep alive. At the end of last semester, 1 vowed 


never to make myself so miserable again.) There| ™ 
are many great political organizations, both on| 
and off-campus, that need your energy and com- 
mitment. Follow your heart and join the one you! Q, 
feel most drawn to, or shop around for awhile and 
then pick one. ONE is the key word here. I] @ 
guarantee that you will be healthier, more effec- 
tive, and possibly even retain your sanity. 




































Reed Activism or Portland Activism — the 
Brick Wall vs. the Real World 

Notonly do you need to choose one issue to 
work on out of the thousands that desperately 
need you, you also need to consider where you 
want to work on that issue: Reed or the “Real 
World.” Both have advantages and disadvan- 
tages, which I will briefly describe. 

Reed Activism’s big advantages are conve- 
nience, and feeling like you are a part of the 
student movement. Everything is right here; 
rooms to meet in, people to work with, paper to 
make posters with (free from the Student Activi- 
ties Office, even). The friends you make in your 
political organization will be in your classes, your) 5 
dorm, etc. However, this can also be a big disad- a. 
vantage. You would most likely meet these folks 7 
around Reed anyway; limiting your political work 
to the Reed community can cutyou off from a lot 
of great “Real World” activists from different| O 
class, racial, and age backgrounds who have aj A" 
great deal to offer. 

The biggest disadvantage to Reed Activ- 
ism, however, is that it is incredibly frustrating, 
and often leaves those who do it for too long 
feeling bitter and cynical (like me). Trying to 
change this place can be like trying to break 
down a brick wall with your head. You learn a lot 
in the process, but you could also learn the same 
activism skills in a more positive environment. 
Reed has a great reputation for being a radical 
place that is open to change and eager to include 
students in the decision-making process about 
what gets taught here and by whom. This is not 
true. Reed is a liberal educational institution, 
founded by white, propertied men — and is still 
tun by white, propertied men today. Asa liberal 
institution, Reed upholds the traditional view 
that a classical education (read white, male, 
heterosexual, European) is the best education, 
and continues to stick to this system, which was 
originally designed to educate male European 
elites. 

There is plenty of political activism to be 
done here. Unfortunately, students have been 
doing it for many years with very little success. 
Reed Out of Apartheid, for example, has been 
trying to get Reed to divest from South A frica for 
close to six years now, and women have been 
fighting to be safe on campus and read about 
women’s experiences in their classes for longer 
than anyone can remember. Change comes 
slowly, in part because of the rigidity of the 
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faculty and administration, and in part because of 
the apathy of much of the student body. Remem- 
ber our discussion of privilege? Trying to get 
students here to give up theirs is the most frustrat- 
ing aspect of Reed Activism. Most of the really 
dedicated student activists 1 know started out in 
Reed Activism, but eventually became so disillu- 
sioned that they either quit activism altogether, 
leftReed, or took their activism off-campus where 
it — and they — were valued. 

Portland isa great city for political activists. 
There are organizations working on every cause 
imaginable, and there are a lot of great people 
with tons to teach you about political ideology 
and organizing. Since taking my political activ- 
ism off-campus, | have experienced less sexism, 
and other negative internal group dynamics, and 
had much more fun that I ever did fighting the 


The topic of minority issues isasensitive one, and 
the discussion around the topic often tends not to 
be very sensitive, or sensible. The following 
article in no way represents anybody's opinion 
except for Ho- Yon Hwang's. It is included in this 
handbook primarily to offer an example of de- 
bate around the topic at Reed. It is an important 
issue, and at the very least, this article might act 
as a starting point for someone, whether you 
think it’s stupid and wrong-headed or righteous 
and brilliant. 


Minority Issues At Reed 
By Ho-Yon Hwang, '92 


Writing the definitive story of 
minorities at Reed is probably im- 
possible. Coming to Reed, each 
person has a unique set of expec- 
tations. Leaving Reed, each per- 
son will have had a unique set of experi- 
ences. This article is written to address facts of 
minority issues at Reed, popular beliefs and opin- 
ions and my own (hopefully not too biased) 
views on the subject. 

According to the Admissionsoffice, 12.5% 
of the freshman class and 9% of the transfer 
students last year were minorities. To be spe- 
cific, Reed was introduced to 14 Hispanics, 3 
African-Americans, 2 Native Americans, 19 
Asians/Pacific Islanders and 3 other new mi- 
nority students last year. Reed lacks diversity in 
comparison to other small liberal arts colleges. 
Minority students are actively recruited, accord- 

5 ing to the Admissions office, so why is this the 
fy | case? One argument is that if a black student is 
£ accepted into Reed, s/he would most likely also 
G | be offered a scholarship by Harvard, Williams or 
Y | Carleton. The fact that Reed has a policy of no 
€ | special admissions does not help increase diver- 
° sity. 

2 Stereotypes based on race exist even at 

e= | Reed. Reedies are not unaware of different skin 


Minority 


system at Reed. However, there are definite 
disadvantages to doing activism in the “Real 
World.” For one thing, it’s more serious. You are 
in greater risk of getting beat up, harassed, ar- 
rested, etc., outside of the relatively safe world of 
Reed College and our friendly Community Safety 
folks. For another thing, you have to get yourself 
off campus. Transportation can be a problem, 
and leaving your work at Reed can be hard. If you 
can doit, though, it’s really great. Lots of Reedies 
never leave campus except to go up the hill — 
don’t let yourself be one of them. 

Itcan also be tough and scary to get hooked 
up with an off campus group, especially if you’ve 
never been in Portland before. Relax, there are 
lots and lots of Reedies doing political activism 
all over Portland, and they are eager to help you 
out. There are lots and lots of groups in Portland 


colors or other visible racial features. However, 
open hostilities towards minorities are virtually 
non-existent at Reed, as long as both parties are 
Reedies (although, if you are a black person 
visiting Reed, a chat with a CSO perhaps should 
be expected). A minority studentat Reed is more 
likely to encounter “controlled indifference” or 
“hyper-attentiveness” from other community 
members. The former may come from self-con- 
sciousness, while the latter may come from curi- 
osity or pity. Whatever the reason, a minority 
student at Reed is likely to be scrutinized by 
others. 

Although limited in variety, Reed offers a 
few courses in Asian and Hispanic studies (a 
mixed bag of his- 
tory, religion, an- 

thropology, and 
literature). Un- 
less many more 
minority stu- 
dents come to 
Reed and demand that minority issues be given 
greater attention, the curriculum will notchange. 
The college cannot afford to expand these pro- 
grams unless they are assured of a continued 
interest. Also, although the faculty is dedicated 
and intelligent, there are only a few role models 
for minorities. 

Reedies show a surprising degree of interest 
in different cultural and ethnic events. Though 
cultural events are not plentiful at Reed, you can 
often find members of the 
Western culture here seem- 
ingly more interested in dif- 
ferent cultural events than 
many minority students of that 
culture. Many Reedies will, in 
fact, tromp off to far-away places such as China, 
Pakistan, Peru, or Africa to expand their hori- 
zons during their time off from school. These 
conditions can allow easier interaction between 
the students from Western cultures and others, 


that really want you to join them. There’s also a 
Community Service Office in Eliot and a Suu- 
dent Action Office in the SU, and the staff would 
be thrilled to help you figure out what you want 
to do and where to go to do it. All in all, I (and 
many of the people I met doing Reed Activism) 
have found off-campus activism to be much more 
rewarding. As I said earlier, you also learn more 
working with a more diverse group of people. 


Get Off Your Butt and Do Something 

What are you in college for if not to experi- 
ence new things and challenge yourself in new 
ways? Political activism isn’t always fun, and it’s 
never easy, but it is your responsibility — and 
probably the most important thing you cando for 
yourself at Reed. 


although the interaction between the minority 
“groups” at Reed still seems a little more awk- 
ward. The general agreement among minority 
students seems to be that the minority scholars 
program is a good one, and one important role 
the minority scholars play is atthe culturalevents 
at Reed. Still, some believe that Reed can foster 
even more diverse community and curriculum. 

While it may not be too unreasonable to say 
that some Reedies look at and treat minority 
students differently, these issues do not seem to 
surface on the conscious (group) level. Minori- 
ties are so small in number that many Reedies do 
not see minorities as a separate group. Minority 
students at Reed do not seem to feel a need to 
congregate and protect themselves from the oth- 
ers. Likewise, other Reedies do not feel a need to 
intimidate minorities. Divisions according to 
ethnicity are small, and the minority students, in 
fact, are pretty much invisible as a group. 

So, you have decided to come to Reed 
despite the (lack of) reputation Reed has for the 
minority programs. A minority student becomes 
an oddball because s/he goes to Reed, while a 
white student comes to Reed because s/he is 
eccentric. As a matter of fact, you may find that 
minority students at Reed are more normal in 
some senses than other Reedies. This, | think, 
has both good and bad aspects. Getting sur- 
rounded by a weird looking group of students the 
first day of college can be a big culture shock. On 
the other hand, these eccentrics are better than 

most people in accepting people from 
different cultures. Many Reedies try 


hard to accept people from different 
cultures, despite the fact thatReed, 


as an academic institution, still 

does not offer much variety in 
studies outside the Western culture. There really 
is no role model for minorities except in the 
white standard. Nevertheless, within the bound- 
ary of fields it offers, Reed is an excellent school, 
and can be acceptable even as it stands now. 


Minority issues at Reed are different from 
those at other elite colleges and universities. 
Reed has a very strong academic reputation, but 
formany minorities this isnot the only important 
matter. The current conditions demand that 
minorities sacrifice much and work harder, and 


CAUTIONARYNOTES: ON BEING FEMI- 
NIST AT REED 

PRACTICALADVICE TO THE NEOPHYTE 
By Kristin Jacobson, '91 


The Introduction 

He looks at me, peering over the fizzing gin 
and tonic. “The cool feminists drink cheap beer.” 
Hmm... can’t argue 
with that. I certainly 
do, and I am oh-so- 


the college is unbending in its refusal to make 
changes. To a certain extent, there is less racism 
at Reed than other places, but Reed students, 
including most minorities, do not care much 
about the minority issues. Instead, the existing 
conditions are taken mostly for granted. There 


who don’t really care what you are saying and 
who are only interested in thrusting home their 
particular and individual point. 

Despite all the hype, despite all the reams of 
paper and hours of discussion, feminism at Reed 
remains one of the greater taboos. The Reed 
Feminists are especially prone to exclusion, try- 
ing to create and define a model of feminist 

action and theory 
which ignores the 


® @ 
vast majority of 
cool, Also, undeniably, thewomen (never 


a feminist. Not a bad 

barometer, the beer 

thing. After four years 

of Reed conferences 

(and he really did four years here, all in a row, 
imagine!), he’s probably picked up something. 
How encouraging. 

But cool is not really the question. Femi- 
nism is not about coolness, in the Reed sense of 
poses and posturings. Neither is it about comfort, 
despite many people's attempts to create safe 
environments within a hostile and decidedly 
unsafe world. At Reed, like elsewhere, feminism 
is always a matter of compromise, and there are 
better things to fight about than the beer. Or 
sometimes even the company. As you get used to 
the ebb and flow of Reed in-fighting (and Port- 
land beer), it becomes easier to pick your battles. 
And your beers. 

Men, if they are truly intelligent, never 
bring feminism up if they can avoid it. (Unless 
they are trying to get into someone’s pants. But 
we'll get to the People to Watch Out For later.) 
Your profs may talk about it in terms of Confer- 
ence Dynamics— i.e., why do all the men talk all 
the time? Your dormies and parents might touch 
upon it (esp, when urging you to go to conscious- 
ness-raising activities like the Rape Awareness 
Meeting — a noble effort at education, but 
basically a total waste of time if you know any- 
thing at all and are already tired of listening to 
people [mostly male] who think they know what 
they’re talking about spout for tens of minutes. 
Very good if you are an Oppressed White Male 
trying to get in touch with the wrongs of the 
universe and feel like sharing. Unfortunately, 
most well-intentioned information sessions are 
dominated by the talkative men, a group sorely 
over-privileged by the democratic system and in 
desperate need ofa nice, authoritative kick in the 
mouth.) And you yourself will of course become 
embroiled in messy, messy discussions with people 


mind the Sensi- 
tive Men) on this 
eC p campus, but fo- 
cuses instead on 
the 
needs of their own group. It’s not that easy, of 
course. Lots of men like to think of themselves as 
feminist (but you're not; just get over it), but the 
Reed Feminists are a very particular and ever- 
changing group of women. (Not womyn, or any 
other variation; anyone that serious probably 
wouldn't go to Reed.) And since these RF’s are 
consistently the most vocal and visible on the 
subjects, they and their principles appear to 
define the very soul of Feminism (or at least the 
Reed agenda thereon). They do not. 

And yet, regardless of everyone’s eagerness 
to blames the entire woes of Reed College on 
those pesky women, no one really wants to think 
through the real problems facing women at Reed 
(students, faculty, administration) or make any 
moves to change anything. Not even the Femi- 
nists. (For scatological reasons, every time “femi- 
nists” iscapitalized understand “Reed Feminists.”) 
Mostly the RFs just want to vent — an under- 
standable need given the quality and intensity of 
life at Reed. And they will try to take down 
whatever is between them and their espoused 
ideals. Even if you make more sense. 

But that does not mean that you (oh intel- 
ligent and worthy reader) must fall victim to this 
devious plot to entrap you and rip away your 
tenuous hold onemotional and intellectual secu- 
tity. Hence this guide, mostly scathing with 
grains of truth everywhere and serious resources 
for people who might care. But if you’re looking 
for anice little talk about the Women’s Center or 
the Lesbian-Gay-Bisexual Union or the (Divin- 
ity help me) Men’s Issue Discussion Group go 
elsewhere. Being politicized at Reed sucks and 
most people really don’t give a fuck what your 
lazy asses think. 

The Definition 


very contextual ° 


are people who believe that Reed should have| ™ 
more community discussions on minority (or 
related) issues to be fair, but they seem to be few 
in number. 


Ho-Yon is currently looking for a job. 
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There are many ways to type and identify a] = 
Reed Feminist in any stage of pupation. This} ® 
angry and seemingly militant group is an Anthro |(Q 
major’s dream, with easily defined general stages| @ 
and almost infinite variety within the structure. 
Some of the major stages are described below, in| # 
an attempt to brief the new students and amuse| "* 
the old ones. 

(1) The Hum-oppressed: (And rightly so.)) Q., 
While in this early stage of transformation, fledg- 
ing RFs learn how to breathe fire and brimstone 
whenever that most nasty of subjects is raised 
(innocently orotherwise; Feminist-baiting isquite 
en vogue with some groups): the Hum syllabus. 
This self-righteous anger stems from an awaken- 
ing sense of the inherent prejudices of a tradi- 
tional education, and resentment that they must, 
in their newly enlightened state, continue to 
study under such a fascist system. They will begin 
talking inclass, often dominating the conference| © 
in much the same way all the obnoxious males} © 
did, and continuing the discussion (loudly) for} 9= 
long, long hours in their dorm social rooms or 
perhaps, if they are brave, in the SU. This stage 
usually ends about the time finals start, but only 
after at least one disappointing (and probably 
highly visible) confrontation with the Reed Fac- 
ulty or Administration. NOTE: During thisstage, 
the RF’s encounter, for the first time at Reed any 
way, the Sensitive Man. Some RFs learn very 
quickly to stay away, but others become en- 
tranced by a Man supporting their rebellious 
views and often end up in bed with them. (Past 
the Hum stage it’s a very good idea to be inordi- 
nately cautious of a SM; lots of men who should 
know better put it on as a way to get close to a 
desirable woman.) Beware, beware. 

(2) The every-man-l-ever-slept-with- 
raped-me stage: This phase may begin as early as 
third quarter of the first year and may continue 
on through the entirety of junior year. (Thesis 
stress will wipe out almost everything, especially 
long-nurtured beliefs about self and the interac- 
tion of self and the world.) As their arguments 
turn nasty and they begin to develop actual 
politics beyond the anger of Hum and the unfair- 
ness of it all, Reed Feminists begin to focus their 
attention on the subtler manifestations of sexism 
and the patriarchal social pressures in their own 
lives. Sex, at this juncture, becomes a concer. 
With dawning horror, RFs realize that due to the 
inherent patriarchal structure of opposite-gen- 
der interactions and the necessarily intensified 
(if not overt) power dynamics of sex, they have 
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not always been in control of their sexual en- 
counters. (Surprise!) That, in retrospect, they 
are notsure that they ever wanted todo anything 
(no matter what their hormones were telling 
them). That, in retrospect, they never had a 
choice (no matter what the situation). That, in 
retrospect, they had never actually tripped the 
light fandango but were in fact cruelly and wan- 
tonly used without thought or regard to their 
future feelings on the subject. NOTE: During 
this phase, the Sensitive Men try to understand 
what it might feel like to be so violated, and try 
to get the unwitting RF into bed in order to prove 
that all men are not created equally. This may 
work, unless the RF is well on her way to #3. 

(3) The sophomore lesbian: Oftentimes 
concurrent with #2, but not necessarily. Not 
interchangeable with #2, because this third stage 
is rooted ina more fundamental understanding of 
gender dynamics, which only happens after the 
Hum stage. And besides, lots of women never get 
over their heterosexuality, even after proper ex- 
perimentation. Which is what this stage tries to 
be. As their resentment at the world grows, the 
RFs seek out others who share not only similar 
butindeed identical views, driving their numbers 
into ever-tightening groups, with complicated 
infrastructures of rightspeak (you of the PC gen- 
eration would say Correctspeak) and ritual, which 
is invariably decimated when one of the group 
decides she still likes men. Which leads to #4. 

(4) The disenfranchised: This may hap- 
pen as late as second quarter, senior year. Here, 
before the real heat of pressure writing, the 
heightened sensibilities of deep and serious 
thought lead to the further isolation and frag- 
mentation of the group. The bisexuals begin to 
interactonly with other bisexuals, the free speech- 
ers with the free speech-ers, militant lesbians 
with militant lesbians, the anti-porns with the 
anti-porns, the legalize prostitution, the strug- 
glingwith religion in aresponsible way, the rights 
activists, etc. Here, you can begin to see the 
splintering; such specialization cannot sustain 
itself for long (witness the Shakers, for instance). 
Some RFs evolve into even-thinking members of 
society, noted for their exquisite restraint and 
precise articulation. But it doesn’t really matter, 
since eventually everybody graduates or drops 
out. (Then the real fun starts.) 

Don't forget that the newly converted are 
always the loudest in proclaiming their views. 
While all this is going on, lotsof women who care 

W | are trying other options, so don’t feel pressured to 


ec Remember, it takes quite a bit out of you to 
© | seriously commit to anything other than school. 
2 Think before you agree to take anything on. It is 
e== | better to be realistic about your limits than to 


disappoint whomever might be counting on you. 
This list is only partial; 1 can’t remember every- 
thing. 

The Rude Girl Press: Has gone seriously 
downhill, spiralling into the murky regions of 
touchy-feely sensitivity and bad planning. How- 
ever, it’s still a good place to contribute ideas — 

creatively, academically, politically. And the 
editors are always looking for new people to help 
out, 

The Women’s Center: Has the best re- 
sources on campus, but becoming involved with 
any of the support groups or planning commit- 
tees is cautioned. The Center gets very very 
claustrophobic and cliquish. Back-biting (if not 
outright stabbing) occurs. 

Women’s Week: Happensonce a year, and 
is planned and sponsored by the Women’s Cen- 
ter. Take advantage of it, but think carefully 
about any of the planned Faculty/Student inter- 
actions. The two most emotionally dangerous 
events are the Speakout, wherein women inter- 
act all day, utilizing a mike open only to women 
speakers and the Take Back the Night march, 
reclaiming spaces where women were violated. 
Expect a lot of hostility, both from within and 
without the group. 

The Pornography Slide Show: Basically 
this is a show-and-discuss setting, where after 
being presented with a barrage of pornographic 
stills (with commentary), the floor is open to 
talk. Always upsetting, it is an intensely private 
thing despite the public forum. 

Women’s Self Defense: Designed to make 
women aware of the many potential dangers of 
living, and to help them think through solutions. 
It has met with mixed reviews. 

LBGU: Comesand goes every other year or 
so. Generally more active in the fall, falls apart in 
the spring. Check out the message board in Eliot 
Hall. 

Martial Arts/Yoga/Meditation: A variety 
of choices, offers mind and body strengthening, 
as wellasan altermate view of the world. Poekoelan 
and Yoga are very popular. 

Girlz Nite: A lot of fun. Go, by all means, 
go. 


The Portland Women’s Crisis Line: holds 
trainings periodically. Call 235-5333 for volun- 





teer info. 


Council for Prostitution Alternatives: is 
very, very small and requires a serious dedication 
and time commitment. 

Portland Police Women’s Self-Defense: 
Taught by female officers, aims to do much like 
the Reed version. However, this is not Reed- 
sponsored, so you might get a larger variety of 
women in your class. Call Portland Police for 
info. It’s free. 

Queer Nation: I don’t really know what 
they’re up to. There’s a number to call some- 
where. 

NARAL (National Abortion Rights Ac- 
tion League): Always loves volunteers. 

And of course, check with Glenn Mont- 
gomery in the SEEDS (Students for Education, 
Empowerment & Direct Service) office (X563). 
He'll know what groups are currently active and 
how to get involved. 


The Admonishment 

CAUTION: Trying to come to grips with 
your opinions on feminism and related problems 
is a very long and tortuous process anywhere and 
at Reed, where all emotional intensity is chan- 
nelled into the dubious reward of academia and 
the learning process, it can be unbelievably dan- 
gerous to self-esteem and emotional security. 
Don’t say we didn’t warn you. 


The Disclaimer 

I feel the need to cover my ass, at least 
nominally. Please remember, you oh-so-impres- 
sionable first-years, that 1 am speaking strictly 
from my own vantage point, and I’ve been away 
a year. This article is supposed to be only the 
beginning of a discussion, not the end and final 
judgement. And please remember, as I rag un- 
mercifully upon many practices of this campus 
and groups on this campus, that] am speaking as 
an outsider. Whatever else my sins may be, I was 
never, ever a Reed Feminist, and so when I speak 
of them as a cohesive group know that it is 
inaccurate and misleading and that I am speak- 
ing only from my observations as a member of the 
much-touted and little seen Reed Community. 
But we like to generalize, do we Reedies, and I 
hope you have great fun being outraged at my 
comments and picking apart my faulty logic. I 
always do. 





by eve lyons 


This article is dedicated to Hilary Caroline Lewis, 
who was a wonderful friend and an organizer for last 


well. See, no one actually talks about anything 
after the Speak-Out, so when people come up 
and ask “how are you?” after the Speak-Out, I’m 
not sure if they were at the Speak Out and are 
asking how I am in reference to what] spoke out 


year’s Speak-Out and Women's Week. about, or if it’s just an idle question, or if they 
have no idea I spoke out but 

I guess this is are just concerned that] look 

a warning article about like I might break down and 
the Speak-Out I’ve been e Ca bawl at any moment. Al- 
thinking a lot about it beit, part of the reason no 
lately and how intense it one talks about the Speak- 
is, pretty much ever since the last one I attended Out afterwards is because 


and helped plan. For the new freshmen and 
women, the Speak-Out is an open-mic forum for 
women survivors of violence and/or harassment 
(in this category comes women’s experiences as 
rape survivors, abusive relationships, eating dis- 
orders, childhood sexual/physical/emotional 
abuse, and anything else a woman might want to 
talk about in a safe forum) to speak out about 
their experiences. Last year there was also a 
separate open-mic forum for men on a different 
day. However this article will only address my 
experiences with the women’s Speak-Out. My 
first year at Reed I sat through almost the whole 
Speak-Out, smoked a “butt-load” of cigarettes, 
and then went back to my dorm to breathe for the 
first time in four hours. One woman in my social 
room at the time saw me hyperventilating and 
said simply (wryly) “you come from the Speak- 
Out?” 

My second Speak-Out (lastyear’s) was 
even more intense because I spoke out. But 
speaking out wasn’t really what made it more 
intense. That felt good. What was difficult was 
what came post-Speak-Out. First of all, there 
was still stuff 1 hadn’t spoken out about, stuff I 
hadn’t allowed myself to think about, and now 
suddenly speaking out about some of my experi- 
ences meant all the others were at the forefront 
of my thoughts. There were other problems, as 


women’s privacy is respected enough by most 
people on this campus to obey the Speak-Out 
tules. These rules are crucial (the spe- 
cific rule I'm referring to here is that you 
may not approach a woman in any man- 
ner whatsoever about what she has spo- 

ken out about) but they scare off people 

you want to talk to as well as the creeps youdon’t. 
So you wind up in friends’ rooms at three in the 
morning freaking out, or some equivalent of that 
scenario. Last year, there was pizza offered in the 
Women's Center after the Speak-Out so that 
women had a place to go and chill and not freak 
out, and that was a good thing. We laughed alot., 
but that was only a break in the tension. The 
tension returns, at least it did for me, and by 
Sunday night (the Speak-Out was on Friday), I 
was freaking out in a friend’s room. The Speak- 
Out is always on a Friday, and that bears men- 
tioning in itself. That way you don’t have to go 
to Hum Conference—or whatever—the next 
day and then face the person who sexually as- 
saulted you after just speaking out about it. But 
Monday always comes and so eventually you 
have to deal with people again, and while clearly 
this is a necessary step for everyone to take, 
nothing prepares you for this step because assoon 
as school starts again on Monday no one talks 
about the Speak-Out any more (not that there’s 


Out 


any time). But there are certain things academ- 
ics should be put on hold for, and I think main- 
taining emotional sanity is one of them. 

This is not meant to scate anyone 
away from the Speak Out. | think it’s one of the 
most important events for everyone on campus, 
and just as important for people who listen as for 
people who speak out. However, I also think 
people should check in with themselves before, 
during and after the Speak-Out to make sure 


poos 


a21,0°°>2 


they're emotionally equipped to deal with it, and|(Q 


seek emotional support if they’re not. I just wish 
there had been some warnings about the Speak- 
Out for me before I attended my first one, and I 


still think that we need some public manner of| ™ 


talking about the issues the Speak Out 
bringsup, talking not justaround Speak 
Out time but all year round, talking 
not just about what has happened to 
us but about living with it now. Be- 
cause simply telling about our expe- 


& 
a. 
® 
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riences in front of an obscenely large group of| 
people, while it is important, is not the end of} @ 


dealing with it. For all the time we spend talking 
about sex we don’t spend enough time talking 
about how our past affects our sex lives, how our 
past affects our close relationships, and how our 
past affects ourselfesteem. Until we learn to start 


~ 
a. 


talking, nothing, not even the Speak Out, is 0 


going to change the unfortunate way things are 
now. 

But not to end on a sour note, I advise 
all first year students to attend the Speak-Out, to 
stay only as long as you can cope, and if there is 
anything you want to speak out about by all 
meansdo it. And ifyou're not comfortable speak- 
ing out, that’s okay too because everyone has her 
own way of coping and you should do whatever 
works for you. Just please, for everyone, allow for 
room in our lives to talk about these issues so that 
safe space like the Speak-Out isn’t necessary to 


set aside. 
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by William Abernathy, '88 


Guess what time of year it is again. Yes, the 
beginning of school brings many wondrous, joy- 
ous things to all of our hearts and souls. The 
warmth ofan Indian summer, the smell of freshly 
cut grass, the twinkle in the eye of Reed dogs as 
they daintily tongue the rich, verdant crust from 
their pudenda, and, of 
course, a fresh crew of new 
faces, on board and on the 
scrounge line, at the chow 
hall. 

With every new 
school year, it seems, a 
new load of scroungers 
descends upon the trays of hapless freshfolk with 
a reckless abandon and joie de vivre which is a 
sight to behold. Alas, there are some narrow- 
minded members of the community who, for 
some reason or another, find the sight of a pack 
of hirsute, hunger-crazed ersatz bohemians drool- 
ing over a half-chewed au jus stub less than 


stub happens to be on their tray. 

I have also noticed in past years that at 
about this time of year, somebody gets annoyed 
enough about the fact that strangers are stealing 
their garbage to either write a surly diatribe to the 
Quest, complain to the nearest Powerful Person 
in a position of authority, or perform both of the 
above, needlessly raising the hackles of just about 
everybody who has a hackle left to be raised. 

In my opinion, this horrid exigency, with its 
consequent violence, bloodshed, travail, and all- 
around nastiness could be avoided if we students, 
scroungers and boarders alike, just minded our 
manners and kept nine simple rules of thumb — 
heck, let’s call them commandments — in mind. 
Commandments for scroungers 

1. Thoushalt not wrest thy bread from the 
tray of another without first asking. This is 
Commandment Uno for good reason. Believe it 
or not, some people object to scrounging on 
general principle. They think it is a filthy, dis- 
gusting practice and would simply like to have 
nothing to do with it. As such, they have every 
right to deny you the contents of their tray. Be 
calm. Let it slide. Recognize that there is plenty 
more where that came from. 

2. Thou shalt not place the remnants of 
thy feast upon the trays of the innocent without 
Wi | first asking. Another biggie. Once again, recog- 

=| nize that there are, in fact, people hanging on to 
E those trays. They are not, though it may seem so 
G | attimes, tiny links in agiantconveyor belt placed 
© | there for your dining pleasure and convenience. 
| Many people are more than happy to save you a 
Ol little legwork to the slop window, but a half- 
2 chewed manicotti descending unannounced, as 
em | if from the heavens, onto one’s tray is a cruel fate 


Scrounging 


inspirational, particularly if the aforementioned: 


at best. So don’t do it, okay? 
3. Thou shalt not lunge covetously at the 
trays of those who have not yet eaten. Some- 
times this one can be a toughie, since many 
Commons repasts look distinctly chewed-upon 
before they leave the steam tables. Once you 
have determined, however, that the food is pris- 
tine and notyet in the public domain, don’t hang 
about making puppy eyes at the boarder; let the 
poor 


slob 


Obvi- 
ously, 
this in- 
dividual 
has im- 
portant eating to do. This leads us into the next 
commandment. 

4. Thou shalt not crowd the slop window, 
nor unnecessarily impede the progress of slop- 
ping. Get your grub and getoutof the way. Is that 
a problem for you orsomething? Also, if the urge 
strikes you to prance about, gaily demonstrating 
your collegiate right to behave like a total jack- 
ass, make quite certain that there’s no hapless 
diner bearing obliviously down on you from 
behind. This may seem a bitobvious, but you'd be 
surprised how often scroungers sow the seeds of 
discontent completely by accident. Mind your- 
self. 

5. Thou shalt not denigrate the tastes of 
the diners. Don’t get in someone's face and ask, 
“How can you eat that?” or yell to your pal 
(utilizing third person invisible case), “Hey, Lou- 
ie! Get a load of that brownie she’s got. Whassat 
look like to you? Looks like a turd to me! Heh- 
heh. Hey, is that tapioca or snot?” etc. 

6. Thou shalt not table-scrounge. Okay, 
okay, I hate whoever the food service is this year 
as much as the next guy. I have no idea who they 
are but] hate them just because institutional food 
services are the whipping boys of the service 
economy, and I’m sure you'll hate them too, for 
want of anything else to hate. As trained Institu- 
tional Food Service Professionals, they are used 
to this collegiate tradition, and budget grief- 
counselling and stress-management courses into 
their budgets accordingly. Scrounging, however, 
is unique to Reed, and wholly outside the train- 
ingand mindset of the Institutional Food Service 
Professional, who views it, perhaps even rightly, 
as a threat to the Institutional Food Service Life- 
Force — profit. If too much table-scrounging 
goes on, Reed’s Institutional Food Service Pro- 
fessional (whoever he or she may be) is sure to 
take notice through narrowed eyes and make a 
fuss, demanding (ofall things! )even more money 
from on-campus diners next year. There always 
seems to be enough garbage to eat anyway, so why 
risk the whole scam just to get the food ten 
minutes younger? What? You want it at the peak 





of its flavor or something? 
Commandments for boarders 

For those of you on board | also humbly 
pronounce the following commandments. 

7. Thou shalt not take guff from the 
scroungers. If somebody in the scrounge line is 
tude to you, say, “Hey! What the fuck? You're 
being rude to me. Knock that shit off!” It’s easy, 
it’s quick, and often times it’s necessary. It’s also 
a lot more effective than writing a diatribe to the 
Quest, or calling in an administrative airstrike. 
Don't think of it as a mere bother; think of it as 
your duty. 

8. Thou shalt not spread plagues upon the 
house of the scroungers. If you've got a cold, the 
flu, mono, trench mouth, or any othercontagion, 
warn potential scroungers with tales of woe and 
impending doom should they dare touch fork to 
your food. Sure, misery loves company, but do I 
deserve your dengue fever? 

9. Thou shalt not use thy food as an 
ashtray, nor plough salt into the furrows of thy 
mashed potatoslurry. On theone hand, itis your 
food and, after all, you can do anything you damn 
well please with it. On the other hand, bear in 
mind that sabotaging your milk with mustard, 
your mashed potatoes with a ton of salt, your 
gravy with tabasco, or any other sneaky, un- 
derhanded trick will come at great peril to your 
own personal well-being. Some scroungers have 
a pretty good memory for faces, and the remain- 
der, grown burly and surly by a diet of filth, have 
a proficiency for rearranging them. If you do feel 
the urge to play such games, I exhort you to ask 
yourself a single question: “Do I feel lucky?” 

Well, do ya, punk? 

The Four “P”s of Scrounging. 

With due homage to Mr. Chris Roth, origi- 
nator of the Four “Ps, I submit for your approval 
this sacred scrounge mnemonic. The Four “P”s of 
Scrounging are Politeness, Perseverance, Pa- 
tience, and Physics. Remember: 

When scrounging, always be Polite. 

Persevere in your scrounging; scrounge un- 
til you have had your fill. 

In the darkest hours of the scrounge line, be 
Patient in your time of trial; lose not thy cool. 

The laws of Physics are in force. Don't 
balance your plates, cups, and bowls full of slop 
on the rails, lest they fall. Don’t snatch food too 
quickly off of an unbalanced tray, particularly if 
the person holding the tray is using only one 
hand to support it. If you ignore slop physics, you 
will have much unwanted apology, sarcastic ap- 
plause, and cleanup to face. 

“Let us then bear these commandments in 
our minds, and draw them nearer then to our 
hearts, such that our sins be not met with a 
vengeful heart or be viewed with a wrathful eye.” 
Thus spake he unto the Reedites, and the Lord 
blessed him, saying, “Itismeet and rightso todo.” 

Here endeth the lesson. 


by Adam S. Moore, '92 


At Reed, it is virtually mandatory to take 
some time off in the course of getting one’s 
degree. Unlike other institutions, 
where people want to hurry up 
and finish so they can get on to 
their high-paying jobs, Reedies 
like to take the meandering 
route of the dilettante in their 
trip through college-land. Tak- 
ing time off, to paraphrase 
Clausewitz, is the continua- tion ofedu- 
cation by other means. In addition, getting out of 
Reed for awhile helps one to get a perspective on 
the Reed experience. There are several basic 
methods of doing this. 

My Problems Would Seem So Much Better In 
Someplace Where No One Speaks English: 
The Year Abroad. 

Of course, in studying abroad, one is not 
actually taking time off, but you are getting away 
from Reed. This can be a good thing, especially 
for foreign-language oriented people; experienc- 
ing other cultures and all that. Besides, going 
someplace completely different is fun, and when 
else will it be so easy to move abroad for a year? 
Talk to Paul DeYoung in the International Pro- 
grams Office in Eliot; he'll be a big help in getting 
you where you want to go. A variant of this 
method is to spend a year travelling instead of 
studying. If you have the cash, this option de- 


servesconsideration. You'll probably learn things 
in a tour of the world’s bars, opium dens, boho 






hangouts, and jails that neither Oxford nor the 
Sorbonne (nor even the London School of Eco- 


nomics) can teach you. 


What Do You Mean You Rented 

My Room?: Time Off in Your 
Home Town. 

After some time at Reed, going 


ear back to the ol’ womb (part ways back, 


anyway) can seem attractive. Also, it’s 
a great way to save money, as you can 
probably stay at home for free. The real 
advantage to this is that after a few months of 
slaving at your “real-world” job, going to malls 
with your shiftless high school friends, and hav- 
ing your father remind you to take out the trash, 
you'll be ecstatic to get back to Reed. Consider 
the alternative of going someplace more interest- 
ing and getting a job there. You won't save as 
much money, or have a comforting parental 
safety net, but you'll have more to talk about 
when you go back to Reed. 


Working in a Fish Hatchery Will Improve my 
Understanding of Nietzsche: Getting a Nause- 
ating Job in Some Hideous Environment. 
Some people feel the need to go to some 
awful mega-manual-labor job in someplace like 
Alaska so they can have an “experience.” Okay; 
if that’s what pumps your nads. You'll probably 
eam a load of cash, if the job is awful enough (and 
you don’t blow it all on speed). A variant of this 
is going to live in the wilderness for a while. 
Truth be told, I'd rather just read a Jack London 
novel; itonly takes a couple of hours and doesn’t 


leave scars. 


Yes, I Still Go to School Here: Taking Time 
Off in Portland. 

This is my personal favorite. Portland is a 
nice town, and pretty cheap to live in. I know 
many people have the urge to go anywhere, so 
long as it’s away from Reed, but for my money, 
Reed isa pretty nice place when one removes the 
academic workload and constant fear of impend- 
ing failure that generally goes with it. All the 
facilities of the campus and amenities of the 
social scene are there at your disposal, and with- 
out classes you'll finally have the time to properly 
enjoy them. Recommended activities: hang out, 
read all those books you've been meaning to, play 
pool, get in a relationship and break up (for once 
the depression won't affect your grades). Getting 
a job is a good idea, but avoid anything too 
strenuous or time consuming. I didn’t get a job, 
and so effectively ended up taking time off to 
incur debts. I regret this every time I get my 
Mastercard bill. 


pool 


Some do four straight years at Reed, and are 
perfectly happy. Do not be ashamed ifyou are one 
of these people. On the other hand, the biggest 
mistake you can make is continuing an unpleas- 
ant school experience because you think you 
have to. Taking time off is horizon broadening, 
enriching, and a good way to figure out just why 
you were going to college in the first place. You 
will soon enough be in the real world, where all 
that wonderful promise you supposedly have will 
have to be turned into tangible achievementsor, 
more likely, unpleasant personal failures. Why 


hurry things? 
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Sex, Drugs, and Rock ‘n’ Roll 


: An Editor's Introduction 


If you're like most Reedies, you will be exposed tomore sex, drugs and rock and roll in your college 
tenure than you ever have or ever will again (with the usual qualification of “unless you're from 
Berkeley”). Some of you will not be able to handle all of the excitement that comes along with 
this, and will suffer the consequences accordingly. We're not trying to push some sort of 
Pinnochio-like morality on you, we just want you to have a student authored resource to give 
you good information, whether you choose to dabble in illicit activities or not. We put this 
section together so that there would be little excuse for you to act unwisely in your dealings with 
the pernicious Trinity. 

In past handbooks, the articles in this section have been placed amongst all of the other campus 
life articles. We thought it deserved its own section not simply because “Sex, Drugs, and Rock 
‘n’ Roll” makesa nice title, but also because we realize that not everybody considers these things 
tobe apart of their lives. This isfine, although they should harborno illusions that they can avoid 
being exposed to them here at Reed. The best thing to be, whether or not you indulge, is 
informed. Some people don’t seem to agree. Beckwith Bicycles has decided not to renew their 
advertising with us because of the content and style of Tommy’s gay sex article, and in the past 
the handbook has been attacked for “advocating” drug abuse. So, just for the record, we are not 
saying that you should or should not do anything described in the following. The information 
we have presented is there for your edification and entertainment, and we absolve ourselves of 
any responsibility for what you do with it. Its meaning is unfixed, fluid, and dependent on 


context. It’s descriptive, not prescriptive, so fuck you, motherfucker. 
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by Daria Eckhardt, '94 


Sex at Reed, like Renn Fayre, the Spring 
and Winter Formals, Christmas break, andcount- 
less other events, is gener- 
ally fabulous and much- 
anticipated in theory, but 
a vaguely dissatisfy ing let- 
down in practice. In order 
to fully enjoy the sexual 
possibilities with and 
among the faintly patchouli-scented 
comucopia of warm, writhing bodies that have 
been breathlessly anticipating your arrival at 
Reed (yeah, right), it is necessary to place The 
Ultimate Act Between Two (or more) People in 
its proper perspective. 

Sex Is Optional 

Although you would never guess it as you 
watch the parade of the inebriated stagger two by 
two from the SU after Winter Formal, sex is not 
now, nor will it ever be, a gradua- 
tion requirement. Of course, back 
at old Reed... but I digress. It 
seems obvious, but sex is some- 
thing you should simply not be 
doing unless you really, really want 
to, and only then if you at least marginally like 
the other person. It’s hard not to feel obligated to 
be having at least a little sex when you are treated 
to nightly operatic shrieks of orgasmic ecstasy 
from down the dorm hall (see DISCRETION), 
but really — those people aren’t having near as 
much fun as they feel obligated to make the 
whole dorm think they're having. Sex can be 
great fun; it can also mess up your head, body, 
emotions, academic life, self-confidence, self- 
esteem, and, if you choose to avoid those packets 
of balloon-like dealies that are freely available in 
the health center and most dorms — possibly 
your health or life. 

But, if you still chink you might like to have sex: 
== |Here You Are At Reed 
® If this isyour first year at Reed, here are afew 
guidelines and hints to bear in mind as you stroll 
fr down the path towards wild sexual adventures: 
~ |1. The New Math 
Reed, with fewer than 1400 students, is a 
Y | very small school. Chances are pretty much one 
© | in one that most of the people you will meet will 
have slept with somebody who has slept with 
"G | somebody who has slept with you, or will sleep 
= with you, orat least really wants tosleep with you. 
[At least half of these people will feel the nagging 
w impulse to tell all their friends who they have 
slept with and who the people they’ve slept with 
= have slept with. Eventually, this conversation 
a will involve you. To put it another way, if X 
represents the size of the Reed student body, Y 
 |represents their alleged sexual activity, and Z 


w represents the speed gossip travels across Reed, 


then (X)¢(Y)¢(Z)= a lot of big fucking lies and 
misconceptions. When it comes to sex and gos- 
sip, believe about one-tenth of what you hear, 
and realize thateven this tenth is probably grossly 
exaggerated. 
ze ai Terminology 

“Backrub_ in 


your/my Dorm room” 
= “Prelude to At- 
tempt at Sexual Ac- 


tivity”. I’m sure there 
are many out there 
who will indignantly 
protest that their backrub 
offers are purely innocent in intention and 
excecution. Sure, whatever. The massager’s pel- 
vis bouncing lightly up and down on the 
massagee’s buttocksas the massager’s hands rhyth- 
mically push up and down, back and forth, little 
groans escaping helplessly from the massagee’s 
open mouth... even if your intentions were ini- 
tially platonic, you're very likely going to start 
viewing the back of your partener’s neck and his/ 
hersucculent exposed little ear- 
lobes in a whole new way. 
e X: Basically, if someone you 
don’t know terribly well of- 
fers you a backrub in some secluded environ- 
ment, and you don’t shudder at the possibility of 
maybe endinguptogetherwith this person, go for 
the rubdown. If you'd really love a backrub but 
the person offering is someone you would never 
in a billion years dream of riding the love pogo 
with, think carefully as you may be in for a nasty 
surprise. 

“Let me walk you back to your dorm room” 
= “Let me walk you back to your dorm room, 
come inside, sit down and not leave.” 

“] just can’t enjoy sex wearing a condom” = 
“I’m a complete asshole who doesn't respect you 
or myself enough to protect both of us and | 
deserve to be tossed out of the room like the 
worthless smelly piece of inconsiderate vermin I 
am.” 

“Don’t worry, I always pull out in time” = 
see above. 

The Approach 

The approaches to a prospective sexual 
encounter at Reed are as varied and confusing as 
Reedies themselves, and, like the SU balcony on 
any given weekend night, frequently reek of beer. 
True, pot or alcohol, or whatever mind-altering 
substance has turned upin your bloodstream, can 
make yout libido dance like a whirling dervish in 
your genital area, but unless both you and your 
scam-target are both fully aware of what you are 
about to do and whether you want to do it, you 
both should go home and try again later when 
everyone has their judgement intact. Nobody's 
sex drive is so intense that itcan’t be put on hold; 
that’s why the gods bestowed the gift of mastur- 

bation upon us. 





The Encounter 

Having sex with anyone for the first time is 
rarely the best time, which is just as well. Bodily 
joining is usually clumsy at best, downright ri- 
diculous at worst. Good sex comes from being 
crazy about who you're with, not from being able 
to contort your body into oh-so impressive posi- 
tions and proclaiming your orgasm across the 
canyon with dubiously genuine screams. And 
while we're on the subject, for your partner's sake 
and definitely yours, never fake an orgasm. It may 
boost your partner's ego but it isn’t doing either 
of you any favors, particularly if you plan to sleep 
with this person again. Don’t be afraid to tell your 
partner what feels particularly good, or to subtly 
encourage them to continue something they’re 
doing. Avoid shouting out instructions or grab- 
bing them by the hair and hissing “higher, damn 
you!!!” Unless, of course, both of you are into 
that. 
The Aftermath 

Casual sex, even when well-latexed, is still 
a gamble. You may wake up wonderful friends, or 
you may abruptly find that this person who wasso 
attentive and flirtatious with you all semester 
now considers you vanquished and has moved on 
to conquer new territory. Resist the impulse to 
merrily rub their computer disks with magnets, 
and remember — you took the risk. It’s not a 
reflection on you that this particular individual is 
a Neanderthal schmuck (orschmuckette); italso 
doesn’t mean that every sexual encounter in the 
future will be this way. Gather up your pride and 
your underwear and forge ahead. The next time 
might be even worse, it might be better than your 
wildest fantasies... or, it might even instigate a 
RELATIONSHIP. 
The Relationship 

The elusive and mischievous creature 
known as the Reed Relationship has the bizarre 
tendency to frequently begin with sex and then 
evolve into possible commitment, rather than 
the other way around. A relationship is wonder- 
ful when both people want it; unfortunately, the 
likelihood of this happening is always chancy. If 
you are propositioned by the object of your every 
desire and joyfully think that this means he or she 
is going to want to share a considerable portion 
of their lives with you after the bodily fluids have 
dried, you are terribly optimistic. However, once 
you find yourself in asexual relationship, whether 
initiated by a tangle of naked limbs or otherwise, 
there areseveral things that searing passion tends 
to melt away from the mind, not the least of 
which is: 
Discretion 

You may have discovered your true soulmate 
and a bedpartner who ignites your loins like 
charcoal briquettes, but the rest of the world still 
exists, no matter how much the dreamy haze of 
love/lust has obliterated it. You may want to 
shout your love for each other from the highest 


mountain, but at 4 am on the day before finals, 
your roommate might not want to hear it. No 
matter how excited and happy you are, try to 
maintain some consideration, even if decorum is 
simply out of the question. Which brings us to: 
The Reed Couple In Public 

There are Reed Relationships, and then 
there are Reed Couples. A Reed Couple is basi- 
cally a Reed Relationship that has miraculously 
extended past the two week minimum. A Reed 
Couple’s names are generally said together as 
one, such as, “Have you seen Edandmary?” Or, “I 
know you, you’re Maryanded’s friend.” A Reed 
Couple will often find itself on the receiving end 
of skepticism, cynicism, and barely disguised 
hostility... this is to be ignored, as it is coming 
from Reedies who are the victims of bad relation- 
ships and are hopelessly envious of your ability to 
maintain one. 
When It’s Over 

Cry, tell all your friends, swear you'll never 


Dr. Feelgood’s Guide to Sex 
By Marty Smith 


This topic can be a bit frightening for the begin- 
ner. We hope this little guide can help alleviate 
some of the trepidation that the novice in affairs 
of the heart may feel. 

The genitalia. The presence 
of genitalia is normal, and 
nothing to be afraid of, as 
longasyoudon’ttouch them. 
They should be handled only 
in cases of extreme emer- 
gency such as having them 
catch fire or spontaneously 
burst into flames, which re- 
ally hardly ever happens 
despite what you may have 
heard and which we assure 
you does not hurt as much as everyone says it does 
and anyway, when it happens, it will build your 
character a lot. They also may be handled, we 
suppose, during urination; however, if this is 
done one must boil one’s hands for one to two 
hours afterward or one will catch syphilis just like 
Napoleon and go crazy and embarrass one’s fam- 
ily and then die a slow, painful death. 

Dating. Dating may be permitted after the age of 
thirty-five; however, the lovebirds should prob- 
ably be in separate rooms. They may be able to 
carry on simple conversations through the walls; 
however, if the male should find his genitalium 
to be behaving oddly he should place it ona hard 
surface and give it a good, healthy whack with a 
hammer, which, we forgot to mention,one should 
always bring on a date. This odd behavior is 
caused by a parasitic worm, surgically implanted 
in the penis at birth by the communists in a 


oP® 


times a year, as if it is done too 
often you'll go crazy and want 
to do it all the time, which 


be that naive/gullible/blind again, try to avoid 
him/her in the huge ten-block expanse of Reed, 
and do some of the studying you've avoided for 
the past two months because you were so hope- 
lessly in love. 
Celibacy 
A word or two on the choice of celibacy... 
if you decide, now or at any time in the future, 
that indulging in the genital tango is simply not 
for you, fine. Hold your head up high without 
apologizes or explanations and be proud of your- 
self and your decision. But PLEASE, PLEASE, 
PLEASE remember — NOBODY, BUT NO- 
BODY, WANTS TO CONSTANTLY HEAR 
ABOUTIT. Declaring your celibate status loudly 
and often to people other than very close and 
patient friends is every bit as obnoxious as your 
sexually active cohorts describing their coital 
encounters in blow-by-blow detail tocompletely 
disinterested persons — always bear in mind that 
nobody but ‘you really gives a shit about your sex life, 
Those who appear to are pretending.... they are 
process known as circumcision. The alert male 
may notice the scars on 
his organ, although af- 
ter looking at it he will 5 e 
be wise to boil his eyes 
for one to two hours or 
he’ll probably catch some obscene disease and 
die and not even be allowed to be buried in a 
Christian graveyard. Uncircumcised males prob- 
ably already have horrible diseases and 
should leave the country immediate- 
ly. 
Sex. Sex is a deep, meaningful 
expression of love between two 
taxpaying Christians. It should 
be had between one and two 


would be a violation of your 
sacred trust with God and besides, you'll get 
AIDS and die. If the female begins to breathe 
heavily it means she is probably going to die 
unless the man withdraws his penis immediately, 
places it on a hard surface, and gives it a good, 
healthy whack with a hammer. 
Many womenask me, “Dr. Feelgood, what should 
l expect from sex with a man?” Well, I’ll tell you. 
(Fora description of what the man should expect 
from the sex act, consult my close personal friend 
Kate Smith’s book, Hands Off, Buster.) The sex 
act lasts for between fifteen and twenty seconds 
or perhaps, in the case of real “studs,” a bit longer. 
If you should be lucky enough to locate one of 
those famed “thirty-second wonders,” hangon to 
him! The erect male penis is roughly equivalent 
in length and thickness to a Camel cigarette 
(filterless). 
Birth control. According to the Pope, the only 


feverishly praying that you will just be quiet. 
Finally 

Whether you are heterosexual, bisexual, 
homosexual, or some indefinable conglomera- 
tion, you will most definitely find an outlet for 
your sexual persuasion at Reed. Whichever cat- 
egory you chose to associate yourself with, re- 
member that those who express themselves dif- 
ferently deserve to be every bit as accepted asyou, 
provided they’re not slanderous, bragging, ob- 
noxiousor otherwise kick-requesting. Be respect- 
ful of everyone you possibly can, first and fore- 
most yourself... twine yourself around another 
body because you want to, not because you can. 
Above all else, remember: oral sex should last a 
long, long, LONG time, never bite a penis, 
friends last longer than lovers, and always use a 
condom, stupid. 


Daria Eckhardt is currently on leave in Portland. She 
will return next year to finish her degree in Theatre. 


Everything you hear about her is probably true. 


moral form of birth control is complete absti- 
nence from sex. While it may be that he 
figures if he can’t do it why should you, 
X still, ascribing such bitterness to the 
Pope is rash and it is most prudent to 
take him at his word. Of course, even 
total abstinence is not always effective, as the 
woman may become pregnant from using the 
same toothbrush, swimming in the same pool, or 
shouting through the same wall as a man. A 
woman can also get pregnant from a toilet seat, 
though this can be pretty painful and we don’t 
recommend trying it. Another effective method 
of birth control is for both parties to boil the 
genitals for one to two hours after sex. Make 
certain, however, that they are boiled in separate 
containers, or you'll have a squalling brood on 
your hands in no time. Condoms sometimes 
work, but you'll have to use at least five. 
Masturbation. This is a perfectly normal, heal- 
thy outlet for those spontaneous urges and noth- 
ing at all to be ashamed of, but bear in mind that 
if you do it you'll die and go crazy and blind and 
no one will ever want to talk to you and you'll 
probably become a slavering, drug-crazed 
sodomite and serves you right. 
Puberty and adolescence. Puberty and adoles- 
cence are very special times for all of us. Your 
body is changing, and your feelings are changing 
too. This is all part of the magical process we call 
becoming a man or becoming a woman. For 
young men this magical process will include an 
increase in height; the appearance of hair around 
the genitals; a broadening of the shoulders; the 
appearance of hair on the face and chest; acne; 
body odor; athletic supporters; rejection; jock 
itch; the appearance of hair on the back; acne; 
Kafkaesque resolution of the Oedipus complex; 
condoms; crab lice; acne; painful lesions on the 
page 109 


poos 


yooqpuny suspANys 


Page 110 

face, lips, and hands; venereal disease; leprosy; 
insanity; and death. For young women it will 
include an increase in height; a broadening of the 
hips; the appearance of breasts, or mammaries, or 
both (young men will develop breasts as well, but 
these are much smaller and are known as 
papparies); menstruation; sexual harassment; a 
broadening of the hips; alarming cessation of 
menstruation; stereotyping; broadening of the 
hips; bitterness; and emigration. 


Questions and answers 


Q: Will condoms really help? 


Dr. Love — Older and Defi- 


nitely Wiser: 
by Francis Wiser, ’89 


[Editor’s note: In his original article, among his 
recommendations for avoiding STD's, Francis 
included “a littl common decency and self- 
respect,” and “seminary.”] 

I first wrote an STD article for the Student 
Handbook three years ago. Now I’m finishing a 
graduate degree in infectious disease epidemiol- 
ogy, and reading back over the text of that 
previous article, | really cringe. Not because the 
information conveyed was 


inaccurate (it wasn’t), but 
more because the tone was 
downright churlish and full of 


exhortations to a standard of 

sexual conduct unrealistic for most college-age 
people in this society. This time, readers of the 
Handbook are going to be the recipients of a 
somewhat gentler approach. | apologize if this 
piece isn’t laff-a-minute, but I hope that the 
importance of the subjects herein and the rem- 
nants of my cynicism will make it useful and 
entertaining. 

I like to lead with my recollection of the 
oversexed atmosphere that prevailed when first 
arrived at Reed in the fall of 1984. It really was a 
wild time (although the hardbitten old-timers 
maintained that the late ’70s were even better). 
~ |Drug use was heavy and open, and similar atti- 
[tudes applied to sexual congress. Among the 

| most popular drugs were the “love-drugs,” the 
amphetamine derivatives like MDA that made 
one a drooling, groping tooth-grinding idiot. 

"O |“Love-drug” iscertainly more accurate than “sex- 
drug,” since getting your dick hard required he- 
roic effort. Why bother, when you were getting 

w |such a funky tactile experience in your fingers? 
g Be that as it may, the combination of drug 
2 use, partner availability and the fact that we were 
Q | mostly young, fresh out of high school, and fresh 
..|away from home, led to a hell of a lot of screwing 
>¢ | around. But any returning student who reads this 
a knows that this has been the case to some extent 


n’ Roll 


A: No. 

Q: When do men and women reach sexual 
maturity? 

A: Women reach sexual maturity earlier than 
men, at the age of eight. Men never reach sexual 
maturity. 

Q: How do I meet a prospective sexual partner? 
A: Try expressing your affection for the loved 
one. Send a nice gift. Cats express affection by 
giving you ahalf-eaten mouse, so you might want 
to try that, especially if you’ve got the hots for a 
cat. Try getting out more. Get a hobby. Try 
everything; nothing will work. If you want a 
friend, get a dog. 


every year, even though one part of that equa- 
tion, drug use, has probably mod- 
erated somewhat 
since | was a fresh- 
man. | haven’t been 
at Reed for several 
years now, sol can’t 
even speculate if Reedies are more sexually re- 
served, but I wouldn’t be surprised. If that is 
happening, it’s likely due in part to the appear- 
ance of the first infection I always talk about, and 
the one that you really ought to know a lot 
about... 
AIDS (or HIV Disease): 
If you’re a Reed freshman, 

chances are you became sexually 

active after AIDS became a mat- 

ter of major concern to main- 
stream America. (That is, unless you're revolt- 
ingly precocious or River Phoenix. Ah, same 
thing.) Hopefully you’ve been reasonably well 
educated about HIV, but in case you haven't, 
here’s a quick summary. This presentation ap- 
plies to people of all sexual orientations, but will 
be slanted towards heterosexual activity. ] hope 
those of you who are gay know most of this 
already. 

HIV — the Human Immunodeficiency 
Virus — is a retrovirus, i.e., a virus with an 
unusual method of integrating its genetic mate- 
rial into the host cell (that will suffice for all you 
non-science types). It prefers to infect a particu- 
larkind of cell called aT4 lymphocyte. The virus 
frequently goes into a latent state after entering 
a body, and may stay inactive for an extended 
period of time, perhaps years. When it does 
become active, itkillsoffthe T4 cellsand cripples 
certain functions of your immune system, al- 
though not all of it. 

Those portions of the immune system that 
fail leave the person with HIV vulnerable to a 
number of rare infections. When one or more of 
these appears, the person issaid to have AIDS — 
Acquired Immune Defieciency Syndrome. Most 
of these illnesses are things that a healthy person 
wouldn’t normally get even when exposed to the 
causal organisms. Among the most frequent and 


Q: I recently had sex with an individual I knew 
to be promiscuous. Since then, I have developed 
huge lesions all over my body and a burning 
sensation and an itch for which there is no cure 
and a rash and the ague and insanity. What 
should I do? 

A: Stay in asterile, sealed room. There is nothing 
to worry about. Everything will be A-OK. 

Q: What is menstruation? 

A: I haven't the faintest idea. 


Well, that about wraps it up. If you get into any 
trouble, call me. No one will ever have sex again 


anyway. 
lethal are a pneumonia caused by a fungus 


(Pneumocystis carinii) and a 
generalized infection with 


* eae Mycobacterium avium. But 
many other manifestations 
are possible: a formerly 


obscure skin cancercalled 
Karposi’s sarcoma, difficult to treat syphilis and 
tuberculosis, toxoplasmosis brain lesions, gener- 
alized herpes, severe diarrhea due to 
Cryptosporidium, treatment-resistant influenza, 
uncontrolled hepatitis, oral or vaginal thrush 
(yeast infections) and many more. Some of the 
problems are now thought to be due to the direct 
infection by HIV of other tissues besides the T4 
cells, like HIV dementia (brain infection) and 
the severe, unexplained weight loss often dis- 
played by people with AIDS. 

Asofnow, we think that all HIV infections 
proceed to a fatal conclusion, although a few 
infected persons have been healthy for more 
than a decade after being infected. Surveillance 
studies indicate that a probable mean incubation 
period (time from infection to illness) is 4-6 
years. 

Because AIDS was first recognized in the 
US among sexually active gay men and then 
intravenous drug users, the syndrome has carried 
a powerful stigma. The early patterns of effect 
have also allowed heterosexuals to emotionally 
deny their own vulnerability to infection. Falling 
rates of infection in the gay community also have 
left the public with the false impression that the 
HIV epidemic is under control. To be blune: At 
least a million Americans are infected (most 
sources estimate closer to 1.5 to 2 million). Of 
this number, less than 300,000 (30%) know that 
they are infected. While it is difficult to attribute 
each case to anexact causal type ofactivity,5-7% 
of newly diagnosed cases are thought to be het- 
erosexual in origin, up from less than 2% in 1984. 
(Keep in mind: cases appearing now reflect infec- 
tion patterns 4-6 years ago. Heterosexual infec- 
tion is higher now and probably still climbing.) 
Further, 46,000 new AIDS cases were diagnosed 
Fall 91 — Spring 92, for a cumulative American 
total of 220, O00! Finally, the group in which 


HIV infection and AIDS are increasing the 
fastest is adolescents — i.e., those approaching 
college age. 

What does this mean to you? Well, it’s not 
just “promiscuous” homosexuals or “those damn 
junkies” any more. It’s not even only the sex 
partners of junkies any more. It could be you and 
it could come from that charming young student 
over there who knows that he or she has never 
slept with a needle-user or a bisexual. (Inciden- 
tally, if you have a few relationships at Reed, you 
may be unnerved at how fast injecting drug users 
and bisexuals appear in what I used to call the 
“fuck web” — the connecting lines of sexual 
contact between your partner(s) and their previ- 
ous partners. Hell, 1 wasa little non-plussed when 
I sat down and made a diagram.) 

What to do? Well, limiting your partners is 
always good. Not tosound parental, but sex really 
is better when you do it for the right reasons. Use 
acondom religiously. (Wow, that could be taken 
the wrong way.) Unprotected oral sex is less of a 
risk than unprotected vaginalor anal intercourse, 
but itisstilla risk! Finally, ifyou must inject illicit 
drugs (a behavior which I find repulsive and 
foolish) use clean needles and DON’T SHARE 
THEM. 

If these guidelines are not clear enough you 
can always call the Oregon AIDS Hotline at 1 
800 777-2437 during the day, or the US Centers 
for Disease Control AIDS Hotline at 1 800 342- 
2437 24-hours. Both sources have up to date 
information and can answer just about any ques- 
tion you can come up with. They won’t blush, 
either. 

Syphilis: 

One of the classic venereal infections and 
the subject of much stigma and strife in its day. 
Penicillin pushed syphilis out of the public eye, 
but it has made a comeback in the past decade, 
due in part to looser codes of sexual behavior and 
to the drugs-for-sex behavior of the urban drug 
culture. Syphilis is caused by an organism called 
Treponema pallidum, which is easily transmitted 
by most sexual acts. Back when it was common it 
was called “the Great Imitator” because of the 
variety of its course, but it does tend to come in 
several phases. These include an almost invisible 
primary phase with one or more painless lesions, 
a secondary generalized phase with skin rashes 
and much later tertiary phases when damage 
done by chronic infection makes itself apparent 
in the skin, the cardiovascular, or the neurologi- 
cal tissues. Before penicillin, many communities 
had one or more “town syphilitics,” who were 
crippled or became deranged due to syphilis. It’s 
most usually diagnosed in the second phase, but 
that phase occurs in only half of those infected. 
Late chronic syphilis may thus become more 
common in certain locales, asad event consider- 
ing that doctors thought it would never again be 
aserious problem in the U.S. Undiagnosed syphilis 


also destroys pregnancies and results in congeni- 
tal syphilis in children, which isa very deforming 
condition,so women of child-bearing yearsshould 
be especially concerned. Last I heard, Oregon 
had had a epidemic of syphilis due to the servic- 
ing of migrant workers by teams of Portland 
prostitutes in vans. (Friend of mine worked as a 
lookout for these ladies...) 

What to do? Refer to the precautions noted 
for HIV infection, although you might want to 
make sure that a prospective parmer does not 
have obvious open lesions. Since they are pain- 
less, they may not have noticed them. 
Gonorrhea: 

You've doubtless heard of this before. Com- 
monly called “the clap” or “the drip,” this is the 
other classical venereal disease — a common 
scourge of anybody who is sexually active. It’s 
caused by Neisseria gonormheae a bacterium which 
causes inflammation of internal mucous mem- 
branes. The end product is painful swelling, 
nasty-smelling discharges from the affected geni- 
tal opening and if you men are really lucky, 
chordee. (A neat vocabulary word meaning “ex- 
tremely painful benterection.”) Women, asusual, 
stand to lose more when untreated, since gonor- 
thea can spread into the uterus and fallopian 
tubes, damaging one’s ability to have achild. (N. 
gonortheae is one of several organisms thought to 
play a role in the genesis of pelvic inflammatory 
disease, a cause of infertility.) 

As if that weren’t enough, strains of gonor- 
thea are appearing that are resistant to the usual 
drug-regimen, resulting in more treatment fail- 
ures and forcing doctors to prescribe less pleasant 
drugs. 

A point of trivia for you oral specialists: 
Several years ago a nationally prominentactivist 
for the homeless, one Michael Stoops, was forced 
to quit his Portland job (and his profession en- 
tirely) when somebody got ahold of his medical 
records, revealing that he’d recently had na- 
sopharyngeal gonorrhea — essentially a sore 
throat due to gonorrhea. Seems he'd been engag- 
ing in oral sex with some of his young homeless 
boy-type charges. Tsk. 

Precautions: Same as above. Limit partners, 
hint, hint. 

Chlamydia: 

Well, a high percentage of the sexually 
active people reading this article probably have 
first-hand knowledge of Chlamydia trachomatis 
and it’s effects, since this is a very common 
infection in college and even high-school age 
populations. Easily transmitted and frequently 
without overt symptoms, chlamydia spreads 
quickly through any susceptible group. I person- 
ally know of at least two couples at Reed who 
played “chlamydia tag,” passing the bug back and 
forth in between bouts of medication. I don’t 
think they ever figured out where it came from 
first. 


The symptoms are similar to those of gonor- 
thea and so are the consequences of not getting 
treatment. C. trachomatis is also thought to play 
a role in Pelvic Inflamitory Disease and infertil- 
ity, and it is harder to prevent these complica- 
tions, since chlamydia is frequently asilentinfec- 
tion. In addition, if a mother has an active 
infection at the time of delivery, the baby may 
suffer from chlamydial pneumonia and eye prob- 
lems. 

This infection used to be very common at 
Reed, and while condom use may have had some 
effect upon this situation, I suspect that the 
infirmary still hands out a decent amount of 
antibiotic candy for it. If you’re male, there is a 
special reason to avoid this infection. In order to 
obtain an urethral sample for culture, the nurse 
has to insert a slender wire brush up your member 
and give a twist. I’m reliably informed that this is 
an extraordinarily painful experience. 

Precautions: Funny — same as before. Do 1 
detect a trend? 

Herpes Simplex: 

Hey,does anybody remember the early 1980s 
when this infection was gamering so much me- 
dia attention and causing so much personalstrife? 
Interesting how AIDS tends to put things in 
perspective. Herpes is now feared mostly because 
it is irritating and incurable. 

I'll skip the biological details, but remember 
that the herpes simplex | and II subtypes are 
generally characterized as oral and genital herpes 
respectively, but they can both be found in both 
locations. Herpes has been around for eons, 
especially the easily transmitted oral variety, but 
was until recently dismissed as simply recurring 
cold sores and further ignored due to its localiza- 
tion in poor populations. 

In recentyears, it has become apparent that 
many of those infected show practically no symp- 
toms, and that potentially up to 20% of the 
sexually active population in urban areas is in- 
fected. I personally knew three people at Reed 
with symptomatic and annoying herpes, and 
those were just the individuals who voluntarily 
mentioned it. 

The primary, or initial, episode is usually 
the worst, with fever, headaches, nausea and 
localized painful lesions at the site of infection — 
usually mouth, genitals and/or anus. Frequency 
and severity of recurrences varies by individual, 
but seems to correlate somewhat to diet, stress 
and sexual activity. Herpes is frequently irritat- 
ing and chronic, and it does pose a serious threat 
to a fetus if the mother is infected while pregnant. 
Until recently, it was thought that individuals 
were only infectious when lesions were present, 
but it now appears that perhaps 15% of infected 
individuals can occasionally transmiteven with- 
out obvious lesions. 

Precautions: Reducing your number of part- 
ners and being honest with potential partners is 
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indicated here. Condoms may help, but they 


never cover all potentially vulnerable areas — 
and I have yet to meet people who say they 
reliably use condoms or dental dams for oral sex. 
Human Papilloma Virus: 

If you’ve ever had genital warts or known 
somebody who has, well, HPV is the creature 
behind them. Another incurable and chronic 
viral infection that manifests itself as growths on 
the genital or anal region. They usually look like 
little cauliflowers — y’know, reap what you sow 
and all that. (Har har har! God, I’m sensitive.) 
They require surgery or topical medicines to 
remove and tend to recur, although frequency 
and severity varies between individuals, rather 
like herpes. In addition, for all you women out 
there, HPV has recently been linked to later 
cervical cancer. (That's why they do annual pap 
smear screening.) 

I’ve found that at least four people I know 
have had bouts of genital warts, which isn’t 
surprising — of all the infections covered in this 
article, this is the most common, passing even 
chlamydia in the past 5-10 years, which testifies 
to its ease of transmission. If you have this condi- 
tion, you must be consistent in taking precau- 
tions to protect your partners — we don’t know 
much about “windows of infectivity” for HPV. 





When birth control fails... 
by Jenn Falco, ‘93 


Shithappens. Birth control fails. 
Unwanted pregnancies are a reality for 
many college women. What hap- 
pens after your period is a few 
days late, however, is something 
that can take one of two paths. 
You can blame yourself. Feel 
guilty. Be told it was all your fault for 


"Q | letting it happen.” Or you can go to the 
a Feminist Women’s Health Center. 


Sex, Drugs, and Rock 








The precautions closely parallel those discussed 
for herpes, above. 


Miscellaneous: 

There are a fair number of other infections 
besides the ones I’ve had space to go over. Some 
(like lymphogranuloma venereum) are very rare 
in developed nations, although you still could 
pick them up if you go overseas, as Reedies 
frequently do. Others, such as scabies and 
pediculosis (“crabs”), trichomonas and molluscum 
contagiosum, do pop up around here [do they 
ever. -ed.]. Others include potentially deadly 
infections with viral hepatitis and intestinal 
pathogens like giardia and amoeba. These latter 
are associated with sex that involves genital-anal 
and oral-anal contact. Unless you enjoy diar- 
thea, brain abcesses and liver transplants, | 
strongly recommend that you avoid or take great 
care with such activities. Hepatitis B is a serious 
disease that is spread through the same behaviors 
as HIV (i.e., sex and needles), but is much easier 
to transmit. 

For reasons of brevity, I have to refer you to 
the Reed Infirmary and their literature, along 
with medical reference tomes like the Merck 
Manual. If you want some serious detail, you 
might start with Sexually Transmitted Diseases by 


The FWHC is a non-profit, 
woman controlled and operated clinic 
which specializes in woman-centered 
health care. That means no blame. It 
means a free pregnancy 
test. It means a real talk 
about all of your options 
if you are pregnant. (Yes, 
that includes ABOR- 

TION.) It means that if you do decide to 
have an abortion, you will have an advo- 
cate with you during the procedure. An 
advocate is a woman who will explain to 


“We support and respect 
your reproductive choices” 





K.K. Holmes, et al. OHSU’s library has a copy. 





In any event, I’ve mellowed my stance on 
this whole topic. For you freshmen, well, I hope 
you fit in some genuine romance and some rip- 
roarin’ (safe) sex somewhere in yourReed career, 
if you so desire, while avoiding anything danger- 
ous or shameful. Take it from a (relatively) old 
fart: life is easier to live without a history of 
impersonal sex and personal inflammation — 
especially when some of those inflammations 
can kill you. Sex is a part of life, no doubt, but try 
and make wise choices. Keep that in mind for O- 
week, when you're perusing the latestmeatshee... 
er, | mean, Freshman Funnies. 

As Ice-T says (when he’s not advocating 
the murder of policemen): “Cause I want you all 
to live...” 


Francis Wiser graduated in Biology/History, is com- 
pletingan MSPH at the University of South Carolina 
School of Public Health (write him clo USC School 
of Public Health, Department of Epidemiology, 
Columbia, SC 29208) and may yet go to med 
school. He specializes in the epidemiology of sexually 
transmitted infections and tropical diseases. We know 
he really wants to be cop. 


you exactly what is going on during your 
abortion and she will hold yourhand. The 
last thing she would do, though, is blame 
you. 

The FWHC really does support 
and respect your reproductive choices. 
They are a great resource in innovative, 
well-woman gynecological care (also 
known as the non-traumatic-Pap-smear- 
where-you-can-see-your-cervix-if-you- 
want-to), birth control and birth control 
information (including the cervical cap), 
and STD screening and treatment. 


by Tommy Strong, '93 


When I wrote this article last year, I 
had no idea it would cause the stir it did. Ok, 
that’s not true. Talking openly about 
homsexual practices always raises 
eyebrows and drops jaws, right? 
But one would expect that at 
Reed things would be different. 
They are not. Not that I experi- 
enced a huge homophobic back- 
lash or anything like that. 
Rather, people re-evaluated the 
shy, anti-social boy they once 
thought I was. And they also thought that 
talking about butt- fucking was scandalous. How 
ironic. How pathetic. And now, this year, 
Beckwith Bicycles, up the hill, has decided not to 
tun an ad in this handbook due to my article. 
They “can’t support that lifestyle.” How ironic. 
How pathetic. What kind of lifestyle would one 

‘expect to be supporting by advertising in the 
REED COLLEGE handbook in the first place? Is 
our motto not “Communism, Atheism, Free 
Love”? Or is it that that phrase to be understood 
as humorous but straight talk about gay sex 
cannot be understood as humorous, as satirical, 
as campy? Beckwith Bicycles is apparently more 
concemed about gay men fucking than about the 
ubiquitous consumption of illegal drugs. What 
moral scale do they use when judging lifestyles 
and deciding which to support and which not to 
support? 

What was lost on the editors of last 
year’s handbook, Beckwith Bicycles, and most 
Reedies was the tongue-in-cheek attitude I had 
intended. When I wrote that closeted gays make 
me want to vomit, which last-year’s editor's 
lamely cutout, did they really think 1 wasserious? 

I wouldn’t make a big deal out of this 
now were it not for the fact that I think the 
response to this article encapsulates some large 
problems at Reed college. Much as | hate to 
employ the term, “political correctness” is a big 
deal at this place. But while the sort-of politi- 
cally-informed push towards a multicultural cur- 
riculum is one thing, the prudish, puritanical fog 
which clouds the discourse on sex at this place is 
positively maddening. Sex is generally consid- 
ered to be one and only one of the following 
things: abusive, non-existent, or uncool. It 
seems perverse that Reedies are more willing to 
talk about sex in the context of rape and 
harrassment than in the context of mutual plea- 
sure and satisfaction. 

But Reed has long since made me too 
cynical to be morally offended by the homophobia 
of Beckwith Bicycles, the pussiness of last-year’s 
editors, or the touchy-feely, new age-y sensitive 
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men and women who are over-running this 
college and bringing a gaggle of therapists with 
them. I’m over it now. Homophobia is more of 
an aesthetic bother now than anything else: it’s 
just slightly ugly. Then again, its trailer trashi- 
ness has kind of an appealing patina: like stop- 
ping off the freeway to buy a Coke atasmall-town 
Wal-Mart in Nebraska. 
A warning 
for horny gays and lesbi- 
ans: Reed is relatively 
tolerant of “gay men and 
lesbians” who are victims 
of homophobia but not of 
pro-sex homosexuals. Nei- 
ther is it very tolerant of any- 
one who is pro-sex. Consider this a warn- 
ing. Consider it also optimistic: though an 
orthodoxy of touchy-feeliness has settled upon 
the college (two examples: last year’s Dustbin 
honor case and the con- 
tinuing expansion of the S 
counselling center) there @ 
still lies the possibility of 
critique. I for one think 
that offense can be good and I hope that some 
peopke will challenge the self-appointed arbiters 
of all that is right and good. 

What follows is the article ] wrote for 
last year’s handbook. I now consider the claim 
that all “queers” should come out to be partof the 
“politically correct” orthodoxy and think itshould 
be criticized. So should the general tone of the 
article and its radical posturing. If nothing else 
though, this article sparked and will hopefully 
spark discussion about homosexuality. And dis- 
cussion can’t be a bad thing. 


[Editor's disclaimer (from 1992 hand- 
book): This is a pretty hard-core article. Every- 
one at Reed will not insist that if you are gay you 
must come out. We, the editors, feel that Tommy's 
distinction between “assimilationist nobodies” 
and “radical queer heroes” is reductionist and 
unfair. Also, please see Francis Wiser’s article for 
a much more cautious approach to safe sexual 
practices.] 


Welcome to Reed College, your win- 
dow on the queer world. Until now, if you are a 
freshman, you've probably been trapped in the 
homophobic and hideous confines ofhighschool 
and home. Well, children, you’re free now. So 
let yourself go — enjoy, indulge, and enhance 
your perverted impulses. But before youdig in, 1’d 
like to give you some pointers on being a queer at 
Reed. 

Unlike the world beyond the Reed 
College campus, Reed is very tolerant of homos. 
We can get by here with little or no harassment. 
This means, like no other time in your life until 
now, coming out of the closet (telling people you 


are gay) can be done very easily. Concomitantly, 
you should do so now. There are no excuses for 
being closeted at Reed. If you are gay, you must 
come out. 

Don't do it in some lame, half-assed 
manner. No luke-warm “I’m experimenting in 
fluid identities” will be acceptable. Either you're 
queer or you're not. 

By the way, get used to hearing words 
like fag, homo, dyke, and queer used in a positive 
way. In the nineties, it has become common for 
those in the lesbian and gay community to use 
those epithets thrown atus for so long to describe 
ourselves. Many people do it to take away the 
power those words can have to hurt them. Like, 
“If1 call myself fag, then it ain’t an insult when 
fag-bashers do.” Others of us actually like these 
terms because we feel different from the rest of 
the world, and terms like “gay” just don’t embody 


that. 

X difference in political positions you 
will likely encounter at Reed. Those 
of us who call ourselves “queer” are radi- 
cal, kick-ass, on the streets, and in your face. We 
say, “We're here, we’re queer, get used to it.” 
Those who refuse to use the term “queer” are 
mostly candy-coated, kiss-ass, “straight-acting,” 
low-life, assimilationists. They say, “Um, we're, 

um, gay and um, please don’t hate us.” 

The history behind these two political 
outlooks is complex, so we can’t relate it to you 
now. And at Reed, there may not be much overt 
conflict between these two sides. But it’s impor- 
tant for you to know what the differences are. 
Assimilationists insist that gays and lesbians are 
just like everybody else, and that we should try to 
be like everybody else in order to obtain social 
acceptance. Radical queers assert that we are not 
like everyone else, and that the most beautiful, 
fabulous things in queer culture make us different 
and are precisely the things we should celebrate: 
drag queens, leather dykes and fags, promiscuous 
sex, butch women and femme men, etc. Further- 
more, radicals question what social acceptance 
would mean if we have to change ourselves in 
order to attain it Finally, do we even want 
acceptance in this fucked up society? 

Queer politics are complicated and 
frustrating. But they are vitally important. So get 
educated about these political conflicts. For read- 
ing, I'd suggest the following books: Loving Some- 
one Gay, Reports from the Holocaust by Larry 
Kramer, The History of Sexuality by Michel Fou- 
cault (who, it is rumored, has slept with at least 
one member of the Reed faculty and loved fisting), 
and Susie Sexpert’s Guide to Lesbian Sex by Susie 
Bright. 


The difference between using 
“queer” or “lesbian and gay” mirrors a 


Sadly, much of this discussion between 
assimilationist nobodies and radical queer heroes 


really doesn’t happen at Reed. Reed hasn’t had a 
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strong, cohesive, visible, or active queer commu- 
nity. This is especially true if one compares Reed 
to other colleges around the country. In the past 
few years, the situation has improved some. The 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual Union (LGBU) sponsors 
a movie now and then, or a dance. And Queer 
Nation has brought queer stickers to campus. 
Consequently, many queer Reedies go 
through their years here wondering where all the 
other queers are. Hypothetically, there should be 
over 120 queers at Reed. You'd never know it 
though. And that’s because so many queers at 
Reed remain closeted, anonymous. And that’s 
why it’s so crucial that you come out now if you 
know you're gay. It’s easy to do: just buy a Queer 
Nation sticker (though this, maddeningly, doesn’t 
indicate much since as many straights as queers 
wear them) or get a pink triangle and wear it — 
every day. Or just tell a few people. Everyone will 
know within a few days (especially if you're cute). 
Once you come out, you should get 
active. While Reed may have many activities for 
you to participate in this year, the rest of Portland 
will most likely have much more in store for you. 
There are many organizations for you to get 
involved in, like Queer Nation/Portland, ACT 
UP (the AIDS Coalition To Unleash Power), 
Right to Privacy PAC, Windfire, the Portland 
Gay Men's Chorus, the Lesbian Community 
Project, etc. For a complete listing of the queer 
community organizations in Portland, check the 
community guide in Just Out, a local queer news- 
paper you can probably pick up in the library 


lobby. 

For Reedies, I'd recommend getting 
involved with Queer Nation or ACT UP. These 
are direct action organizations whose primary 
purpose is to create action for social change. 
Many of the other groups in Portland are more 
about fund-raising and mealy-mouthed meetings 
where nothing much ever happens. For me, 
working with QN and ACT UP has been fun and 
= rewarding: an experience for the whole family to 


ame jenjoy! 
0 






On the nightlife side of things, Port- 
land has slim pickings compared to other me- 
£ tropolises. Butdon’tdespair, there area few really 
= great clubs. First, The City Nightclub is an all- 
ages queer dance club that features two dance 


sic) and the other side (pretentious goth and 
“industrial” music). The City is one of the only 
all-ages queer clubs in America. On Saturdays, 
there is a drag show at midnight (though it 
usually starts later) with performances from mostly 
wi | teenage drag queens. Often times the show is 

stupid, but you can still laugh at it. Occasionally 
2 however, the show is spectacular — a spiritual 


attracts an ethnically diverse crowd and as many 


¥< |dykes as fags. 
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For those of you 21 and over, you can 





waste your time going to the Brig, Scandals, 
Slaughter’s, Silverado, or the Eastside, but all 
these bars will put you to sleep. Instead, try the 
Embers or the Eagle. The Embers has a drag room 
where all night you can be entertained by fabu- 
lous drag queens, as well as a dance floor. Many 
queers have complained to me lately, however, 
that there are too damn many straight people at 
the Embers, which appears to be its major draw- 
back. 

And then there's the Eagle. You won’t 
find a breeding soul in there—the local grunge 
bar. While some would call ita leather bar, don’t 
be fooled. Most of its clientele are beer-bellied 
construction worker types looking to turn a fast 
trick. So why go?Simple: the Eagle cuts away the 
usual club-like pretensions to get to the real 
reason everyone is there—sex. There are several 
video screens displaying the best fag porn of the 
70s and ‘80s, and many dark corners where 
groping and groaning are the norm. The Eagle is 
dark, dank, and dirty. That’s why I love it 

As forsex, ifyou are like me when I was 
a freshman, you're probably very curious, but 
very inexperienced. In fact, you may have ques- 
tions about how exactly to do it. Since most safer 
sex flyers are a true bore, itseems necessary to give 
pointers on safer sex in a language that most 
queers actually speak. The following pointers are 
for boys, since I’m a boy. For safer sex questions 
for girls, contactthe Lesbian Community Project 
at 223-0071. 


Fucking for boys, 101. 

First off, always practice safer sex. 
You've heard that before but most people are 
hesitant to explain just what exactly “safer sex” 
is. Community organizations and public health 
projects are loathe to actually talk about sex in a 
way that works — especially when it comes to 
queers. Dicks are always “penises,” hard-ons al- 
ways “erections,” butt-fucking always “anal sex.” 
Often, the information presented is incorrect. 
The following comments are therefore sexually 
explicit, some might even say pornographic. 
They are not for prudes. 

So, onto the actual sexual practices. 
The first sexy thing you'll probably do is kiss 
someone. In fact, you probably have already. 
Maybe someone of the same sex, maybe of the 
opposite sex, or maybe both. There's not much to 
explain, really, you just put your mouths to- 
gether, pucker, and suck. Tongues can go back 
and forth, too. Kissing is perfectly safe, as far as 
AIDS goes. Obviously colds, mono, and such can 
be transmitted this way, as can hickeys. These 
probably won't kill you, however, so relax and 
smooch. 

After kissing, you may wish to go far- 
ther. Since everyone is usually so fascinated with 
this particular sex act, we'll start with butt- 
fucking. This is indeed a very common form of 





queer sex, though some fags don’t indulge be- 
cause they're chicken. Basically there are four 
things you need fora really good anal experience: 
condoms, lubricant, a towel, and a considerate 
partner. 

The condom is for the person doing 
the fucking, the “top,” as it were. The person 
being fucked is often referred to as the “bottom.” 
The top unrolls the condom onto his dick after it 
is completely erect and before inserting it into 
the bottom’s asshole. I'd advise squirting a bit of 
lube into the top of the condom before it is rolled 
on, this makes the experience a bit more pleasur- 
able, though I’m not sure why. Also, Japanese 
condoms are generally thinner than American 
ones, so they feel better. Unfortunately they are 
also more expensive. The difference is not that 
great, so settling for the free condoms from the 
infirmary doesn’t mean you're missing much. 

The lubricant you use must be water- 
based. Oil-based lubes, like Vaseline, hand bo- 
tion, butter, or what have you will cause latex to 
break down. If you use vegetable oil, yourcondom 
will break, and you'll leak all over inside your 
partner’s ass. This is not good. You do not want 
your condom to break. Some safe lubes are K-Y 
(available at Safeway, but yicky, smelly, and too 
sticky), Foreplay and Wet (both very good, get 
them at Spartacus Leather, downtown). 

Before sticking his cock into his lover's 
ass, the top should warm him up a little bit. Use 
a finger, then two, then three. Stretch out his 
sphincter muscle (that’s the muscle that keeps 
that bunghole nice and tight). By doing this, 
penetration will be less painful forthe boy getting 
fucked. When everyone's ready, the top should 
slowly push his dick into his partner’s ass. Slowly 
is the key here. Both people should be talking 
about what they're feeling, and no one should be 
getting hurt. If it hurts too much, don’t do it. 

Once the bottom is warmed up, the 
top can fuck all he wants. There are a variety of 
positions available. The bottom can lay on his 
back and lift his ass in the air. He can lay on his 
side and stretch one leg upward. He can squaton 
hands and legs, offering his ass to the top doggy- 
style. The top can lay down and the bottom can 
sit on the top’s cock. All of these positions are 
fun, pleasurable, and safe. Try them all! The 
bottom, of course, will find it very nice to be 
jerking off, or to be jerked off by the top whilst 
being fucked. Plenty of lube makes this even 
better. For extended fucking, the top should pull 
outoccasionally and check tosee thathiscondom 
is completely intact. 

Afterthe top hascome in the bottom’s 
ass, he should hold on to the top of the condom 
and pull out. The topshould take off the condom, 
throw it away, and wash the cum off his dick. This 
makes the whole operation very safe. Never use 
a condom twice. 

One note: fucking and getting fucked 





are both very fun. You should try both. While it 
usually takes a bit to get used to having a rock 
hard dick thrust into your ass, once you get used 
to it you'll be craving for more, I’m sure. Before 
trying butt-fucking with another person, you 
may wish to experiment using your own fingers. 
Or anything phallic: carrots, cucumbers, Ban 
roll-on, the enormous and very real-looking Jeff 
Stryker dildo, a candle. Don’t use a bottle, a 
lightbulb, or something small enough to get 
completely inside you and lost somewhere deep 
in your bowels. Also, some men prefer to take 
enemas before fucking. I've never done this, 
though it always seems like a really good idea. 
After fucking, or before, there is cock- 
sucking. Some will tell you that you should 
always use a condom for oral sex. Others will tell 
you that sucking, and swallowing, are perfectly 
safe. For a comparison of the risks, read Gay Sex. 
You can get this book and others at Powell's 
bookstore. I personally never use a condom for 
oral sex, so keep that in mind for these pointers. 


[Don’t take this disclaimer as advice to not use a 
condom. Some people are really adamant about 
using codoms for oral sex. -ed.] 

To suck cock, put the dick in your 
mouth, and suck. At first, avoid using your teeth 
or letting them touch the cock. Using teeth is 
reserved only for expert cock-suckers. Wrap your 
lips around your teeth. For the most stimulation, 
sort of move your mouth back and forth along the 
cock, stroking it with your tender, juicy mouth. 
Utilize your tongue and fingers. Puta finger uphis 
ass as you suck and lick his balls. Tease the tip of 
his dick with your tongue. If you're really brave, 
slide your tongue under his balls down to his 
asshole. This is called rimming — according to 
most experts, it is perfectly safe. Lick that rosie 
manhole while stroking his cock with your hand 
until your lover screams with delight. 

When the desired momentcomes (tee 
hee), you should take all the cum in your mouth 
and swallow it greedily. Smile at your lover, and 


metabolized, they can cause a hypertensive reac- 
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Dosages are shown only for the drugs 
where such things are well-defined. Most of the 
drugs for which a specific dosage is not listed are 
those which tend to be reused in ashorttime (i.e., 
alcohol or cocaine). In these cases, an attempt 
has been made to provide a reasonable upper 
limit for normal usage. 

Please note that all of these dos- 
ages are approximate and figured 
for the mythical average 150 lb. 
person. As such, they should be 
decreased for a smaller person, i.e., 
weighing less than 150 lbs. They 
should not, however, be increased for a larger 
person. You should also note that there is an 
enormous variance in personal biochemistry. 
People who are affected strongly by drugs often 
need to reduce dosage numbers in considering a 
drug's effects. Finally, there is also a huge differ- 
ence in dilution and potency of street drugs. 
These dosages are not written in stone. 

An effort has also been made to note specific 
interactions between drugs. A lot of confusion 
has emerged in the past about interactions be- 
tween drugs which are monoamine oxidase in- 
hibitors, also known as MAOIs, and certain 
foods. MAOI stands for monoamine oxidase 
inhibitor. Monoamine oxidase is an enzyme 
present in the digestive tract which metabolizes 
tyramine and dopa. If tyramine and dopa are not 


Drugs 


such as anti-depressants, as well as street drugs 
such as MDA) act as MAOIs. This means that if 
you eat anything that has tyramine or dopa in it 
while you are under the influence of an MAOI 
drug, bad things can happen. Street drugs will 
also react with other MAOI’s. Amphetamines 
and M-drugs are particularly toxic in reaction 
with MAOIs, including each other. 

Dairy products, beans, chocolate, 
coffee, and most especially, some 
formsof alcohol contain tyramine 
and dopa, and should never be 
ingested while under the influ- 
ence of any MAOI. Combining any of these 
foods with anti-depressants, or any prescription 
drug with an MAOI warning, can cause a reac- 
tion as well. 

Another warning: Having medical problemssuch 
as heart trouble, epilepsy, high blood pressure, or 
even asthmacan cause you to havea bad reaction 
to any kind of street drug. 

Lastly, there are some medical terms commonly 
(but often incorrectly) thrown about which need 
to be defined. Potency refers only to the dosage 
needed to achieve the wanted results, not to the 
results themselves. Effects are the results of taking 
a drug. Setting refers to the physical environs in 
which a drug is taken. Set is the state of the mind 
when preparing to take a drug. Physical addiction 


give him a long french-kiss. 

Giving head can be a lot of work. If 
your jaws get tired, quit and move on to some- 
thing else. His dick will undoubtedly be there 
when you feel like coming back to it. 

Other safe activities in which you may 
wish to indulge include: jacking-off together, 
group safer sex, bondage. The list really is only 
limited by your imagination. I've covered the 
basics, fucking and sucking, so it’s up to you to 
discover the rest. 

Keep in mind one thing: ALWAYS 
USE A CONDOM when fucking. There is no 
excuse for not using one, so do it, god damn it. 

To conclude, at Reed you will be able 
to explore sexuality with more freedom than you 
ever have before. You should explore, and you 
should feel good about it. Make this year at Reed 
the best one of your life. 


Celebrate queer love. 


is when the body adjusts to the presence of the 
drug to the point where it responds violently to 
the removal of the drug. Tolerance is when the 
body adjusts to the toxic effects of a drug by 
building up a resistance to the drug, causing the 
user to have to take more to produce the same 
effects. Psychological addiction is when a mental 
need for the effects of the drug develops. This 
type of addiction may be harder to break than 
physical. Routes of administration are the ways the 
drugs are taken. The common ones are eating, 
smoking, snorting, and injection. They are listed 
in that order for a reason. Progression along the 
order increases the danger and abuse potential. 
All drugs cause the user to lose touch with 
“reality” to some extent. This is often called 
disorientation. Some drugs, particularly halluci- 
nogens, cause disorientation to such an extent 
that it is often hard to tell when the effects of the 
drug have ended. This disorientation is usually 
ended by a night of sleep. 


Stimulants 

These drugs tend to reduce fatigue and sleepi- 
ness. They promote a sensation of euphoria and 
well-being in their users. They often produce 
extreme amounss of self-confidence. 


¢ Amphetamines: artificial products related to 
epinephrine (adrenaline.) 

Variants: methamphetamine (crystal meth), 
dexedrine, benzedrine 

Routes of administration: usually snorted or eaten. 
Dosage: 50-100 mg doses 

Duration: 4-6 hours/dose 

Side effects: hangover; loss of appetite; insomnia; 
tolerance; physical and psychological addiction; 
heart problems; nasal and sinus problems if 
snorted; induces psychosis. 

Interactions: MAOI’s 
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Comments: Amphetamines are the benchmark 
of central nervous system stimulants. They cause 
elevation of blood pressure, pulse, and breathing. 
Euphoria is a common psychological effect, as is 
an (often false) sense of superiority in the perfor- 
mance of tasks. The urge to sleep is usually 
suppressed; however, the physiological need is 
notremoved. Consequently, when the drug wears 
off, the crash can be quite severe. Psychosis can 
be induced by either long-term use or by a single 
large dose. There is no clear cut-off for the 
amount required to induce it. 







@ Cocaine (coke): a natural product, extracted 
from the leaves of the coca plant. 

Variants: crack and freebase (more refined and 
potent forms of cocaine; smoked), Procaine and 
Novocaine (a synthetic analog developed for 
anesthetic use which has few of the stimulant 
properties; sometimes used to cut coke). 

Routes of administration: usually snorted orsmoked. 
Dosage: dose varies widely (1/4 gram is a rough 
top limit). 

Duration: 30-60 minutes/dose. 

Side effects: nasal and sinus problems; heart prob- 
lems; tolerance; physical and psychological ad- 
diction; longterm use promotesa psychoticstate. 
Comments: Cocaine acts fairly quickly. The on- 
set of action is almost immediately manifested as 
an intense euphoria that people have likened to 
feeling that they are God. The duration of the 
high is rather short and the crash can cause severe 
depression. This often leads to taking more co- 
caine in a continuous cycle until it’s all gone. 
Crack is a form of cocaine that is smoked, thus 
producing effects much more quickly. The medi- 
cal risks of crack are much higher than those of 


cocaine. 


¢ M-Drugs: artificial products related to 
(meth)amphetamine. 

Variants: MDMA (aliases: MDM, n-methyl,XTC, 
“E”), MDA, and several other less common ones. 
== | Routes of administration: eaten or snorted 

© | Dosage: 50-120 mg 

Duration: 6-9 hours 

c Side effects: bad hangover; tolerance; suspected to 
= |cause long term liver damage and a pseudo- 


sants (antagonistic effects); MAOI’s; tyramine 
and dopa-containing foods; alcohol. 


euphoriants, because they produce strong feel- 
! ings of well-being, happiness, affection, and so 
w jon. They also produce sensitive tactile effects 
which can lead to people stroking carpets and 
sofas and such. M-drugs are fairly toxic and thus 





Depressants 
These are drugs which lower the speed of pro- 


cesses in your body and make you feel slow. They 
often induce euphoric feelings, and in relatively 
high doses cause sleep. Depressants tend to act 
together and intensify their effects if they are 
mixed. Since one of their primary effects, in large 
enough doses, is the depression of respiration, 
this situation can be deadly. 


¢ Alcohol: a substance produced by fermenting 
the natural sugars and starches of plants. 
Variants: simple fermentation products such as 
beer or wine, or distilled spirits. 

Routes of administration: ingestion. 

Dosage: widely variable — usually gauged by 
amount of effect produced 

Side effects: hangover; liver damage; tolerance; 
physical and psychological addiction 
Interactions: MAOIs, depressants, stimulants, M- 
drugs, antibiotics. 

Comments: Certainly the most popular recre- 
ational drug at Reed. While the typical college 
drinking pattern of heavy usage on the weekends 
and light usage during the week doesn’t usually 
produce so many long term effects, the stuff is 
addictive and should be treated accordingly. 


¢ Barbiturates and Benzodiazepines: 

Variants: the first include drugsending in -barbital; 
the second are typified by Valium and Librium 
Routes of administration: usually eaten 

Dosage: 1 pill or less 

Duration: varies, but several hours 

Side effects: physical and psychological addiction; 
tolerance. 

Interactions: alcohol and other depressants. 
Comments: These drugs produce effects similar to 
alcohol, including the reduced inhibitions and 
loss of common sense without the diuretic effect 
or nausea. Mixing alcohol with these can be 
deadly. Benzodiazepines are somewhat less ad- 
dictive and withdrawal from them is generally 
not as severe as barbiturate withdrawal, which 
has been fatal in certain severe addictions. Tol- 
erance to barbiturates builds faster than that to 
benzodiazepines, but is usually marked in either 


case. 


© Marijuana 

Variants: hash, hash oil (both are much more 
potent than straight pot) 

Routes of administration: usually eaten or smoked 
Dosage: varies 

Duration: varies widely with dose and method of 
administration 

Side effects: tolerance; if smoked, the same health 
problems as cigarettes. 

Comments: The effects of pot vary widely withset 
and setting. Many people experience little or no 
high the first time they consume pot. The feeling 
of “high” is rapidly learned, though. Marijuana 





which is eaten produces stronger effects which 
last longer. The dosage is harder to meter, but 
eating avoids the side effects of smoking. Over- 
doses are seldom seen, and are usually not medi- 
cally serious. Support from other people is the 
best treatment if there are no serious symptoms. 
Marijuana does exert a synergistic effect with 
mosthallucinogens, so that botheffectsare height- 
ened, often unpleasantly, beyond the user’s ex- 
pectations. 


¢ Nitrous Oxide: 

Variants: from a tank; and from small cylinders 
(whip-its). 

Route of administration: breathed 

Dosage: a lung full 

Duration: a few seconds after the gas is expelled 
from the lungs 

Side Effects: a dull sense of stupidity 

Comments: Nitrous oxide produces giddiness, 
loss of motor control, and often laughter. The 
effects disappear very quickly after the breathing 
of the gasstops. The only “safe” way to inhale the 
gas is from balloons. Breathing directly from a 
tank or from a garbage bag is very dangerous, as 
it is quite easy to overdose. Also, gas coming 
directly from a tank is super cooled and can cause 
freezing of the tissue in the lungs. Oxygen cannot 
be gotten from nitrous; breathing any concen- 
trated gas without breathing air causes suffoca- 
tion. Nitrous labeled “Industrial Grade” is lethal 
and nitrous from auto shops has often been 
“sulfurized.” 


© Opiates: all natural ones are based on opium, 
an extract from the opium poppy. 

Variants: morphine (an extract of opium), and 
heroin and codeine (derivatives of morphine). 
Routes of administration: usually smoked, snorted 
or injected 

Dosage: actual amount varies greatly with type 
and purity. 

Side effects: physical and psychological addiction; 
tolerance; and secondary medical problems from 
long-term usage. 

Comments: Most of these drugs provide a very 
intense high, characterized by feelings of eupho- 
tia and sleepiness. They also often cause nausea. 
These drugs are used as the case example for 
physicaladdiction. Toquote from the book Choco- 
late to Morphine, “If you have begun to use narcot- 
ics regularly, by any method, and think you can 
avoid going on to intravenous use and addiction, 
remember: most junkies thought that too.” Over- 
doses can be fatal, but a hospital will have what 
are called narcotic antagonists (e.g., nalorphine) 
which can quickly reverse the effects of an over- 
dose. This treatment needs to be administered as 
soon as possible to be effective, though. 


Hallucinogens 
These drugs cause you to perceive the world ina 


different manner. Their effects are strongly influ- 
enced by set and by setting. They produce two 
main effects: hallucinations and “head trip.” The 
hallucinations are usually visual in nature but 
may extend to the other senses, depending upon 
the drug. The phrase “head trip” refers to the way 
these drugs cause modes of thinking to change, 
usually towards a state of confusion. Therefore, 
trippersshould avoid situations that require clear, 
sequential thought or explanation. 


¢ LSD (acid): 

Variants: blotter (paper impregnated with LSD), 
tablets (coated with LSD), and liquid (a water 
solution of LSD) 

Routes of administration: usually eaten 

Dosage: 80-200 micrograms 

Duration: 6-20 hours, depending on dosage and 
purity, with an average of 10-12 hours. 

Side effects: disorientation; tolerance. 
Comments: Acid is known for its “head trip” and 
strong visual hallucinations. The mental effects 
are what cause a “bad trip.” LSD is very potent. 
Street acid often has amphetamines or non- 
psychoactive lysergic compounds present as im- 
purities, but very rarely strychnine. These sub- 
stances cause many of the physical effects of 
“bad” and “speedy” acid. Bad trips may be slowed 
by taking pure vitamin B-6 (Niacinimide). 


© Mescaline: a synthetic product or a natural 
derivation of peyote. 

Variants: peyote (a cactus); bromo (a synthetic 
mescaline analog developed, at Reed, during the 
late sixties) 

Routes of administration: snorted, eaten, or enema. 
Dosage: 200-600 mg (mescaline sulfate); 6-12 
“buttons” (peyote); 25 mg (bromo) 

Duration: varies from 4 hrs (for bromo) to up to 12 
hrs (for peyote) 













Side effects: nausea; disorientation. Long term 
effects are not well known, although most of 
these drugs are suspected of being fairly toxic. 
Comments: In general, mescaline causes strong 
visual hallucinations and little head trip. Bromo 
produces an intense visual trip and almost no 
head trip. It only lasts about 4 hours. Bromo is 
noted for being particularly powerful and painful 
when snorted. Note that a hit is only 1/40 of a 
gram. People have had severe problems with 
larger doses of bromo. Peyote producesa trip very 
similar to mescaline and almost inevitably causes 
nausea in its users. 


¢ Mushrooms (psilocybin): small fungi which 
grow in the woods. 

Variants: cubensis and liberty caps and a large 
number of others. 

Route of administration: eaten 

Dosage: 1-2 grams. 

Duration: 7-9 hours. 

Side effects: all psychedelic mushrooms are toxic 
to some extent. Overdoses cause stomach dis- 
tress, and sometimes anxiety. 

Comments: Mushrooms produce both visual hal- 
lucinations and, toa lesser extent, head trip. The 
dosage levels for mushrooms vary with potency, 
freshness, type, storage, and batch. Don’t go 
picking your own mushrooms. 


Sources of Additional Information 


¢ University of Oregon Drug Information Cen- 
ter 

1763 Moss St. Eugene, OR 97403. (503) 686- 
5411. Hours: 9:00 AM 3:00 PM, Monday-Friday. 
This is an excellent source of information on a 
plethora of topics ranging from over-the-counter 
drugs — through alcohol, caffeine, and nicotine 
— to Schedule | drugs. They have access to a 
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6034 S.E. Milwaukie Ave. 
232-1826 


% Open for lunch & dinner, Tues.-Sun. 
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large amount of information including comput- 
erized data bases and many professional journals. 
They are willing to run info searches for people. 
They will answer questions or provide references 
to queries made in person, in writing, or over the 
phone; anonymously, if you prefer. They will also 
send you free brochures on a wide variety of 
topics. They can be counted on to provide up to 
date and correct information on most drugs. 

© Chocolate to Morphine: Understanding Mind- 
active Drugs. 

Rosen, Winifred, and Andrew Weil, M.D. Bos- | ® 
ton: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1983. 
This book provides an excellent discussion of | “ 
relationships with drugs and some good, if non- 
technical, information on most common drugs. 


¢ Handbook of Abusable Drugs. 
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information about street drugs. It is also valuable 
for gaining a perspective on the country’s “offi- 
cial” view of most drug issues. 


Desk Reference for Non-Prescription Drugs. a. 
A very good source of information on prescrip- 
tion drugs and many over-the-counter drugs. 

¢ A Primer of Drug Action, 3rd ed. 

Julien, Robert M. 

Looks at a wide variety of drugs. 

e LSD, My Problem Child. 

Hoffman, Albert. New York: McGraw Hill, 1980. 
A book by the man who first synthesized LSD. 
¢ Marijuana Reconsidered 
Grinspoon, Lester. Cambridge: Harvard Univer- 
sity Press, 1971. 

© Licit and Illicit Drugs. 

Brecher, Edward M. Boston: Little, Brown, 1972. 
¢ Heroin: The Myths and Facts. 

Ashely, Richard. New York: St. Martin’s Press. 










age 118 
The Drug Article That Ate Reed College 
by Marty Smith 


A lotof people are exposed to drugs for the first 
time when they come to college. When I say drugs, 


drugs, like pot or alcohol, with 
which most of us have had run-ins 
in high school. Even if the hard 
drugswere available toyou before college, the chances 
are good thatwe have more of them, they’re easier to 
get, and probably of a higher quality, unless you're 
from someplace like Berkeley. 

The truth of the matter is that drug use is 
common and condoned here, and in all probability 
you will be in a position to indulge in it at some time 
during your college career. There's a good chance 
that this will happen before you have a chance to 
gamer sufficient information through observation 
and hearsay to make intelligent decisions regarding 
drug use. During O-Week, for example. This guide 
will give some brief descriptions of what to expect if 
you were to dodnugs, so that you can decide whether 
they are a facet of the college experience of which 
you wish to avail yourself. In addition, I will include 
a “Tips for Trips” section, giving some advice on 
what to doornotdo if you decide to take the plunge. 

First, a guide to some of the more popular drugs 
and their effects. . 

MDA. Lisa Bimbach's College Book pronounces 
this Reed’s favorite drug, an assertion which I would 
not venture to deny. When you take MDA, you're 
pretty much setting out to have an old-fashioned, 
hedonistic good time, not the profound or intense 
religious experience some have on hallucinogens. 
Essentially, thedrugisa euphoric. Thingsthatyoudo 
are considerably more fun than usual. In fact, they 
often seem to be deeply physically and emotionally 
satisfying. And there’s this business about touch- 


See, one of the the most common things 
people do on MDA is, well, to touch and hug each 
other, which is why stupid people who are overfond 

£ of catchy names call it the “love drug.” Common — 
~ hell, it's epidemic. The phrase, “Give me a hug,” 
2 | Virtually screams MDA, draws the molecular struc- 
Y | uure on the blackboard, and stops just shy of whip- 

| Ping up a batch. The drug has a tendency to render 
" |physical sensations, particularly those induced by 
"© | other people (who by the way seem to be just about 
5 the nicest folks you'd ever want to meet — damned 
4 attractive, too) excruciatingly pleasant. It is, how- 
wi | ever, good to remember that your great mood may 
notextend to total strangers who aren’ton yourdrug. 

2 These people may notappreciate you getting in their 
Q | faces and demanding a hug. Try to limit yourself to 


0 


Emotional sensations go down well, too. These 


= people are your very best friends, etc. More or less 
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what you'd expect from a mood elevator. As men- 
tioned before, MDA, particularly for beginners, isa 
very socialdrug. You probably should notdo italone. 
Instead, do it with a group of people you know and 
like. You might want to include some people of your 


I’mtalking about hard drugs, like the sexual preference, whatever it is, since you may have 
hallucinogensand the M-drugs, both adesire bordering on the need to hug 
of which are common here. I won't them, etc. Thisdesire/need is, by the 
use this space to talk about the easy way, probably the root of most (and 


there aren’t many) bad trips on 
MDA. If you are unable to satisfy 

thisurge, or feel uncomfortable doingso, you 
may get bummed. Usually this only happens, ‘fatal, 
after you've done it several times. 

It is important to drink water while you're on 
this drug, and you'll probably want to anyway. 

One caveat MDA hasa pretty hell-like crash 
attached to it Comingdown,since it involves a 
movement from the pleasure zone 
into the icky old real world, can be 
unpleasant. Often, the idea of tak- 
ing more is bandied about, fre- 
quently with some success. In fact, 
someendup taking more until they 
tun plumb out. But the more you 
take the night before, the worse you'll feelon theday 
after. 

The day after, which puts some in mind of the 
TV-movieofthesame name, isthesecond halfofthe 
crash previously mentioned. The night you do the 
drugs, you'll sleep poorly, ifatall. You'll wake up and 
feel tired, strung-out, and achy all over the next day. 
You'll be pretty much useless. However, you will, in 
all probability, live, and if it’s worth the crash to you, 
this may be a drug you, like me, will do far too many 
times. 

N-MethylL This is another member of the 
growing family of M-drugs, i.e., those drugs closely 
chemically related to MDA. Its effects are similar, 
but not identical. One of the key differences is the 
amount of time one will spend under its influence. 
N-methy!’seffects usually last about one half to two- 
thirds as longas those of MDA, or about three to four 
hours. The physical effects, particularly thecrash, are 
considerably milder. Many fun-seekers report little 
or nougly bumt-out hangover the next day, particu- 
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larly if they restrict themselves to one hit (usually, 
one tenth of a gram). However, as with all the M- 
drugs, coming down is sufficiently unpleasant to 
tempt the user into doing more, and since it’s often 
still pretty early when it wears off, you're mote likely 
to doso. If you keep doing this until you run out (an 
all too common occurrence), you'll probably feel 
pretty much like shit on the morrow. 

The effect on your psyche is, generally speak- 
ing, more superficial You still (often) like to hug 
people, particularly if you're a novice, but you're less 
likely to be visited by a deep-seated need to do so. It 
seems to be more of a simple elevation of mood, 
rather than adeep, emotional twistingofone’sbeing. 
You're not so much tripping as just high. Some folks 
like the lack of a heavy head trip; some don’t. It’s a 
matter of personal taste. Neurotic people are less 


likely to bum heavily. 
UrVeY =i 
at Reed, as they arestu- 
pid. The similarities between this drug and N- 
methyl are pretty striking. | have been told thateach 
is sometimes sold under the other’s name. This may 
be true, or it may not. I have a reasonably difficult 
time telling them apart. Generally, ] have found that 
MDM ‘js cleaner than N-meth, the crash is still less 
painful, and thesimple elevation of mood purer. This 
is, however,a highly subjective distinction, and most 
of the rules on N-meth will apply with little modifi- 
cation. 
LSD. You've heard about it, and, well, we’ve 
gotithere, cheapand frequent. The effects are pretty, 
um, difficult to describe. First of all, you almost 
certainly will be awake for 12 hours after you drop. 
And there's really, really almost no point in taking 
more than one hit your first time out. You'll sleep 
firfully when you finally do go to bed, which will 
make you feel a bit strung out the next day, but it 
won't physically thrash the hell out of you. 
Toexplain what itdoes to you, it might help to 
first givea capsule oversimplificationofhow itworks: 


MDMA. Thisis 
commonly known as 
“Ecstasy,”or“E” toyou 


ravers. It is not gener- 
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hygrometer 


A weatherman works with many 
meters to find out about the 


weather. 





Think of your neurons as a huge collection of 
telays. A given neuron at any time is either firing 
(on) or not firing (off). When it is firing it sends a 
signal to the next one, tuming iton as well. Thusly, 
more or less, a thought races about one’s brain. 

LSD seems to make the relays hypersensitive. 
So, when one fires, not only does it kick on the next 
one, it kicks on alll those in the vicinity. Most of the 
effects can be traced to this process of hyperas- 
sociation. For example, you're on a beach that has a 
lot of sticks poking out of the sand. You see one that 
you think kinda looks like a lizard. Hey, look out, 
they all look like lizardsand, holy cats, they’re headed 
this way. Your friend sayssomething like, “Itdoesn’t 
work that way,” and, in addition to understanding 
what he means, you immediately think of five other 
possible interpretations forhis sentence, tell them to 
him, and the two of you laugh like idiots for the next 
three hours. You have some mundane thought and 
it suddenly seems to have extremely far-reaching 
implications, since, after all, it lit up your brain like 
aChristmas tree. Since the natural barriers thatkeep 
thoughts from racing unchecked between all sec- 
tions of your mind are down, events may all seem to 
be connected in a funny or perhaps sinister plot, 
causing you to get paranoid. You may try to encom- 
pass everything that is in your theory, whatever it is. 
This will notwork. You always try to settle questions 
like,“Whiatis life?” whenyourmind isnoteven ready 
for questions such as, “What is toothpaste?” or, “Has 
anyone seen my left hand?” 

Ak you'll have lots of visuals as mentioned 
earlier, thinking things are other things, thinking 
stationary objects are moving, or seeing colorful 
patterns superimposed on your vision, or all three. 

It can be a lot of fun. Conceivably, it can also 
be a hellish nightmare. Choose wisely, Luke. 

Mushrooms. Pretty much like acid. Maybe a 
few more colors and a bit less head-trip. 6-8 hours, 
and thesleepyou finally getmay be a bitmore restful. 

Bromo-mescaline. The most terrifying hallu- 
cinogen known to man. The effects last 3-5 hours, 
the visuals are awe-inspiring, and the head tip is 
light — usually. The catch is, first, for it to act at all 
like bromo, you have tosnortit. Thisis really intense, 


because in about two to five minutes, you're tripping 
your ass off, the world is melting. The incredible 
speed with which this happens is one of the things 
those who like it like about it. However, when it gets 
up your nose it hurts. This is probably an understate- 
ment Itsreallyamazingly painful. You'll be surprised 
that you would actually do this to yourself. It’s been 
described as having red-hot knives shoved up your 
nose, or being kicked in the face by a psychedelic 
horse. You may briefly entertain notions of dying. 
This all dies down after about twenty minutes, 
though, and if you're lucky there will be no nausea at 
all afterward. (It helps to have eaten a starchy meal 
aboutan hour and ahalforsoearlier.) Otherwise, you 
might have about 20 more minutes of mild nausea. 
The visuals are real good. To have visuals thisintense 
on acid you'd have to be on so much you couldn’t 
talk. On bromo you could discuss them reasonably 
coherendy. 

A word about dosage. One hit isone fortieth of 
a gram. This is a fact. Do not say something stupid 
like, “Oh, let’s do a bot,” and hoot up a couple lines 
about the size of your thumb. I havesome friendswho 
did this, and they ended up lying undersome bushes, 
at night, in the rain, unable even to yell for help, and 
now they will not do drugs for the next five million 
jillion years. 

Quaaludes. Oh, Christ. Well, you can take 
these, and what they'll do, see, is bower your 1.Q. by 
about 70 points and completely obliterate your 
senses of pride, shame, and balance — which can be 
fun, on certain occasions. You'll probably end up 
embarrassing yourself, fortunately, you won't re- 
member it. You'll wake up with assorted bumps and 
bruises and hear how you ran across the lawn naked 
after your best friend’s boyfriend, who remembers 
nothing. Don’t mix them with anything or you'll 
probably die. 

If you decide to do one of these drugs, or any 
drug, you might want to take a look at the following 
guidelines, compiled from the experiences of myself 
and my friends. This is the “Tips for Trips” section 
promised earlier. 

The following guidelines: If there’s any doubt, 
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don’t. Don’t take drugs if you don’t really want to. This 
sounds obvious, and it is, but people ignore it all the 


time. You're going to be in an altered state of | ® 


consciousness for a fixed amountof time, even if you 
decide that you don’t like it halfway through. Want- 
ing to be down ard not being able to get there is no 
fun. Make sure that this is something that you really 
want to do. Don’t trip, especially for the first time, 
because somebody wants you to, or because your 
friends are. Trip because you want to be high. 


p 
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The flip side of this rule is don’t try to pressure (Q 


someone into tripping who doesn’t want to. If drugs are 
a big hit with you, you have a tendency to want to 
show everyone how much fun they are. Don’t go 
overboard with this. Inform, suggest, offer, butdon’t 
beg, berate, or force anyone to do drugs. They just 
aren’t for everybody. Some people have delicate 
psyches and are subject to bad trips. If you wheedle 
one of these folks into tripping against his or her 
better judgment, and they have a bad time, you're 
going to feel really stupid. 

If you've decided thatdrugsare not foryou, fine 
and dandy. If you've decided otherwise, here are a 
few tips for the novice tripster: 

Tip #1. Don’t take too much. Don't be the dork 
who thinks he has a naturally high tolerance and 
takes a triple dose to “make sure I get off.” These are 
heavy-duty mind-alteringsubstances;you will getoff. 
You really can’t be sure what you're in for the first 
time out, so take it easy. If you should decide you 
don't like it, there will be less of it to deal with. One 
hitofanythingis plenty. Ifyou're uncertain, do ahalf- 
hit. Youcan always take more, butyoucan’ttake less. 

Tip #2. Trip under pleasant arcumstances. Pref- 
erably with people you know reasonably well and 
with whom you are on good terms. Don’t trip with 
your ex-boyfriend immediately after an acrimonious 
breakup. It also helps to have someone around who 
has done the drug before. Trip in a relaxed, con- 
trolled environment, not some fascist death en- 
campment with lots of paranoia-inducing strangers 
aroun, like downtown, Clackamas Town Center, 
or the police station. If you can let out a good yell 
without getting more than cursory glances, you're 
probably in a good place to trip. 

Tip #3. Bear in mind that you're on drugs. It’s 
importanttorememberthat the moreunusualthings 
that are happening to you are the result of a recre- 
ational drug that you made a conscious decision to 
take. Hence, they are harmlessanddiverting. Donot 
allow yourself to forget that they are not real When 
you are on drugs, your reasoning faculties are im- 
paired. You are susceptible to believing things that 
are not true. You should, therefore, question ideas 
that occur to you, particularly if they are unpleasant 
or frightening. Is this terrible thing happening,oram 
I just on drugs? You'll be surprised how often the 
latter isthe case. Forexample: the chances that there 
is a nuclear war going on but everyone is trying to 
hide it from you are vanishingly small, the chances 
that you would notactually be able to see orhearany 
bombs in this case are infinitesimal, and the chances 


119 





P @gé 


yooqpuny suapnNEs 9a 








Tip #4. Other people are fine. Hardly anyone 
can tell from a distance that you're on drugs, and if 
they did know, they wouldn’tgive ashit. Ultimately, 
no one is any more concemed with you now than 
they were when you were straight. If you think 
someone is watching you, or following you, or trying 
to give you a hard time, think about this: why would 
it be worth the trouble to them to fuck with you? 
They have troubles of their own, their existence 
doesn’t revolve around making you miserable. Stay 
cool. 

Tip #5. Don’t call your parents. This needs no 
explanation. 

Tip #6. Don’t get hungup. Due to the nature of 
drugs, it is possible to start thinking about one thing 
for a long time without snapping out of it. This can 
be bad. For example, suppose you should happen to 
experience the mild nausea that sometimes accom- 
panies the early stages of an acid trip, and you keep 
wondering if you're going to throw up. Not only are 


Portland Is My Babylon 
by Richard Dyson 


Eleven- thirty in the morning: Leslie, Anna, 
and I are sprawled out on the bed, groaning. We 


asleep fora few minutes. I haven’t 
been to class for at least a week; 
they’re going to shut off the gas 
tomorrow if we don’t pay the 
bill; my thesis isdue in ten days. 
But!’m not thinking about any 
of that. All I can think about is heroin. It’s only 
been 24 hours since the last shot, but it feels like 
24 years. 

If there’s anyone who still believes that 
Reedies are too smart to get addicted to heroin, 
I can cite you a dozen students who prove the 
= |opposite. Of the dozen Reedies 1 know who 
a started fooling around with heroin, one died, one 

went through rehab, one joined a cult, seven still 
fr shoot up every day (two of them are also on 
~ |methadone), and the others are teetering on the 
2 | brink, relying on some combination of poverty 

¥ | and geography tostopthem from getting hooked. 

iy There are a few others who did it a couple of 
times, and haven't done it since. But my point is 
not to assemble Reed drug statistics. My point is 
0 just to tell you what happened to me and my 
friends. 

No one starts doing heroin with the idea of 
getting hooked. Everyone knows how addictive 
4. |it is, but many Reedies suffer from the delusion 
Q | that their intelligence disqualifies them from the 

«(usual consequences. With a little will power, 
x they reckon, they can keep it under control. 
Like leprosy, heroin is a progressive condi- 
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you going to miss alll the fun through your obsessive 
gastric concer, you're probably going to keep think- 
ing about it until you actually do it. Yuck. 

If you feel like you're starting to get hungup on 
something, divert yourself. Play with a toy. Ask a 
friend to describe her visuals. Put on some music. 
One of the best ways to snapoutof adownward spiral 
is to change your environment, ie., go somewhere 
else. You'll be amazed how much better you'll feel if 
you get out of that oppressive little room. 

If yousee a friend getting hung up, divert them 
gently. Don’t say, “Jesus Christ, what's the matter 
with you?Snap out of it, man, or you'll die!” It is not 
even necessary to inform them that youare diverting 
them on purpose. 

Generally, if you just keep moving, with new 
stimuli appearing constantly, you won’tget hungup. 

Tip #7. Friends are your friends. No, I haven't 
invented the tautology. If you get lost, or sick, orstart 
to have a bad time, ask a friend for help. Go to the 
infirmary. They are harmless, helpful, and in all 
probability expecting you or someone just like you. 


tion. Most people have a honeymoon period, 
when junk is fun, exciting, and still mostly occa- 
sional. For me, this lasted almost a year. I was on 
a leave of absence from Reed, had a good job, and 
got a kick out of the Jekyll-and-Hyde existence 
that junk required. Nothing has changed, I told 
myself —I'’m doing everything I want to 

be doing. The only difference is that 

now I'm doing junk, too. 

But somewhere along the 
line, junk started to change me. 
Gradually, without my noticing 

it, I stopped doing things. My life fell into a very 
predictable pattern. I went to work, I scored, I did 
junk, I went to sleep. These were the elements of 
my routine, and anything else became a hassle. 
Quite quickly, I divided my friends into two 
groups: the ones who did junk, and everyone else. 
Because I had to be on my guard with people who 
didn’t, I pulled away from them, and eventually 
avoided them when possible. I never had friends 
over. I seldom called anyone. I sometimes went 
to parties, but] never stayed long. People made 
me nervous. When I went out, all I could think 
about was going home and doing junk. 

Thus the orbit of my life continued to 
decay. And I 
cared lessand less 
about it. My 
original rule — 
“only on the 
weekends”— 
became 
“Thursday 
through Mon- day,” 
which then collapsed into “every other day.” 
After that, pathetically, I took one day offa week, 
when I’d lie sleepless and sweaty on the bed, 








Tip #8. Remember to take care of your body. Ifit’s 
cold, wear warm clothes. You may feel that you can 
get by without them, and while it’s true you may feel 
okay during your trip, that will be small comfort 
when you wake upwith triple pneumonia. Also, you 
may decide you are cold after all when you're miles 
from your room and don’t want to go back. 

It’s a good idea to drink a lot of water or juice 
(not beer), too, particularly if you're doing one of the 
M-drugs. If you're going to be on the move, you 
might want to consider taking a bottle or pitcher 
with you. Your body will be far kinder to you if you 
do. Most of the effects of a hangover are caused by 
simple dehydration. 

Also, don’t forget to eat Try to time your 
activities so you're not peaking during mealtimes. 
Tip #9. Have a good time. 


Marty Smith attended Reed from 1983 to 1985, and 
subsequently eamed a B.A. in English from Bard Cob 


lege. Heisnowarecordexecutiveand only looks retarded. 


staring at the walls and trying not to pick up the 
phone and call my connection. The irony was 
that I used these rules to show myself that! still 
was in control. 

Eventually I abandoned all pretence of rules, 
and wound up with a daily habit. Every day I sank 
a little lower; every morning I awoke a little 
meaner; every day I had to scramble to get the 
money to score. I lurched along like this for 
several months. I was tired; I didn’t seem to have 
the will to fight it any more. 

Luckily, 1 got a summer job in Maryland. I 
left Portland, and went through withdrawal for 
about a week. Then I spent three months as 
Doctor Jekyll, renting a nice suburban apartment 
and working at a nice suburban job. That sum- 
mer, I kept thinking how glad I was to be finally 
off junk, and how much I'd enjoy living in 
Portland now that! wasclean. When! went back 
to Reed for my senior year, everyone said] looked 
great. I felt great —so great, that I figured I could 
safely do some junk. By the second week of class, 
I was doing it every day. I tried the “geographical 
cure” several times that year, leaving town for a 
few days, a week, or a month. But every time I 
came back, 1 went back to junk — within a 

matter of hours. 
Of course, I was 
a terrible student. | 


Cautionary ::2== 
when I got there at all, 


and I wasusually so spaced 

out that! couldn’tremem- 

ber a thing. I couldn’t even read 

my own notes most of the time. Towards the end 
of the year, heroin seldom made me feel “high.” 
I was using it just to feel normal. I did junk before 
I made important phone calls; I did junk while I 


wrote my papers; I did junk before | sat for my 
thesis orals; I did junk to give me confidence for 
sex, although eventually junk made me inca- 
pable of sustaining an erection. 

The big crunch came in April, when my 
addicted friends and I ran out of money. All year 
we had managed to hold everything together 
with wages, savings, and phone calls to mom and 
dad. And then one sunny day we woke up and we 
were broke. Flat broke. The next few weeks were 
pure misery. I sold my books — all of them. I 
called up everyone | knew, trotted out some 
fantastic story, and begged for money. I tried to 
collecton favors that were two or three years old. 
Sometimes, on the few occasions when I went to 
class, I would think, in an hour, the guy sitting 
next to me will probably be studying in the 
library, or eating a bagel in the coffee shop. And 
in an hour | will probably be standing in a vacant 
loton 82nd trying to sell my car tosome Mexican 
dude, or driving out to Clackamas County with 
two felons and a speed freak trying to track down 
adealernamed Chino. I wasso desperate I started 
buying lottery tickets. 

When the semester finally ended, I sold my 
cat for enough cash to get a gram of dope, packed 
up what was left of my belongings, and went 
South. I swore I’d never come back. But I did. 

To anyone who has tangled with heroin, or 
anyone who's tempted to try it: you think you 
know you're playing with fire, that you have to be 
careful. Butyou think youcan handle it. Secretly, 
you wonder whether being addicted is really all 
that bad; being a junkie has a certain tragic 
mystique. Hell, it might even get you laid! 

I certainly had the same thoughts. But the 
odds are stacked against you. Anyone who does 
junk long enough will get hooked. Heroin ad- 
dicts, by and large, lead miserable lives. They will 
do whatever it takes to get their dope. The irony 
is that for the most part heroin no longer gets 
them high; it just gets them normal. 

I remember the day that Anna scored with 
Carla, an older junkie who was ourconnection at 
the time. They shot up in Anna’s room. We sat 


around and talked for a while. Anna nodded off. 
Leslie looked over, and noticed that Anna's lips 
were blue. She wasn’t breathing. We laid her 
down on the floor. We slapped her. We spilled a 
glass of water on her face. Nothing. Her eyes were 
tolled back into her skull. Carlastood up. She was 
trembling. “If she dies, and the cops come, it’s a 
murder rap! They'll throw me in the slammer!” 
She ran out the door. Leslie dialed 911. The 
emergency crew arrived and jolted Anna back to 
life. That night, we vowed to quit. But a few days 
later we were doing it again. The shocking thing 
is that I probably would have started again even 
if Anna had died. Yousee, once you get addicted, 
you don’t know when you'll stop. You might 
never stop. You might die first. 

I do have some advice for anyone who 
tangles with heroin. First, never introduce it to 
your friends. Even if you’re some kind of mutant 
who can play around with junk for years without 
getting hooked, your friends aren’t. They might 
think they're making an adult, rational decision, 
but that’s a crock of shit. They don’t know what 
they’re getting into. Don’t help them make that 
mistake. 

Second, reach out to friends who don’t use 
drugs any more. Tell them what's going on. Talk 
to Nikki, Reed’s drug counselor. She’s cool, and 


she can help you when the shit hits the fan. She 
is also bound by law not to repeat what you tell 
herto any authorities. Listen, there’s no shame in 
being addicted to heroin. Asking for help is an 
act of strength, not of weakness. 

Third, if you have any desire to stop using 
heroin, go to a meeting of Narcotics Anony- 
mous. The people there know exactly where 


you're coming from. 


Author's note: When I first began writing 
this article for the 1990 handbook, I had just 
returned to Portland. I was happy: I figured my 
heroin days were over. But within a week, ] sank 
back into a daily habit. The stench of my own 
hypocrisy made me sick. I told the editors to yank 
the article. 

Junkie stories are all alike: they go on much 
longer than they should. I’ve been lucky enough 
to stay clean for almost two years now. With 
junk, you always pay twice: you pay for the ticket 
to oblivion, and you pay to get back. 


Richard Dyson and the other names in this piece are 
pseudonyms. The author now lives in Portland and 


has something approaching a normal life. 


FisheBirds 


amelie) ies | 
Dog & Cat eat 


10% off with your Reed ID (except grooming 
and dog & cat food) 
50% off fish food refills with original 
container from Animal Crossing 


Open M-F 10-7 
Sat 10-6, Sun 12-5 


4633 SE Woodstock 


777-6318 
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Sex, Drugs, and Rock ‘n’ Roll 





by Toby Boyd, ‘94 and Julien Noah Devereux, ‘93 


THE AGE OF THE THUNDER LIZARDS 
(all and any prior to 1988) 


Angstaffen — Sludgy, 
viscous, yet strangely 


You will 

never see them as their members are scattered 
across the country and aren’t on speaking terms. 
Deaf Children — Hendrix covers and Zappa- 
esque jams. Often they play in the amphitheater 
and I once heard them playing “Purple Haze” 
from 43rd and Ellis. That’s loud. 

Eggdog — Venerable Reed chick-rok band who, 
like Spinal Tap, can’t seem to keep drummers. 
Song titles include: “We put out for Dave the 
New Guy,” “Egg-Dog Tactical Map,” “Too Much 
Tea,” and “Yes on Measure 69.” 

Cosmic Honor Guard — Certainly one of the 
best Reed bands in my tenure. A brilliant amal- 
gam of ano-technical ‘70s metal and punk rock 
attack. Sang songs about self-hate and driving 
fast. 

Lovebutt(e)—*All girl, all idiot-savantsix piece.” 
Need we say more? 

Meisterband/Ghoul Truck/Leechfeast/Goppa 
—Shitty punk/metal. Known to introduce songs 
with, “This next one is about marauding evil 
hordes.” 

Slack — Until Hazel, probably the most success- 


k'n 





fulReed Band. Their brand of funky rock, which 
has since become mainstream, sounded distinc- 
tive, and fully bitchin’, when first I heard them at 
my first Halloweensocial,on mushrooms. Dude!!! 
Slimbuddha — Also from the funk/rock chilly 
peppers school of cock rock, these fellows never 
really fired my jets, but some people liked to “air 
guitar” in front of them during 
their shows. 
Tikkler —When I was in 
high school, I met someone 
who had gone to my school 
and then to Reed whogave 
me the phone number of 
one of the members of 
Tikkler, suggesting that I call them when I ar- 
rived in Reed. Tikkler was entertaining in the 
same way that Cheap Trick’s “Live at Buddokan” 
is. 1 was scared to call. 
Vicious Wally — The truth about these lads 
isn’t pretty. Famous for giving birth to ‘dumpster 
rock,’ a squawking, unruly little tyke, sounding 
rather punk, by god. 
Zamboni —Johnny Cash covers, the 
Zamboni theme song, and keyboards. 
Full-on Retard rock. Some guitarsmash- 


ing, when resources allowed. 


BE HERE Now 


Alpha Jerks — Once you're a member, you’re a 
member for life. The only Reed band to have a 
manager. They sound like a John Zorn band if 
they couldn’t play their instruments, in other 
words, great. 

Falsetto Stilletto — Another mutated punk 
ensemble, here spiced up with a few horns. 





oll 


Hazel —The bright and shining star of Alterna- 
tive Portland. Beautiful male/female off-kilter 
harmonies, bouncy bass lines, spastic drums and 
guitar work that veers between passive and ag- 
gressive. 1 don’t know why I like them but I do. 
Jimmy Las Vegas —sinewy bar-band rock'n'roll, 
with a bad tendency to play fifteen-minute songs. 
Sone —A sone is a subjectively determined unit 
of loudness. Sone is a band which attempts to 
make loud music which injects elements of ran- 
dom noise and falling-apart rhythms into a six- 
ties pop influenced structure. This makes them 
sound pretentious, which they aren’t. One of the 
few Portland bands who isn’t content just to 
“sock.” 
Starhustler — a group of gifted young men and 
women, though I personally think that playing 
nothing but Ted Nugent covers gets old after a 
while. 
Thirty-ought six —Reminiscent of jangly-gui- 
tar British bands like the Wedding Present and 
My Bloody Valentine, 30.06 are a three-piece 
who like to sing songs about loss and LSD. 
Totally Hair —Tontally obnox- 
ious girl band who spend as much 
time trying to yell at the audi- 
ence. We have every reason to 
believe that they will have be- 
come still more virtuosic after a 
summer of near-daily practices. 
Wallflower — a band which thrives on rumor 
(don’t we all?). I suspect that we'll here more 
from these youngsters real soon, but until then, 
you can just read the graffiti ‘bout them. 
Shredded Lettuce- the latest bastard offspring of 
the aforementioned Deaf Children. They'll prob- 
ably sound like Deep Purple at the Dustbin party. 











Do you own: 

a dildo? 
Suyker/Holmes Model? 
a vibrator? 
awhip? 
acato’ nine tails? 
ben-wa balls? 
anal love-beads? 
a strap on dildo? 

if female 

if male 
a houseboy? 
handouffs or manacles? 
a waterbed? 
mirrors on your ceiling? 
pulleys on your ceiling? 
leather or rubber panties? 
a cock ring? 
a life-size rubber doll? 


How many orgasms do you have in an average week? 


Have you ever had sex for more than eight hours in one 
session? 
Have you had sex with someone with: 

a ten-year age difference? 

a twenty-year age difference? 
Have you ever had sex with: 

a produce product? 

a vacuum cleaner? 

an animal? 

as big as a horse or larger? 

Have you ever hired a prostitute? 
Have you ever been a prostitute? 
Have you ever had sex with two people at once? 


each additional person: 
involving homosexual acts: 
Have you ever had sex more than twice a day? 


Have you had at least: 
ten lovers? 
twenty lovers? 
thirty lovers? 
Who counts after thirty? 


Have you ever participated in an act of necrophilia? 


Have you ever had sex: 
involving bondage? 
more than twice? 
involving eroto-asphyxiation? 
involving whips? 
involving bloodshed (excluding menstruation)? 
with a relative? 
if parent or sibling 
with your parole officer? 
involving enemas? 
involving urine-drinking? 


10 


add 5 
add 10 


10 more 


100 each 
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involving feces-tasting? 
involving felching? 
involving fisting? 
involving gerbils? 
with nails? 
that needed professional removal? 
Have you ever tongued the nether orifice? 
someone eke’s? 
your own? 
Have you ever fellated yourself? 
Have you ever given yourself cunnilingus? 


Have you ever performed oral sex: 
on someone of the opposite sex? 
on someone of the same sex? 
on a woman during her period? 
on an animal? 
Have you ever received oral sex: 
from someone of the opposite sex? 
from someone of the same sex? 
from an animal? 
Have you ever received anal sex? 
Have you ever performed anal sex? 
If you are a male: 
If you are a female: 
Have you ever had sex: 
within 24 hours of meeting someone? 
within one hour (excluding prostitutes)? 
in front of cameras or an audience? 


Have you ever had sex with an institutionanlized/insane partner? 


Have you ever been involved in a pregnancy: 
that you wanted? 
that you didn’t want? 
Have you ever had a case of: 
crabs? 
scabies? 
venereal warts? 
the clap? 
syphilis? 
herpes? 
any other sexually transmitted disease? 
AIDS? 
Have you ever had sex: 
in the Chapel? 
on the Front Lawn 
at night? 
during the day? 
in the S.U.? 
ina balcony? 
on main floor? 
in the IRCs? 
in the President's office? 
in Commons? 
during a social? 
during a meal? 
in the Library? 
in the weight room? 
in the Psych basement? 
in Vollum Lecture Hall? 


150 
5 


100 


10 
10 
15 


10 
15 
15 


RRS 


10 


10 


10 
10 
15 


during a Hum 110 lecture? 20 





ywooqpuny suapnys 2BazjJo> paas 


in the Sallyport? 5 ee 
in the reactor? 10 
on the swings? 10 ¥ 
on the Cross-Canyon Bridge? 5 ; 
with a faculty or staff member? 10 CD 
with the Doyle Owl in the room? 20 
a © 
Have you ever used: 
alcohol? big deal 
tobacco regularly? 5 
marijuana? 5 
chewing tobacco? 5 
hallucinogens: Pa 3 
LSD? 10 
bromo mescaline? 10 
any other synthetic mescaline? 10 
DPT? 5 
MET? 5 
DMT 5 > 
STP! 15 2) 
peyote? 10 
psilocyben cubensis? 10 a | 
liberty caps? 15 
Amanita muscaria? -5 wa 
rosewood seeds? 5 
moming-glory seeds? 5 
nutmeg? 5 
ibogaine or other exotics? 10 
any others? 5 
MDA? 10 
MDMA, or ecstasy? 10 
MMDA? 10 
N-methyl (Eve) or derivatives? 5 
crystal meth: 
by snorting? 10 
by injecting? 20 
other uppers? 10 
downers: 
barbiturates? 5 
valium, librium, etc.? 5 
antidepressants? 5 
painkillers? 5 
antipsychotics (thorazine, etc.)? 10 
Quaaludes? 5 
other depressants? 5 
% > 
opiated pot? 5 
morphine? 5 
straight opium? 10 
“ c 
by snorting? 20 
by injection? 30 
cocaine: in 42 
by snorting? 5 
by free-basing? 10 
by injection? 20 Pad 
inhalants: 
nitrous oxide? 5 
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inhalants: 

nitrous oxide? 

amy] nitrate? 

ether? 

glue? 

gasoline? 

spraypaint (metallic colors esp.) 
PCP: 

once? 

more than once? 
two drugs at once? 
three drugs at once? 
five drugs at once? 
more than five at once? 


Have you ever stayed awake more than three days? 


without drugs 
Have you ever: 
played “Reed balls”? 
been in a drug rehabilitation program? 
been a drug dealer? 
regularly? 
been an international drug dealer? 
manufactured drugs? 
drugged someone you didn’t know? 
taken an unknown substance? 


Legalities: 
Have you ever been arrested? 
(excluding civil disobedience) 
and spent the night in jail? 
Have you ever served a term 
(excluding civil disobedience): 
of over seven days in prison? 
in a state or federal penitentiary? 
in a mental hospital? 
Have you ever dropped out of college? 
Have you ever flunked out of college? 
Have you ever had a religious conversion? 
Have you ever been a member of a Communist organization? 


Have you ever committed other major crimes? 


Do you have an altar in your room? 


Have you ever participated in: 
a black mass? 
an animal sacrifice? 
cannibalism? 
a human sacrifice? 
Subtotal: 
Add: 10% if you are under 18. 
20% if you are under 15. 
50% if you are under 10. 
Total: 


[If you're desperate for just one point: add one if you know who Daria Eckhardt is. 
Add another five if you've slept with her] 


10 each 


5 each 
add 10 


10 each 
15 each 


Weach 
75 each 
20 each 
10 
10 


10 


10 


100 
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Introduction 

Some of the bureaucrats in Eliot Hall seem to be disturbed by the fact that an overwhelmingly 
large percentage of sophomores choose to move off campus rather than live again in the dorms. 
They don’t have enough room even to house all of the transfers, so I don’t know what their problem 
is. This concern seems to be related to an obsession on the part of these salaried professionals to 
justify their large salaries and the existence of the largely vestigial Student Services office by 
convincing themselves that they need to take care of us students. During frequent “rap sessions,” 
“encounters,” “group hugs” and weekend retreats full 





of playing “the trust 
and yellow-spined books 
drome” and “Teasing 


folks have formulated a 


dents’ errantways. The elimination 


turing of the SU, the construction of more dorms and the hiring of 


Esca 


game” and discussing pink- 


like “The Pied Piper Syn- 
eC Your Inner Child,” these 
final solution for Reed stu- 


of scrounging, the restruc- 
more counselors all would 


lend their office physical and institutional legitimacy while robbing students of their autonomy over 
their own lives and use of student facilities. For all of you fans of social control theory, you know 
that words like therapy, and rehabilitation carry with them their ugly flip side: control and 
monitoring. This is not to say that the Student Servicesoffice has any plans to turn Old Dorm Block 
into a panopticon or that the counseling office is going to try to “normalize” any students displaying 
deviant forms of behavior, but as students who value our independence and the college’s historic 
commitment to treating us as independent adults, our ears should prick up and our tails should 
bristle whenever we hear the denizens of the SS offices voice concern over our dangerous habits. 
Implicit to every formulation of concer is an assumption that we have been granted more 
discretion in our personal lives than we are able to handle. If this office had had its way in the past, 
the handbook you hold in your hand would look a lot different. The “student” handbook would 
have little or no student contributions. This program, intended to control still more tightly the 
atmosphere in the dormitories, has only led to more and more people wanting to move off campus, 
where they will be treated as adults, which, incidentally, they are. It is better to be a little paranoid 
than to let a few professional administrators take over those aspects of the college which have 
historically been in the hands of the students and professors. 

Therefore, in the interest of offering you some local knowledge, untouched by the hands of 
the greedy therapist-bureaucrats in Eliot, and which runs in direct opposition, or at least apathy, 
to their wishes, the editors have printed the following articles about living off campus: houses, 
stores, laws, arts, bars, etc. I, for one, heartily encourage each and every one of you to move off 
campus after your freshman year. It is certainly cheaper and in all probability you will be able to 
live with the people you want to live with, which is certainly not the case in a dormitory. Finding 
a house is not easy, and is getting more difficult as property values increase with the growth of 
Portland, but with a little diligence, the cooperation of a few friends, and the ever-coveted 
“connections,” itcan be done. Read the papers, watch the bulletin boards and most of all listen to 
the small talk about who is moving away and what houses are coming up for grabs. Good Luck! 





Off Campus Living 
By Sara Levin 


Imagine coming home after a long day in the 
library and crashing out with your friends, acting 
insane, or going home to a peaceful quiet apart- 
ment to sit in your own kitchen, play with your 
cat and eat Cap'n Crunch ’til you drop. How 
about having that special someone over after a 
drunken social without a roommate breathing 
down your neck and watching you get down and 
dirty? Yes, you too can participate in life off 
campus, with a little effort and the proper proce- 


© | dure. Wish to be enlightened as to the proper 


S 
< 


procedure? Well, read on, Macduff... 
Important Note — housing is becoming much 
harder to come by than in the past. Many Reed 


©)! houses have been sold out from under the poor 


0 
© 


Reedies living in them and there seem to be fewer 
houses available to rent in the area. Keep this in 
mind when looking for a house — you may have 


to be less picky than you want, or you may end up 
not being able to find a house to rent for you and 
your five friends. Also keep this in mind when 
signing a lease; it’s nice to have things on paper 
so that you don’t find yourself in the street if the 
owner has the urge to sell. 
Okay, you’ve made the 
do it. Now another 
question, which can de- 
termine the happiness, 
harmony, or discord of 
the off-campus living ar- 
rangement: with whom to 
cohabitate. Sometimes liv- 
ing with best friends is awesome, 
sometimes it’s not. You might want to consider 
how well you know the people you choose to live 
with. Think beyond the “Do they dotheirdishes?” 
concept to ideas like “When I’m under immense 
amounts of stress and they have papers due and 


decision. You'll 


a regular basis, making the proce- 
dure of finding a place and mov- 


Reed life is really hitting hard, will we make it 
through or will we killeach other” Living alone, 
though it sounds like less fun, has its own advan- 
tages — there are no bitchy/stressed out/sexu- 
ally-deprived house mates or apartment-dwellers 
who beat you to the shower and intrude into your 
space. 

But, the idea of coming home to a house full of 
friends and being crazy, having parties or just 
mellowing out could also be quite tempting. 
Give this decision some careful thought. There's 
always the happy medium of living with one 
friend orwith people who aren’tyour best friends. 
Okay, now the process shall begin. After choos- 
ingwhom to live with, you must decide what type 
of abode you will inhabit. There are a variety of 
things available near Reed for good prices. (Port- 
land has a ridiculously low cost of living.) There 
are apartment complexes (several around the 
north side of campus; see end of article for list), 
houses (most located up the hill, to the east and 
north of campus, but if you've got a car or a bike, 
don’t be afraid to live farther away), or rooms in 
houses (usually in Eastmoreland, south of cam- 
pus) — and there’salways the Sellwood Bridge to 
camp out under if you're so inclined (which has 
been done). [lower canyon, too. -ed,]. 

Reed houses are those which are continually 
inhabited by Reedies, often known by cute names. 
These all vary in rent, apartments being most 
costly and rooms usually cheaper. Houses can be 
between $80 and $200 a month depending on 
where you live and how many people are crammed 


in. 
Some advantages of each (I've lived in both) are 
that houses are bigger (usually) and cheaper than 
apartments and you can live with more people if 
that’s your scene. There are more available, they 
are close to up the hill, you can have parties more 
easily, and they can be noisier and more hang- 

out-able. 

Apartments are nice for two people if you can 
afford it. (They're trés costly for one person.) 
They are generally cleaner than houses, and the 
landlords are under some scrutiny, to prevent 
slums. They also have good things like laundry 
facilities (which aren't too common in houses) 
and dishwashers and garbage disposals and balco- 
nies which overlook Seven-Eleven. The manag- 
ers also tend to fix things faster than 
in a house, as they live there too. 
The rental process is all very legal 
and organized, because it’sdone on 


ing in fairly straightforward. 

Rooms in houses (especially 
Eastmoreland) are really nice and peaceful. They 
give you a taste of the real world since many are 
in houses with a family or various real world 
adults. They are also (generally) clean, relatively 
cheap, and quiet. 


Oh yeah, if you or your folks have the capital, 
buying a house in Southeast Portland isn’t a bad 
idea either. Houses are not that expensive 
($40,000 can get you a not-bad pad) and it allows 
you to be the landlord, gives you a place to live for 
as long as you like and, for those capitalist- 
minded folk, it’s a good investment — you'll 
always be able torent to Reedies. It does putsome 
extra responsibility on you, with paperwork and 
the added job of being a homeowner, butowning 
could be worth it. With the housing crunch these 
days, it may also be a way of establishing more 
Reed houses to replace those that are being sold. 
Portland is a hot real-estate market right now; it 
may be wise to buy now and profit later. 

The search for higher truth in the form of four 
walls and a bathroom begins... 

So, those decisions have been made. I’ll begin to 
discuss the process of looking for a place. It’s a 
good idea to begin way in advance (especially 
these days), even in March or early April of the 
year or summer before you wish to rent. It will 
give you a good start and if nothing suits your 
fancy you'll have time to look. Things can still be 
found at the endof the summer, and lotsof people 
do it, but for the pick of the crop, it’s good to 
figure things out in advance. Newspapers such as 
The Oregonian, Just Out, orWillamette Week are a 
good place to start. They will give you an idea of 
what’savailable around the metropolis, and what 
prices look like. (Extra Hint: The Sunday Orego- 
nian has a huge housing section and it comes out 
on Saturday afternoons. Act fast; speed can make 
all the difference.) 

Word of mouth is also a good thing, along with 
putting up posters which beg for a place. The 
Residential Life Office has a book with rooms 
and apartments available, which may be wise to 
checkout. There’s also a bulletin board outside of 
Student Services which has listings of some 
available places. The Job Placement Office some- 
times has signs advertising rooms available, some- 
times with babysitting or housecleaning in ex- 
change. Don’trule thatouteither. Driving around 
(if you’re blessed with wheels) is also a way of 
spotting for-sale or for-rent signs. 

Okay, you've found some place or places to look 
at. Now comessome heavy stuff. You'll usually be 
asked to fill out an application (for apartments 
and sometimes houses, depending on whether 
they're Reed houses or not), asking about previ- 
ous living situations and financial status. If you 
don’t have credit, say that your parents will be 
footing the rent. 

At this time, you'll also be meeting your (pos- 
sible) future landlord. Itsounds motherly, but try 
to look presentable and sound like you know 
what you're talking about and looking for and 
that you have no intentions of having a hundred- 
person keg party as soon as you move in. While 
they're checking you out, check them out as well. 
Don’t be fooled by a nice smile and promises to 


getthe dogsmell out of the carpet. Ask questions, 
about everything. Be an inquisitive Reedie. If 
you see something that’s broken, ask if it will be 
fixed. Check the heating. Get things in writing. 
Really. This goes especially for apartments and 
houses new to the Reed scene. It sounds anal (no 
pun intended), but ifthe toilet isstill broken after 
two months and countless promises to fix it, 
you'll wish that you had something in writing 
promising that it would be fixed. 

So, you find out everything you need to know 
about the place, you look around and decide. 
Now comes important stuff, like deposits and 
signing the lease. 

There are a few types of leases. You can sign for 
ayear, month by month, orsometimessix months. 
This is important depending on how flexible you 
want to be. If you want to be mobile, month-by- 
month might be good. If you want the security of 
a year in one place, consider that, although 
remember that summer plans might be limited if 
you're stuck in a lease. 

Look at what you will be expected to pay for. 
Landlords in Oregon must provide heating and 
plumbing facilities, but phone, gas, oil, water and 
electric bills themselves will be up to you. It’snice 
to find a place with oil or gas heating, because 
otherwise electricity bills can become outra- 
geous. Landlords often pay for garbage pick-up 
too, but it could be an added expense. Check out 
whether or not pets are allowed and if so how 
much of a deposit is required and whether it’s 
refundable. Read the fine print! And make sure 
that you know how to terminate the lease when 
you wish to leave. Check out what your respon- 
sibilities are for the upkeep (lawn-mowing, yard 
work) of the place. If you see something that you 
don’t understand, clarify it! Make sure that you 
know what you're getting into before you sign 
your life away. 

{One unpleasant thing that you must do if you're 
taking a house over from other Reedies, a house 
in which a lease is being shifted from one group 
to another, is go through the house closely with 
the landlord and make sure, make sure, that no 
damage done by the former tenants will be charged 
to you. I guarantee you from personal experience 
that you will getscrewed —I ended up in an ugly 
lawsuit, being sued for four figures, because my 
roomies and I were too eager to take a house over 
from some sleazy Reedies who stuck us with 
hundreds of dollars in damages and a far-overdue 
garbage bill. It isn’t worth it. Be careful. -GB] 
Aside from the lease, there will also be several 
deposits required. Some places ask for first and 
last month’s rent, a cleaning deposit, security 
deposits and (if you have one) pet deposits. This 
can make the first month of living cost a couple 
hundred dollars, (but it’s nothing like Boston, 
where a friend of mine had to pay $900 — one 
month’s rent! — to an agent for finding a two- 
bedroom apartment for her). It’s a really good 


idea to write down how much you spend in| ™ 
deposits, as well as deposits for phone and elec- 
tricity set-up, and which ones you get back when! ® 
you terminate the lease. 

Before you do all of this and make the final 
arrangements, it’s beneficial to go through the 
house or apartment and make sure that every- 












































feasible and, like I’ve said a million times, it’s a 
good idea to get things in writing. 

Alright, it’s been done! You've got a place to live| ™ 
and people to live with. There are things to be e 


and often makes life during school much easier 
and more predictable. Decide beforehand whether 


the school year. It may be a good idea to have a. 
each person in the house or apartment cook a 
different night of the week, guaranteeing pre- 
pared meals. Write down who spends what on 
food and bills, and divide it by the number of| © 
occupants at the end of the month. Our house| A” 
has five people, with each person cooking one 
night during the week. We eat well, and total 
food expenditures never go over $100 a month 
per person. 

If you want to control what food is yours, or i 
you're a picky eater or don't like to eat at home, 
non-communal is bettersuited to you. When you 
are buying big things like furniture and the like, 
and they are to be shared by numerous people, it’s 
agood idea totake note of what belongsto whom, 
so that when people move out, things can be 
divided up without a hassle. 


positive aspects of living off campus. It’s a good 
way to create a separate universe for yourself, and 
it guarantees that you will have human contact 
atsome point in your Reed career, even if it’sonly 
around the breakfast table. It’s also just plain fun. 
You can cook your own food, crash with friends, 
have a cat or dog at home and pretend to be an 
adult in the real world, paying rent and all. | 
recommend it with my heart and soul. You will 
most likely be doing it atsome point during your 
life at Reed, and I recommend that you do it, but 
do it right. Start ahead of time and be assertive 
about having the leaky ceilings fixed! 


e Apartments (all located around 28th and 
Steele) 
Garden East, 233-4053. 2BR. 
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Lambert Gardens, 238-1808. Studio, 1 BR, 2BR. 
Royal Gardens, 233-0121. 1BR, 2BR. 

Garden Park, 236-8330. 2BR. 

Wimbledon Square, 233-4461, Studio, 1BR, 
2BR. 
© Utility hook-ups 
Portland General Electric, 2286322 - a $45 
tefundable deposit is required for an all-electric 
apartment and a $78 one for all-electric homes. 


e Law and Your House... 
By William Abernathy, ’88 


As many of you have already noticed by now, 
finding a place to live is becoming a real pain in 
the butt. This is caused by a number of factors, 
most notable among them that: 
1) There never was enough housing to go around, 
and no, despite the appearance that the professor 
of your small, intimate conference class has to 
share ideas with you via 
semaphore from the other 
side of the small, intimate 
conferencestadium environ- 
ment, the college population 
is not getting any larger. This 
common misperception is ex- 
plained away when we observe 
the simple shift in anticipated 
gross FT Eto FPE Head Count Ratios per capita as 
projected over net financial estimates for declin- 
ing pools of demographically expanding eighteen 
ear olds over the next five-year hectomajingus 
(Neo slide please); 
2) Dormitory rooms are being refurbished to 
accommodate more mailboxes, now numbering 
in the seventy digit range; 

) Portland real estate iscurrently beingsubjected 
to a buying blitzkrieg of Californian emigres with 
jobs, cars, and golden retrievers. They force such 
Portland underclass fixtures as white suprema- 

ists and heroin-addicted heavy metal guitarists 
into the ever-tightening Southeast Portland rental 
scene. Most landlords find them infinitely more 
attractive as tenants than you and your poten- 
tially pinko-sympathizing Reed College ilk, so 
shove off. 

at this all means is that: (A) Reed will build 

new dorms, no doubt naming one of them 
“Bragdon House”; (B) you don’t much care right 
this instant because you're being swept by courte- 

ous State Highway Division employees out of a 

ex Squatter’s camp under one of Portland’s many 
Oo ic overpasses, and; (C) you'll settle for any 
2 tental which provides the most rudimentary of 
< 





elters, without a moment’s consideration of 

such technicalities as the landlord’s or lady’s 

Dipotential fondness for dicking around fresh-faced 
.- college kids. 


0 en you rent a house, you enter into a contract 


© 


It! 


Northwest Natural Gas, 226-4210 — deposits 
vary, can be waived with good credit. 

U.S. West, deposits from $60-80, waived if you 
have good credit, $12-25 hook-up fees, call three 
days before you want service to start. 

© Rental Vacancy Listing Services (look in the 
Yellow Pages for phone numbers) can be good to 
know about if you just can’t find a place and need 
some help. They charge a nominal fee for locat- 
ing a place. You shouldn’t need to use them but 


with your landlord or landlady, whether you like 
it or not. The terms and conditions of the con- 
tract may seem utterly simple, such as “I promise 
1 will pay the rent on time and not trash the 
place.” Such a contract is perfectly acceptable if 
you always pay the rent on time and refrain from 
trashing the place, and if your landperson is 
sufficiently benevolent to leave you unmolested. 
A tenantcould live happily ever after undersuch 
a contract. Many have. 
Unfortunately, such contracts offer no pro- 
tection if your landrenting person 
(or you, for that matter) turnsout 
S to be a Royal Dick or Dickess. 
Despite what you'd like to imag- 
ine, even if you have contrived 
to live in a non-approved yurt 
forsmall, unmarked cash pay- 
mens slid into a greasy peep- 
holes in dark alleys late at night, your tenancy is 
still defined as such by The Law. When you enter 
into a rental contract, no matter how casual, the 
relationship between you and your landlord is 
still delineated by numerous state and federal 
laws which can trace their heritage to English 
Common Law precedents established in the days 
when my Noble English Forebears were still 
smarting from a thorough butt-raping by my 
Hardy Viking Forebears. As I am no lawyer, | 
can’t presume to tell you anything specific about 





© The Oregon Student Public Interest Re- . 
search Group (OSPIRG) has a Renter's Hand- 
book, available in the Residential Life Office; it 
can be a good thing to browse through. Their 
state-office number is 231-4181. 

© The Lewis and Clark Legal Aid Clinic (incase 
you didn’t get things in writing and need some 
advice) will give advice on lease problems and 
can recommend inexpensive lawyers if neces- 
sary- Their-number-is 222-6429. 

these laws. I have seen legal textbooks on the 
subject of landlord and tenant relations and can 
personally guarantee you that you don’t want to 
know any more about the subject than you have - 
to. About twelve seconds of reading the stuff 
causes my eyes to glaze over and my veins to ossify 
palpably. 

If you’re really feeling spunky, though, there are 
about a half a dozen pages on the subject of 
landlord and tenant relations in the Oregon 
Revised Statutes, available at your Reed College 
Library. The Statutes reside in handsome indus- 
trial grey ersatz-leather bound volumes, which 


and regulations 
which define in 
you and your pathetic landlord and settle once 
and for all in a public forum who, exactly, is the 


you'll find against the far North wall of whatever 
writing what 

your non-con- 

bigger dork for not signing a simple rental agree- 
ment. 


they’re calling the old Reserve Room now. The 
ORS contain the 

tract entails, | Eyer 
should a hu- 

As the astute reader will already have noted, the 
author is none-too-subtly hinting at a certain 


bulk of the rules 
morless servant of the court ever have to look at 
course of action regarding the renting of a domi- 





cile. To wit, the best way of limiting the number 
of thousand- year-old legal traditions barging into 
what you thought was your own damned living 
room is to limit and clarify the rules which apply 
to you. You do this by signing a piece of paper, a 
written contract, which lists the terms and condi- 
tions under which you will do business with your 
landguy or landgal. This is not a bad thing, 
because it protects both you and your landentity 
from the numerous legal troubles you can rain 
down upon each other's respective brows, should 
politeness fail. The contract, after all, is an agree- 
ment. When you and your landthing sign it, you 
have tangible evidence that you actually agreed 
on something, which might seem highly implau- 
sible when you discover two months down the 
toad that he or she eats rats and mutters odd 
incantations while throwing live babies into a 
flaming bronze goat idol named Baal. 

The bottom line with renting is to get it n writing. 
Even if you sign a rotten contract, you'll at least 
know where you stand. The standard rental 
agreement which I have seen used in every Reed 
house which everdallied with such commonsense 
trivialities as written contracts is the Stevens- 
Ness Form #818, entitled “Rental Agreement 
(Dwelling Unit—Residence Oregon), available, 
no doubt for a fee, from the Stevens-Ness Law 
Publishing Co.,916SW 4th, Portland OR 97214. 


Big 
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Read the fine print of the contract. You can 
probably figure the whole thing out, on account 
of you are a smart college kid with a big brain 'n’ 
stuff. It seems to be a fairly tame item, and if you 
don'tunderstand any of the provisions, you should 
either call up one of your housemate’s parents 
who will inevitably be a lawyer, or, if you're not 
so blessed, call the Lewis & Clark Legal Clinic 
(222-6429) for assistance (They can give you a 
hand with other legal matters as well). 

Once you think you have a handle on the con- 
tract,don’t be shy about asking your landmammal 
tough questions before you sign the thing, and 
feel free to suggest striking passages in the con- 
tract which you may find mutually objection- 
able. The point of the exercise is to find common 
ground upon which you can both live, and to 
prevent nasty conflict and ambiguity if the unex- 
pected occurs. 

As the net income of the average Reedie, the size 
of the student body, and Portland real estate 
values all inch their way upward, increasing 
numbers of students have managed to actually 
buy houses outright. If you do this, have a lawyer 
sanctify the deal by wandering the stations of the 
cross and muttering the appropriate Latin exple- 
tives over the documents which detail the specif- 
ics of your purchase. Nine times out of ten, this 
will be a silly and expensive waste of your time. 
Imagine, however, how much sillier and more 
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expensive it would be to find yourself having] ™ 
spent your down payment only to find sixteen| ® 
matching BMWs with consecutive California] ® 
plates parked in front of the house bearing six- 
teen sets of golden retriever-toting yuppies, each 
one with a wad of official-looking title docu-| @ 
ments clenched in their tiny fists, all trying to} O 




























move into their new house at the same time. | = 
Thisscenario may seem a little far-fetched, but in a 


my years in this region I’ve seen a couple of sets 


of nice, honest, hardworking Reedies try their|@ 


only a stinky pinky to show for it. Remember: 
when one starts chucking about the kind o 
drool-inspiring wampum necessary to consum- 
mate real estate deals, one provides well-heeled c 


quick address changes quite easy. 
To recap: 


crazy. 

Get it in writing. 

If you need a little help, call the legal clinic. 

If you need a lot of help, get a lawyer. 

As I am not a lawyer, no advice related here 
carries any legal weight, and you should not 0 
pretend that it does. Disclaim! Disclaim! 
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by William Abemathy, ’88 


Reed College is a mellow place. Sometimes it 
ismellow to the pointofbeingdownrightobnoxious, 
but for the most part the pervasive easiness about 
things that are a “big deal” in the real world is not a 
bad thing, It is easy to forget sometimes, however, 
that the real world really exists out there, complete 
with such unmellow people as policemen, judges, 
heavily armed Rastafarians, and inbred pump-jock- 
eys who breed killer pit-bulls for fun and 
profit. It is about the first two that I offer 
these, some of my favorite tips on how to 
deal with the Law and the enforcers thereof. 


The good guys 

First, a special note. Unlike many 
other colleges and universities (notably 
the state-run kind), Reed College has 
not, historically, involved itself in the undignified 
practice of enforcing local, state, or federal laws, 
except when it gets paid good money to do so, or 
would be financially harmed in not doing so. (This 
is a personal observation, and not representative of 
the college's party line, so call off your lawyers.) 
Consequently, the college has notemployed cops of 
any kidney. Your dorm mommy is not there to take 
away your beer, and youdon’thave tostuffwettowels 
under your dorm room door if you're smoking you- 
know-what. 

What's more, the campus seaurity is not there 
to bust you either. If a security person catches you 
doing mega-bonghitson the S.U. steps, he orshe will 
probably ask you, politely, to put the thing away (for 
appearance’s sake) or perhaps quietly turn the other 
cheek. Some community safety officers (CSOs) 
are reputed, in fact, to be big time hooners in theiroff 
hours, and consequently are none too keen on 
making the Big Bust. CSOs will, however, do a 
numberofNeatThings forthe polite bearerofaReed 
student 1.D. card, which include, but are not limited 
to: opening just about any door that you have a good 
excuse for going into (e.g. your dorm room when you 
can't find Dorm Papa—yes; the reactor when you 
want to have a glow-in-the dark drug lark—no); 
keeping degenerate Portland weirdo types off cam- 
pus, out of the pool hall, and out of your room; using 
judiciously forceful persuasion to make you go to the 
infirmary if you are not-very-blissfully out of your 
wits; and towing your car when it’s blocking the fire 
lanes. Okay, so that last one’s not so nice, but, hey, 
somebody's gotta do it. The security people are your 
buddies. Take care of them and they will take care of 
you. 

One cautionary note, however: always keep 
your ear to the ground about what new policies 
tumble out of Eliot Hall. No matter how nice the 
security people are, they do have to answer to 


| Someone and that person has to answer to someone 
& | andsoon and soon. Notable in this great hierarchy 


of People to Whom Other People Must Answer are 
our drab, killjoy presidents, both collegiate and 


national, Messrs Powell and Bush. Both of these guys 
have anabidingdislike for“the drug thing,” andseem 
zealous enough in their urge to rid their respective 
chargesofdrugs that they may well kill the patient to 
eliminate the disease. Some administrators and staff 
will quit their jobs before they will be forced to play 
cops and robbers with the students. Some already 
have. Others will do what they are told. I have seen 
this college make some dramatic changes, and the 
winds of change continue to blow. 

Theenforcer guys insist on 

) good manners... 

t S Now about the real 
heavies—the Police. 
There are a few types 
which you will have oc- 
casiontomeet. Nomat- 
terwho youare, there is 
the Portland Police Department (P.P.D.) to deal 
with. Owning a car will put you from time to time 
under the de facto jurisdiction of the Oregon State 
Police. If you are an under-age drinker or are buying 
for the dorm younguns, you will also need to worry 
about the Oregon Liquor Control Commission 
(OLCC). First, about the Portland P.D. 

Although they somehow manage to be in- 
volved in virtually every political scandal in Port- 
land, and although their night-clubbing antics have 
eamed them quite a bit of news coverage of late, for 
a bunch of urban cops, the P.P.D. aren’t a bad bot. 
They don’t work in the Bronx or East L.A., and 
consequently haven'’taultivated theeverybody-who- 
doesn’t-wear-blue-is-the-Enemy routine quite as 
much as other hardcore urban police types have. 
They are often open to other altematives than 
busting your head open like an overripe casaba 
melon when problemsarise. Aswithall cops, though, 
the mellow quotient of Portland cops moves in an 
inverse proportion to the gross tonnage of on-the- 
job bullshit they have to put up with. As Portland’s 
population swells with water-foraging and social-ill- 
carrying Califomians, expect any remaining police 
chumminess to go out the window. 

On the other hand, if you're from Butrpick 
Grove, Nowhere County, Wyoming, don’t expect 












first-name courtesy, and don't expect “gosh officer, 
mahol man’ll give mea right stout whoopin’ ifn he 
finds out about this reckless-drunk-driving-with- 
intent-to-massacte charge; cain'tya jes’ lemme drive 
home an’ nobody be none the wiser, huh?” to work 
at all well. The police are not your buddies. 

The Oregon State Police are generic all-pur- 
pose state troopers. They wear Smokey hatsand they 
have radar guns. If you get pulled over by oneof these 
fellas, or by any other police officer, for that matter, 
make certain you do the following things: 

1. Do not run. Big mistake. They will catch 
you. You will lose your license. You will pay lots of 
time and money for the privilege of getting reamed 
by the System. 

2. Do not appear threatening. This one is 
simple. You don’t want to look like you are about to 
shoot the policeperson. If you are pulled over, do so 
in a courteous, deliberate fashion, bearing in mind 
that car stops and domestic disputes are the leading 
causes of premature death amongst policemen. If it 
is possible, do so as best to convenience the officer in 
question. Head under an overpass to get the ticket- 
ing officer out of the rain, or pull off at any conve- 
niently located offramp to get that expensive police 
ctuiser out of the line of traffic. Do not take this to be 
an opportunity to tie your shoes, rummage around in 
the glove compartment for that stick of gum you 
were booking for, and don’t show your significant 
other how easy it is to get a rise out of a cop with a 
harmless B.B. gun. When it comes to getting shot, 
cops have an astonishingly limited sense of humor, 
and tend to opt for the pre-emptive first strike. 

3. Stay in the car. Golly, this one seems pretty 
basic, doesn’t it? Don’tdo anything they don’t tell you 
to do. Just sit there and keep your hands where they 
can be seen. 

4. Hide the dope and the booze (while keep- 
ing your hands where they can be seen). Right 
Seems like doing that now is going to be something 
ofa problem, isn’t it? Youshould have thought about 
that one before you left, Einstein. Let’s face it, if your 
car is a rolling den of iniquity, then you have just 
given Mr or Ms Cop probable cause—can you say 
that?—tosearchyourcar. Given probable cause, like 





abonginthe shotgun seat, oran ill andskunky breeze 
blowing from the trunk, they can search thecar, and 
if they find anything in the car or if you present a 
threat, like you might be concealing some sort of 
weapon or something on your person, they can 
search you, meaning a good rummage through your 
pockets, a close inspection of your wallet, topped off 
by an unguided tour of your anus. (They usually 
arrest you before pulling thisnumber, but] think you 
get the picture.) 

5. Don’t be.asmartass. I know how tough this 
one can be to avoid. Sometimes, Officer Dumbguy’s 
primary mission seems to be the provision of dopey 
“straight lines” for road-happy wayfarers, but re- 
member: if you embarrass a cop and bring shame 
upon his or her family name in a roadside display of 
your rapier wit, then the cop is likely to want to get 
better acquainted with your smog-device certifica- 
tions, proof of insurance, the workings of your horn, 
the condition of lights which you 
never knew existed, and so on. 


Contempt of court is bad, but 
contempt of cop is much worse. 
Understand that a police officer is 


not paid to lose at anything. If you 
wantto make the cop'slife hard, then 

he or she will courteously and offi- 
ciously return the favor—your choice ... 

6. Donotadmit guilt. This is tougher than you 
might expect. The first thing an officer does after 
pulling you over is to ask you the self-incrimination 
query. They can pull this stunt on you without 
advising you of your right to remain silent, because 
the crime which you are being accused of is neither 
a felony nor a misdemeanor, but an infraction. The 
self-incrimination query usually takes the following 
form: “Do you know how fast you were going” or, 
“Do you know why I pulled you over?” You, the 
bumbling reprobate, expecting the mythical Road- 
side Acquittal, will say, “Why, yes, Officer, 1 was 
doing ninety in a posted school zone between the 
hours of two and four, during which time, I did not 
fail tonotice, the speed limitis twelve miles per hour, 


e 
SS 


Sunday schools notwithstanding. Clearly,] am abad 
person, and am most eager to repent and mend my 
evil ways. I am overjoyed that you have taken this 
opportunity tochastise me. Now, Icanembarkupon 
the road to recovery.” What you are really saying is 
“Please, Officer! No ticket! Oh, please oh please oh 
please! See how humble I am? Sure I was wrong, but 
I'l be good from now on. | totally promise . . .” 

The point of this exercise, other than to afford 
the officer the ego-boost of watching you grovel 
slavishly about in the mud in the vain hope of 
avoiding a ticket, is to make you say, “Yes, officer, 
you're totally right, J was guilty of infraction xat time 
y, just as you observed, and just as you expect me to 
say,” which looks just great on the police affidavit if 
you try to fight the ticket in court. More on self- 
incrimination later. 

Okay, so that’s the best way to avoid having a 
ten-buck traffic ticket tur into a lifetime behind 

bars. There areother occasions to deal with the 
law, and such instances usually occur in 
the “outside world.” Portland cops, by 

and large, mind their own damned busi- 
ness, occasionally entering campus at 
the request of community members or 
seaurity if something rotten has oc- 
curred which requires police atten- 
tion. Every now and then, a cop will 
cruise  throughcampusuninvited, and many 
students will become righteously vexed. The only 
theory I can offer as to this phenomenon is a 
noticeable tendency among the weenie-totingmem- 
bers of the P.P.D. to gawk at the anatomy of young 
ladies. Tell them off ifthey can’tcome upwith a half- 
assed decent excuse for coming onto our turf. 

If cops have a warrant to search your dorm 
room, they candoso. When I wasa freshman (when 
knights were bold and mighty lizards ruled the 
Earth), itwas rumored that in the then-distant past, 
there had been a “gentleman’s agreement” between 
the P.P.D. and the college in which the college 
would get warned before the hammer fell on any 
donms or the rooms therein. Don’t bet on it still 
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existing. If such an agreement does exist, it is, by} ™ 
necessity, beyond reliable confirmation, and you'll] ® 
never know for sure until it’sten minutes till too late.| ® 






























About booze 
On the OLCC, there are only a few things you| ® 
should know. Numero uno, the age is twenty one in| © 
Oregon, and it was before the national drinking age 
was forced down our collective gullets by the Moth- 
ets against Drunk Driving lobby. The State o} 
Oregon has traditionally been second only to Utah|@ 
in its peckerishness about drinking. Numero dos,| ® 
people have been busted in the Safeway parking lot 
for both under-age posession and for furnishing) “ 
liquor to a minor. If you're goingon the big beer-run, = 
do yourselfa big favor and take care of your account- 
ing before you get into the Safeway beer aisle, and if| Qe 
you want to play it safe wait until you leave the} ® 
parking lot before youstartmaking thechillunscarry| 5 
theirown load. Numero tes, ifyou buy akeg andone] = 
of your partygoers wraps the family Corvair around 
a sturdy oak tree, your ass is legally to blame, both] 3 
criminally and civilly, especially if it was a minor at} @ 


the wheel and double especially if you’ve gota lot of 5 
money to provide incentive for a lawsuit. a. 
Getting arrested 2 


A few general notesnow on the phenomenon 
of arrest. First and foremost is that you should avoid| © 
getting arrested in the first place. Unless you have} A” 
something to prove, i.e. a political cause, being 
arrested is a phenomenal pain in the ass, is often 
physically painful, and can adversely affect your 
bodily orifices if you end up having your tender 
upper-middle class butt thrown in the Mulmomah 
County Jail forthe night. Assoon asyouare arrested, 
you are in the custody and control of the police. 

Do nottry your luck at dukingitout with the police. 
Again, this is a pretty basic commonsense rule. 
Police of any sort are the Domino's Pizza boys 
armed violence. If you physically hassle them, they 
are ready, willing, and able, thanks to their Official 
Police Training, to provide 24-hour outcall acu- 
bludgeon massage service to parts of your body 
known by such official-sounding names as “the 
owwie plexus,”“thecollapse-and-writhe node,” “pain 
H.Q..,” “no-anything-but-that,” and, lest we forget, 
the, uh, well... er... you know, that. Since the 
“inhumane” chokehold has been outlawed in Port- 


honored and humane method of bludgeoning the 
hell out of you until you become agreeable or 
unconscious, in no particular order. 

If you think you have a good reason for not 
being arrested, like they’ve got the wrong person, ot 
that car theft you were in themiddleofwhen five cop 
cars drove up with lights blazing was just a harmless 
college prank (this actually happened to me; get me 
drunk sometime and I'll tell you the story), then pull 
out all the stops. Make puppy eyes. Lie, if you have 
a conveniently concocted and plausible-sounding 
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story. Get on your knees and beg, if you think ir'll 
help keep you from getting arrested. Remember, the 
one thing cops hate more than crime is Bud Clark. 
And the one thing they hate more than Bud Clark 
is paperwork. Arresting you means paperwork, and 
paperwork means less time on the streets busting 
hoodlums and T.P.-ing Bud’s house. If you can 
provide any good reason for the police not to arrest 
you, they'll go for it every time. 

Once the cops put you under arrest, however, 
things take a radical tum. Arrest is commonly 
signified by the readingof rights, and the application 
of handauffs. When these things occur, your civil 
rights are in a state of suspension. Nonetheless, you 
retain certain rights, which it will ill behoove you to 
ignore. Any of you who out your teeth on a diet of 
Adam 12 rerunscan probably recite them, to wit the 
right to remain silent and the right to an attomey, 
with one appointed to you for free if you can’t afford 
one. They tell you thisone assoon as you get arrested 
and thenwy to trickyou into confessing. The reading 
of the Miranda rights makes you fair game. 

Don’t expect the police to work you over with 
truncheons and rubber hoses; they’re much too 
subtle for all that. Instead, while you wait for your 
lawyer to show up, a personable cop might arrive; 
maybe the cop'll be bringing some nice hot choc- 
olate and cookies for you. The nice officer will start 
up with the small talk, ask about the weather and so 
on, andeventually work hisorherway onto the topic 
of your arrest. Glenda, Good Cop of the North, 
shining avatar of all things kind, just, and good, will 
ask you a question “off the record” or “just between 
us.” Answer it and yousink your legal defense. There 
is no (zp, nil, ningun, zero, not a chance, forget it, 
noway, no how, nuh uh, NO, NO, NO, NO! N- 
fucking-O) “off the record.” Everything you say can 
be used against you in a court of law. That’s what it 
means. Justshutup, eat the cookies, and wait foryour 





Physician prepares to pith human baby. 


attomey. Once you are under arrest, the only reason 
a cop wants to talk to you is to make it easier to put 
you behind bars. Once arrested, you cannot make 
anything better for yourself by talking without an 
attorney present, and by talking youcan make things 
a whole lot worse on yourself. 


Disobedience 

Alltheabove applies to instances wherein you, 
the arrestee, have no urge to get arrested. There is a 
whole other ballpark when it comes to getting 
arrested. I’m talking, of course, about civil disobedi- 
ence. All] can say about this business is that if you 
really want to get arrested for a cause, there exists a 
whole legalistic art form revolving around such 
action whose details are far too numerous for me to 
devote adequate attention to in this format. To find 
out the full poop on thissubject—and I recommend 
you doso before you staple yourself to Bud Clark's leg 
in symbolic protest of the latest hip Oppressor Gov- 
ernment—take part in a few nonviolent protests as 
a non-arrested type of protester. Oftentimes, such 
protests are organized carefully and the commie 
dupes—excuse me, Enlightened Organizers—ofthe 
event, willmakeclearexactlywhat they are uptoand 
why. After awhile, you'll become an old hand, able 
to bring arrest, disease, and pestilence down around 
you with naught but a righteous hoot of piteous 
disdain. Smash the state! It’s easy, it’ssimple, it’s fun! 
You'll be glad you did! 


The “D” word 

Finally, onethingyou had betterremember,no 
matterhow excruciatingly hip,cool, mellow, andall- 
around casual everybody can be about drugs here: 
they are incredibly illegal. Don’t go to Seven-Eleven 
waving your bong about. Don’t drive like a maniac 
on Woodstock with a gram or ten of your favorite 









white powder sitting out on the dashboard. Don’t be 
stupid. If you get caught with any drugs (by which I 
mean any speed, any M-drug, any hallucinogen, any 
opiate, any narcotic, or any quantity of pot) you will 
goto jail, where you will be constantly reminded that 
Easy Rider and Shaft were, in fact, highly roman- 
ticized depictionsof the American underclass. Once 
you are charged with a crime, even if you are 
innocent, and even if you are fortunate enough not 
to end up in jail, you will become extremely well 
acquainted with the fee structure of your friendly 
neighborhood attorney (the cheap ones work for 
about a hundred bucks an hour) and Mommy and 
Daddy will probably ask you a few embarrassing 
questions when you tell them you need two grand in 
a real hurry. If you can’t afford a private lawyer, the 
always-overworked public defender’s office will be 
more than happy to cop you a lesser plea. Since 
Oregon's jails are full, you probably won’t serve any 
time, but you will have a criminal record, which will 
mess with your ability to find work, go to grad 
schools, own firearms, or find dates with non-tat- 
tooed people for the rest of ‘your life. 

In short, what you can get away with “in here” 
doesn’t always work “out there.” This article is not 
meant to encourage or discourage you from doing 
anything illegal, or legal, for that matter. My only 
hopes in writing this are thatyousimply bear in mind 
the risks which are involved when youstray into the 
downwind side of the law, and that you know how 
to deal with problems when they arise. 

Nowgetout there and have as much funasyou 
dare! 


William Abemathy studied philosophy at Reed and now 
works in Portland as a paralegal. 








A Guide to Reed Houses 

By Adam S. Moore, 92 and Chris Roth, ’90 
The Blood Shed, 22nd & Powell. A lovely house 
to have a party in. Not so shabby that you'll be 
disgusted to be there, but not nice enough that 
anyone will mind if you spill 

your beer. What's more, 
it’s only two blocks away 
from the Plaid Pantry on 
Powell, where a festiv- 
ity-seeking gentleman 
can, after convincing the proprietor to unlock 
the beer rack, obtain a refreshing Bohemian 
Club at almost any time of night. The Blood 
Shed seems to shift between different groups of 
Coolie music types. The best thing about the 
neighborhood is that if you are making too much 
noise, no one is likely to call the police, as it 
might call scrutiny upon their own clandestine 
doings. 

The Bourgeois Homo, 28th & Holgate. 
Barbra Streisand, Interview magazine, wood 
floors, opera on the CD player, Madonna posters. 
An interesting top floorapartmentofa lovely old 
home. Currently occupied by two marvelously 
witty and fabulously intelligent gay men, Kevin 
Coulson and Tom Strong. If you're cute and 
available, stop by. 

The Cosmos, 40th & Steele. Home to 
several recent grads, this is a large but comfy two 
story house with a sprawling vegetation-choked 
back yard. They throw parties, which are usually 
sodden, but friendly and mellow affairs. There 
was some excitement, however, at their 1992 
July 4th party when somewhat recklessold-reedie 
Ed Coolidge accidentally shot a firework into 
Anna LoBianco’s room, setting her bed on fire. 
Sadly, this isn’t the kind of fun you can count on 
‘to happen regularly. 

The Disco Inferno, 28th & Cora. Once the 
most P.C. of Reed houses, the D.1. was home to 
Chris Phelps, '88, until recently editor of the 
monthly pinko rag the Portland Alliance. It has 
also been home to most of those people who got 
beaten up by police the last time Dan Quayle was 
in town. Unfortunately, the last group of Reedies 
to live there fixed up the house so much that the 
landlord kicked them out so he could rent to real 
people with real money. Take heed of the lesson 
in this. 

The Dustbin, 40th & Woodstock. This 
most venerable of Reed houses (it’s even in the 
White Pages) was once called the Dustbin of 
History, reflecting the majors of most of its first 
occupants. But this was long, long ago. The Bin 
was Originally a boarding house and is now the 
largest and oldest of Reed houses. It’s so big that 
housemates often never get to know each other, 
and there are locks on the doors to people’s rooms 
and mailboxes with names on them on the 
ground floor, just like in a hotel — and non- 
Reedie residents usually abound. The traditional 


Infamou 


“Dustbin party” which kicks off each semester is 
one of the more reliable events on the Reed 
calendar, as well as being an occasion for an 
appearance by the Doyle OwL 

The Esoterotica, 32nd & Cora. Its fame 
established in the mid- 
Eighties by BMOC 

Bennet Steinmuller, 
the Eso used to throw 
parties which were fun, 
crowded affairs. In addition, the Eso’s resi- 
dents used to do more drugs than Marty Smith 
could shake a stick at. After the death of resident 
Michael Babick, that crowd moved out to be 
replaced by quiet, respectable science majors 
themselvessoon replaced by Reed hippies. What- 
ever the current residents’ habits, they don’t 
seem to throw any more good parties. Sigh. 

Force Eleven, 34th & Clinton. Often 
home to philosophers, or at least philosophy 
majors, ithas been host to at least one invite only, 
black tie affair. The current inhabitants com- 
plain of an infestation by vicious rats. 

The Frigidaire, 39th & Woodstock. Next 
door to the Dustbin, the Fridge has been a Reed 
house as long as anyone here can remember. The 
lack of central heating accounts for its name: you 
can sometimessee your breath in the living room 
in April. From 1986 to 1988 
it was base of operations to 
the Free Agent, a hip 
monthly tabloid put out by 
some former Quest editors. 


Thatcrowd dominated the , tion. An overenthusiastic reveller 
Fridge until about three threw a block of concrete onto an 


years ago when the so- 

called “poolroom crowd” took it over. I tend to 
set the end of the old era at the moment at a 
Fridge party in spring of 1990 when John Foster 
broke a ukelele which used to belong to Marty 
Smith over John Maguire's head during a fight. 
Alas. Sandeep's collection of black velvet paint- 
ings still hangs in the foyer to the upstairs bath- 
room, but there is now an enormous makeshift 
hot tub in the bric-a-brac choked back yard. It’s 
just not the same. 

The present owners of the Fridge are a 
family of Latvian immigrants with musical in- 
clinations. In a box in the basement can be found 
a crate full of more copies of than anyone could 
ever possibly wantof their band Touch’s samizdat 
single on the Riga label, “I’m in Love with Your 
Love”/“I’ve Got to Be with the Music Tonight.” 
Fun fact: the family’s daughter Brigita wrote a 
nationalist hymn which has been adopted by the 
independence movement in Latvia itself. An 
ancient house by Portland standards, the Fridge’s 
attic is said to be home to the ghost of an old sea 
captain (named Ol’ Nick), butall that poltergeist 
activity may just be residue from Laurence Kop- 
pe’s nervous energy. 


The FROL, 22nd & Bush. The FROL is 


gone, but its legend lives on. The original name| ™ 
—the For Rent Or Lease, after asign which once| ® 
hung above the doorway — was acronymized for] ® 
easier pronunciation. This was the legendary) @. 
dump of the Reed community. Structurally un- 
sound, grimy beyond belief and sequestered in| ® 
“the Reed Ghetto,” an industrial hell evocative! © 
of Eraserhead, the FROL had a starving-student} = 
charm that was so very Reed. Rumors of the 
FROL’s immanent demolition circulated about 



































long-delayed date with the wrecking ball. The 
FROL was previously home to the clique orbiting 
the all-chick Reed band Eggdog, who used to live 
next door in the now-also-demolished Hotel] © 
Bumfuck Egypt. Written over the front door was| 
the proclamation “Cultural Mecca of the Indus-} ® 
trial South East,” and after attending a party] 3 
there, one had to believe it. After all, the house} =» 
was decorated in a lovely and picturesque Post- 
Modern-Hell style, there were always excellent} 3” 
bands, and the FROL’s only neighbors were] @ 
factories: you could be as loud as you wanted, as} 
late as you wanted. One drawback: it was manda- 
tory that at every party, at least one drunk, 
belligerent, scummy SE native-type required 
ejecting. On the bright side, watching Reedies 
handle violent conflict was always inter- 
esting. 
Interestingly enough, the second- 
to-last FROL party nearly caused the 
house to undergo premature demoli- 


above-ground gas main that ran 

along the side of the house, caus- 
ing disturbing amounts of noxious and flam- 
mable gasses to fill the house and the surrounding 
area. In the true FROL spirit, as soon as city 
emergency services had taken care of the gas leak 
and blown all the lingering gas out of the house, 
the partiers, who had retreated about a block 
away, returned to continue with renewed vigor. 
Budding Reed historians can get a glimpse o 
what life in this legertfary Reed house was like by 
watching the Australian film “Dogs in Space,” 
which takes place in a hotse that bears a remark- 
able resemblance, both in decoration and resi- 
dents, to the beloved FROL. - 

The Fruitstand, 28th by the RCA’s. Ex- 
cepting the Yellow House, the Fruitstand is in 
the closest vicinity to Reed of all Reed houses, 
being located across from the Garden Products 
fruitstand, between the RCA’s and that guy’s big 
garden in 28th. Never much ofa party house, the 
place ischaracterized primarily by itscomfy break- 
fast nook and that nook’s power to case lethargy 
and academic irresponsibility in all residents. 
The ‘Stand has recently been bought by Reed, 
and I understand there is some talk of turning it 
into a “theme dorm.” Given the school’s track 


P@agé 


135 


136 








record in these matters, students can look for- 
ward to their new accommodations having all 
the comfort and gracious accommodations of a 
Motel 6 (but without the clean towels). 

The Gyn-acropolis (or Guy-necropolis), 
44th & Martins. Physics prof-inventor-barfly 
Richard Crandall used to call this shack home, 
and the Reedies and ex-Reedies who live here 
still get his mail sometimes. The present name, 
coined by William Abernathy, shifts back and 
forth between the two alternate spellings de- 
pending on which gender dominates the make- 
up of the household. The Gyn-acropolis is cur- 
rently home to, among others, the Editor of a 
previous Handbook and a cat named Clambake. 
This house, along with North by North Luz, is 
owned by the family that runs the Lutz tavern up 
the Hill. Fun fact: on warm days, you can still 
smell Abernathy’s urine, from when he pissed in 
one of the downstairs bedroom closets. 

The House of House, 47th & Carlton. 
Briefly called “Connie’s Cow Pasture of Jah Love,” 
it has now returned to its original name. Thank 
Marty Smith for this first of an epidemic of 
semiotically clever Reed house names. The H of 
H is full of old ghosts: when Chris Roth lived 
there, he found a sad message which wasscrawled 
in crayon on the basement wall, left over from 
when a poor family once sub-letted there: 
“Mommy’s gone to methadone, dinner’s in the 
fridge.” Though that message is gone, you still 
may be able to see marks from when some un- 
known prankster broke into religion major 
Deepak Sarma’s basement room, drew a penta- 
gram on his wall and wrote “Satan is Nifty” over 
it. 

The Icehouse, 36th & Holgate. This house 
might be aptly called House of Testosterone. It 
generally has an all-male contingent, and they 
make a mess like only a bunch of unsupervised, 
under-sexed guys hopped up on St. Ides Malt 
Liquor can. Rachel Weiss did live there for a 
while, but she was given an honorary Y-Chromo- 
some by the rest of the guys. Rumor has it that a 
long ago a resident had a sign of cut-out letters 
proclaiming it the “NICEHOUSE,” but the “N” 
fell off, giving the house its current name. (This 
is only one of many apocryphal explanations for 
the moniker.) Fun fact: The Icehouse is home to 
what is certifiably Reed’s Nastiest Refrigerator. 
A groupof residents unplugged one of the house’s 
two refrigerators at the beginning of the summer, 
butdid notclean itout. Itwasn’t opened until the 
beginning of the next year, at which point many 
small flying things emerged. No joke: I had to 
clean it out. 


The Johnny Ryall, 37th & Holgate. Ina 





< previous incarnation, this house was called the 
@)} Karachi Bunghole and Holiday Inn Lounge. The 
€ | Johnny has been inhabited by such diverse Reed 


social luminaries as the infamous Paula Alsept, 
the snide and miserly Greg Barnhisel, the studly 





and over-sexed Jeremy Weiner, the comely and 
over-sexed Daria Eckhardt, and the rather insane 
Dave DeLaCruz. A Lebanese man who resembles 
nothing so much as a pustulant neon Weeble 
owns the house and has, on numerous occasions, 
cleaned out the basement of all possessions, 
regardless of who they belonged to, and sold 
them at the Bargain Station. A list of the Reedies 
who have vomited out of the windows of this 
house would include many of the leading person- 
alities of the Eighties and early Nineties. The 
house is currently occupied by a revolving crew of 
gardening Mailroom employees known to their 
neighbors as “the dirt farmers.” 

The Lucky House, 20th & Bush. Just 
around the corner from the FROL, this is another 
one of the dilapidated “Reed Ghetto” houses. 
Just as sleazy, but notso interestingly decorated as 
the FROL, residents say that the house would be 
better termed “The Cursed House” as people 
who live there for more than a year tend to 
develop health problems perhaps due to all the 
noxious chemicals used by the nearby factories. 
In fact, an EPA representative actually came to 
the house recently and told resident Marty Smith 
that the vegetables they were growing in their 
front garden would be highly unsafe to eat due to 
soil contamination. The house has lately been 
occupied by one or more of the Lovebutt/Candy- 
Ass Records crowd. 

The Nineteenth Hole, 30th & Gladstone. 
Precariously near the Gladstone and Ship Ahoy 
taverns, the Hole was for years home to one or 
more members of the Reed-grown honky-funk 
ensemble Slack. Currently, it houses a student or 
two and several shining stars of the Reed post- 
grad borderline-alcoholic lovable-loser crowd. 
Though not a terribly prolific party house, the 
Hole’s cotillions are rarely equalled in deca- 
dence, sordid behavior and per-capita alcohol 
consumption. If the rotting timbers of the Hole 
could talk, the reputations of numerous Reedies 
would be irrevocably ruined (or immeasurably 
enhanced, depending on your proclivities). Fun 
fact: the Hole is home to Eric Lutzker, infamous 
Reed dropout and inventor of “The Antler 
Dance.” Even though he has not attended Reed 
since 1986, it is estimated that 37% of current 
students have seen Eric’s naked dangling mem- 
ber (or a reasonable facsimile) at least once. 

The Parsonage, 33rd Place & Woodward. 
Unbelievably enough, this house is owned by the 
nearby Waverly Heights Congregational Church 
and is usually home to the church’s parson. The 
parson is currently on some long-term leave of 
absence, so the church, presumably while under- 
going some temporary brain seizure, decided to 
rent the house to Reedies, including several 
members of the Sone/.30-06 crowd. The house 
looks like a fifties one-level suburban dream 
house complete with basement rec-room. On 
entering, however, one realizes that the beatniks 








and other various satan-spawn have taken over 
and are decorating the house in their own vile 
(but charming!) fashion. Of course, the funny 
part is that underneath their bohemian exterior, 
the residents really are a bunch of nice kids that 
the church should be proud to have as tenants. 
Plus, they throw great parties, at which PBR 40- 
ouncers and good music abound. 

The Ponderosa, 39th & Knight. Named for 
the legendary Jack Ponderosa, this is the Disney- 
ish looking house on a small hill on the way from 
the art building to Safeway. Militantly nonsmok- 
ing and vegetarian, the Pond is nevertheless a 
good party house, but if you make the mistake of 
smoking anything indoors, some uptight hippie 
will promptly recycle you. 

Piis Haiis, 47th & Carlton. This otherwise 
unremarkable building nevertheless holds the 
record for most names ever held by a single Reed 
house, including: the Convent, Thelma Jean 
(named for Weekly World News columnist Ed 
Anger’s wife), Ground Zero, the Porch of Porch, 
the Land of a Thousand Ashtrays, the Helter 
Shelter, the Smérg4smorgue, the Surreal Estate, 
the Jesus Cock Pit, and the Dick of Christ. The 
last two namesteferred toa painting by housemate 
Daniel Thomas, showing a crucified Savior with 
a raging hard-on. This painting, called Jesus 
Cock, once hung in the Paradox Café and elic- 
ited an incoherent, rambling letter of protest to 
the Quest by incoherent, rambling poli-sci major 
Casiano Hacker-Cordé6n. 

The R House, 39th & Liebe. The “R” in 
question was from a Fred Meyer store and, al- 
though it was once kidnapped, Doyle-Owl-like, 
by the Russian house, it loomed over the R 
House’s living room. It’s unclear whether it’s the 
R in Fred or the R in Meyer. Always a musical 
house, Slack’s debut tape Bob’s Tango was re- 
corded in the basement, and the R House used to 
be HQ for the dumpster-rock quartet Vicious 
Wally. Sadly, in 1992 the last of the Reedies 
(including Nils Lennartsen, last of the so-called 
“Yucky Kids” that controlled the house in the 
late ’80's) was recently ejected from the R House 
so the owners could renovate it and raise the rent. 
Gentrification is an ugly thing. The “R” wasseen 
glowing in the SU at Renn Fayre, but some 
unknown culprits made off with it. Fun fact: bills 
were addressed to “Mr. R. House,” allowing the 
residents of the house to strike one last blow 
against the capitalistsystem that evicted them by 
skipping out on their creditors. 

The Ricker, 43rd and Ellis. Originally 
dubbed “Phone Sex With Rick Schroeder,” the 
name was quickly streamlined to the more el- 
egant “Ricker.” Notable for its distinctive So- 
Cal architectural stylings, the house is called 
“San Clemente” by the non-Reed neighbors. 
Theeccentric landlord claims that the pebbles in 
the yard evoke the rock gardens of Versailles. 
One basement room features a ’5Os-style bar 


monogrammed in tacks with a “C” for “Carlson.” 
Odd features like this abound. The new residents 
seem to be more inclined to throwing parties 
than past residents were. 

Team HQ 31st & Taylor. An old and 
elegant house, the first impression one gets of 
Team HQ is that it’s much too nice to be a Reed 
house. And this might be true, were it not owned 
by the mother of resident Mimi Feuerle, who 
lives there with a bunch of fun and rambunctious 
Reedies including this year’s Beer Czarand, To- 
tally Hair Rocker and all-around wild woman 
Alexa Green. Though the cleanliness of the 
house slightly inhibits partygoers, Team HQ’s 
opening bash was quite a good time, and I hope 


Getting around town on two wheels 
by Toby Boyd 


Now that you’ve traveled across the conti- 
nent to attend Reed, and with many long hours 
in the Eric V. Hauser memorial library ahead of 
you, there’s only one thing 
you'll want to do: escape. 
Putting as much distance 
as is possible between your 
work and yourself is quite 
soothing — try it. Now, 
know that as an occasionally starving student, 
your car — if you're lucky enough to have one — 
will be broken down. So how will you get away 
from it all? Tri-Met will piss away the best years 
of your life for you, and you can’t depend on your 
dormies. Your only salvation is a bicycle. This 
little primer should point you in the right direc- 
tion for getting and maintaining a bike in the 
land where it rains nine months a year. 

Firstly, yer gonna need to get the machine 
of your dreams. Unless you’re made of money, 
don’t blow more than, say, 500 clams on a good 
bike. Buy used bikes if you can, but have some- 
body (a mechanic or a knowledgeable friend) 
check ‘em out. Ifyou only plan to tool around the 
neighborhood, try to find asolid beach cruiser (1 
speed w/ coaster brakes) or European utility bike 
(3,4, or 5 speed) at a garage sale, bearing in mind 
that you'll have to put around twenty bucks into 
overhauling it. 

You'll definitely want to buy a Kryptonite 
brand U-lock, and I suggest wearing a helmet. If 
you have any intention of riding in the Fall/ 
Winter/Spring, you'll need fenders — buy the 
real thing, as racks won’t keep your arse (or your 
bike) clean. For the chain, the simplest solution 
is Tri-Flow teflon lube (which youcan buy cheaper 
at Thriftway than most bike shops.) You'll want 
to wipe your chain off with a rag every week orso, 
and spray some more on. If you plan to ride 
frequently in the rain, think about investing ina 
sealed- bearing bottom bracket/hubset/headset/ 
pedals. Or repack the bearings monthly. 


On Bikes 


we can expect more of the same. 

The Violet Crumble, 44th & Martins. The 
Crumble always seems to have three to five cars 
in the lawn at all times, only one or two of which 
run. Rumor has it that a previous member of the 
house was into B&D, and that the sound of he 
and his girlfriend whipping each other often 
resonated through the house. Sadly, the VC 
hasn’t thrown a party since their legendary 1989 
“Disco Party,” still remembered fondly by partici- 
pants as “the best party ever.” 

The Yellow House, 36th & Woodstock. 
No mystery to the name: it’s blindingly yellow 
and has been a Reed house for as long as anyone 
can remember. Perhaps the most conveniently 


Where are you going to buy supplies like 
these, and parts? The shop which has the most in 
common with Reed, at least spiritually, is 
Citybikes, 1914 SE Ankeny. A wonderfully 
dumpy little shop overflowing with really good 
deals, and one of the few places you can buy 
relatively cheap (and very 

high-quality) used bikes. 
Don’t take your business 
to Beckwith Cycles, up 
the hill. Aside from be- 
ing rip-off artists, they're rabid homophobes, 
so fuck ‘em. However, if you're really planning 
on spending beaucoup bucks, you might as well 
go to Ciclo Sport Shop, downtown at 925 SW 
10th (next to the Public Library). Also in the 
spendy-but-swell range, Bike Gallery downtown 
(on 11th behind the Multnomah County Li- 
brary) or 5329 NE Sandy; and Coventry Cycles 
at 2025 SE Hawthorne. 

To save money and deepen your under- 
standing of things mechanical, you should do 
your own repair work. Look into the Reed Bike 
Co-op (it's that shack that’s sliding into the 
canyon), and if you live near Hawthorne, check 
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11-F weekdays, 11-5 weekends 


located Reed house, it is so near the language] ™ 
dorms that it is sometimes whimsically called| ® 
Woodstock V or the Yiddish House. Myth has it 
that a Reedie who got mixed up with some nasty| Q. 
drug dealers was once bound and gagged for days 


in a tiny closet-like room in the basement. 



































Adam Moore was Co-Editor of the 1992 Hand- 
book. He currently helps run the newly founded 
Dreadnought Theatre Company, mainly in order to 
meet chicks.. Chris Roth was one of the editors of the | 


and then. 

Now that you've got your wheels, where to 
go? If you're inclined to ride off-road, Oaks’ 
Bottom wildlife reserve is about twenty minutes} @ 
from campus: just ride weston Woodstock/Bybee} 55 
to 13th, then angle south and west till you a. 
stumble onto it. Also good for getting muddy, x 
Powell Butte is more or less straight east on 
Holgate (around 110th or so). If you prefer 
asphalt, ride downtown, on 26th north from the a 
7-11, weston Division to Ladd to Madison across| A" 
the Hawthorne bridge (look at a map — it'll 
make sense once you do it). If you're daring (and 
in good shape) ride up into Washington park on 
the west side of downtown, and pick up Skyline 
road heading north out of the city. This is a very 
pretty ride, but as you’ll be nearly vertical all the 
way, you May not notice. 


Oh yeah — Live to Ride, Ride to Live. TB 
Toby Boydis probably riding his big black Bridgestone 
right now. Or writing his thesis - maybe. 


(903) 239-0553 


1914 se. ankeny 
portland, or 97214 
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Reed assigns a large amount of reading. More 
reading than you are able to do, probably. What 
better way to break the tension from having to 
tread so much than readinga book? Here aresome 
of the better, or at least better known, bookstores 
in Portland. 

Collect ‘em all! 


Hawthorne: 


Powell’s on Hawthorne, 3747 SE Hawthorne, 
238-1668 

The latest attempt to contain Powell’s ever 
burgeoning stock, the Hawthorne Powell's is 
much smaller than its brother, and consequently 
easier to get to know. It has pretty much all the 
same sections as Powell's, only they’re smaller. 
The only exception is the cook book section, 
whichused to be a bookstore on its own (Powell’s 
Books for Cooks), and it has lots of cook books, 
some of them used. This is good, as cook books 
tend to be rather dear. There is a little café here, 
too, witha betterselection of “alternative” maga- 
| zines than the big Powell's. This is the only place 
I know of (in Portland, at least) where you can 
find Ben is Dead, Eightball, Yummy Fur, and 
Hate in the same place. 


David Morrison Books, 1420 SE Hawthorne, 
233-5868 

David Morrison was once a partner in the 
Powell's empire but had some sort of falling out 
with the current owner, Michael Powell (ask 
Professor Kelly for the whole story). Instead of 
investing in firearms and a flak jacket and turn- 
ing Powell's into the next “Luby’s,” Morrison 
decided to open his own book store. The only 
visible form of re- 
sentment is the 
“Powell’s Free 
Zone” - in 
the window. 
This store specializes in used books, particularly 
nice (read: expensive) used books, though there 
is plenty to be found in your price range, bub. 
They have a carefully groomed collection of 
pricy old records which are fun to look through 
but painful to buy. Plus there’s aspace in the back 
for poetry readings and jazz. This is a good place 
to find books which are out of print. They will 
buy your used books, too. 


Murder By the Book, 3210 SE Hawthorne, 232- 

9995 

Oo They sell mystery books here, new and used. 
Now that our current president isa fan of myster- 

ies, you should be, too. Come here to see what 

<q you're missing. 





Bookstores 


kind of hard to find. Though too small to have 
specialized in anything, check out their collec- 
tion of Beat ephemera. 


Excalibur Books and Comics, 2444 SE 
Hawthorne, 231-7351 

Lots of sci-fi pulps, graphic novels, and 
super hero comics. Some underground comics as 
well, but selection isn't consistent. Comic col- 
lectors should stop in and bug the pathetic geek 
behind the counter to carry more good comics. 
He will actually listen. The only reason they 
have good comics now is because so many people 
asked them. All the people who work here are 
strict super-hero readers, but make a genuine 
effort to understand the “Other” comics. 


Around Town: 


Conant and Conant, 1001 SW 10th, 241-7726 
Better selection than Powell's for “with it” 
academic stuff, and it’s always growing. Lots of 
literary criticism, philosophy, assorted theory, as 
well as fine literature. They have a thorough 
section of computer books, especially good for 
Mac stuff, and well discounted (15-20% off). 
Another good reason to go here is the 10% 
discount they give to Reedies on books in stock. 
There’s an adjoining café which sometimes hosts 
performances and readings and stuff. 


Cameron's Books and Magazines, 336 SW 3rd, 
228-2391 
Like a thrift store full of nothing but books 
or magazines. Things are organized very haphaz- 
ardly, it is hard to distinguish the employees from 
the weird R. Crumb charac- 
ters who hover, drooling, in 
the aisles and your hands 
S*; smell bad when you 
leave. It is, however, 
worth anoccasional visit 
as they have pretty cheap prices and an eccentric 
selection. This is where you will be able to find 
the old pulp novels with scary or funny covers to 
put on the shelves of your dorm or living room 
bookcase to amuse your friends. It is decidedly 
not the place to find used academic books or fine 
literature. 


Catbird Seat Bookstore, 913 SW Broadway, 222- 
5817 

Mediocre selection of feel-good stuff. Books 
with pastel spines. I don’t know why you'd ever 
go in here, but you probably will. The people 
who work here are very nice, and they have a 
pretty good selection of magazines. Besides, it’s 
right above the Metro on Broadway, where you 
and your friends hang out. 


Future Dreams, 1800 East Burnside, 231-8311 








If you like to read comics filled with violent 
stories about oversized men and women in tight- 
fitting outfits which condescend even to the 
pudgy twelve year old boys they are written for 
and like to hang out with pudgy thirty year old 
boys who collect such stories, this is the place for 
you. I would like to think that there would be 
nobody at Reed who is interested in this sort of 
slush, but the numerous bound volumes of X- 
Men and The Hulk down in the MLLL attest to 
the fact that someone here likes it a lot. This is 
where you should go to indulge your superhero 
fixation. 


Laughing Horse, 3652 SE Division, 236-2893 

This is a collectively-run bookstore. They 
carry lotsof interesting books and magazines that 
you might not be able to find elsewhere. Lots of 
anarchist-type shit. The people are pretty nice. 
Since the demise of John Reed Bookstore, this is 
one of the few places in Portland that you can 
find a large selection of left wing books. They 
deserve your support. 


Looking Glass, 318 SW Taylor, 227-4760 

This is a very good bookstore, despite their 
enormous “metaphysical” section, which includes 
everything from Crowley to Buddhism to pretty 
straightforward Christian stuff. They havea very 
good selection of comics (of the underground 
variety) and magazines and the employees are 
amiable and helpful. Even though many of their 
sections are extremely small, they are stocked 
with obvious care for thoroughness. They are 
often more likely to have seminal works than 
Powell’s, in part, I suppose, because people don’t 
think tocome here, and every section at Powell’s 
has been combed by every interested citizen in 
Portland. If they don’thave want what you want 
at Powell’s, come here next, orto be really daring, 
come here first. Their travel literature, art, 
music, history/social sciences and SF sections are 


tastefully chosen and worth a look. 


Gifts of the Spirit, 2035 SE 39th, 238-4324 

Catholic supplies. The people are nice, so 
don’t be adick to them. Lotsof interesting things 
you probably never guessed you could buy. The 
best parts of the store are the trinkets and saints 
trading cards. Some of the highlights include 
saint’s medallions for your pets, a large poster of 
Jesus consoling some teenagers and glow-in-the- 
dark rosaries. You iconographers out there will 
be happy to know thatGOTS also carriesa cheap 
and informative hardback edition of “Lives of the 
Saints.” Wow your art history professors (or your 
priest) by explaining the significance of the nail 
in St. Rita’s forehead! 


Paper Moon Used Books, 
This used to be on Hawthorne, but is now 
located across from the main branch of the 


library downtown. The old bookstore had a large 
but dauntingly eccentric selection of used and 
fairly expensive “vintage” books. They had a 
small section at the front that sold current re- 
leases for low prices. (They had most of the Re/ 
Search books for cheap). They also had a good 
selection of old and odd postcards. All of this 
could have changed by now, but doubt it. The 
new store will probably be the same with perhaps 
a slightly larger selection of new books. 


Powell’s City of Books, 1005 W Burnside, 228- 
4651 

Anything we say here about Powell's is 
irrelevant as it is more than likely that Powell’s 
will be one of the first places you visit downtown 
during O-Week. It will make you jaded about 
other book stores and eventually it will even 
make you jaded about Powell’s. As you become 
more familiar with various academic disciplines, 
marginal literature and theoretical ephemera, 
you will find yourself saying, “Powell’s is pretty 





good, but their [medical atrocities, anarcho-syn- 
dicalism, cute cat calendar, etc.] section sucks.” 
Nevertheless, you will find yourself continually 
drawn to Powell’s pleasant (at leaston weekdays) 
atmosphere, relaxed staff, and amazingly broad 
selection of new and used books. When you 
graduate you will be able to buy dinner by selling 
all of your academic books to the friendly folks 
here, and if you’re really fortunate, you'll end up 
working here. The place for you first-year stu- 
dents to buy Hum 110 books forcheap. Scientific 
and technical books may be found down the 
street in Powell’s Technical Bookstore at NW 
Park and Burnside. 


Portland State University Bookstore, 1880 SW 
6th, 226-2631 

If you really need a book for a class and the 
Reed Bookstore is out maybe you could check 
here. Don’t bet on their having it. Not really 
good for anything but text books. You could go 
here to laugh at the books that are assigned for 
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Rich’s Cigar Store, 801 SW Alder 228-1700 
Rich’s has the best selection of magazines in| ® 
the city. Political journals, Art and print jour- 


234-1776 

The bookstore of the John Birch Society. 
Better than Powell’s small press section for truly 
marginal publications as well as truly marginal c 
loonies. The international communist conspiracy = 


Glasnost and Yeltsin simply another dirty commie 
trick to catch the free world unawares. Ask them 
about the flouridation of water. 
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by Zac Love 
Downtown: 


Django Records, 1111 SW Stark, 227-4381 

This is a great place for used records. New 
and used records and CDs, too. Great prices, and 
occasionally incredible deals. They have jaz, 
pop, rock, indies, punk, country, gospel, r+b, and 
stuff you don’t even know about. The stock 
changes constantly so it’s always worth a stop to 
check things out. Lots of posters 
and stuff too. If you're selling used 
stuff go here first. 


Crocodile Records, 828 SW 
Park, 222-4773 

New and used music. 
Prices are higher and the selec- 
tion is worse than at its Hawthorne 
counterpart. It’s next door to Rock ‘N’ Roll 
Fashions, so if you’re there anyway, stop in here. 


2nd Avenue Records, 418 2nd Ave., 222- 
3783 

Lots of punk, indie and import stuff, new 
and used. Many, many 7-inches. Best reggae/dub 
selection in town. Best hardcore selection in 
town. Lots of t-shirts. Tiny and cramped but 
stuffed with music. Youcan probably find plenty 
to love. Prices are decent, and deals are some- 
times good on used stuff. 


Birdland Jazz, 1008 SW Taylor St., 274-2738 

“Portland’s only exclusively jazz outlet.” 
This is the jazz halfof what used to be Bird’s Suite 
West. If jazz is what you want, go here first. They 
have a wide selection of be-bop, big band, clas- 
sics, and new stuff. New and used records and 
CDs. Great prices. 


Eeek Purveyors of Recorded Sound, 1016 SW 
Taylor, 274-0690 

The other half of the former Bird’s Suite 
West, next door to Birdland. New and used 
records/CDs of every genre at great prices. Espe- 
cially good for hard to find and classic rock, 
classical, soundtracks, and electronic music. 
Combing the extensive, alphabetical “rock ‘n 


roll” section will turn many non-rock treasures. 


Route 66, 722 SW Alder, 228-3170 
Fairly unimpressive selection, new and used. 
© | Not cheap enough to be of much note. If 1 was 
4 downtown and looking for something main- 
< | steam, I'd go here before I’d go to Musicland. 
Apparently they pay well forusedcds. They have 
©)| c-shirts and posters, too. 


© | Local’s Only, 61 SW 2nd, 227-5000 
Asthe name implies, this store is devoted to 


music from the Northwest. All new. You'd be 
surprized at how much music there is from the 
Northwest. If you're looking for something by a 
local band, this is a good place to check first 
because the people are nice and the prices are 
reasonable. It’s also right around the comer from 
the Church of Elvis and the X-Ray Cafe. 


Ozone, 1036 W Burnside, 226-0249 
One of the record stores in town. It’s the 
result of the merging of The Ooze and the Outer 
Limits. Big selection of new CD's, especially that 
kooky noise, indus- 
trial type stuff, smaller 
selection of used stuff. 
Some new and used 


ecord==== 


exactly cheap, but lot’s of 

this stuff is really hard to 

find and the people in- 

volved with the place are mostly cool. 

They often have free in-store shows with local 
bands. 


Turntable Mary’s, 126 SW Stark, 227-3933 
Lots of bad dance music. Quite main- 
stream, limited selection. Interesting used sec- 
tion with reasonable prices. Bad Dj’s hang out 
here. Around the comer from 2nd Avenue. 


Brian Jones Records, 310 NW 10th, Suite 
12001, 226-4345 

Lots of independent dance music. Mr. 
Jones carries the latest releases from most of the 
big name independent dance labels from the US, 
UK, and Europe. The selection changes week- 
to-week, but usually contains a smattering of 
house, acid, trance, “rave”, ambient, and acid 
jazz. Mostly 12" singles, but quite a few LPs and 
CDs. Brian is very good about fulfilling special 
orders in a timely fashion. Tuesday - Saturday, 3- 
8PM. 


Northwest: 


Music Millennium, 801 NW 23rd, 248-0163 

Like on Burnside, pretty much the 
same as the sister store across the river, but 
lacking Classical Millennium sub-store. 


Galleri Capri, 526 NW 21st, 790-9011 
Small selection of expensive records and 
comics. Tibetan jewelry. Terrible. 


S.E Hawthorne: 


Bird’s Suite, 3736 SE Hawthorne, 235-6224 

The most comprehensive of Hawthorne’s 
record shops. This is a great place to get classic 
tock, good jazz, soundtracks, R&B, and opera. 








The new easy listening section is rife with good 
buys. The prices throughout the rest of the store 
also tend to be on the low side. 


Crocodile Records, 3623 SE Hawthorne, 238- 
1957 

Better than it’s downtown counterpart. A 
varied selection including a good classical sec- 
tion. The jazz, rock, and easy listening sections 
are not as dependably good, but sometimes offer 
up incredible records upon close scrutiny. Prices 
are average. 


Hey Joe, 4019 SE Hawthorne, 234-8843 

Located in the house of an aging hippy 
couple. Lots of rock (vinyl), with an emphasis on 
60's psychedelic/garage stuff. Large selection of 
corresponding memorabilia, rock artifacts/relics, 
and printed material. Limited selection of jazz 
and grab bag of used CDs. The prices are a bit 
high. 


Roundhouse Records, 1727 SE Hawthorne, 
238-3913 

Thisshop seems to suffer from a lack of 
identity. A scantyselectionof uninteresting post 
70’s music at good prices. However, careful 
searching can turn up unexpected and 
underpriced gems. 


Rip City, 3315 SE Hawthorne, 233-8005 

The best used recorded store in town. 
Records are all $1 and cds are $7. There are 
thousands and thousands of records in bins. 
Nothing is organized. I spend hours here. You 
will too. 


Crossroads Music, on Hawthorne 

A cooperative store in which several record 
collectors display their wares. Almost entirely 
vinyl, with good selection of classical, classic 
tock, early soul, easy listening, soundtracks, 80’s 
popular, and specialty items (not good for classic 
jazz, at last visit). Prices are slightly high. 


Sonic Recollections, 2701 SE Belmont, 236- 
3050 

The secret jewel in the crown of 
Portland’srecord shops. Run by a fanatical father 
and son who are desperately in love with used 
records. Great selection of: rock, soul, big band, 
electronic/new age, classical, easy listening, 
soundtracks, vocal, international, novelty and 
spoken word. Good selection of jazz, indepen- 
dents, and used CDs. If you are familiar with 
records the owner will look for and hold items by 
request. The only drawback is that the prices are 
by the book, so slightly high. 


Groundhog’s, 2929 SE Powell, 236-0986 
All used stuff. 


% 


Music Millennium, 3158 E Burnside, 231- 
8926 

Bigselection of mainstream and some indie 
cds, new and used, a few records. Prices aren’t 
fantastic, but they're not as bad as Musicland. 
Tickets for shows are often sold here. Classical 
Millennium is next door, if classical is your thing, 
you'll be happy to find this place. The place is 
semi-corporate, but the owners seem to be pretty 
cool. When Garth Brooks dissed used cd stores 
they had a bar-b-q of his stuff. They also have a 


In the Thrall of Thrift, 
by Julien Devereux 


When you arrive here at Reed, one of the first 
things you may notice is that people here like to 
dress funny. Whether it’s that hippy on the 
porchwith the tablecloth dress and sherpa hat, or 
the shambling mound in the comer of the para- 
dox with a Plaid Pantry work shirt and T Rex 
style flares, you'll be certain to 
find the fashions of your fellow 
students a constant source of 
amusement and inspiration. 
After you've overcome your 
initial instincts of fear, revul- 
sion, or derisive laughter, you 
will, more than likely, want to cultivate yourown 
unique look, to announce to your fellow fashion 
plates at Reed your independence from them and 
contempt for their poor taste while you indelibly 
mark yourselfas “Reedie” to any and alloutsiders. 
The best, and least expensive, way to cultivate 
the extreme appearance you so heartily desire is 
to get together a bunch of your friends, one of 
whom has wheels, and make the weekly hajj to 
the many wonderful thrift stores in the Portland 
area. Here, for the first time, is the definitive 
guide to thrift stores for Reedies. 


Close to Reed 


The Mustard Seed of Faith, SE 40th and 
Woodstock (in the basement of the Episcopalian 
Church across from the Deli) 

Even if you don’t have a car, you can use 
your feets to put yourself in contact with some 
fine thrift. The Mustard seed is staffed by little 
old lady volunteers who use paper and pencil to 
add up your purchases and are very nice and 
helpful. They have small but good selections of 
men and women’s clothes, books, and kitchen 
ware plus lots of other knick-knacks, gim-cracks, 
and gee-gaws. Their prices are cheap, but they 
keep strange hours, and they're not open on 
Sundays, as if you couldn't guess. 


Society of St. Vincent de Paul, 2740 SE Powell 
Bv, 234-0594 (walk or ride-bike on 28th north of 





tores 


store in Northwest. 


Tower Records- Video, 1307 NE 102nd Ave., 
253-1314 

A visit to this store constitutes more of a 
field trip due to its distance. However, the trip is 
almostalways rewarding. A great place to pickup 
those mainstream CDs that none of the indie 
shops have (there is no vinyl here). Tower also 
has a good selection of independent CDs and 
current CD singles. Great selection of interna- 


Reed until you get to Powell, St Vinnie’s ison yer 
left. This is about a 20 minute walk, so get a soda 
at 7-11 before you embark.) 

There are actually two stores in the St. 
Vincent complex. One, on the west side of 28th, 
is like aconventional thriftstore. There are three 
levels. The ground floor houses clothes and 
sundry clothing accessories. The upper floor has 

books, and the basement level con- 

a tains furniture and household items, 
including the occasional working TV 
or radio. They tend to have nicer 
stuff than other stores, though it’s 
probably your grandparent’s idea of 
nice. The “as-is” part of St Vincent is 
across 28th and is entered through a tin 
shed which shelters stairs descending under- 
ground, below the parking lot. When they say 
“as-is,” they mean it. This place contains large 
wooden bins filled with dirty clothes, broken 
ceramic doll parts and soiled children’s books. 
Going through this assortment is vaguely de- 
pressing, like sifting through the rubble of a 
recently bombed city, but if something strikes 
your fancy, its yours for cheap; no individual item 
costs much more than a quarter! Bon Appetit! 


Thrift Store, 72nd and Flavel (take Woodstock 
to 72nd and turn right until you get to Flavel, the 
store ison your right. Better ride your bike, it’s 
too far to walk). 

This store is crammed. The place is so 
densely packed with thrift that you have to be 
careful when extracting some item that attracts 
your interest not to knock over a whole pile of 
clothes, ties, fishing reels or lamp shades. Prices 
are very cheap (shirts are 10¢!) and this place has 
got to be seen to be believed. It will make your 
whole body reek of thrift. Ooh, that smell!!! 


82nd Street 


Bargain Station, (Godirectly easton Woodstock 
from campus until you reach 82nd, turn left, this 
is a large, brown, unmarked building with a really 
chewed-up parking lot) 

Probably the most frequent stopping place 
for reedies in search of killer thrift action, in part 


tional music on CDs including a comprehensive| 
selection of reggae. Unparalleled selection of| ® 
classical CDs and a pretty good array of jazz. This| ® 
is the only place to get blank cassette tapes (and/ Q. 


Prices are competitive. 


Zac Love is aresearch geneticist, electronic musician, ic 
and d. j. The kids around here call him “fisticuffs,”| ® 
and if you’re not careful, you'll find out why. 


jackets and short sleeve shirts here. Their non- 
clothing sections are weak, as is their shoe sec- 
tion, though it merits a look, as there are occa- 


offer a 25% discount on all merchandise, and a 
they always offer 1/2 off on items bearing the 
colored tag of the day. These discounts are not 
exclusive, which means that if you buy some- 


bargain!!! 0 


Value Village, 5050 SE 82nd (further up 82nd 
from Bargain Station) 

Compared to Bargain Station, this place 
looks like Nordstrom: carpeted floors, fancy logos, 
and computerized cash registers. But as they say 
in the King Cobra advertisements, “Don’t let the 
smooth taste fool ya!” The clothes here smell just 
as funny as those at Bargain Station, and the 
selection is a little smaller. They do, however, 
have a much better shoe selection and a decent 
selection of coats and jackets. They often have 
discounts and sales, but not as reliably as Bargain 
Station. If you’re already going to Bargain Sta- 
tion you may as well come here. They also sell 
popcorn for you to munch asyou stick your hands 
into piles and racks full of dirty clothing. Now 
that’s value!!! 


Deseret Thrift Store, 10330 SE 82nd, 777-3897 
(from Woodstock turn right on 82nd, its a mile 
north of Clackamas Clown Center on your left, 
look for the bee logo) 

This store is affiliated with the Mormon 
church, so if you feel uncomfortable with the idea 
of giving your money to them, don’t come here. 
For those of you “gentiles” or “Black Mormons” 
who don’t care, this is a good thrift store, espe- 
cially for non-clothing items. They have cloth- 
ing here, but for some reason I have had better 
luck with finding things like shelves, cases and 
miscellaneous equipment than with clothes. They 
advertise themselves as the “Only store to laun- 
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der all its clothing,” which is nice, since wearing 
something straight off the rack from other stores 
is not a good idea, though some reedies seem to 
think it’s de rigeur, and would likely scoff at this 
Mormon obsession with cleanliness. They are 
closed on Sunday, for blood atonement. 


Around Town 


Teen Challenge Thrift Store, 8001 NE Glisan 
(Glisan and 12th) 

I’ve never actually been here, but I’ve seen 
it from the bus (so I know you can take the 70 
here), and the name just can’t be beat. It seems 
to be a charity for challenged teens, who live 
above it, and perhaps work there, too, and wor- 
ship a large, white worm. 


Goodwill Industries, 1925 SE 6th (take 99E 
[McGloughlin] north until it becomes a street 
and then turn right on Stevens) 

Goodwill claims to have “a department 
store atmosphere,” but I don’t agree. They do, 
however, have “departments,” including a main 
floor with clothes and furniture, an upper level 
with books and “collectibles,” a fabrics and sew- 
ing section, and an “antique boutique,” ooh-la- 
la! Their prices are good, but I just haven’t had 
much luck here. I don’t think they do quite 
enough turnover. The book and record section 
is much bigger than most and, although I don’t 
sew, the fabrics section seems to be quite a deal. 
They have a very large selection of patches, 
buttons, and fabrics. The antique boutique has 
nicer clothes and bric-a-brac than the rest of the 
store, but they are also more expensive. - There is 
also a “café” here, which dishes up really greasy 
smelling food. Forsome reason, the ideaofeating 
greasy food amidst piles of old clothing and dusty 
furniture leaves me with a bad taste in my mouth, 
and actually eating there would probably leave 





me with a worse taste in my mouth, but someone 
must eat there. 


Division Thrift Store, 3629 SE Division, 233- 
2255 (SE 36th and Division) 

Not very impressive, but its close to Reed. 
Has a lot of trashy junk, but judging from the 
decor of many Reed houses, this might be just 


what you're after. 
McLoughlin 


Red White and Blue Thrift Store, 19239 
McLoughlin Bv., 655-3444(take McLoughlin 
99E south until you find yourself on a really ugly, 
wide road filled with fast food places and mini- 
malls. This store will be on your right.) 

You have to make quite a trip for this one, 
but it’s worth it. A very good selection of clothes 
and knick-knacks at cheap prices. They also do 
the half-price tag gimmick, like many others. I 
don’t know what it is, this place looks like any 
other thrift store, but everybody | know agrees: 
“This place has top-notch thrift.” One caveat, 
however: they are closed on Sundays. I have 
forgotten this at times and cried on their stoop. 


Value Village, 18625 SE McLoughlin Bv., 653- 
7333 

This one is identical to the VV on 182nd, 
although, as is always the rule with thrift, the 
stock is different, so this one is still worth a quick 
drop-in. 


We drive east! 


Thrift World Stores, Inc., 2330 SE 182nd, 667- 
7950 (Drive East until you start to fear for your 
life. It's on the NE corner of 182nd) 

This is a very nice, big thrift store, a “thrift 


world,” even. In addition to nice green carpet, 





the store has big men’s and women’s sections, a 
nice bunch of kitchenware and mugs, good elec- 
tronics and records; and seems to be devoid of 
that peculiar air freshener and dirty sweat aroma 
that permeates the atmosphere of many thrift 
stores. On memorial day, they had a 50% off sale 
and I found a very nice wool jacket ( by The 
Hobknobber of Seattle, no less) for only three 
dollars. Very good thrift bargain precedent, so 
take advantage! Maybe you'll taste the value, 
too! 


Unknown Thrift Store, way the hell out on 
Powell (like on 133rd on the North side of the 
street). 

I don’t know what it’s called and it isn’t in 
the phone book. It’s housed in a small, low, 
brown wooden building along with two other 
businesses which look scary. One of the employ- 
ees has been seen wearing a Dead Moon T-Shirt 
and another group of employees (owners?), a 
middle aged man and woman, has been seen, by 
me, to be laughing uncontrollably after the man 
silently passed wind behind the counter, clandes- 
tinely covering up the prevailing thrift store 
scent. Thankfully, I was “out of range” and was 
only able to tell what had happened because the 
woman was waving her hand in front of her nose 
and yelling at the man, “You farted, didn’t you, 
you dirty bastard?” America, love it or leave it. 
Well, if you can actually find this store, it is 
definitely a good one, and, besides the spectacle 
behind the counter, there are some real bargains 
to be had. Their clothing section is small but 
eccentric and surprisingly tasteful. They have a 
large furniture section and a very interesting 
collection of buttons, patches, jewelry and such. 
in acase upat the counter. Approach if you dare. 


Julien spends his discretionary income on the follow- 
ing: books, records and thrift. He strongly suggests 
you start doing the same. 





Portland Bars: Where Everybody Knows You're 
Lame 
By Adam S. Moore, 92, Anne-Marie DiStefano, 
92, John Foster, ‘90, and other losers (when 
noted) 


There is nothing which has yet been contrived by man 
by which so much happiness is produced as a good 
tavern or inn. 
-Samuel Johnson (quote stolen from Will Swartz’s 
booze article) 


Johnson was an annoying blowhard, one of the 


sort who think that their personal prefer- 
ences are universal truths, but in this 
case you've got to give ittohim. We, 
your authors, are all of thatsort who 
feel as at home at a bar as we do in 
our living room. We truly do not 
understand people who don’t ap- 
preciate the Sistine chapel-esque 
beauty of the moment when the tap touches the 
side of the glass, the graceful dance of suds and 
lips, the rite of manhood reenacted every day in 
the ceremony of “carding”, the pristine elegance 
of an untouched martini or manhattan, the sweet 
sorrow of the bartender’s plaintive cry: “last call”. 
Therefore, in one of our rare moments of civic- 
mindedness, we have compiled this list of 
Portland's finest swill-shacks. It’s a kind of course 
list for the department of Alcohology. We hope 
you get as much out of it as we have. See you in 
the gutter! 


¢ NEARBY 

Lutz Tavern. 4639 Woodstock Blud. 
Back in Mesozoic Reed, the Lutz was a big Reedie 
hangout, especially on Thursday nights when 
barfly professor (and part owner of the Lutz) 
Richard Crandall would frequently buy rounds 
for the house. This was a pretty hep scene and 
drew a wide range of Reedies; SU coolies, lit-crit 
gimps, theatre fagsand physics wienies alike would 
show up and quaff innumerable pitchers of Blitz. 
A side benefit to this was that with so many 
people there, you couldn’t getcarded to save your 
life. In the last couple of years this tradition has 
died out, although there are occasionally at- 
tempts to revive it, but these are usually limited 
to one clique of people and die out after a few 
weeks. I definitely think its time for a Luz 
renaissance. The Lutz is just ashort stumble from 
Reed and the beer is quite cheap. Grab a bunch 
of friends on a Thursday night (don’t forget profs) 
and head up there. 

Country Bill’s Lounge. 4415 SE Woodstock 
“Mr. C.B.’s Lounge”, as it is charmingly known 
among the cognoscenti, is perhaps the most 
horrible place I’ve ever been to. The drinks are 
pricey and weak, the decor is unsympathetically 
kitschy and the staff definitely lets you know that 
they don’t cotton to your kind. 


Bar 
Scene 





The Pub At The End Of The Universe (Glad- 
Tav). 28th & Gladstone. 
Part of the beauty of this place used to be that 
they wouldn’t card your little brother. This has 
since changed, but there really is a certain grungy 
charm to the Glad Tav. In an earlier time I was 
allowed to hang out there even though the 
bartender knew I wasn’t21 because was the only 
person there who wasn’t an Asian gang member. 
Things have improved since then and the crowd 
is usually evenly divided between suds-sodden 
locals and Reedies transplanted from the Lut. 
(There is some speculation that the original 
death of the Thursday night Lutz 
scene was caused by progressive 
migration to the Glad Tav dur- 
ing 1989) The Glad Tav is a 
multi-leveled affair with pool 
and electro-darts facilities. For 
a place which has Gomer Pyle 
written alloverit, the selection 
of decent beer is quite remarkable. For my 
money, however, the Glad Tav’s greatest virtue 
is their consistent willingness to serve patrons 
who are too drunk to actually walk to the bar 
(though this may change with time). 


¢ ACROSS THE TRACKS - MILWAUKIE 
AV. 

There’s a buncha bars on this street. Some are 
pretty good, although we don’t like any of them 
well enough to make them our regular haunts. 
Kay’s Bar & Grill. 6903 SE Mikwaukie 

Strong mixes, and if you’re like me and have a 
thing for Pernod but hate hitting hotel bars, it’s 
pretty much your only bet in the immediate 
vicinity. Fun fact: they used to (and still might) 
offer a drink called the “Body Chemistry,” a vile 
mix of Southern Comfort and cranberry juice. If 
you buy the drink, you get to keep the glass it’s 
served in, a beaker embossed with the “Body 
Chemistry” logo. Leave the glass around your 
house with a little apple juice in it and, bango!, 
you have an instant faux urine sample that will 
drive unwanted visitors out of the house quickly. 
(Greg Barnhisel) 

Pogo’s. 6707 SE Mikwaukie 

Notso much a cute little neighborhood hole in 
the wall as a vile little neighborhood dive. [Ru- 
mor has it a body was found in their dumpster- 
eds.] Cheap, watery beer and an unprovoked 
encounter with some belligerent regulars would 
have me recommend that youskip this place and 
go across the street and down a few blocks to... 
(Will Swartz) 

The Iron Horse. 6034 SE Mikwaukie 

A restaurant with a tex-mex motif, the Horse has 
decent prices and a full bar. As an added attrac- 
tion, the food is cheap and plentiful, which leads 
me to recommend that you start your evening of 
inebriation here and load up on carbohydrates. 
Fun tip: the enchiladas with black beans make 


interesting patterns when spewed up later! "a 
The Yukon Tavern. 5819 SE Milwaukie ® 


I might never leave. 

Bear Paw Inn. 3237 SE Milwaukie 
A homey little joint in a kind of a red-neck area. @ 
Allthe usual neighborhood bar amenities: pool, | 
electronic darts, Hamms, you get the picture.| ® 
They have the occasional micro-brew but the 
beer selection is really centered around cheap 
American stand-bys. The possibilities for view- 
ing the more maudlin (and thus entertaining) ‘me 
aspects of lower class America are nearly endless. | Qe 
I like it. 


4usd 


¢ HAWTHORNE & BELMONT 

You'll probably have better luck on these strips. 
There’re some pretty good watering holes here, 
and the general selection is wider. 

Barley Mill Pub. 1629 SE Hawthorne Bled. 
Having a distinct and long-standing aversion to a. 
the Grateful Dead, I really tend to avoid this 
place, but if this is not a problem for you then you 
will probably find the atmosphere rather conge- ° 
nial. One of the older members of the| 9 
McMennamin’s Empire, the Mill stocks a rea- 
sonably wide range of local micros along with the 
full range of McMennamin’s private products 
(Terminator Stout probably being the best). 
The food is OK, though nothing to write home 
about; the bartenders do have the rather irritat- 
ing habit of under-filling one’s glass. If you wear 
your favorite tie-dye you will look like an asshole, 
but you'll fit right in. 

Claudia’s. 3006 SE Hawthome 

Lots of good beer, both taps and bottles, but it is 
kind of expensive. The pool tables are plentiful 
and well maintained. The greatest virtue of this 
place is the ultra-comfortable chairs at the bar 
and the well placed TVs for viewing sporting 
events. My fondest memory of Claudia’s is the 
time that I (in the company of several other 
dipsomaniac former Reedies) got sodrunk during 
the Super Bowl that we passed out in our seats. 
When we awoke they were still willing to serve 
us. Can’t argue with that. 

Bagdad Theatre. 3702 SE Hawthorne 

In Portland you can actually go to movies for 
cheaper than you can rent them. They cost a 
buck at the Bagdad, but you do have to be 21 to 
get in and will inevitably spend some money on 
beer. This theater has the biggest fucking light 1 
have ever seen in my life. It isso intense that you 
can just stare at it for 2 hours if the the movie isn’t 
very good. Also they have taken to showing 
hilarious episodes of early serials before movies. 
The merely bar part of the Bagdad is not so great 
unless you enjoy being stared at by people on the 
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#5 bus or are trying to spy on someone in Oasis 
Pizza or Starbuck’s. 

The Space Room. 4800 Hawthome Blud. 

In the ‘89 Student Handbook, the bar reviewers 
refused to list the address of the Space Room for 
fear that it would lose its cheesy Real World 
appeal and become overrun with Reedies. Un- 
fortunately, the Willamette Week had no such 
sctuples, and the place is now seething with 
hipsters and PSU’ers who for some reason utter 
their inanities more loudly than anyone any- 
where. Plus, they took all the clown paintings off 
the walls (actually several of them were stolen 
and now adorn the walls of various Reed houses, 
such as mine), updated the lighting, and raised 
their prices. It has been Totally Ruined. Al- 
though it’s probably still a good place to go for an 
early morning bloody mary. 

The Triple Nickel Pub. 3646 SE Belmont 
One of the Triple Nipple’s big attractions is that 
if you are wearing fish-net stockings (and are of 
the female persuasion), its fairly easy to get 
scummy guys to buy you beer. Well, admittedly, 
many would not consider this is an advantage, 
but the option is still there. 

Belmont’s Inn. 3357 Belmont Ave. 

Booze, beer, bad “classic rock” cover bands, bogus 
cover charges, blue neon lights. To be avoided, 
unless you have an intense curiosity to see what 
normal people consider “entertainment.” 
Horse Brass Pub. 4534 Belmont Ave. 

An English pub that gets high marks for authen- 
ticity from visiting English drunkards. Beer is 
expensive at $8-9 a pitcher, but the sausages and 
ploughman’s lunches are cheap, and the dart 
boards are the best in town. (Will Swartz) 


¢ EASTSIDE 

Not too many here, but we do get to start off with 
our very favorite place in the whole world... 
Dots Cafe. 2521 SE Clinton 

Dot's is pretty much the only bar in Portland that 
is actually intended for people like Reedies. The 
decor is campy, but on purpose (in contrast to, 
say, the Pirate’s Cove). They play music you 
might listen to athome. One of the waitresses has 
blue hair. No hard alcohol; a small but decent 
selection of beer, prices not bad. They also have 
pool, good food like burritos and the world- 
famous Chedi-fries, and a Lite-Brite. They close 
at one, except on Thursday thru Saturday when 
they close at two. Tip the old codgers in the 
comer a quarter, and they'll hobble over to your 
table and regale you with stories from Old Reed. 
Warning: a very bad place to go if you're trying to 
avoid anyone you know. 

Produce Row Cafe. 204 SE Oak 

l used to work at this place so my opinion may be 
a little skewed. Pro Row was the first tavern 
opened by the McMennamin Bros., but it was 
subsequently bought out by the employees and 


nowoneof the most equitably run places in town. 








Twenty-seven taps (mostly micros), plus up- 
wards of 150 different types of bottled beer from 
allover the world. Their food is relatively cheap, 
though people who are grossed out by the pros- 
pect of swilling the grease-laden remains of dead 
animals will probably be disappointed. They 
have a nice outdoor beer garden with a nifty view 
of the industrial wasteland of the East Burnside 
area. Recently they have expanded their format 
to include live music several nights a week, 
usually for a dollar. The great virtue of the place 
is that you will never be patronized by the staff 
(hell, its hard enough to get served at all), so you 
won't have to feel like you're participating in the 
alienation of labor. 

Jolly Inn. 1937 SE 11th 

This bar was recommended to me on the basis 
that it had the same kind of kitsch as the Pirate’s 
Cove, but it just wasn’t the same. The lighting 
manages to be simultaneously dim but harsh (it 
seems to be mainly bare bulbs aimed at eye level), 
and the bartenders and patronsdefinitely weren't 
used to having our sort there. To feel comfort- 
able, I'd recommend going with a group of fouror 
mote. To its credit, The Jolly Inn has just about 
the cheapest beer I’ve ever seen: 320z. “buckets” 
of Henry’s Ale for $2.50 (and Hamm’s for $2.25). 
Laurelthirst Public House. 2958 NE Glisan 
Situated in a pretty nice part of near Northeast, 
the Laurelthirst has much to recommend it. If 
you’re a big fan of Hee-Haw then their frequent 
musical offerings will be right up your alley. 
Outside of this, there is their large selection of 
good beers and wines and the fact that they are 
not a member of the McMennamin’s Evil Em- 
pite. By far the best thing, however, is their 
periodic free pool nights which make almost any 
bar worth a few hours of your time. 


¢ ACROSS THE RIVER 

Downtown. What can we say. The selection 
ranges from swanky to sleazy. And of course, it’s 
a lot harder to find a ride home at 2:30. 
Huber’s. 411 SW 3rd 

Portland’s oldest restaurant become one of its 
swankier bars at night. Jerome Kersey reportedly 
hangs out there, and he’s probably the only 
person large enough to drink more than two 
Spanish Coffees and walk out without help. 
They’re major productions, but totally worth it. 
(Will Swartz) 

B. Moloch’s Heathman Bakery & Pub. 901 SW 
Salmon 

The Widmer brewpub. All Widmer, all the time. 
Good food, too, though both it and the beer are 
pricey. The place is interestingly decorated with 
a replicas of paintings by French political carica- 
turist B. Moloch. Unfortunately, the crowd tends 
toward the beautiful-people set, so I can’t really 
recommend this place. However, if you're down- 
town and you've just gotta have your Widmer... 
The Heathman Hotel Bar. SW Broadway & 





Salmon 
Swanky, but not as expensive as you'd think. 
The giant lounge with the fireplace is aa choice 
place to get soused in. They frequently have 
excellent music here, mostly jazz. Even though 
it’s quite fancy, there are always a fair amount of 
informally dressed patrons. However, I recom- 
mend getting dressed up; it adds to the experi- 
ence. This is a great place to go on a special 
occasion, or as a change from the usual dives you 
patronize. Adam & Anne-Marie’s drink recom- 
mendations: the Manhattan and the Whiskey 
Sour. 
Paddy’s Old Fashioned Bar and Grill. 64 SW 
Yamhill 
Among Reedies, this place is better known as 
Paddy’s Wall-o’-Booze. As one might expect 
from this, Paddy’s has a prominently featured 
gargantuan wall of booze that runs about twenty 
feet long and ten feet high. It holds about 600 
different bottles and comes equipped with a 
library-type running ladder to reach the second 
tier of potables. This bar is a required stop for 
students of Alcohology. The drinks are expen- 
sive, but strong and large. Adam & Anne-Marie’s 
drink recommendation: the Kamikaze. 
Embers. 110 NW Broadway 
Embers was Portland’s premier gay bar. Sadly, the 
young & straight crowd has taken to slumming 
there. In fact, on weekends it’s no more a “gay” 
bar than any other. On weekdays it’s still pretty 
good. It’s divided into a stand-up drag-queen 
lounge (where a friend of mine was, as they say, 
stood up after meeting the love of his life) and a 
dance floor, which usually sports a live deejay. In 
fact, back in the good old days, this writer once 
attempted to parlay turntable talents (along with 
other KRRC associates) when the regular deejay 
had the night off, which resulted in our discovery 
and ejection by a huge gay bouncer named 
“Mother.” (Bram Wessel) 
Trader Vic’s. 309 SW Broadway 
The purpose of this bar is to make you throw up. 
The extensive drink menu, mostly describing 
drinks containing a minimum of two kinds of 
rum, mightkeeponeuproariously ordering drinks 
with amusing and suggestive names pretty much 
forever, ifone were an idiot. The decorsomehow 
to me never seems so much campy as exploit- 
ative; we have anold stolen mug from there with 
a little cartoon scenario of a fun-loving native 
youth pursuing a girl in a grass skirt, grabbing her, 
and giving her a goodspanking. However, drink- 
ing rum out of a carved-out pineapple might 
ultimately be something everyone should do 
before they die. 
Virginia Cafe. 725 SW Park 
Bad food, lousy drinks, irritating post-PSU jock 
assholes and their big-haired girlfriends. Blech. 
Dakota Cafe. 239 SW Broadway 
Like the VC, but worse, with a wide range of 


mediocre music on weekends. A grimly conven- 





tional scene that one could skip forever and be no 
worse for it. (Will Swartz) 

Lotus Cafe and Card Room. 932 SW 3rd 

In 1989, after a nearly thirty year period of 
dormancy, the Lotus erupted on the Portland 
scene as the new ultra-hip place tohangout. Still 
retaining many of the trappings from its more 
traditional days as a hang for the over-50 cirrho- 
sisset, the Lotusoffersa variety ofof beverage and 
musical offerings for the up-and-coming alterna- 
tive- rock hair farmer. Lately they have begun 
employing beefy doormen to control the flow 
(and possibly the attire) of prospective patrons, 
butit’sstill worth the occasional look ifyoudon’t 
mind paying too much for American beer. Re- 
puted to be a good pick-up spot, a recommended 
method is to let it be known that your band just 
got signed to Matador Records. Nuff said. 
Mission Theatre and Pub. 1624 NW Glisan 
Much like the Bagdad Theatre, but further away, 
less atmosphere, and usually worse second-run 
movies. 

Portland Brewing Company. 1339 NW Flanders 
A small brewpub with the best happy hour deal 
in town. Each weekday except Friday, one of 
their beers is available for $1.50. pint and $4.00 
a pitcher (Note bene: these prices are probably out 
of date. -ASM). Portland Scottish Ale and Port- 
land Porter are your best bets, and the Imperial 
Russian Stout drinks like a meal, as many will 
confirm. (Will Swartz) 

BridgePort Brew Pub. 1313 NW Marshall 
Located in an old rope factory, BridgePort brews 
aconsistently excellent range of beers from light 
ales to heavy stouts. Despite the general well 
heeled young professional crowd and the smell of 
the brewery that occasionally convincesone that 
one might drown inside, this is a fine place. 
Tuesday has a good happy hour, and the pizza is 


very good. (Will Swartz) 

The Fish Grotto 1035 SW Stark. 

This place is sortoflike the Pirate’sCove to about 
the zillionth power. The nautical decor is taken 
to unparalleled extremes. The place would be 
unremarkable except for its colorful role in the 
history ofdrinking in Portland. According to the 
law all bars must stop serving at 2:30 AM, but for 
the longest time the Fish Ghetto would extend 
their service until 3:00. For this reason it was a 
fantastically interesting place to go and have one 
or two more after everywhere else was closed; the 
mix of people who would show up there was 
pretty amazing. Now it has sort of been taken 
over by rather seedy elements of the gay commu- 
nity (probably as an alternative to the more up- 
scale Scandals located across the street) and their 
serving practices are no longer so congenial. Is 
leather your thing? Maybe you should check it 


out. 


¢ CAVEAT BOOZER: The OLCC and their 
Minions. 

Before you go out and joyously employ the 
Encyclopaedia Alcoholus that we have provided, 
we wish to caution you: Oregon is really uptight 
about liquor licensing and enforcement of same. 
You'll note that there are relatively few full bars 
here. This is due to the Byzantine overlordship of 
the Oregon Liquor Control Commission, which 
makes it quite difficult to obtain full bar licenses. 
They also insure that all establishments close at 
2:30. Most places in Portland are fairly harsh 
about carding, and our younger brethren need to 
be well documented to visit most of the places we 
have named. Don’t be irritated if a place won't 
serve you: the OLCC is a constant danger and 
levies huge fines on both establishments and the 


servers themselves if they are caught serving 


minors. Unless, or so the regulations say, the} ™ 
minor presented an ID so convincing that a| ® 
“reasonable person” wouldn't have known it was| ® 
false. In that case, all their ire is focussed on the} @. 
hapless would-be-inebriant. Speaking of which, 

the criminal penalties for minors purchasing| 
alcohol are harsh. Even worse, the penalties for} © 
purchasing alcohol for a minor are draconian.| ™ 
(See Abernathy's “The Law and Your Ass” for 
further discussion of this.). Do not bring under- ® 
age people into Safeway with you. Do not give is) 


has (in this case justifiably) harsh DUI laws and 
vigilant enforcement of same. This is not a joke. 
It’s a lot better to split a cab to Reed, or to hang 
out for an hour while sobering occurs, than to get 
a DUI. 


¢ Final Note 

We realize that there are those who do not drink; 
individuals who, out of some mental or physical 
weakness, require the crutch of sobriety. These| 5 
people deserve our support; there is no reason! Q 
why the drunkeness-challenged should not be} 55 
allowed to enjoy the pleasurable atmosphere of a! @ ° 
good bar. Invite them along, get them hopped up 7 
on caffeine or nicotine orsomething. Make them 
drive you home. If you yourself are anon-drinker, 
you may note that there is a large amount of fun| @ 
to be had in watching others make complete} A” 
fools of themselves. In addition, you'll be the 
only one who remembers what happened the 
next day and you'll get to torture the inebriants 
with tales of their misconduct. 


Adam and Anne-Marie are the editors of CHED, 
Portland’s new magazine for boozy slackers. John 
doesn’t do much in particular; he can be generally 
found at Dots discussing the latest Hawaii 5-0 re- 
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Theatre in Portland, by Adam Moore 


So, you want to see theatre in Portland. (God, I 
hate Handbook articles that start that way. It’s 
nearly as bad as the ones that go “So, you ever 
wonder what goes on in 
that wacky Library/SU/ 
Chem Building/Eliot Hall? 
Well, I’m here to tell you...” 
Ah well) Let’s get on with it 
then. Here’s a short rundown 
of performance spaces in Portland. By the way, I 
sometimes rely on the recommendations of my 
friends in judging theatres I haven't been to. 
Think it’s presumptuous of me to judge things 
I’ve never experienced? Get used to it, it’s an 
academic skill you'll need to acquire. 


Let’s start with the ones closest to Reed... 


Stark Raving Theatre, 4321 SE Hawthome. 
Located behind the Common Grounds coffee- 
house, Stark Raving has my recommendation as 
the best place for Reedies to go to see theatre 
(second only to the wonderfully talented 
Dreadnought Theatre Company, which !’ll talk 
about later). Not every show is terrific, but they 
have interesting, fairly adventurous play choices 
and generally do a fine job. What's more, on 
Wednesday and Thursday they have a $1-$15 
sliding scale admission, which means that you 
can pay whatever you wish in that range. This is 
of course greatnews for typically poverty stricken 
students. Oh, by the way: unless you are genu- 
inely and utterly destitute, pay at least three 
bucks. Anything less displays lack of class. 


A little further down Hawthorne, we find... 


Echo Theatre, 1515 SE 37th. 

Home to the Do Jump Dance Theatre Company, 
they mainly have dance or similarly kinetic- 
oriented performance art. If something looks 
good, give it a try. After all, why not? 


Underground Theatre, 532 SE Ankeny. 

This theatre seems to specialize in alternative 
theatre and generally makes interesting play 
choices, although I think their production qual- 
ity isn’t as consistently good as Stark Raving. 
However, they’re certainly worth checking out. 
Ticket prices are generally fairly low, although 
they jacked the price up to $12 for their recent 
production Strippers. because of the prurient ap- 


peal of the show, or so I surmise. 


Other SE Possibilities 
Hmmm, not much, really. Though not really 


om suited to it, the Clinton St. Theatre is occasion- 
€ | ally used for theatre performances. The last pro- 


0 
0 


duction to use that space was the execrable 
“Death of Fred”, and probably didn’t help the 





Theatre 


Clinton St.’s reputation for theatre.. 


If you can bear the thought of a bus ride down- 
town, several theatre options open up... 


PDX Tix, in the Galleria. 
This isn’t actually a theatre, 
butit’ssomething youshould 
know about. The PDX Tix 
booth sells half-price tickets 
to most theatres in town. A 
greatdeal, and it makes theatre a lot more afford- 
able for college student types. The only problem: 
you have to get your ticket at the booth before 
6:00 pm on the day of the show, and they do 
sometimes sell out of their allotment. A problem 
for people who make last-minute decisions about 
what todo in anevening as you have to make up 
your mind to go see a show and get downtown 
earlier in the day. 





Artists Repertory Theatre. 111 SW 10th. 
ART is considerably more mainstream than the 
SE theatres, but it’s not exactly “Neil Simon 
Playhouse” either. Though play choice isn’t as 
adventurous as! might like, production quality is 
usually solid. It’s kind of pricey, so I'd only 
recommend it if they’re performing a play you 
particularly like. 


Portland Repertory Theatre, 25 SW Salmon. 
Totally for the blue-hair crowd. Forget it. 


Portland Center for the Performing Arts, 1111 
SW Broadway. 

This is the home for several companies, includ- 
ing the Tygres Heart Shakespeare company. 
Tygres Heart is basically all-Shakespeare, all- 
the-time, and they're quite good at it. The quality 
of other productions in the Center vary wildly 
from excellent to terminally mediocre depend- 
ingon who's renting the space. Unfortunately, as 
the Center’s rental rates are astronomically high, 
shows here tend to be quite expensive. In addi- 
tion, this means that the crowd tends toward the 
Yuppie-Scum/Let’s-Go-To-The-Theatre-And 
Demonstrate-How-Affluent-We-Are crowd. 
Blecch. Mind you, if more of these people would 
come to the shows I work on, I’d probably have 
better things to say about them. 


Theatre on the Park, 904 SW Main. 

After the New Rose Theatre vacated this space 
in 1992, it became home to Leigh Clark, who 
specializes in performing her own one-woman 
shows. Her appeal is fairly mainstream and her 
prices a bit high for Reedies, but she is very 
talented. 1 would even say that she is the most 
versatile actor in Portland. I recommend seeing 
any show featuring her “Jewell Bevelman” or 
“LuRain Penny” characters. Theatre on the Park 
is now also home for the wonderfully talented 





Dreadnought Theatre Company, who are so 
wonderfully talented that they'll get their own 
space a little later on. 


Nomadic Theatre, 314 NW 6th. 

Formerly the Theatre of New Tricks, they have 
a bare-bones performance space in the Howling 
Frog Cafe. With this company it’s always a toss- 
up as to whether any given production will be a 
brave and radically adventurous success, or a sad 
and radically ill-conceived debacle. For my taste 
they’re a little too much “concept” and not 
enough “follow-through.” Determinedly avant- 
garde, I suspect that they reject out of hand any 
play concept that is too easily understood or that 
smacks of “bourgeois” values. Despite my bitching, 
I like them and are certainly glad they're there. 
They’re quite cheap so you can always look at 
seeing a production of theirs as a worthwhile 
experiment. 


Fire House Theatre, 1436 SW Montgomery. 
Home to some acting studio whose name I don’t 
remember, the Fire House is in (get this!) a 
converted Fire House. How clever. (Oh, by the 
way, my snideness should have no reflection on 
the Fire House Theatre, it’s just a reflex.) At any 
rate, they occasionally do shows here and also a 
yearly one-act festival. Is ic worthwhile to see 
something here? I have no idea. Since I have 
never been there nor do | know anyone who's 
been there, I couldn’ tell you. 


Now here's the part where I'd like to say that this 
is just the beginning and that there’s lots of 
wonderful theatre happening in Portland if you 
just get out theatre and look around. I'd like to, 
but I can’t, primarily because it’s not true. Oh, 
okay: there are the theatre departments at PSU 
and Lewis & Clark and such abominations as 
“Sylvia’s Class Act Dinner Theatre” (I shudder 
to even think about it) or the “Let’s Hear it For 
Mimes! Ensemble” (or something like that), but 
that’s really about it. Compared to San Francisco 
or Chicago or NY, even adjusting for it’s size, 
Portland has about half as many theatre compa- 
nies as it should. There are several reasons for 
this. For starters, Portlanders are simply not in 
the habit of going to the theatre, so they don’t 
tend to think of it when examining entertain- 
ment options, Concurrently, the media doesn’t 
care to spend any time helping to reverse this 
trend. In addition, personal and corporate sup- 
port for the arts in Portland is far below the 
national average. Finally, because of all the pre- 
ceding, people with talent and ideas tend to 
move away. 


But there’s something you can do about this. A 
year ago I and several other Reedies and ex- 
Reedies decided we wanted to foist our personal 
aesthetic on the world. We wanted to perform 





adventurous (but high-quality!) theatre in our 
own inimical style. However, we weren't particu- 
larly interested in moving (because, if nothing 
else, in NY or Chicago the bars are open till four 
and I'd never get any work done). To me it 
seemed foolish that Portland could have such a 
great alternative music scene, a thriving literary 
and academic community, but notan altemative 
theatre scene. Hence the birth of the mighty 
Dreadnought Theatre Company. We've just 
finished our second show (Wally Shawn’s The 
Fever, our first was Bret Fetzer’s The Three Police- 
men) and are currently trying to round up a fall 
production. Both shows have been critical and 
artistic successes, but financial failures. Seeing as 
we're going to have to mortgage our souls to do 
the next show, we hope to reverse this trend 
soon. Still, it’s a buttload of fun (and people who 
know me understand just how much fun thatis! ). 


Reel Portland 
By Greg Quinlan, 90 


Even though the Movie Board, Cool V ideo Board 
and Bad Video Board do a fine job of providing 
weekend entertainment for Reed, and dorms 
often get together 

to watch videos, I, 

for one, cannot 
stand seeing even 
the cheesiest of 
films on a horribly 
small tube. Luck- [ 
ily, Portland has 

more than its fair . 







r 


share of larger screens to provide you with a true 
cinematic experience. Most are owned by Actilll 
Theatres, which has a veritable monopoly on 
first-run houses. Go see first-run films on Mon- 
day: they have matinee prices all night. So here's 


my scoop on Portland cinema. 


Greg’s Best Bets _ 

Cinema 21.616 NW 21st. Absolutely Portland's 
finest movie house, Cinema 21 displays amenag- 
erie of art films, cult classics and animation. Films 
come and go quickly — be sure to get acopy of the 
schedule that appears every couple of months. 
Comfy chairs. Student Discount. Check out the 
only balcony in town. 

Cinemagic. 2021 SE Hawthorne. Munch on the 
best popcorn in town—with real butter— while 
lounging in extremely comfortable rocking seats 
(better seats than Cinema 21) to watch “classic” 
films (not necessarily old, just successful) exclu- 
sively in 70mm. 

Northwest Film and Video Center. 1219 SW 
Park Blocks, in the Oregon Art Institute Complex. 
They play films here that you can’t see anywhere 
else. NWFVC runs important cinematic works 
selected around movements, schools or themes. 


I mention Dreadnought for two reasons. First: to 
shamelessly promote my company. Dreadnought 
needshelp. Itneeds people to pay to see its shows, 
it needs people with the ideas and drive to 
produce theatre, and it also needs people willing 
do scut work for no money ard little glory. Oh, it 
also needs people willing to buy me drinks. Surely 
you fit into one of these categories. If you're 
interested in hearing what we're up to now, you 
can look for our posters, you can call our number 
(650-7001), or you can dig up one of us. It’s not 
too hard really, just look around the SU. Sec- 
ondly, however, ] mention Dreadnought to dem- 
onstrate that it’s actually possible to go out and 
make good things happen, even here in Raintown. 
Look around: if you don’t see anything you like, 
get out there and fucking make something you 
like. (That was my portion of earnestness and 


Films often play only once, so graba copy of their 
bi-monthly schedule. 
The Bagdad. 3702 SE Hawthome. The brothers 
McMenamin, proprietors of many fine pubs, 
took this dilapidated discount house and turned 
it into a movie pub, restoring its early grandeur. 
Dollar admission, but the pizza and beer isexpen- 
sive. Unfortunately they play Hollywood’sdregs 
— selling beer is their intent. If you are under 
21, you're out of luck. 
The Mission. 1624 NW Glisan. Another 
McMovie pub, in the same vein as the 
Bagdad. Admission is now a dollar here as 
well. They let you smoke here. 
The Moreland. 6712 SE Milwaukie, right 
near Bybee. It ain’t good, but its cheap. 
This local movie house runs double features of 
nearly first run movies for about five bucks. 
The Aladdin. 3017 SE Milwaulkie. This theatre 
once displayed the paradoxical marquee “For 
Mature Adults Only,” but no one everseemed to 
fit that description, and no one was ever seen 
entering. The former porno palace has been 
returned to its original glory. This high-class 
establishment now shows movie classics — real 
old films you generally only catch on late night 
TV. They occasionally have music shows here, 








optimism for the year, by the way.) At any rate, 
if theatre in the outside world isa little too pricey, 










































“Cool” people. See the Theatre Dept. Review for 
more on this. 


] guess I don’t have a neat ending for this article, 
but what do you want for nothing? Rubber bis- 
cuit? 


Adam Moore, singer/songwriter and raconteur 
extraordinaire, can be seen on stage at the Portland| Ge 


out the world. 


too. 
KOIN Center Cinema. 222 SW Columbia. This 
miniplex of six cinema displays new art and 
foreign films for the more daring. The environs 
are the snappiest in town. 

Lloyd Center Cinema and Lloyd Mall Cinema. 
1510 NE Multnomah & in Lloyd Center, respec-| © 
tively. Cineplex Odeon was going to rock the] @ 
Portland movie world by challenging Act III) x= 
most important turf — Lloyd Center. Then Act 
Ill bought the facility. Oh, well. Now there’s 
more screens than you can count in and around 
that damned mall. The Center Cinema, outside 
of the mall proper, is a mall in itself, with 10 
screens. The architecture is curious —and award- 
winning — but the seats aren’t bad. The big 
theatre even has THX, giving Lloyd the best 
sound in town. The prices are the steepest around 
and movies can sell out quickly during popular 
times. Parking, however, is free. The Mall Cin- 
emas are in the mall, which isa cross to bear, but 
they happily only show movies that attract people 
who would be inclined to enter a mall in the first 
place. 


SopIUM 
CYANIDE 
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Downtown 

The Broadway Metroplex. SW Broadway & 
Main. The Metroplex occupies the basement of 
the Broadway Building, making the theatres feel 
particularly cavernous. The lobby is peculiar — 
mannequins operating spotlights. Caters to cof- 
fee lovers with an espresso bar, but you'd be stupid 
to drink it. 

The Movie House. 1220 SW Taylor. Like good 
films, but hate to wait? The Movie House, a first- 
run art film house, has a cozy lobby with puzzles 
and comfy seats that make you want to come 
about a half-hour before the film starts. The 
funky auditorium has happily received new chairs 


Portland Cafés 
by Celeste Ramsay, 93 


Upon arriving at Reed you will undoubtedly 
notice the incredible amounts of caffeine that we 
typically ingest. We may blame our caffeine 
addiction on stress, or the amount of work that 
we need to do or on how early we have to get up 
to make it to our first classes. But let's face it, we 
drink coffee because we 
like it, and we like iteven 
more if we can drink it 
somewhere else. This 
phenomenon is not spe- 
cific to Reed, the entire 
Northwest appears to be afflicted with an acute 
caffeine dependency. Itseems that youcan hardly 
walk down a street in Portland without encoun- 
tering, in large friendly neon, the word “espresso” 
in a storefront window. But fear not fellow caf- 
feine-based lifeform — just because the fine art of 
coffee drinking has become a mainstream activ- 
ity, it doesn’t mean that there isn’t a healthy 
caffeine subculture. So forget about Starbucks, 
here’s your guide to the more off-beat coffee- 
houses in Portland. 


Rimsky-Korsakoffee House 

707 SE 12th 

Big dark Edwardian house which is supposedly 
haunted. In my experience this is true in regard 
to several of the tables. Each of the tables is a 
collage of the work of a major composer; my 
personal favorites are Satie and Bach. None of 
the cups match, the waitpeople are often aloof 
and the desserts are GREAT. Most nights there 
is classical music (usually piano or guitar). Nice 
specialties: try the Rasputin’s Vice. Best place in 
Portland to sit in a dark corner with friends, not 
really ideal for meeting people. Don’t trust any- 
one who tells you to check out the bathroom. 


A 24-hour coffee and waffle house. Without a 


Caffeine 


quite recently. 
The Guild. SW 9th & Taylor. This peculiar 
movie house once played art films, but now Act 
II] was wisely let it be a respectable second-run 
house with cheaper tickets. The auditorium has 
character, but in this case character means the 
smallest seats in Portland. The large seats in the 
back are much more comfortable. 


82nd Street 

Eastgate. 2025 SE 82nd. Usually carries new 
releases. Big cavernous auditoriums like these are 
sufficient for movie going, but by no means 
necessary. 


Cineplex Odeon. 9600 SE 82nd. The theatre is 


doubt the best café in Portland. Really cheap 
food, and really good. too. Easy to get to from 
Reed. Great live music every night. Sone is the 
house band and plays every Thursday for free. 
Portland’s most prominent satanist, Rex 
“Diabolos” Church, abases himself for your plea- 
sure. Amazing art installations, changed weekly. 
You can even smoke in there! 


Just kidding. It’s closed and it sucked. 


Cup and Saucer 
3566 SE Hawthome 
For those who like to mix real 

nourishment with caffeination. 

More of a restaurant café than a 
coffeehouse, but still Hawthome’s best alterna- 
tive to the evil chain store across the street. The 
atmosphere is a bit yuppie, but a kinder, gentler 
Hawthorne St breed of yuppie. The baked goods 
are always delicious and the food is good for 
breakfast, lunch or afternoon tea. Not open very 
late, so caffeine trogloditism is out of the ques- 
tion. Nearly a majority of the staff are Reedies, 
thus it’s a very Reedie-friendly establishment. 


Hawthorne St. Coffee Merchant 

3562 SE Hawthome 

Best place in SE to buy coffee beans. Very wide 
selection of coffees and teas from around the 
world. Free taste-testing of selected varieties. 
Also anice selection of caffeine paraphernalia. A 
little expensive, but worth it. 


The Howling Frog 

314 SW 6th 

Outofall the coffeehouses in Portland, I mustsay 
that this is my favorite. It is here that I feel most 
comfortable sitting in a corner, wearing black, 
smoking imported cigarettes and talking about 
art. The gallery shows display the best art of all 
local coffeehouses. The Frog regularly features 
music and theatre. Their used book selection, 
although small, is very comprehensive and caters 
to artsy avant-garde pomo café furniture like 
myself. They also have a good selection of fringe 
comics and zines for persons of that ilk. The food 





shiny and new, but some of the auditoriums are 
small, and I’ve heard gripes about the sound 
system. 

Tackymass Clown Center. In actuality, named 
Clackamas Town Center, the theatre alone is a 
good place to take sardines, but humans should 
avoid this gross and typical mall movie ghetto. It 
makes watching movies in Vollum Lecture Hall 
seems luxurious. A definite must miss. 


Greg Quinlan graduated as a Theatre/Physics double 
major. If you ever getachance to talk to him, ask him 
to put on his half-face boy mask and shamble around 
like he did a few Renn Fayres ago. It looks really 


fucked up. 


and baked goods are pretty standard, the coffee is 
good and you can order an entire pitcher. As for 
the specialties] recommend the Satan’s Crowbar 
(not forthe timid) and my coffee partner preached 
the Truth of the Mocha Shake (I have to agree 
with him there). 


Café Omega 

711 SW Ankeny 

The scene at the “O” changes about as often asa 
poodle on Prozac can drool. Usually dead during 
the day, always good fora surreal experience after 
midnight, and no one can ever be sure when it’s 
going to close. The food and coffee are about as 
reliable as the drug addicts who frequent the 
place. (The spoons have holes, if you don’t know 
what that means, go to Starbucks.) For the last 2 
years it has been the skanky mainstay of down- 
town Portland. Incongruousdecor, psychopathic 
atmosphere. Not recommended for the weak or 
sheltered. 


The Anne Hughes Coffeeroom 

Located inside Powell’s Books 

The best thing about it is that you can sit there, 
have a cup of coffee and read a book you’re not 
going to buy. At times it feels like a meat market 
for Portland’s intellectual community. It’s loca- 


tion makes up for its mediocre coffee. 


Capt. Beans 

SW Park and Alder 

One of the better post-modern decorating jobs 
I’ve seen in Portland (closely rivalling the food 
court at Pioneer Place). You’re probably not 
going to find people discussing Heidegger or 
Bataille here, but that can be good thing. The 
atmosphere iscompletely inoffensive, butalmost 
entirely ineffectual. Food and desserts look good, 
but I didn’t ary them, so don’t hold me to it. [we 
did, they're not. -eds.] There is also a location in 
SE near Hawthome which is a little more laid 
back (fewer people in suits). 


[We thought we should add a few more places you 
might care about: 





Third World Coffee 

SE 37th and Division 

Though the name sounds like a cruel joke, this 
place is really earnestly p.c. The coffee’s pretty 
good (if you can stop thinking about the ex- 
ploited peasants who pick the beans) and they 
have live music periodically. Mellow atmo- 
sphere. 


Everett Street Café (“Blah Blah”) 

NW 10th and Everett 

Oriented to the “alternative” crowd. Bad coffee, 
mediocre food, and the rudest wait staff I’ve ever 
seen (except for Quality Pie but that was differ- 
entand it’s closed now). The one time I ate there, 
my friend said, “everyone in here is lip-synching 
to Nine Inch Nails.” It was true. If that’s your 
thing, this is your place. 


If none of these places quite fits your own per- 
sonal aesthetic of the perfect coffeehouse, you 
always have the option of preparing caffeinated 
beverages in your home. It is possible to make it 
yourself, you know. Granted it’s not as much fun, 
but sometimes we must. Here are some of the 
better places to stock up on coffee and supplies. 


Pappaccino’s 

Up the hill next to Country Bill’s 

Great because of it’s location just up the hill. A 
decent selection of beans and paraphernalia, and 
they serve a really decent cup as well. [Plus, just 
last year they moved to a bigger location righton 


Woodstock with big comfy chairs and tables 
outside. Wow, you can watch people come and 
goat the flowershop (which also peddlesespresso). 
-ed.] 


Kobos Company 

SW Broadway and Alder 

The best place downtown to buy coffee. This is 
where the Paradox gets theirs, so if you want the 
taste of the S.U. in your own home, this is where 
to go. They serve coffee too, but there's no place 
to sit and Broadway just doesn’t provide the 
atmosphere required for serious caffeinating. [I 
like to get coffee here, or even at Starbucks in 
Pioneer Square, and then go sit in the Square and 
watch the alternative baggers play hacky sack. - 
ed] 


Special mentions go to: 

The Pied Cow, It had a fire a while back but has 
now reopened. It is located at 3244 SE Belmont 
in a pastel-colored Victorian house, and is a 
lovely place to get a cuppa and some desert. 
Telecafé, which my housemate says is his favor- 
ite place. They have phones at the tables which 
you can use for free. 

Café Lena, which couldn’t bring myself to go to 
after The Oregonian ran an article on the resur- 
gence of beatniks in which the café was promi- 
nently mentioned. 

Coffee People, which does a good thing for being 
a chain store, the MotorMoka drive through 
espresso bar is the best reason to drive a car in 


Portland. 


Notes for Smokers ® 

One would think that nicotine and caffeine must| ® 

go together. However, here in Portland this is not] Q.. 
the common ideology. The only establishments 
mentioned here that tolerate smoking inside are 
the Howling Frog and Café Omega. Most places 
do provide tables outside to placate those of us 
labouring under the burden of a double addic- 
tion. Unfortunately itdoesrain here, and person- 
ally, I don’t like my coffee diluted. All this leads |(@ 


one to evaluate which vice has priority. 


91,°>2 


Notes for Musicians 

What's a coffeehouse without a musician sitting 
on a barstool with a tip jar on a guitar case? ¢ 
Whatever your musical leanings are you can| Q= 
probably find a venue at one of Portland’s eclec-| ® 
tic coffeehouses. The range of genres is pretty| 5 
large: classical at Rimsky’s, alternative at the| =* 
Squid and the Frog. Café Omega even has a 
piano if you get sick of playing the one inthe S.U.| 3” 
and you can just show up and play at any time.| @ 
Most of the other places only require a quick} g 
inquiry at the counter. So get out there and show] ¢ - 
Portland what you've got. 


4s 


Ce 
Celeste Ramsay spends her time in Coffeehouses, 0 
picking up 17-year-old Death Rock guys. il 





149 


page 


oO 






& 150 


Reviews 


by Greg Barnhisel, 92; Marc Hedhund, 93; Adam S. 
Moore, 92; Ilya Quandt, 93;and Roger Porter, Profes- 
sor of English; Toby Boyd, ‘94; and Ashley Williams 
and Tom Mark. 


Note: The price categorization of the restaurant re- 
views is based on rough estimates. One can boost the 
price of many of these restaurants into the next 
category by choosing expensive dishes, or getting 
wine. In addition, Roger Porter is used to spending 
more money on dinner than are most of us (Marc 
Hedlund being an outstanding exception), and his 
pricingisgeared to the kind ofrestaurantunder review. 
So, in his reviews, “moderate” often means “expen- 


sive. 
INEXPENSIVE — $8 OR LESS 


Bridgeport Brew Pub (NW 13thand Marshall). This 
is the place to be on a hot summer evening after work 
— ifyou’reover 21. They cardharshly atthis place, but 
atcertain hours it’sall-ages. Good, expensive piza and 
fresh beer, and all of the y-people you can stand. A 
place on the deck is prime. (GB) 

Campbell’s Bar-B-Q (SE 87th and Powell). Best 
barbecue in Southeast. Good cuts of meat and superb 
sauce, but] warm you: do not order the hot stuff. You 
willregret it. A Cambodian friend of mine, weaned on 
some of the world’s hottest food, was brought to tears 
by the sauce. Campbell’s has the biggest iced teas in 
town, all year round (unlike the damned Paradox). 
(GB) 

Casa Del Rios (SE 44th [maybe] and Hawthome). 
The food is just okay and the service can be awful. It’s 
pretty cramped, too. (ARL) 

Chang’s Yangtze (921 SW Morrison, 3rd floor Galle- 
ria). This place claims to have Chinese food for the 
purist, whatever that means. Nevertheless, Chang’s 
does have very good food. If you can afford it, splurge 
and get one of the specials (especially if it’s asparagus 
season). The one waiter that we've had every time we 
go here is great — friendly, helpful, funny, entertain- 
ing, and reminds me of someone from Saturday Night 
Live. The major problem with this place isit’s location, 
and thus decor — it’s in the Galleria, which is a mall 
ever so tastefully decorate with neon colors. So, if you 
don’t mind peach and pink instead of red at your 


Chinese restaurants, by allmeans, gotoChang’s.(AW ° 


& TM) 
Cisco and Pancho’s Mexican Restaurant (107 NW 
5th). Don’t be too intimidated by the official-lboking 


served me, they'll serve you. As for the food, pretty 
much average Mexican for this region; in other words, 
justthe basics, Plenty of privacy in theseating, though, 
and the servers are nice enough. (AW & TM) 

Davidson's (41 10SE Woodstock). This place is very 





harmless, which is why it always seems to be filled 
with retirees in the middle of the day. The sign 
outside often says catchy things like “Come in just 
for the halibut.” Hah. I've been here twice, once 
with each parent, and they both liked it. 1 don’t 
know why — they are usually such clear-thinking 
people. The nice people here forgot my tomato in 
my grilled cheese sandwich once, and I never went 
back. [] like the artsy-craftsy things forsale on the wall. 
It’s fun every now and then. -ed.] (AW & TM) 
Escape From New York (onSW Alder between 9th 
and 10th, and on NW 23rd and Irving). I don’t really 
want to hear from New Yorkers — or New Jerseyites 
— that Portland has no good pizza. If youdon't like it, 
there’sreallynothingkeepingyouhere. ThisisPortland’s 
best by-the-slice pizza. The crusts tend to be a little 
soggy and the service a little too hip for their own good, 
butin allofmy wanderings!’venever had a betterslice 
of cheese or pepperoni. The sauce — an all-too-often 
overlooked crucial facet of good pizza — is the best I’ve 
ever had, anywhere. (GB) 
Famous Bobs Pizza (15th & NE Broadway). This 
pizzajointwas bomoftheschism between the founders 
of EFNY. Though the decor is on the comy side 
(reminiscent of Macheesmo M.), the pizza is tasty. 
Based on the same pizza-ideology as ERNY, thin-crust/ 
sheet-of-cheese, Bobs always has a pesto-based pie as 
well. Pricesrunabout50¢ more perslice than you'd pay 
downtown (thus,$1.75-$2.50). Handy location if 
you've gone to (shudder) Lloyd Center. (TB) 
Farrell’s Ice Cream Parlour Restaurant (1613 NE 
Weidler). If you never attended a birthday party at 
Farrell’s when you were a kid, you don’t know what 
you're missing. This place is loud, bright, happy, loud, 
red, white & blue, loud, sugary, silly, loud, and has lots 
of ice cream. Famous for it’s crazy ice cream concoc- 
tions, it’s a wonderful place, even if every 5 minutes 
someone has a birthday, and every person in the place 
knows it. Bring someone here on his/her birthday and 
teally embarrass him/her. (AW & TM) 
The Golden Loaf (14th and Hawthome [or there- 
abouts). Sort of the lunchtime equivalent of Abou 
Karim. $3 falafelsandwiches,excellentfresh tabbouleh, 
and Arabic videotapes for rent. (GB) 
Hi-Hat Restaurant (11530 SW Barbur, Tigard). If 
you happen tobe all the way out in Tigard (why, I don’t 
know), and you suddenly get the urge for restaurant 
Chinese food with the option of American food (there 
teally are hamburgerson the menu here) set in adecor 
straight from the’50s, then thisis the restaurantforyou. 
Although there is MSG in the food here, it has some 
of the best Cantonese food I’ve found (well, besidesmy 
grandparents’ cooking, but, secret’sout, they own part 
of this place), and the decorating is hilariously great. 
Red vinyl seats, servers who are not Chinese in the 
least, and muzak always crack me up. (AW & TM) 
HotLips (Variouslocations, including2ndand Wash- 
ington and 1909 SW 6th). A nearly-exact copy of 


Restaurant 





EFNY which doesn’t really hold up under careful 
scrutiny. If you can’t get to EFNY, though, it’s a 
sufficient substinute. (GB) 

The Iron Horse (6023 SEMilwaukie). Mexican food 
and beer: good, filling, close, cheap. In addition, the 
waitpeople, if not always terribly effecient, are very 
nice. (ASM) 

La Patisserie (208 NW Couch (head up the stairs)). 
A woodsy, cavernous place, this café offers mainly 
sandwiches for food and has an extensive dessert 
menu. The people here tend to be students just 
hanging around drinking coffee, smoking, and read- 
ing. The staff is tend to be the same type of people as 
the clientele, creatinga nice, relaxed atmosphere that 
fits the cave feeling. The food is simple, but very good 
are a few vegetarian choices. (AW and TM) 

Le Bistro Montage (2411 SE Belmont). This place is 
quite a confusion. Linen tablecloths and Hell's An- 
gels, uniformed, unwashed waiters, a lovely interpreta- 
tionofMac& Cheese... well, maybe he bathes—you 
get the idea. I considered the yuppie influx after a 
positive Willie Week review to be most bad, and I would 
hate to have a similar effect, so don’t go. If you do go, 
try the Catfish Linguine: with this aswith many things 
on the menu, chef Daris does a good job of taking a 
Cajun-ish taste and making it cheaply. (MH) 
Loco’s Mexican Restaurant (722 SW Yamhill). It 
was a mistake for us to go here. The location is 
downtown, in a building that] am sure is a converted 
International House ofPancakes. They evenstill have 
the same naugahyde seats that you stick to if you're 
wearing shorts. The sign outside now says Loco’s Tex- 
Mex,evenmore reason nottogo here. The food isOK, 
very standard Mexican restaurant food. At least the 
chips and salsa were good. (AW & TM) 
Macheezmo Mouse (719 SW Salmon, 3553 SE 
Hawthome, Cascades Food Court in Pioneer Place, 
somewhere on NW 23rd) This place combines two 
novel concepts: giving customers what they want, and 
telling them what they are getting. Gee. This chain 
even got an award from Entrepreneur Magazine for it. 
The good thing is that Macheezmo Mouse is good at 
it. The food here is excellent — fast food that is really 
good for you and tastes even better. I love their black 
very friendly and kind, which is somewhat surprising 
from a fast food place. Warning: do not get the 
guacamole. It’s like baby food (and guacamole’s not 
good for you anyway). (AW and TM) 

Maple Leaf (71st and Foster). Diner. Cheap. Not 
great, but passable. (GB) 

Mayas Tacqueria (1000 SW Morrison). A friend of 
mine of Hispanic descent, from the heart of LA. and 
Mexican food critic was never satisfied with the 
Mexican food up here until he stepped into Mayas. 
Supposedly his face lit up just from the smell of the 
place. Mayas is good stuff. A fast food joint with 
practically no seating unless it’s nice outside, the food 
is the entire foous of the place (unless it’s the music 
selection, which is always loud and funky), and they 
focuswell. For very litte money, yougeta lotofyummy 
stuff, go here with an empty stomach, and leave 
happily filled. (AW and TM) 

Metro on Broadway (911 SW Broadway). There are 


five orso concessions inside this large hall, some good, 
some so-so, but the reason for coming here is to see 
Portland’s sociological range. Judges and punks, 
truckdrivers and poets, all sit elbow-to-elbow at com- 
munity tables. The new-wave scene on Friday nights 
is overwhelming. (RP) 

Michael’s (1111 SE Sandy). A Chicago place — 
posters of the Cubbies and Bears, Chi-town news- 
papers, and the best homemade sausage, pepper, or 
spot, for Mike Royko fast-food that excels. (RP) 
Nicholas Restaurant (318SEGrand). Another great 
Lebanese deli, conveniently located next door to 
Andy & Bax. Be sure to order something served with 
a pita (falafel, hummus) as they bake the pitas while 
youwait. Watchas your pitais transformed from ablob 
of dough into a steaming beachball of bread! Four 
dollars would buy a fairly satisfying meal here (if you 
didn’t spend too much next door). (TB) 

Oasis Café (3701 SE Hawthome) and Pizza Oasis 
(22nd and W. Burnside). The best of the alternative 
when done right. Many people I know consider the 
Greek style pizza to be their best (nevermind it also 
costs the most). If you like artichoke hearts, broccoli 
and feta cheese on your pizza, this it the place for you. 
However, if you prefer the standard stuff, and youcan’t 
teally afford to be spendy on your pizza, someplace eke, 
even if ittastes awful, will do justas well. Their tiny café 
on Hawthomne is nice, a good place for a quick lunch. 
(AW and TM) 

Organ Grinder (5015 SE82nd). I forgot why the hell 
we went here, but it was a nightmare. This place hasa 
huge organ on which this guy dressed up ina tux plays 
awtul things like ‘Happy Birthday’ for zillions of chil- 
dren who happen to be here. And if he does play 
‘Happy Birthday’, you had better run, cause thensirens 
go off too. And the kids love it. Unfortunately, they 
don’t have any cool arcade games like Chuck E. 
Cheese, and the pizzasucks. Very icky. Go by iton your 
way to the thrift stores. .. you can see the organ from 
the outside. (AW and TM) 

Original Hotcake & Steak House (1002 SE Powell). 
Idon’tknow what it isoriginal for, but itisa great place 
to go if you're hungry and it’s 3 in the moming. 
Unfortunately, everyone else goes right then too. 
Really, thisplace iscrowded nomatterwhattimeofthe 
day itis (although I have found that noon on Sunday 
is a good time, but who wants pancakes then’). The 
food isn’t too hot — the standard cholesterol boosting 
kind of stuff with grease on the side. But it ischeapand 
it’s always open. More reliable than Safeway, even. 
(AW and TM) 

Pagoda Restaurant (3839 NE Broadway) One of the 
Classier Chinese restaurants,andconveniently located 
off 39th, right by the Banfield (1-84) freeway. Polite 
servers, and pretty boringclientele (olderwhite people). 
Good food, even ifitisstandard Chinese food (butthey 
do go beyond beef and brocooli). (AW & TM) 
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Pho Hung. (47th and Powell). Just beef noodle soup 
here, sir. But itis fme and dat cheap. More soupthan you 
can eat for $4. Fresh beef, fresh basil and bean sprouts 
and cilantro, and if you get it to go you build your own 
soup. Good luck getting a seat at lunchtime, though— 
even Clevies are getting into it. (GB) 
Produce Row (SE 3rd and Pine). Down in the 
warehouse district lies one of Portland's closest stabs at 
a real British pub (and you can drink past 11). Big 
sandwiches, lots of beers. Definitely three steps above 
any McMenamin’sestablishment Ifyou're looking for 
real Guinness, go here, not Kell’s. (GB) 
Sahara Deli (420 SW College). This Lebanese deli is 
aswell place to have lunch ifyou're workingin the PSU 
Library. It’s kind ofa hole in the wall, so you'll have to 
search diligently (it’s four blocks east of campus). The 
food is cheap and very satisfying: try the falafel with 
hummus sandwich, $3.75, which comes served as a 
sortofhuge softtaco. The ful (broad or fava beans with 
garlic andolive oil) is good, asis the labne (salty yogurt 
cheese on French bread). (TB) 
Saigon Express (322 NW Broadway). A powerful 
Vietnamese restaurant, in a divey locale. The owner 
(Kim May) is a poet from Saigon, and herdinnerssing 
with lyric intensity. Be sure to have the ginger-garlic 
escargots, the salted crab in black-bean sauce, and 
almost any dish on an island cooker. Viet salads of 
shrimpand chickenare first-rate, and thesausageswith 
rice paper and a veritable garden of fresh leafy greens 
willsatisfy mostofyourcravings. Quite reasonable, and 
very casual. (RP) 
Saigon Kitchen (40th and Division). For my money, 
the best Vietnamese place in town. The springrollsare 
inctedible and plentiful, and I especially recommend 
the chicken curry with onions and peanuts. Pretty 
much everything is good here, though. Entrées on the 
orderof $7. You're pretty much guaranteed to run into 
Reedies here. (GB) 
ElSombrero (10820NESandy).Great Mexican food 
— best in Portland, according to the only person I 
know who might know — large portions, charming 
waiters, can’t get over it. I had the “Pollo en Mole 
Poblano” (chicken in chocolate sauce) last night and 
left too full of very spicy food, pleased as can be. 
Excellentfor large groups (there isa large variety of food 
on the menu, including a “Para Gringos” section for 
your idiot friends, and they have very large tables). 
(MH) 
Taste of Bali (SW Broadway & Taylor). This place 
just recently opened, and as a result, the owners are 
putting out every effort to make their restaurant a 
success. And they just mightdo it—a relaxed fastfood 
place downtown with outside seating and blessed air 
conditioning, along with a bright and cheerful 
mural, combined with inexpensive and tasty Indo- 
nesian food make it a nice break from life. After 
choosing what you want (numbers3 & 4 are good, 
and the satay looks yummy), tell whoever’s at the 
register, sitdown, and then they bring your meal to 


you (and make sure that you have everything you| 
want, smiling the whole time). Be sure to try the hot} ® 
& sour chili sauce — neither hot nor sour, but a] ® 
wonderful addition to any of the food they serve. Few,) @. 
if any, vegetarian options. (AW and TM) 

Tuck Lung (140NW 4th). A great place for dansum_| @ 
The top floor is the restaurant, and the bottom is a 0 
Chinese grocery, which isallows youto buy those hard 
find ingredients that Safeway just doesn’t carry (plus, | == 
a better variety of tofu and rice than any place up the] @ 
hill could ever offer). (AW & TM) 
Woodstock Wine & Deli (4030 SE Woodstock). o 
Thisis where Reed students, staff and faculty alike eat, 
drink and be merry. A large selection of drinks (coffee| yp 
drinks included, of course), large sandwiches, and] ou» 
convenient location to Reed are its high points. Allof| @& 
the tables are close enough that you can easily listen in 


MODERATE- AROUND $9 to $13 


Abou Karim (221 SW Pine). | like this place the most 
outof the few Middle Eastern restaurants in town. It’s 
not technically “cheap,” butan order of mezza for two| © 
will more than fill you up and only adds up to $14. A] @ 
favorite with vegetarians, but be warned: the stuffed ee 
grape leaves have aute baby lamb flesh in them. (GB) 
Alexis (215 West Burmside). As close asyou can get to 
aGreek tavem thisside of the Aegean. Great for Hum 

110 conference revels, or forsenior nostalgia about the 
far-offdaysofthe Greeks. Don’tmiss the squid. Hottip: 
skip the full dinners and make a meal of assorted 
appetizers, including marinated octopus, taadziki, and 
tarama, complemented by a great peasant bread. The 
best restaurant noise in town, Ouzo and retsina to 
drink. Moderate prices, unless you eat until you burst, 
which you might be tempted to do. (RP) 

Acapulco’s Gold (2610 NW Vaughn). Among what 

are referred to as Mexican restaurants within the state, 
this is probably my pick. I don’t know if 1 would 
necessarily call it Mexican food, but whatever they do, 
they doit well. It’sall the way away, buthopon the 405 
heading north, get off at Vaughn, and it doesn’t take 
long. It features fairly good selection of beers and isa 
nice place to hang out with large groups. If memory 
serves, it’s open fairly late. (MH) 


dish: awhole fish (oftensea bass) inchilisauce. Letyour 
imagination rove freely. Moderate prices. (RP) 

Bread and Ink Café (3610 SE Hawthome). A pleas- 
ant, spirited neighborhood café that reminds one of a 
friendly European restaurant. The only Jewish brunch 
in town (blintzes, herring salad, whitefish, lox, and 
eggs). Great specials every day for lunch and dinner, 
such as cassoulet, and a host of mussel dishes; the best 
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post-modern L.A. decor done with wit mocksunsetof 
Lots of artists, spike-haired models, and West Hills 
harpies, and a good smattering of more-than-satisfac- 
tory dishes. Best chips and salsa around. (RP) 
Dave’s Delicatessen (1110 SW Third). It’s not the 
Camnegie or the Stage, but it will do. The pastrami is 
first rate, the kreplach will remind you of your grand- 
mother, and the kugel is warming. Best bet is the 
sublime cabbage borscht. Kibitz with Abe and Shirley 
Salman, the effervescent owners, and you'll get over 
the PDX blues. Basic deli prices. (RP) 

Denicola’s (35th and Powell). A family-oriented 
Italian place that is really good and a really good place 
toavoid Reedies—I think “Harpo's Topless Plus”next 
doorscares’em off. Ill run you around $10 overall, but 
is well worth it. (GB) 

Fong Chong (301 NW Fourth). This emporium 
returns the good name to Cantonese cooking. Check 
out the casseroles in ceramic pots, the charred salt- 
spice shrimp, and almost any squiddish, anddon’tmiss 
the Chinese broccoli with oyster sauce. At noon the 
best dim-sum carts in town make their way up and 
down the aisles. Reasonable Chinese rates. (RP) 
Fuji (2878 SE Gladstone). Fuji is often lauded by the 
Willie Week and the Oregonian as one of the better 
Japanese restaurants in town. Itis good, but really like 
it because they give you so much food. You do pay for 
it, though, and the sushi, while well worth it, is 
sometimes slow in coming. Other than the size of the 
portions, this is a good place because it is so close and 
it just cannot get crowded. (MH) 

Hung Far Low (112 NW 4th). This is the most god- 
awlul Chinese restaurant I have ever been in. The 
name is funny, yes, ha ha, butdon’t eat there because 
of it. The waitress — the one waitress — is an old Jewish 
woman who would work at a nice deli if one existed. 
The food tastes like soap and the tea tastes like strained 
dishrags. Some sort of drug front? Hopelessly bewil- 
dered? I have no idea. (MH) 

India House (1038SW Morrison). Ifyou're interested 
in trying some Indian food, I recommend this joint, 
which is conveniently downtown, and nicely done. 
Reservations recommended. The staff was in get-ups 
theyclearly hadn’t wom before working there, butone 
of them explained she didn’t mind, as the smell, 
though appetizing, was rather “haunting.” Due to a 
serving mistake my friend and I received two orders 
apiece (um, we couldn't tell it wasn’t what we'd 
ordered, haha — but then, the waiter didn’t know 
either) and all four were very good. This might be a 
good place to try and break the Jarra’s habit, ifever that 
seemed necessary. Very good selection of vegetarian 
dishes, from those who know. (MH) 

Jarra’s (1435 SE Hawthome). If you've never had 
Ethiopian food, here’s a treat: it’s total regression, for 
there’s no silverware. You'll lick fiery sauces (called 
wat) off your fingers, scooping up various meats, 
chicken, or lentils with the spongy native bread 
known as enjera. Lots of dynamite seasonings, espe- 
cially coriander, cumin, and ginger to back up the 
sinus-clearing cayenne. Extremely casual. Get into 
conversation with Petros Jarra, and leam all about the 
Queen of Sheeba. (RP) 

Kashmir (1022SW Stark). You go through anIndian 


grocery store, with temptations on all the shelves, and 
enter a dark, mysterious, inviting restaurant, aglow 
with brass. Perfumed spices tell yousomething’s in the 
air — great curried lamb with ginger and red chili, or 
prawns with saffron, or chicken marinated in yogurt 
and grilled. Elegant and unintimidating at the same 
time. This is a good example of Indian fare. Prices are 
a bit steep, but well worth the sacrifice. (RP) 

Koji Osakaya Fish House (7007 SW Macadam). 
There’ssumowrestling on the VCR, and samurai-like 
chefs who love to say, “Hai,” when they get requests. 
Sit at the counter and watch the show. Make a meal 
of appetizers, especially the miniature soft-shelled 
crabs and the “tiger's eye,” thin cross sections of pearly 
squid filled with disks of pink salmon. Everything is 
done with geometric artifice, so you can see why the 
French admire the Japanese. Try one of the dozen or 
so styles of sake. Moderate prices, but careful, for small 
things can add up. (RP) 

Lanai Café (3145 SE Hawthome). Vietnamese food 
from a friendly family in a small room, complete with 
extremely reasonable prices and a good location. Not 
outside of the ordinary for an Asian American place; 
indeed, many of the dishes seem more Chinese or 
Korean in preparationstyle. Nothingwrongwith that, 
as they do them better than most, and will treat you 
very well. The Thai Coffee they serve is just as itshould 
be, unlike Than Thao’s weird attempts. (MH) 
Nunzio’s (6808 SEMilwaukie) Thisplace has the best 
pizza we've ever tasted. I’m serious. Everything about 
the pizza, from the crust to the sauce to the toppings, is 
wonderful and delicious. I’m getting hungry justthink- 
ingaboutit. Nunzio's isa little tiny café-type place with 
a very friendly staff, happy yellow decor with plants, 
odd paintings, bizarre columns, expensive wine bottles 
holding tiny flowers, and good jazz in the background. 
They also serve actual Italian food, which is also very 
good, and tasty Italian desserts, and a very good garlic 
bread. This place is most definitely worth checking 
out. They have takeoutatcheaperprices—whatmore 
could you ask for? (AW & TM) 

Paisley’s (1204 NW 21st). My favorite dessert spot. 
Not your dense, leaden chocolate-death sort, but 
creations like Grand Mamier soufflé with orange peel 
and chilled créme anglaise, or ginger torte with candied 
flowers and raspberry purée. Every dish looks as if it 
stepped out of Connoisseur. Usually crowded after 
theater, but worth the wait. Nice selection of dessert 
wines and coffees. (RP) 

El Palenque (8324 SE 17th). This is a good place for 
some fairly exotic Mexican and El Salvadoran food, 
featuring a number of dishes that will burn you clean 
if need be. They do some fried banana thing that 
looked mighty powerful. It’s directly next to a kinky, 
weird little video shop that makes for a good double- 
play. (MH) 

Papa Haydn (5829SE Milwaukie and 701 NW 23rd). 
A perenially bulging late-night spot, crammed with 
portly patrons, though lunches and dinners are fine, 
especially the pastas. Thisisheaven to true-believersof 
such extravaganzas as “autumn meringue”—layers of 
baked meringue and chocolate mousse festooned with 
ribbons of chocolate. The dessert case, heaped with 
Sacher-Torte and boccone doke among the scores of 
great baroque fabrications, will make your eyes pop 
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with desire. (RP) 

Papa Haydn . You will be told sometime in your Reed 
career to go to Papa Haydn. Don’t. The words “over- 
rated” and “pretentious” do not even approach de- 
scribing the two Papa Haydn establishments. They 
have good desserts, but the meals are overpriced, 
oversauced and uninteresting. A better idea is to save 
the money, getacheapdinner and have apiece ofcake 
at Papa's after the meal. (GB) 

Pink’s Grill (1231 SW Jefferson). A decodiner that’s 
ascoolasyoucan get. The best bet here is breakfast, and 
1 mean the chili with poached egg and avocado. Get 
aside of the fried potatoes, and down it with the devil's 
diesel brew. (RP) 

Rey-Rey’s (1435 SE Hawthorne). Filipino cuisine, 
combining influences from Japan, India, China, and 
Spain. Lots of bright colors, and zesty tastes. The lime- 
sour fish soup is a treat, and the jeweled hot stuffed 
clams aren't to be missed. Try the charcoal-grilled 
items, and pancit (noodles) and the adobo (meat fried 
in a rich brown garlic sauce). Friendly, informative 
staff, and very reasonable prices. (RP) 

Rose’s (315 NW 23rd). The perfect place to goon a 
hung-over Sunday moming. It’s a “real” New York 
deli-place and a “real” Viennese bakery. The sand- 
wiches are huge (get the reuben), the matzo ball soup 
is as good as this goy’s ever had, and the pastries are 
almost beyond belief. Meals $12, fat sandwiches $8. 
(GB) 

Salty’s (3839 NE Marine Dr.). With a beautiful view 
of the river, along witha Northwest casual interior and 
seating on the deck if it’s not too cold, Salty’s is a great 
place for the parental figures in our lives. My entire 
family adores this place — but only for the location. 
The food is good, light but filling stuff, but nothing to 
scream in ecstasy about. There is nothing vegetarian 
onthemenu. Thestaffhere isfriendly and good to joke 
around with. The customers tend to be well-off, 
normal white people, but they can be either ignored or 
eavesdropped upon. (AW & TM) 

Suriya Thai Cuisine (1231 SW Washington). For 
some reason that still can’t figure out, they hada giant 
white, fuzzy teddy bearsitting atone of the tablesin the 
smokingsection whenwe lastwenthere. Nonetheless, 
this isadecent place to eat— very good Thai food (the 
satay isexcellent), with vegetarian dishes, spicy dishes, 
hot dishes, and really good Thai coffee (see if you can 
figure out the secret ingredient). Unfortunately, the 
waitresses are dressup in these uncomfortable looking 
short black skirts and see-through white blouses, but 
whatcanyoudo! Theserversare very nice, and helpful 
if you don’t know the first thing about Thai food. A 
great place to go if you still have money leftover after 
a trip to Powell's. 

The Vat and Tonsure (822 SW Park). Continuous 
classical music accompanying solid, honest food - 
game hens, smoked salmon appetizers, country paté, 
roast pork, broiled lambchops. The food isdependable 
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and reliable, and the wine 
listisenormous. Paneled, intimate, genial, comfortable. 
Anold favorite with modest prices. (RP) 
Westmoreland Bistro and Wines (7015 SE 
Milwaukie). A former Seattlite star chef lost her mind 
or something and moved back to her hometown, 
Portland, just to beat the shit out ofevery restaurant in 
East-& Westmoreland. This place iseverything Papa 
Haydn’s and Korgan’s wish they were, excluding 
anything bad except the clientele (E& W-moreland 
idiots). Nice wall ofwines. Try the restaurant, then ty 
the cookbook: Caprial’s Seasonal Kitchen. (Despite my 
prejudice against cookbooks that organize themselves 
around the seasons —as if we were all farmersor Alice 
Waters — I do recommend it, and I recommend 
talking to her about anything you try.) (MH) 
The Tabor Hill Café (3766 SE Hawthome). This is 
aquaint little place filled with adults and some mighty 
fine seafood dishes. It has a nice alleyway area with 
park-bench tables for outdoor “dining,” anda fairsetof 
choices for the price. I recommend the bouillabaisse 
and all of the pasta dishes, as well as most all of the 
desserts. One waming: professors have been known to 
frequent the place — go elsewhere if you owe papers. 
(MH) 
The Takahashi (10324 SE Holgate). This place 
defines Japanese-A mericankitsch, withacollectionof 
weird things from Japan, both antique fencing helmets 
and large Disney cuckoo clocks. One guy I know likes 
it not for the food or the people but for the large 
collection of Japanese comic books. The food is good, 
but it is a better bargain if you are quite hungry or go 
with several people. If you are looking to get a single 
entrée, check to see if it’s on the appetizer list — the 
appetizer versions are half as much and exactly the same 
size. The people are very nice, all the artwork on the 
walls is by the sushi cheffowner, the sushi is excellent, 
and they'll be very impressed if you tell them you go to 
Reed. (MH) 


EXPENSIVE — $14 to $28 


Brasserie Montmartre (626 SW Park). This is a big 
pretentio-French place with a groovy jazz balcony and 
crayonsand butcher paper on the tables. The wait staff 
can be perfectly inept, perhaps they have a very 
generous promotion scheme. The kitchen does beau- 
tiful things with scallops, pasta, and lamb, and can 
really toss a salad; and the bar is in a minor league of 
class. Jazz starts after around nine, and minors will be 
carded at the door from that time on, but if you get in 
beforehand they don’t kick you out. Open late and 
fairly swinging with neo-yuppies and confused older 
folk, plus a smattering of misplaced beamiks and jazz 
lovers. (MH) 

Le Canelet (1925 SE Hawthorne). The yellow exte- 
rior makes this place look like a bad idea, but] justcan’t 
stopraving aboutit, the Frenchieshave taken meover. 
This is one of the three little bistro places that have 
opened in the Southeast recently that make it such a 


much betterarea (the other twoare Le Bistro Montage 
and La Catalana, collectively Le Europe). These 
people really do seem to be French, and ifthey weren't 
here all the time I would wonder where they were 
hiding. Their plates have the unfortunate Frenchie 
tendancy tonotbe full, but] haven’teatenone fucking 
bite at this restaurant without loving it. I can’t name 
specific things to try because it is all so scrumptious. | 
recommend eating there, | recommend flirting with 
the waiters, | recommend bringing friends. 1 recom- 
mend reservations. (MH) 

La Catalana (2821 SE Stark). A charming little place 
of Catalonian descent — unfortunately, too far de- 
scended to feature the huge plates ofshrimpl hear they 
have in Spain. Garlic Roasted Chicken, Grilled Ahi 
Tuna, Good Shit. Very small but not yet popular, so 
it is possible to just drop by most nights. I don’t know 
whattothinkofthestaff—one guy hasquitean accent 
andis very pleasant. Two of them are ex-Reed people. 
The rest? Whatever. (MH) 

Cajun Café and Bistro (2074 NW Lovejoy). I have 
heard numerous cases of people eating here and 
coming home sick, but it still has a special place in my 
heart. It doesn’t really make sense — the clientele 
consists of rich white bozos who eat whole meals 
without looking at each other, the tables are too close 
together, it’s far away, and it’sexpensive. However, the 
food isconsistently good ( the firsttime around, anyways) 
and the service is friendly. The decor looks like an 
airport lounge. Have I given you enough reason not to 
go there yet? Somehow I really like it, especially the 
(MH) 

Chen’s Dynasty (622 SW Washington). A gar- 
gantuan menu, featuring many out-of-the-ordinary 
dishes from six regions of China. If you want jellied 
pigs’-ears, this is the place. But it’s not all exotica. The 
Hunan dishes are as good as anyone's, and the dump- 
lings in fiery peanut sauce are sme qua non. Leave lots 
of time for menu exploration. Moderate to expensive. 
(RP) 

Dan and Louis Oyster Bar (208 SW Ankeney). 
Another venerable institution, the nauticaldecor will 
make you a bit dizzy, but there’s no beer or wine to 
enhance the feeling. Still, anything with oysters is 
magnificent here, especially the raw Yakimas, and the 
satiny stew. Clam chowder is pretty terrific, and the 
crab Louis virtually defines the genre. Moderate prices. 
(RP) 

Delphina’s Pasta & Pizza (2112 NW Kearney). 
Although it is very often packed, this is one of my 
favorites simply because it is quite consistent and well- 
done. They do take reservations and I do recommend 
them, especially on Thursday—Saturday. I have never 
had nor ever been with anyone who's tried the pizza; 
so many of their pasta dishes look appetizing that it 
would be hard to want to bother with mere pizza. 
Delphina’s is one of the few places it is possible to eat 
ona Sunday night —remember that, as you will come 
to know such frustrations. It’s also open fairly late. 
(MH) 

Heathman Hotel and Restaurant (SW Broadway & 
Salmon). A famous, old and beautiful hotel, the 
restaurant is very snazzy. The clientele — wealthy 
business types, glamorous women, all toned down for 

































Northwest casual (whatever thatmay be). The food is 
just as beautiful as the people, and includes about a 
billion different ways to prepare salmon. Butseriously, ® 


place up the street with some of the same eats, along| "" 
somewhatlower prices but youdon'thave todinewith| ® 


breast pockets. (AW & TM) 
Indigine (3723SE Division). Owned byaformerReed 


out some of the most intriguing, personal cooking} = 
anywhere. Tuesday-through-Friday suppers represent] G 


sented. How does a shrimp enchilada, layered with 

home-made tortillas, provolone, fresh oregano and| 
green chiles sound? Or roast chicken stuffed with ~ 
Parmesan, pine nuts, and fresh basil? Saturday nights 
are given over exclusively to East Indian fare. All 

dinners are prix fixe, but prices are extremely fair, and| © 
you'll groan with ecstasy — guaranteed. (RP) 
Jake’s Famous Crawfish (401 SW 12th). The best} @. 
seafood joint in town. Jake's is large, loud, and snuffed aa 
most of the days of the week. One time I went in 
looking partioularly like a college student and was 
seated at a table in what the staff refers to as the “Bozo| @ 
room;” if you're going to spend the money, dress the! A™ 


HotPan Fried Swordfish, when it’son the menu, is the 
best way that I have ever had swordfish, anywhere, 
hands down. Eating oysters at the bar is a nice way to 
getthe flavorofthe jointwithoutspending itall. (MH) 
L’Auberge Bar (2601 NW Vaughan). Slightly up- 
scale but at the same time a casual, friendly bar. The 
Most interesting crowds in Portland, great late evening 
vibes, owned by an ex-Reed Philosophy professor. A 
fire roars in the hearth—on Sunday there’s ribswithold 
American movies and good American and country- 
French fare. Ifyou want sweets, spring for the poached 
lemon cheesecake, ambrosial and light as an Oregon 


has a slightly less loud dining room and a nicer decor 
and setting. They also seem to do non-seafood dishes, 
especially beef, better than Jake’s. I personally prefer 


they've formed into loaves, politely refuse. (MH) 
Opus Too (33 NW 2nd). Oneofmany of the “seafood 
and whatever” restaurants dotting Portland, Opus 
Too does a good job with main courses and has some 
nice benefits to its patronage. Its location directly 
beneath La Patisserie provides an easy answer to the 
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Restaurant 


question of how to make up for its adequate desserts; 
and the jazz bar to which it is attached, Jazz de Opus, 
though no longer quite the seventies kitsch-house it 
used to be, isanice place to listen tosome goodsinging. 
The staff is quite likely to make you comfortable and 
glad that you're eating there —no part of the place is 
imposingorcold...except the obnoxious business-world 
clientele. The chef I talked to seemed to really want 
more college-types to hang out there, and he made a 
pretty meansetofdouble-rib lambchopswith béamaise 
sauce. (MH) 

Paul Bergin (NW 23rd and Everett). A very yuppie 
take-out charcuterie with a counter and a few tables for 
early-evening tapas (Spanish hors d’cewveres). Deli- 
cious appetizers, salads (such as frutti di mare), great 
pavés and baked goods (don’t miss either the walnut 
bread or the challah). Informal,though a bit pricey; 
still, it’s fun and a total break from Reediana. (RP) 
The Ringside West (2165 West Burnside). If you're 
generally offred meat, here’s the place to go when you 
shelve your virtue once a year. Thesteaks (particularly 
the New York cut medium rare) are simply fabulous, 
the onion rings are legendary, and the waiters have 
been here as long as 25 years, delivering state-of-the- 







throwback to the Forties, it will make you feel like a 
million bucks. Prices are quite reasonable —where else 
can you get twelve ounces of heavenly prime beef for 
$12.50? (RP) 

The Strudel House (1605 SE Bybee). Dinner entree 
quality ranges from good to inferior. A decent place, 
butaoverall little too mediocre to recommendwhoke- 
heartedly. The service was good (which is suprising 
since the management demands a share of the tips 
from their waitstaff. This isa moral no-no, as faras I’m 
concemed), as were the desserts, and their Espresso 
Mocha. The high point of the Strudel House is the 
dishes and a $3 bottomless glass of chamagne. (ASM) 
Sumida’s (6744 NE Sandy). This is arguably the best 
Japanese restaurant in the Pacific Northwest. The 
grilled fish is so good, and the sushi, while not in any 
way flashy, is made of the best cuts of fish and is perfect 
each time. The chicken teriyaki is quite good, made 
with a good cut of meat and a thin but well-balanced 
sauce. The staff seems to view each order as a grave 
importance; they will card you if you try to buy beer, 
and may not believe that your license is real. (MH) 
Veracruz (217 NW Second). The best Mexican 
eal | cooking in town, especially the sinfully dark mole, and 
O | theseafood enchiladas. Pureé of mangoes heaped over 
grilled chicken breasts will make you happy. Salsas are 
<q home-made, and much of the cooking employs the 
~~ | peppers and tomatoes from the state that gives the 
©)} restaurant its name. Good selection of native beers. 





art service. Dark bumished with a copper-glow, a 


Zefiro Restaurant and Bar (500 NW 21st). Other 
than L’Auberge, this joint is the swankiest, and it tops 
all as the best place to pose as a visiting New York 
fashion vampire. The people I know who've had the 
best times here have gotten really dressed up, collected 
loads of money, and drank their little hearts out. They 
claim the food is wonderful that way, and | will atest 
that it’s pretty good even sober. The preparation is 
somewhat too much in the “plate as artwork —do not 
touch” genre for my liking, but it tastes just fine once 
disarrayed. My companion was horrified by the ab- 
sence of a vegetarian meal, and the waiter quickly 
offeredhera “grilled vegetable” plate; buthewasclearly 
flustered by her velhemence and didn’t seem to think 
it a very reasonable request; herbivores take note. 
(MH) 


EXPENSIVE — You better have a trust fund. 


Le Cuisinier (1308 West Burnside). In my opinion, 


this is the premier restaurant in Portland. Strictly — 


French, a small but carefully selected menu, and every 
dish cooked with loving intelligence. Dinners are 
epiphanies of the art: a cream-of-mussel soup with 
saffron, a luscious confit ofduck glazed with red currants 
and splashed with calvados, accompaniments are 
masterpieces in theirown right. Thesoufflé, whatever 
flavor, are soft sculptures of cumulus egg whites. You'll 
be treated gastronomically like royalty. If your parents 
really want to reward you, there's absolutely nowhere 
eke to take them. It’senough to make even C minuses 
seem i ial. Expensive. (RP) 

Genoa (2832 SE Belmont). Yet another restaurant 
owned by a former Reed prof — this time an erstwhile 
literary critic, The only really superior Italian restau- 
rantin the city, Genoaservesnorthem auisine. Itisone 
of the most elegant spots around, a leisurely (almost 
indolent) six-course affair. The food is taken very 
seriously, yet with a minimum of pomp. Often stun- 
ning, from the capanata to the tora, but it is very 
expensive. [If someone takes you out to Genoa, you 
pretty much have to put out. I did. -ed] (RP) 

A Thyme Garden (1705 NECouch). Ina handsome 
old Victorian, this restaurant serves dinnets from a 
particular comer of Europe, and changes the locale of 
the cuisine each month. One month it might be 
Burgundy near Lyon, then the Po Valley, nextseveral 
Spanish provinces. There are six to seven courses, and 
the specialty is a separate offering of four different 
is sophisticated, elegant, and sure, the knowledge is 
absolute, and everything is fresh and expertly done. 
This is for leisurely two-and-one-half hour indul- 
gences, and a heady expense account — your parents’! 
One of the most satisfying experiences in town. (RP) 


Raw Food 
by Marc Hedlund 


Anzen Oriental Grocers (736 NE Martin Luther 
King, Jr.). I can’t claim expertise on Asian markets in 
the area, but whenever I've looked forsomethinghere, 
they've had it. Good deals on Japanese rice in huge 
packages. Also home tw a large selection of Asian 
utensils and dishes, including some very nice tea pots. 





City Market NW (735 NW 21st). The yuppiest, the 
snootiest, the priciest market in town, and unfortu- 
nately home to much of the best food you can find. 
This is actually a composite of Pastaworks, Salumeria 
di Carlo, Newman's Fish Market, and Kruger’s Pro- 
duce, the four best places for their respectivespecialties. 
Newman's is so good that it is usually what draws me 
here (especially since Pastaworks and Salumeria have 
slightly toned-down eastside varieties — as does 
Newman’sat 1200NE Broadway, butit’snot asgood); 
theynotonly have fishyoucan’t get elsewhere, itisalso 
all simply the best. Kruger’s has very nice produce, if 
you eat that sort of thing, and they sometimes have 
things like baby artichokes that are otherwise unavail- 
able — but do you really care? 


Food Front (2375 NW Vaughn). I don’t know for 
what it’s fronting. This is what Nature’s Corporate 
Northwest wishes it was, anice hippy place with great 
selection and friendly workers. They carry most 
everything in hippy variety except red meat, which I 
guess would be an oxymoron. Itis very easy to get here 
quickly ifyou goover the Ross|sland Bridge, geton 405 
North and get off at Vaughn — which requires a car 
but will make you so happy. There is some sort of 
cooperative deal if you want to join. 


Otto’s Sausage Kitchen and Meat Market (4138SE 
Woodstock). Greatsausages (this iswhere the Vatgets 
theirs) and a wide variety of beer and drink. | highly 
recommend going here to find Stewart's Ginger Beer, 
the best goddamn ginger ale I've had. Don’t buy wine 
from this place, it’s too expensive — go to the deli, 
which has a better selection anyways. 


Pastaworks & Salumeria di Carlo (3739 SE 
Hawthome). Italian wines, fresh pasta, good bread, 
fresh mozzarella, good sausage, trimmed meat, merged 
with Powell’s Books for Cooks. A great place to get 
frozen stocks (beef, chicken, fish, vegatable) if you 
don'thave time/energy to make yourown. (They also 
have refrigerated cookie dough — just like the 
Doughboy—that] haven'thad the temerity to try just 
yet) They feature an incredible selection of cheeses 
and some pre-made dinner products. This may be the 
only place in Portland to get good prosciutto — the 
stuff at the deli just doesn'taut it. And good prosciutto 
is just plain heavenly. Salumeria makes their own, 
which is quite good, and Pastaworks imports it from 
Canada (“domestic” — go figure) and Italy (“im- 
ported”). Also, a good selection of Italian Ices (better 


than ice cream). 


Sheridan Fruit (409 SE Martin Luther King, Jr.). 
Good fruit, if you'll pardon my brevity. I don’t really 
care about fruit, ] just thought someone might. [The 
editors are quite fond of fruit, and quite fond of 
Sheridan Fruit. In addition to excellent and relatively 
inexpensive produce, Sheridan also has a good bulk 
foods section, lots of asian and mexican products, and 
the building is shaped like an L. Plus, Rex “Diabolos” 
“Acheron the Evil One” T-Shirt] 


Art Supplies 
Art Media p85 
Art Supply Center 


p73 
Husky Auto Parts 
p42 
Mike's Auto Parts 
pl5 


Banks 

First Interstate Bank 
p78 

US. Bank p92 


Bicycles 

Agape p53 

Ciclo sp 
Citybikes p137 
Coventry Cycleworks 
pl31 


Books 

Conant & Conant 

B cover 

Powell's (on Burnside) 
p35 

Powell's (on Hawthome) 


Coffee 
Coffee People 
p63 


Food 

Garden Products 
p47 

People’s p24 


Futons 
Cotton Cloud 
p139 

NW Futon 
psl 


Health 

Feminist Women’s Health Center 
pl12 

Nolan Rexall Drugs 

p47 

Woodstock Eye Clinic 


rity er Index 


p56 


Misc. 
Third Eye pl19 


Music 
Artichoke p69 
Bird's Suite 

p69 

Music Millenium 
p3 

Second Ave 


p20 


Nighttime Fun 

Brite Spot/Space Room 
pl9 

City Nightclub 

pos 

Dots po 
Widmer p40 


Pets 

Animal Crossing 
pl21 

Woodstock Vet Hosp. 
pil 


Radio 
KBOO 763 


Restaurants 
Abou Karim 
p39 

Adobe Rose 
p59 

Bangkok Kitchen 
p48 

Berbati p20 
Bread and Ink 
pli 

Cafe DuBerry 
pl3 

El Palenque 
p48 

Genoa p9 
Iron Horse 
pll7 

Lanai Cafe 
p97 

Oasis p50 
Old Wives Tales 


p78 

Saigon Kitchen 

p50 

Sushi Express 

p65 

Woodstock Wine and Deli 
p47 


Shoes 
Cobbler Bill's 
po 
Pace Setter 
p53 


Tatoos 
Sea Tramp 
p95 


Travel 

Curtis Travel 

p133 

Woodstock Travel 
pl2 


Video 
Lake’s Video Dimensions 
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Reed Students: save 10% off list ci 
price on all books in stock* ‘ includes 


* The fine print: 
Must present Reed Student ID Card, books in stock only, does not combine with ae cn 
any other offers, specials, sales prices. This offer expires July 31, 1994. humanities 


Discount Computer Books 


at Conant & Conant Booksellers 


2 general 


MULTICULTURALISM 
PHILOSOPHY 
CONANTE EASTERN RELIGION 
Sy] NTI ai FEMINIST THEORY 
eee LESBIAN / GAY 
BODY POLITICS 
FICTION / ESSAYS / POETRY 
DISPOSSESSED LITERATURES 
POLITICAL / SOCIAL MOVEMENTS 
ECOLOGY / ENVIRONMENT 
GEO / CULTURAL STUDIES 
CONTEMPORARY THEORY 


BOOKS FOR “REEDING” THINKERS 
About 32,000 Titles 


MON - SAT SUNDAY 
1001 S.W. 10th Avenue 
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